
March 26, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

As I write to you I have two letters on my desk asking me to take the U.S. Census. A census is a questionnaire about 

your personal information that the government uses to make decisions. Also as I write to you I’m receiving many emails 

about the coronavirus, a highly contagious disease that weakens people, making them unable to fight off other illnesses 

like infection. Whenever I’m concerned about something going on in current events I always look to the Bible to see 

how it could instruct me about what I should think and what I should do in response. There was a time in the Bible 

when a government was conducting a census and deadly infectious disease broke out at the same time. Please turn in 

your Bibles and read the story found in 2 Samuel 24:1-25. 

Our passage begins with God, in his wrath allowing/encouraging David to do something that would make God even 

more displeased with David and all Israel. Why would God do that? In 1 Chronicles 21:1 the Bible says that Satan incited 

David to take a census. Satan tempts but must first ask permission from God almighty to do anything (cf. Job 1.) Israel, 

with David as their representative leader, had been sinning against God, not following his commands. Even though they 

had just survived a three year famine they still didn’t seem to turn to the Lord. So the first lesson to learn is this: if you 

are not turning to the Lord, the Lord will allow you to be tempted by greater sins with more horrible consequences. 

This is an encouragement to us all to turn to the Lord and not continue in sin. 

Why was taking a census so awful in David’s situation? David asked Joab to number the people but Joab balked and had 

to be convinced to count the people. Joab didn’t respond that way when he was asked to be involved in the murder of 

Uriah; so this census seems to be even more wicked than that. Then, after the census was complete, David’s heart was 

convicted and he said, “I have sinned greatly.” What is the sin? We must turn to Exodus 30:12-13 to find out.   "When 

you take the census of the people of Israel, then each shall give a ransom for his life to the LORD when you number 

them, that there be no plague among them when you number them.  Each one who is numbered in the census shall give 

this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to 

the LORD.” But in 2 Samuel 24 there is no mention of collecting an offering or giving it to the Lord. David had taken a 

census but forgotten the Lord. The exact thing the Lord warned Israel about, hundreds of years prior, a plague, was 

what came next. David, the head of the people, repented, listened to the word of the Lord, entrusted himself into the 

hands of the Lord but still the plague took a terrible toll killing 70,000 men after David had repented. 

So what finally stopped the plague? The Lord’s mercy. Verse 16 tells how the Lord relented from the calamity he was 

bringing on the people. David saw the Lord’s justice, confessed his sin, and pleaded with the Lord to have mercy on the 

people. David was commanded to offer a sacrifice to the Lord on land owned by non-Israelite who gave allegiance to 

Israel’s king. As God’s people, Jew and non-Jew together finally remembered to worship the Lord with blood sacrifice in 

light of their sin, the Lord’s wrath was stopped. 

What does this story mean for us? Now, we have a census that does not remember the Lord. Now, there is a plague 

that is proceeding and may end up taking as many lives as the biblical plague. But we are not David. We are not Israel. 

We don’t have a tabernacle to offer blood sacrifices to the Lord. And we cannot see the angel of death. So what should 

we think? What should we do? We should think that the Lord is the one in control even over the beginnings of this 

virus and the reason for it. We should think that the only one who can stop a plague is the Lord himself. Isolation won’t 

stop it. Hand-washing won’t stop it. Even repentance won’t stop it. The Lord will stop it. If the Lord began it and the 

Lord will end it what is there for me to do? Be convicted of your sin, even more than you have been already. Deeply 

repent for yours and your people’s sin. Look to the representative, Great David’s greater son, Jesus, to intercede for us 

and even to be the blood sacrifice for us to abate the Lord’s wrath. Once the Lord has had mercy, consider how you 

might sacrifice to the Lord in thanksgiving, how you might live your life as a living sacrifice, which according to Romans 

12:1, is our spiritual act of worship. 

So as your earthly government is asking for you to report to them and isolate yourself our heavenly authority is asking 

you to repent to Him and draw near to the Lord himself.  
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