
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

But Peter and the  

apostles answered,  

“We must obey God  

rather than men.” 

* * * 

Acts 5:29 
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The Lord’s Day 
April 12, 2026 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be still and know that I Am God”                           

Psalm 27:1-4 
 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                                   Psalm 36:5-9 

Elder:  Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your 
faithfulness to the clouds. 

People: Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your 
judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you 
save. O LORD. 

Elder: How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The children of 
mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings. They 
feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them 
drink from the river of your delights. 

People: For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see 
light. 

Elder: The Lord is dwelling among His Congregation. 
People: We have come at his bidding. 
Elder: Let us worship our God. 
 

*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
Ps.146: Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My Soul                      Bulletin, page 8 
 
*Prayer of Invocation 

 
The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 

Scripture Reading                                                    Bulletin, pages 9-10 
   Responsive Reading of Isaiah 55 
 
Call to Confession                Hebrews 4:14, 16 
 
Prayer of Confession                             Elder led prayer and silent prayer 
 
Assurance of His Pardon                                                       Isaiah 49:15, 66:13                                
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*Hymn of Thanksgiving                                                          
Ps.116: What Shall I Render to My God                                Bulletin, page 11 
 

He Adds to Our Number:   Langston & Alia Maxwell  
          The Lord’s Baptism:   Logan and Ember Maxwell         (expl. pg. 11-12) 
 
Intercessory Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
Jesus Draw Me Ever Nearer                                            Bulletin, pages 13-14 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                          Dr. David G. Barker 
   Scripture:  Exodus 1:8-22 
  “The grass withers, the flower fades … 
               But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 
   Message:  A Moral Dilemma  
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 

 
We Depart with His Blessing  

                   And Sending of His Spirit 
Presenting His Tithes and Our Offerings 
     Offertory:  Kayla Fales – Psalm 16 
     *Gloria Patri 
  
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the World 
Give Thanks unto the Lord, Jehovah                             Bulletin, pages 14-15 
 
*Charge and Benediction                            (Trinity Hymn Book #610, vs. 1) 

“Take up your cross,” the Savior said, “if you would  
my disciple be; take up your cross with  

willing heart, and humbly follow after me. 
 
Postlude               
                           

   *Congregation Standing 
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The Life and Times of Moses, the Servant of YHWH 

A Moral Dilemma 
Exodus 1:8-22 

(see also: Gen. 1:27; 9:6; Ex. 20:13; Rom. 1:18-23) 
Pharaoh wanted to enslave the Israelites because: 

a) he was afraid they might leave. 
b) they were having too much fun in Egypt. 
c) they wouldn’t pay their rent. 

I.  Slavery – treating other people as things. 
      Slaves were used usually for: 
 
 
 
      What changed this institution? 
 
 
 
      What was Pharaoh’s goal? 
 
 
II.  Shiprah and Puah 
      Only two? 
 
      Hebrew? 
 
      Why use midwives? 
 
III.  Shiprah and Puah chose _______ to be enslaved. 
      Was this courageous or stupid? 
  
      Did they sin in defying the Pharaoh? 
  
      Did they sin in lying to Pharaoh? 
       
      What is my first duty in life? 
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My Own Thoughts 
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New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
April 12, 2026 

Welcome, Announcements 
Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day                     Psalm 65:1-2 
Prayer of Adoration 
Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 
Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition         Psalm 65:3-4 
 and the Way of Salvation        Psalm 65:5-8 
Unison Prayer 
 Almighty and everlasting God, glorious Creator of all things, and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; we have sinned against your holy name, by 
failing to glorify you in our lives as your redeemed children.  Our unthankfulness 
extends to every thought and deed, as well as to our failure to thank you with 
our lips.  We have not lived to the praise of the glory of your grace.  We have 
not esteemed the reproach of Jesus Christ our Savior to be greater than the 
riches of this world.  We have failed to estimate the infinite cost of the salvation 
won for us at the cross through the shed blood of Jesus.  We have not been 
faithful to you as you have been faithful to us in all things.  Father, forgive us for 
our ingratitude through the reconciling sacrifice of Jesus Christ our all-sufficient 
Mediator, we pray.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience       Psalm 65:9-13 
Psalm 65          Bulletin, pages 16-17 
Scripture Reading:  1 Timothy 3:8-13 
Message:     Pastor Kurt Scharping 
          The Deacon – His Qualifications and Reward    
The Warrant and Nature of the Office of Deacon 
Questions of Installation 
 to the Deacon Elect  Mr. Nate Evans 
 to the Congregation 
Declaration of Installation & Welcome 
Prayer of Dedication 
Closing Hymn: Jesus Calls  Us                Bulletin, page 18 
Prayer of Benediction 
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The Deacon: His Qualifications and Reward 
1 Timothy 3:8-13 

the Rev. Kurt Scharping 
  

 
Let the Deacons be pious and charitable,  
 because they receive good standing and great confidence. 
 
 
I.  The Piety of a Deacon (vs. 8-9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II.  The Charity of a Deacon (vs. 10-12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III.  The Reward of a Deacon (vs. 13) 
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Responsive Reading 
 Isaiah 55 (ESV) 

 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who 
has no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in rich food.  Incline your ear, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 

Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 
commander for the peoples. 

Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a 
nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the 
LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified 
you. 

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is 
near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, declares the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. 
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“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do 
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in 
the thing for which I sent it. 

“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the 
LORD, 

an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
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Understanding Why We Baptize Covenant Children 
By Dr. David G. Barker 

 
Water Baptism is a sign and seal of the claim of God upon the person.  It 
is not something a person merely ‘elects’ to have done, nor should it be 
repeated for merely emotional reasons.  It is a command of God the Son 
(rf. Mt. 28:19-20) and is done in obedience to his will.  When water 
baptism is given to the converted adult, it signifies spiritual 
transformation – Christ has cleansed that believer from his sins.  Making 
a profession of faith he takes on the sign of the covenant and enters into 
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the Church.  In the Old Testament, the sign of entering the Church was 
circumcision; today it is baptism. 
 
This has been the case from the beginning, the sign was not only given to 
adults; it was also given to the children of those believing adults.  
Abraham, a man of faith, was instructed by the Lord to receive the sign 
in Gen. 17.  He was also instructed to give the sign to the children of his 
house – from the newborn child only 8 days old as well as his thirteen 
year old son, Ishmael.  The reason for this was the principal of headship 
that continues in the church community today.  God gave his promise to 
Abraham saying: “I will establish my covenant between me and you and 
your seed after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 
covenant to be a God unto you and to your seed after you.” 
 
That pattern of headship has remained the same and has never been 
negated or changed.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter taught this principle 
specifically, repeating God’s words to Abraham in his very first sermon 
saying [The] promise is for you and for your children and for all who are 
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”(Acts 2:38-39, 
ESV)  Paul also stressed this unity when he tells the Christian Church today 
in Gal. 3:29: “[I]f you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.”  And Jesus said of the Jewish children brought 
to him: “Of such is the kingdom of God.” (Mk. 10:14, ESV)  Therefore, the 
spiritual children of Abraham today are to continue to receive the mark 
of God’s claim upon them just as their parents are to continue to call upon 
Yahweh to be faithful to the next generation. 
 
Now, obviously, these young children cannot yet understand these things 
– let alone make their own profession of faith so soon.  Isaac, as a 
newborn, did not comprehend this; neither do our young ones.  But it is 
not yet the child’s faith we are focusing on; rather it is the faith of the 
parents who God has entrusted with the raising of the child the Lord has 
providentially given them. 
 
Finally, because water baptism itself is meant to depict the Holy Spirit 
being poured out from above upon his people, the sign of water baptism 
is best depicted by sprinkling or pouring.  Baptism is not a matter of 
applying the person to water but applying water to the person. 
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