
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I have gone astray  

like a lost sheep;  

seek your servant. 

* * * 

Psalm 119:176a 
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The Lord’s Day 
April 26, 2026 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be still and know that I Am God”                                                Luke 15:3-7 
 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                            Revelation 2:8-11 

Elder:  The words of the first and the last, who died and came to 
life. 

People: He knows our tribulation and our spiritual poverty. 
Elder: Do not fear what you must suffer, for it is the Lord's test. 
People: Make us faithful unto death and give us the crown of life. 
Elder: He who has an ear, let him hear - the one who overcomes 

will not be hurt by the second death. 
People: We seek the Lord of light. 
Elder: Let us worship him. 

 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
Ps.90: Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                                   Bulletin, page 8 
 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Reading of the Law                                                       Matthew 5:1-2; 7:1-14 
 
Call to Confession                          1 John 1:5-7 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                           Elder led prayer  
 
Assurance of His Pardon                                           Isaiah 54:8; 43:25; 44:22                                           
“In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with 
everlasting love I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your 
Redeemer.  “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, 
and I will not remember your sins.  I have blotted out your transgressions 
like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed 
you.” 
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*Hymn of Thanksgiving                                                          
And Can It Be That I Should Gain                       Bulletin, paged 9-10 
 

His Sign and Seal is Upon Us 
   The Lord’s Baptism:   Maggie Joy Bunton,  
          covenant daughter of Wes & Theresa Bunton 
 
Intercessory Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
Ps.124 Now Israel May Say, and That in Truth                    Bulletin, page 11 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                          Dr. David G. Barker 
   Scripture:  Exodus 2:11-24 
  “The grass withers, the flower fades … 
               But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 
   Message:  Passion Without Purpose  
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 

 
We Depart with His Blessing  

                   And Sending of His Spirit 
Presenting His Tithes and Our Offerings 
     Offertory 
     *Gloria Patri 
  
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the World 
Sometimes a Light Surprises                                                   Bulletin, page 12 
 
*Charge and Benediction                              (Trinity Hymn Book #87, vs. 5) 

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me: 
And in God’s house forevermore my dwelling place shall be. 

 
Postlude               
                           

   *Congregation Standing 
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The Life and Times of Moses, the Servant of 
YHWH 

Passion without Purpose 
Exodus 2:11-24 

(see also: Acts 7:17-29) 
Moses, like every one of us, 

a) is completely convinced of his calling and destiny. 
b) is always patient and teachable before the Lord. 
c) is a lost sheep without the Lord. 

Moses’ own account in Exodus 2 compared with Josephus 
 Thermuthis 
 
I.  Moses grows up in the court of the Egyptian Pharaoh 
    Stephen, Acts 7 
 #1 
 
 
 
 #2 
 
 
 
II.  Moses went out and looked at the Israelites’ burdens 
 
 
 
 
III.  Moses fled from Pharaoh … into the land of Midian 
 #1 
 
 
 #2 
 
 
How has the Lord pursued you? 
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My Own Thoughts 
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Understanding Why We Baptize Covenant Children 
By Dr. David G. Barker 

 
Water Baptism is a sign and seal of the claim of God upon the person.  It 
is not something a person merely ‘elects’ to have done, nor should it be 
repeated for merely emotional reasons.  It is a command of God the Son 
(rf. Mt. 28:19-20) and is done in obedience to his will.  When water 
baptism is given to the converted adult, it signifies spiritual 
transformation – Christ has cleansed that believer from his sins.  Making 
a profession of faith he takes on the sign of the covenant and enters into 
the Church.  In the Old Testament, the sign of entering the Church was 
circumcision; today it is baptism. 
 
This has been the case from the beginning, the sign was not only given to 
adults; it was also given to the children of those believing adults.  
Abraham, a man of faith, was instructed by the Lord to receive the sign 
in Gen. 17.  He was also instructed to give the sign to the children of his 
house – from the newborn child only 8 days old as well as his thirteen 
year old son, Ishmael.  The reason for this was the principal of headship 
that continues in the church community today.  God gave his promise to 
Abraham saying: “I will establish my covenant between me and you and 
your seed after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 
covenant to be a God unto you and to your seed after you.” 
 
That pattern of headship has remained the same and has never been 
negated or changed.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter taught this principle 
specifically, repeating God’s words to Abraham in his very first sermon 
saying [The] promise is for you and for your children and for all who are 
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”(Acts 2:38-39, 
ESV)  Paul also stressed this unity when he tells the Christian Church today 
in Gal. 3:29: “[I]f you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.”  And Jesus said of the Jewish children brought 
to him: “Of such is the kingdom of God.” (Mk. 10:14, ESV)  Therefore, the 
spiritual children of Abraham today are to continue to receive the mark 
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of God’s claim upon them just as their parents are to continue to call upon 
Yahweh to be faithful to the next generation. 
 
Now, obviously, these young children cannot yet understand these things 
– let alone make their own profession of faith so soon.  Isaac, as a 
newborn, did not comprehend this; neither do our young ones.  But it is 
not yet the child’s faith we are focusing on; rather it is the faith of the 
parents who God has entrusted with the raising of the child the Lord has 
providentially given them. 
 
Finally, because water baptism itself is meant to depict the Holy Spirit 
being poured out from above upon his people, the sign of water baptism 
is best depicted by sprinkling or pouring.  Baptism is not a matter of 
applying the person to water but applying water to the person. 
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