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“

OUR PART
IS RESPONSE &
RESPONSIBILITY

”

As 2016 has drawn to a close, I have felt stirred in my
spirit to write what the Holy Spirit has been speaking to
my heart, namely a “10 Day Devotional.” Like me, you
may be asking, why a 10 day devotional and why not
a 7 or 12 or 14 day, or some other number? So I did
some digging around in the Bible to find out why. Many
of us will know that numbers in the Bible can have great
spiritual significance and that includes the number 10.

response, (starting with Adam and Eve), was
to look after the creation as God’s representatives and keep his word, that is, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it;
and rule over…” (Gen 1:28) and also only to
eat of the tree of life and not the other tree.
In other words, to keep his commands and to
enjoy the life he gives us in him.

The number 10 or the fraction 1/10th is used over 320
times and signifies the following: What God does for
man and man’s responsibility to respond to God. So,
for example, God speaks 10 times to bring creation into
being in Genesis 1. That’s what he does for us Man’s

Another time God speaks 10 times is when he
gives Moses the 10 commandments. That’s
his part, he gives his word to protect, preserve and prepare the Jewish people for a
Saviour.

Their response is to keep his
word and obey his commands, in
order to prepare them for salvation when the promised Messiah
comes. So, again God speaks
10 times to provide for people
and people respond back by
keeping God’s word and enjoying his blessings and life Here is
the number 10 again, this time as
a fraction - 1/10 or a tenth.
Malachi 2: 10 Bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse, so that

“
”

SO THE NUMBER 10 COMES TO MEAN, ABOVE ALL,
GOD’S SAVING POWER AND SALVATION IN CHRIST.

there may be food in My house,
and test Me now in this,” says the
Lord of hosts, “if I will not open
for you the windows of heaven
and pour out for you a blessing
until it overflows.

The result is God’s saving power at work in our lives to rescue
us from our sins and sinful state,
and his provision, fullness and
blessing for us to experience in
our lives.

God speaks his word to make
provision for the human race
– this time by calling us to set
aside 1 in every 10 of our income for God.

When Ps Cesar was lying in a
coma in hospital after the assassination attempt on his life, his
wife, Psa Claudia, remembered
this number and its significance.
She desperately prayed day and
night for him for 10 days remembering that 10 means God’s salvation or, power to save. At the
end of those 10 days Ps Cesar
came out of the coma and went
on to make a full recovery.
Interestingly, during those 10
days of prayer by his wife, he
received dreams and revelation
from the Holy Spirit even though
he was unconscious. God was
already powerfully at work during those 10 days!

To the human mind, this seems
like the opposite thing to do to
be prosperous, but so did the
command not to eat fruit from the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil, and we all know how
that turned out! The number 10,
in Bible terms, brings provision,
multiplication and blessing.
Incredibly, there is even more
than this. The Passover Lamb
was sacrificed on the 10th day
of the first month and the Day of
Atonement (Yom Kippur) is on
the 10th day of the 7th month.

So, what about us and our start
to 2017? I believe God is call-

ing us to 10 days of devotion
right at the start of the year to
set up a pattern and a possibility in all of our lives as represented by the number 10 in
the Bible.
God’s part is to send his power to save, his salvation to us.
This devotional is an opportunity to let his word be spoken
10 times over 10 days into
our lives. We know his word
brings his creative power, his
provision and his fulfilment to
us. Our part is response and
responsibility. We hear, receive, follow and obey God’s
word and calling and, as a result, we are blessed and enjoy the fruit of God’s power,

presence and provision in our
lives!
Do we want this? Can we
do it? I believe we all can.
I would like to commend this
10-day devotional to you and
I commend you to the word
of God it will speak over you
in the next 10 days as you
follow it.
If you want to take part in this
faithfully, why not agree in
spirit to take up these 10 days
of devotion as your fresh start
in God for 2017? May God
bless you as you seek him.

Carefully

Find a quiet place, on your own, away from distractions.
Leave enough time so that you don’t have to hurry – we
recommend about 20 minutes, at least, (and a bit more if
you can do it). Read it slowly, maybe even more than once.

Prayerfully

Pray first very simply and ask God to speak to your heart
through his word, to change you and to draw you near to
him. Speak out loud and tell God that you open your heart
to receive his word

Sharefully (Is there such a word?)

Not really, but you get the idea – share what you are
discovering with your cell leader or someone else from your
cell who is helping you to grow in your Christian life.

Sincerely

Be honest to God about any challenges or faults or failings
you may have. Use simple, direct words to express any issues, problems or struggles you may be facing at this time.
Tell God you are willing to do his will as he speaks to you.
If you are not able or struggling to say that, ask him for help
in our heart and mind so that you can find the will and motivation to do whatever he speaks to you.

Thoughtfully

Think about what you have read and what it says to you.
Write down anything you feel God is saying to you. Think
abut it during the day and go back to it later in the day and
re-read your notes and the Bible verse it came from.

HOW TO
USE THIS

Practically

After each day’s reading ask yourself, “How can I apply this
to my life and what can I do in response?” It’s a good idea
to write that down as well; it needn’t be long but enough to
remind you what you felt at the time.

Reliably

Try to stick to the same time and place and pattern for each
day to get into a rhythm or discipline of following your
devotion for the day.

Generously

Don’t feel restricted to the time recommendation and feel free
to pray and worship more and give your time
generously to God.

1 JOHN 1

January 1
DAY 1:
PURPOSE

1 What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life— 2 and the life
was manifested, and we have seen and testify
and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was manifested to us— 3
what we have seen and heard we proclaim to
you also, so that you too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 These
things we write, so that our joy may be made
complete.

It’s funny how people manage to get on
with their lives without ever knowing what
purpose some important things really have.
Doctors once thought it was
the liver that pumped the blood
around the body and not the
heart. Astronomers, even as
late as the last century, thought
that the ‘canals’ on Mars were
made by intelligent beings –
Martians! And here’s a good
one, some
people think that the reason
they exist is to do what they
want and please only themselves!
How amazing and
unbelievable is that? To go
through the whole of life not
knowing what you are here for;
what your true purpose is.

Take a look at these common objects and see if you can
work out, or guess what they are really for?
(Answers at end of this section)

But this passage tells us why
we are here and what our purpose is – see verse 3. In a
word, fellowship. The original
word (koinonia) is used 19
times in the New Testament
and means: sharing, fellowship,
intimacy, communion, community - or even an offering.
The Apostle John, who knew
Jesus so well and so closely,
says that the reason he writes
is to bring us into the fellowship
he is already enjoying. That is,
fellowship with the other believ-

ers and fellowship with God
and with Jesus. He says that
this fellowship comes when
we have “eternal life.” Eternal life is having Jesus living
in your heart all the time and
giving you the assurance inside that you are forgiven and
saved form sin and that you
will one day go to heaven.
As you live your life now, you
get the experience of that future life in heaven to help you
live here, today, on earth. That
incredible, inner life comes,
in turn, from the Jesus they
knew and saw and heard and
touched and experienced and
lived with. John says this Jesus is the “Son of God” – that
means Jesus is no ordinary
human being. Rather, he is
from the beginning (verse 1)
when only the eternal God
was there.
Therefore, he must be part
of God. He came from God
to this Earth to bring us this
amazing inner, eternal life.
John also calls him the “Word
of Life.” The people of his day
would have instantly realised .

what he meant. To them, to call someone “the
Word of Life” meant that person, or being, was the
designer of everything, the person who explains and
gives meaning to everything in life. If you want to
know what life’s about, how to live it and how to get
the best out of it, you go to the “Word of Life.” He
can show you your true purpose because he designed you and knows all about you.
And that purpose is to know him, to have fellowship
with him, to become friends with him. As we read
his word and respond to it, as we pray to him and
seek him, that’s when he becomes real to us and
that’s where, bit-by-bit, we discover this true fellowship that the Bible is talking about here. You will
notice something else important in verse 3; fellowship with God goes hand-in-hand with fellowship
with other believers. The more you get to
fellowship with God the closer you will become to
other believers too. So, the person who says, “I
know God but have little or no time for church, or
the prayer meeting or cell, or being with other believers is at odds with the Bible.
The nearer we come to God, the nearer we come
to each other, (– especially in marriage by the way!)
It works like this.

There’s an
incredible
result

in verse 4 that comes with all of
this – joy! So much joy, that the
Bible says, in the original language, it is fullness of joy. Imagine being so filled with joy
that you simply couldn’t take any
more. I have seen many people
like this as they come to know
Jesus and are filled with the Holy
Spirit. Do you want to know that
kind of full to the brim joy too?
Well you can. Just discover your
purpose and come into fellowship with him and his people.

THINK ABOUT:
WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
DO I HAVE AND EXPERIENCE OF THIS
ETERNAL LIFE?
HOW MUCH FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
DO I HAVE? DO I WANT MORE?
HOW GOOD IS MY FELLOWSHIP WITH
OTHERS?
WHAT DOES THIS TELL ME ABOUT
MY CLOSENESS TO GOD?
PRAY (In your own words and out loud):
ASK GOD TO HELP YOU KNOW JESUS
AS THE WORD OF LIFE
ASK GOD TO BRING YOU INTO MORE AND
MORE FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM AND WITH
OTHERS WHO KNOW HIM.

In the following days we will find
out even more about how to do
this.
A. a coil to supress interference B. the blue end of the eraser is to remove pen marks & rub things out more fully C.) a
pocket for a pocket-watch D.) to have fellowship with God

1 JOHN 1

January 2
DAY 2:
INSIGHT

5 This is the message we have heard from Him
and announce to you, that God is Light, and in
Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that
we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;
7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in
the Light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we
are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in
us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and
His word is not in us.

It’s always good to have insight, especially
when we are doing something difficult or
challenging, even more so when it’s for
the first time. How helpful that insight is,
helping us to avoid costly mistakes and
frustrating setbacks.
Spare a though then, for the first
pioneers who set out on the famous Oregon and California trails
in the 1830s and 40s. As pioneers, they went out to find a
new and better life as they began
to cross America on a 2,170mile journey. Disease, avoidable accidents, bad timing, misunderstandings with locals all took
their toll with many never making it. But perhaps the biggest,
single setback of all was overloading. The wagons often set
off with more than 1000 lbs. of
stores on board and were so
heavy and they broke down so
much that the people, instead of
riding in the wagons had to walk
the 2,000+ miles!
They ended up dumping so much
of their stores en-route to lighten
their load. If only they had had
a few simple insights before they
left, far many more of them would

have made it and arrived in far
better shape at that. The same
is true in life – some simple
insights from those who have
one this way before us, can
help us all avoid painful, costly
mistakes, frustrations and setbacks. The good news is there
are such insights and here, in
this Bible passage, is the greatest of them all.

Here is insight number 1 - God
is light (verse 5) – he is holy
and good, pure and true, right
in all he does and there are no
hidden or dark corners in his
perfect being. God has no secret, hidden scandals or embarrassing truths waiting to be
discovered; that will one day
come to light, and will shock
everyone.
Here is insight number 2 - people are not like this. The whole
human race and every single
person in, (including you and
me), is the exact opposite. We
do have hidden corners with our
guilty, dark secrets and hidden,
embarrassing things. We do
have our faults, failings and imperfections. We do get it wrong
and miss the mark, and even
when we intend well, things can
all still turn out so badly wrong!
This condition and way of living has two special words for
it – sins and sin. Sins are the
things we do wrong in God’s
eyes and sin is the underlying condition that leads us to
do those things. It’s a bit like
an illness or sickness. We can
show the symptoms like a temperature, or a cough, or a pain
– that’s like sins. But, there is

also the underlying cause of the
illness of sickness – the condition that causes the symptoms and
that’s like sin. Some days we may
feel we cut right down on outward
things, the sins, and that’s good.
But underneath, inside of us, as
human beings, there is always still
the condition of sin, just waiting for
a chance to break out.
It is essential that we really grasp
the full impact and meaning of this
especially if we are to avoid the
same kind of mistakes in life that
are equivalent to the ones the early
U.S. pioneers made. It is normally
a shock to people to find out just
how deep sins and sin run in our
lives.
As Christians, popular tradition
might have it that we are supposed
to believe the best of people but,
Biblically, we do and we don’t. We
believe the best of people in that
we are all made in God’s image
and likeness and are precious to
him. Yet we believe the worst of
people as well, since we all have
both sin as a condition and sins as
a consequence. Verse 6, 8 and
10 all tell us that this is what God
sees in us and says about us.
If we don’t want to accept or believe that, then our disagreement is
with God himself and what he says

through his word, the Bible. So it’s really important to get a God’s-eye view on all
of this so that we have insight into our own condition and that of the whole human
race on Earth.
One preacher put it like this; he said that God spoke to him saying, “You and I are
incompatible, and I don’t change!” (In other words – you’re the one who is going
to have to change if we are ever going to have this fellowship together!)
Like those early settlers that were carrying so much that it weighed them down and
slowed and even stopped their journey, we can be weighed down in life too. Sin
and sins do that. They weigh us down with guilt, regret, pain, hurt, frustration, sadness, disappointment and so on. Again like those early settlers, the only solution
is to dump all that stuff and lift those ‘weights’ off our lives.

The good news here is that if we are prepared
to see and accept this insight about sin and
sins, there is a cure, a remedy for this spiritual
‘sickness’ called sin. It’s found in verse 7,
“and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin.”
Jesus died for us on the cross and shed (or
spilled) his blood. Because he did this, God
can swap all of our sin for Jesus’ sinlessness,
God can place on Jesus all the weight and
results of our sin.
The Bible uses a great phrase here, “cleanses

us from all sin.” Imagine how much
you would need a good, long hot
shower after 2,000 miles on the
trail with no bath! You would feel
so clean afterwards.
Likewise, in life, we need our hearts
and minds and lives cleansing and
cleaning up and that’s what God
does through Jesus’ blood. He
washes and totally cleanses us
from all sin. Notice the word all
there – that means nothing is left
out!

THAT’S THE REAL TRUTH

Not just some sins, not just partially cleansed but totally forgiven
and made new. Totally washed
and thoroughly cleansed from
everything of the past. Notice,
too, in verse 9 Jesus’ blood
doesn’t just clean up the symptoms (he forgives our sins) but
it also goes right to the heart of

the matter our sin, by cleansing
us from all unrighteousness – the
underlying cause of our problem.
Finally, we learn something about
true and truth here. For the Western world in the 21st century we
are used to seeing truth as facts
or accurate information.

Here truth is not like that since
it talks about “practicing (literally
doing) the truth.”
Truth is your lifestyle, the way you
live. It’s like a young sailor going
to sea for a while and saying to
his girl, “I’ll be true to you while
I’m away.”
That’s the Bible idea of truth. Am
I true to the Lord Jesus like this?
Am I loving and faithful to him to
keep his commands and follow
his ways; to worship and honour
him with my whole life?
In some religions you can get

away with being a good attender
and performing certain religious
duties and requirements.
People will say he or she is a
‘good’ member of the religion even if they go home and are
mean to their spouse, a terrible
driver on the roads and not so
honest at work.
But it’s not like that for us. If we
don’t live it in all of our lives, we
don’t ‘do the truth.’ Our worship
and our ways have to line up
together, they both matter, that’s
real truth!

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO
ME ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
DO I HAVE THIS INSIGHT – I UNDERSTAND
THAT I HAVE BOTH SINS AND SIN AND NEED
THE BLOOD OF JESUS TO CLEANSE ME CONSTANTLY?
HOW MUCH TRUTH IS THERE IN ME?
DO MY WORSHIP AND MY WAYS MATCH UP?
HOW MUCH SPIRITUAL WEIGHT OR BURDENS
AM I CARRYING? CAN I BELIEVE JESUS
WANTS TO SET ME FREE FROM ALL OF THEM
THROUGH HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD?

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud)
ASK GOD TO HELP YOU FACE UP TO AND
ADMIT ALL YOUR SINS AND SIN AND TELL HIM SO.
ASK GOD TO BRING YOU INTO MORE AND MORE
OF THE CLEANSING POWER OF JESUS’ BLOOD –
BOTH TO FORGIVE AND RELEASE YOU NOW,
AND TO CLEANSE AWAY THE UNDERLYING
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.

1 JOHN 1

January 3
DAY 3:
HELP

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation (sacrifice that takes away) for our sins; and not for ours only,
but also for those of the whole world.
3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep
His commandments. 4 The one who says, “I have come to know
Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love
of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in
Him: 6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk
in the same manner as He walked.
7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an
old commandment, which you have had from the beginning; the
old commandment is the word which you have heard. 8 On the
other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is
true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true Light is already shining. 9 The one who says he is in
the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. 10
The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no
cause for stumbling in him. 11 But the one who hates his brother
is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know
where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
12 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been
forgiven you for His name’s sake. 13 I am writing to you, fathers,
because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I am
writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil
one. I have written to you, children, because you know the Father.
14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who
has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men,
because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and
you have overcome the evil one.

“

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED HOW
SOME THINGS IN LIFE CAN BE
DONE FAIRLY EASILY BUT OTHER
THINGS ARE MORE DIFFICULT?

There are some things we can
manage to do on our own but
other things that we could do
with some help to get done.
Have you ever noticed how
hard it is for some people to
ask for help, though? Maybe
you’re one of them! Do you
stop and ask for directions or
do you just keep driving around
in circles in the hope you will
somehow find where you are
looking for?

What do the following people all have in common:
Pablo Picasso, Abraham Lincoln, Charlie Chaplin,
Stevie Wonder and John Wesley?
(Answer at the end of this section)

”

2. In spite of all our best efforts
and intentions, if we fall into sin
and difficulty what do we do?
The good news is we are not
on our own because we have a
friend to help us, called Jesus.
He is actually called our lawyer or ‘advocate’ here. That’s
because when we fall into sin,
the enemy, Satan, comes into
God’s presence and accuses
us like a prosecution lawyer in
a courtroom. I have been to
court to witness several cases and each time I have been
impressed by the defence lawyers; how knowledgeable and
how skilled they are at arguing
their case to the court. Some
people choose to represent
themselves, but I would hire the
best lawyer going, as they are
far better at presenting a good
case than I ever could!

One thing in life that we all need
help with is in overcoming our
struggle with sin. No one, not
one person in the whole human
race, can ever and has ever,
managed to deal with sin on
their own. It’s just not possible to do it on our own even if
we would like to. We all need
help. The amazing thing is if
we admit it, and ask for help,
we can become some of the
most successful people ever – Well we do have the best lawyer
like those guys in the pictures on our case in heaven’s courts
on the previous page.
– Jesus - and he is there to
help us. He makes our case
What is that help and who gives for a full pardon with no punit to us? The answer is in to- ishment because he points out
day’s passage in verses 1 and that, a) we are innocent and not

guilty (justified), and b) the penalty that the court would impose has
already been paid by someone! So
why are we here being accused?
We can be let out of the court, free
to go with no guilt, shame or regrets.
We all need that kind of help and
only Jesus can successfully argue
the case for us since he is the one
who paid for our ‘crimes’ or sin.
From verses 3 to 11 we are told what
our response must and will be to all
of this if we truly know Jesus and
have genuinely given him our lives.
We will love God, live in the same
way that Jesus lived, (faith, prayer,
holiness, good deeds etc.) and we
will obey God’s word. If we don’t
do these 3 simple, yet life-changing things, then we are not truly his
disciples no matter what we claim or
say.
So far, so good? Well, maybe, but
there’s another call on our lives – to
love our brothers and sisters in the

same way. Now that’s a challenge
since people can get to us and frustrate us at times. The Bible calls this
way of life following Jesus as ‘walking in the light.’ And it includes loving others, our ‘brothers.’ We simply
can’t say we are ‘in the light,’ that is,
following Jesus, and yet keep hurts,
pains, unforgiveness and resentments in our hearts towards others.
That is ‘darkness’ and darkness and
light can’t exist together.
There’s more good news at the end
of the passage, verses 12 to 14;
in a word – victory! The people of
that day do it and we can all do
it. We can overcome, through Jesus
and through his blood; through Jesus our help and lawyer and through
‘walking in the light.’ They actually
do it, they overcome; their sins are
forgiven, they know God, and they
overcome the enemy, Satan. And by
living the same way they did, we also
overcome.
Victory!

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO
ME ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
DO I HAVE THIS UNDERSTANDING,
THAT I NEED HELP AND I CAN’T DO IT ON
MY OWN? I NEED JESUS, (AND MAYBE
SOME HUMAN HELP TOO).
HOW MUCH AM I “WALKING IN THE LIGHT” –
LIVING BY THOSE PRINCIPLES – LOVE GOD,
LIVE LIKE JESUS, OBEY GOD’S WORD
& LOVE OTHERS?

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud)
ASK JESUS FOR HIS HELP TO SET YOU FREE
FROM ALL CONDEMNATION BY THE ENEMY.
TELL GOD THAT YOU FORGIVE, RELEASE AND BLESS
EVERYONE WHO HAS WRONGED, HURT OR
OFFENDED YOU. BLESS THEM IN THE LORD INSTEAD.
SPEAK OUT AND TELL GOD THAT THERE IS
VICTORY FOR YOU IN JESUS.

A. They all give credit to their mothers for what they
became in life. They all needed someone else to
help them and, with that help, they all made it!

1 JOHN 2

January 4
DAY 4:
COUNTERFEIT

15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who
does the will of God lives forever.
18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist
is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we
know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they
were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have
remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that
they all are not of us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy
One, and you all know. 21 I have not written to you because you
do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because
no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the one who denies
that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies
the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not
have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father
also. 24 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from
the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you,
you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are
trying to deceive you. 27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone
to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things,
and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you
abide in Him. 28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when
He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from
Him in shame at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous,
you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born
of Him.

CAN YOU SPOT THE REAL
ITEM FROM THE FAKE ITEM?
Having told us that we have
this incredible love, forgiveness and victory in Jesus, the
Bible now turns its attention to
the enemy’s attack on all of
this. How does he make his
attack? By flooding the market
with fake, ‘knock-off’ goods.
In this case – counterfeit religion, counterfeit teachings and
a counterfeit Jesus! How do
we spot the fake? By making
sure we know the true, genuine item through lots and lots
of first hand, personal contact.
That’s an important question today when you are shopping –
since there are all sorts of counterfeit or ‘knock-off’ goods out
there. Even the money in your
pocket could be fake. Did you
know that around 3 per cent of
all £1 coins are fake? They are
lead sprayed with gold and badly stamped. It’s got so bad that
the treasury is going to call in all
45 million of them and re-issue
a new 12-sided coin. How do
bank tellers know how to spot a
fraud? By handling the genuine
stuff all day long. They can instantly tell by the feel of the paper and the note.

The first thing the enemy tries
to offer us is fake living, verses
15 to 17. The Bible calls this,
“the world,” and it means living
the way people without God
want to live. It’s the easy way,
what Jesus calls the ‘broad
way’ (Matthew 7:13). You just
opt for an easier lifestyle, give
in to temptation, please yourself, do what the rest do, and
don’t ‘swim against the tide’. In
return, this fake lifestyle promises comfort, ease and happiness. It never delivers on it,
though, and it always, always
disappoints and lets you down!
In the end it fails miserably and

will not give us this amazing
eternal life we read about on
the first day (verse 17).
Now we come to a bigger section, verses 18 to 28, where
we have the antichrist and the
anointing, the fake article and
the real deal. What’s all this
about? Are we now in the
book of Revelation, maybe?
Well, we need to understand
a few things here.
Normally people think of the word
“anti’ as against someone or
something, like protesters on a
march. So, anti-Christ is often
seen as a single figure, sent by
the enemy, to oppose Christ
and all Christians at the end
of the age. And that may, one
day, be part of it. However,
anti – in the Greek language
does not just mean, “against,”
it also means, “in the place of.”
So, here we have the possibili-

ty of an “in the place of Christ.”
Now that immediately makes
sense and is easy to understand – a fake Jesus, a fake
Messiah, a fake rescuer and a
fake rescue.
There are plenty of things in
this world and in life that want
to take the place of Jesus in our
hearts, minds and lives. There
is so much out there that we
could easily lose our hearts to
and that could take the place
of Jesus in our lives. But all of
it is counterfeit, a fake, a fraud,
a huge “con trick” by the enemy to fight for our affections
and to throw us off truly following Christ.
Notice, also, that there are many
antichrists in verse 18. You’ll
see later in 1 John that there is
a spirit of antichrist. Even before a single figure comes into

the world to take up that title, this
spirit is at work in people giving
them false ideas, false direction
and a false hope. Tragically, this
finds a landing spot in the church
as well, verse 19.
How do we recognise this spirit,
this counterfeit of Christ?
The Bible says in this passage
(verse 22), that this spirit denies
Jesus is the Messiah or “Anointed One”. Jesus came as the
Messiah, the One filled with the
Holy Spirit to rescue us from sin,
from our past and from all that
has dragged us down and away
from God. This spirit of antichrist
challenges that and denies he
can really do that. In the next
verse, 23, it also says that this
spirit of “in-the-place-of-Christ”
denies God as Father and Jesus as his Son. It strikes at the
very heart of the message of the
Gospel – who God is, who Jesus
is, and what he has done for us.
So, beware of any attack on, or
denial of, our need for God to be
truly God and our need to forgiven from our sin by Jesus, his
eternal Son.
There is also an antidote to the
antichrist spirit, verses 20 to 28.

That is the Holy Spirit, who
anoints, or covers, our lives and
lives in us. He can spot the
fake every time and warn us off
accordingly.
One day I was in a market
place and some people were
preaching on a wooden box.
It was dry, dismal stuff and no
one was listening. So I stopped
and listened for a few seconds.
Quickly, the preacher began to
attack me publicly as ‘one of
those charismatics’ and someone who ‘never preached the
gospel.’ Interesting, since we’d
never met or even spoken to
one another at this point. How
did he know I was a believer
and filled with the Spirit? The
Holy Spirit immediately spoke
to me and gave me a Bible reference but I had no idea what it
said. It was Acts 8:23, and you
can see what it says at the end
of the section.
Before I shared it with him, I had
to put him right on this ‘don’t
preach the Gospel’ charge
though, so I got his Bible, got
up on the box and began to
preach the Good News. We
soon had a crowd and I started

to share Christ with them. I enjoyed that bit at least; it was good
fun.
Afterwards, I showed this ‘preacher’ the verse God had given me
for him, and he was none too
pleased. It may not have been
the spirit of antichrist as such,
but something clearly wasn’t right
about it all.
However, the anointing was at
work, helping me, giving me discernment and guidance.
They invited me back to their
group to talk further but in my
spirit I felt I had done enough by
that stage and respectfully declined their offer.
The anointing and infilling of the

Holy Spirit is so important in our
daily lives, especially in spotting
the counterfeit, “in-the-place-ofChrist” things the enemy wants
to throw at us. That includes
“good” ideas that aren’t God’s
ideas, temptations, unhelpful invitations, subtle whisperings in
our minds and so on. It’s not
just the obvious, full-frontal attacks of the enemy.
Of course, we always carefully
check everything in accordance
with the word of God to get the
right and best answer. But on
the spur of the moment, when
we need that instant insight and
an answer from the Lord, it’s the
Spirit, powerfully Holy alive in us,
who will do that for us.

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
HOW MUCH DO I RECOGNISE THE
COUNTERFEIT LIFE OF THIS WORLD,
(THAT IS, OUR SOCIETY) AND THE
COUNTERFEIT, “IN THE PLACE OF CHRIST”
THINGS THAT ARE THERE TO LEAD ME
AWAY FROM CHRIST?
DO I HAVE THIS ANOINTING AND
DISCERNMENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?
HOW MUCH DO I LISTEN TO AND RESPOND
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT’S LITTLE NUDGES
AND PROMPTS IN MY SPIRIT AND MIND?

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud):
ASK GOD FOR HIS HELP TO BE FILLED
WITH HIS SPIRIT DAILY AND TO HEAR
AND RESPOND TO THE SPIRIT’S VOICE
THAT GUIDES US DAILY.
TELL GOD ABOUT ANY ‘IN THE PLACE OF
CHRIST’ THINGS YOU MAY HAVE BROUGHT
INTO YOUR LIFE TO AND REPENT OF THEM,
REMOVING THEM FROM YOUR LIFE.
THIS INCLUDES ANY WRONG, LESS THAN
BIBLE IDEAS ABOUT WHO JESUS REALLY IS AND
ALSO ANY “WORLDLINESS” AND WORLDLY
WAYS – EVEN THE WAY WE TALK AND THE
LANGUAGE WE USE.

1 JOHN 3

January 5
DAY 5:
IDENTITY

1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on
us, that we would be called children of God; and such
we are. For this reason the world does not know us,
because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are
children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what
we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be
like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And
everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 4 Everyone who practices sin
also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5
You know that He appeared in order to take away sins;
and in Him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in Him
sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. 7
Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one
who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is
righteous; 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil;
for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of
God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of
the devil. 9 No one who is born of God practices sin,
because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God. 10 By this the children of
God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone
who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor
the one who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the
message which you have heard from the beginning, that
we should love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was
of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and
his brother’s were righteous.

You see it in the news a lot, “John, a
postman,” or, “Jane, a retired teacher,” etc. In this society we tend to
get our identity from a function, what
we are useful for. In Jewish and Bible terms though, we get our identity
from whom we belong to, as family,
for example, “James and John, the
sons of Zebedee.”

IN 2004 A MAN WAS FOUND
BEATEN
AND
UNCONSCIOUS NEAR A BURGER
KING DUMPSTER IN
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, USA.
When he came to, in hospital, he had no memory and no idea of who
he was. So he adopted the Burger King initials and called himself Benjaman Kyle. For 11 years he struggled on in that way, not knowing who
he was. What a sad and tragic way to have to have to live!
Find out the climax of the story at the end of this section. Psychologists
say that if we don’t know who we are it affects us greatly with things like
always changing to fit our environment, making ourselves very different
to fit into relationships, giving in to other people’s opinions too easily,
not liking ourselves and not wanting to share ourselves. Apparently,
this is a widespread crisis in our society especially for people in their
on-line social media accounts!
So what about me as a believer in Jesus - do I know who I really am
in God? Or am I like Benjaman Kyle, spiritually speaking at least, and
suffering from an identity crisis? This passage tells us who we are - what
our identity truly is. It tells us by way of a relationship. That’s very Middle
Eastern and Bible. These days in the West, at least, people tend to get
their identity from their job or what they do.

Here we are told that we are sons, or
children, of God. It emphasises this
by saying, “and such we are.” In
other words, “we really, really are.”
Can you believe it? God makes us
his children; that’s how much he
loves us. Not only are our sins forgiven and our sinful state cleansed,
not only do we get Jesus and the
Holy Spirit to help and guide us, but
we also get to be a son or daughter of God. That’s who I am, and I
don’t need to be unsure, insecure or
apologetic to anyone for that. Nor
do I need to be wandering around
in a daze, like poor Benjaman Kyle.
So, stand tall, shoulders back, head
up, chin out, breathe deep and smile
– you’re a son or daughter of the
King! Have you seen the way Prince
William walks? He knows he’s a
prince. He carries himself like it
when he walks - and so can you!
The result of knowing and absorbing
all of this is a deep motivation to be
pure just as Jesus is pure. We will
want to be, long to be, clean and free
from sin and distraction. How do I
get motivated in the Christian life?
Prayer, fasting, discipline, sermons,

studies and slapping myself? Well,
most of that will help you lots in fact,
but the best, single, simplest motivator is to get a revelation from God,
by the Spirit and through the Bible,
of your true identity. God loves you!
You are his precious child – just believe it, realize it, enjoy it and then
act like it!
Verses 4 to 10 now go on to deal
with how we act like it and it talks
about sin, lawlessness and the true
believer’s lifestyle as a child of God.
There are 5 main words for sin in
the New Testament. They start with
“missing the mark,” (‘hamartia’ in
Greek), where we may try, but we
still fail to do the right thing and they
get steadily worse until, finally, we
end up with not caring at all and
complete law-breaking, (anomia in
Greek). And that’s where all sin is
ultimately headed. The more we
take part in sin, the quicker we get

used to it and we head towards this state of not even bothering or trying any more!
We end up just giving into sin in all its terrible and destructive consequences – in
a word, lawlessness.
But John tells us here that’s not our new nature as God’s children. We have been
born again of a different nature and seed. Habitual, on-going, couldn’t-care-less
sinning is not the way God’s children behave because it’s not in their spiritual DNA
or make up.
Anyone who lives that lawlessly and carelessly regarding sin has never really become God’s child, verse 9. To think otherwise is a deception.
One day when our church was being visited by Dr. Derek Prince the Lord was
powerfully at work by the Spirit and through Dr. Prince’s remarkable ministry. I
was seeking God, albeit as a young believer, for answers to some of the struggles

our church was experiencing at the time. In
short, good and helpful as my church was,
there were still many issues of lawlessness.
The Lord showed me a picture of the congregation and spoke these clear words to
me. “Clive, in Heaven you will have to do
what you are told.” I saw then that the place
we were all saying that we wanted to get to,
(which was Heaven), was a place with no
lawlessness. Everyone will have to do what
he or she is told by God, for eternity. I realised then that God was not just speaking to
me about the church but about myself. I had
to become, as swiftly as possible, someone

who loved being told what to do
by God, who loved and embraced
obedience. Otherwise, I would not
enjoy the Heaven I was, and am,
still wanting to possess!
Does this mean then, that if we
ever sin we are not and never were God’s children and were
never truly born again either? Not
at all!
The great Bible teacher Dr. Derek
Prince explained it like this:

The seed that can’t sin is referred to as
both a person and a thing in the
original Greek language that John
wrote in.
(We can’t write like this in the
same way in English and it gets
missed in the translation as well.)
So it is not you, the person, that
is sinless but the seed of God’s
Word that came into your heart
and that caused you to be born
again. That seed, and all it does
and grows into, is perfect. It will
only, ever be able to give rise
to the things of God in your life.
In as much as we yield to that
seed and let it grow in our lives
we, too, will be sinless and perfect, and in as much as we don’t,
then we won’t be.
The implication is obvious – we
need to ‘feed’ and ‘water’ and
encourage that seed and its
Godward life to grow in us.
To help us some more in these

things there is a great promise
and hope in the middle of the
passage. It is one of those brilliant New Testament verses that
simply sums up Jesus’ life and
ministry on Earth.
Verse 8, The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. Not
only does this letter tell us our
own purpose as human beings – to have fellowship with
God and with one another –
but it also tells us Jesus purpose. He came to destroy the
works of the Devil – and more
precisely to destroy all those
works of the Devil in each one
if our lives that causes us to
sin, to fall and to become lawless. There is hope, there is
help and there is a way out in
Jesus, the Son of God.

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
HOW MUCH DO I KNOW WHO I REALLY
AM IN GOD? HAVE I HAD THAT REVELATION
DEEP INSIDE ME THAT I AM HIS LOVED
AND WANTED CHILD?
HOW MUCH LAWLESSNESS IS THERE IN ME?
AM I LOOKING TO JESUS TO DESTROY ALL
THIS WORK OF THE ENEMY IN MY LIFE?
BECAUSE HE CAN.

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud):
ASK GOD TO SEND YOU A REVELATION BY HIS
SPIRIT THAT HE LOVES YOU, THAT YOU ARE HIS
CHILD AND HE IS YOUR EVERLASTING FATHER.
TELL GOD ABOUT ANY AND ALL LAWLESSNESS
IN OUR LIFE. LEAN THAT PHASE FROM VERSE 8
OFF BY HEART AND SPEAK IT OUT OVER EVERY
ISSUE OF SIN AND LAWLESSNESS SIN YOUR LIFE.
JESUS CAME TO DESTROY THOSE WORKS OF
THE DEVIL!

In late 2015, genetic detective work discovered Benjaman Kyle’s real
name, William Burgess Powell, originally from Indiana. How he ended
up far away in Georgia is still a mystery but now he has been able to
discover his family and his true identity.

1 JOHN 3

January 6
DAY 6:
CONFIDENCE

13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.
14 We know that we have passed out of death into life,
because we love the brethren. He who does not love
abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is
a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal
life abiding in him. 16 We know love by this, that He laid
down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren. 17 But whoever has the world’s goods,
and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against
him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little
children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in
deed and truth. 19 We will know by this that we are of the
truth, and will assure our heart before Him 20 in whatever
our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart
and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not
condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep
His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in
His sight. 23 This is His commandment, that we believe in
the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another,
just as He commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His
commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know
by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has
given us.

same thing as the self-confidence of all the courses and books on offer from this
world. We have already learned that all people have this condition of sin deep
at the root of their beings. All that self-confidence will do will be to invite us
to have more confidence in our old, sinful nature. That’s the last thing we want.
What we need and want, is confidence in God’s nature, given to us when Jesus
comes to live in us at our “new birth.” We can happily have confidence in Jesus’ nature. He does right every time. The start of this passage, verses 14 to 18,
tells us how that works.

Have you ever wished you
could be more confident as
a person? There are endless
books on sale, a myriad of
courses on offer and countless
websites out there all offering to
boost our confidence in some
way. There must be an awful lot of people out there who
don’t have much confidence
and wished they had more!
That includes famous people
too:
“I’ve always had really low
self-esteem, and I still do.”
This star couldn’t sleep for 30
hours because he was worrying about the criticism of his
latest film. “I fear I’ve let you
all down,” he wrote to Sony
Pictures, “Not my intention. I
apologize. I’ve just lost touch…
Who knew? Sorry. I won’t do it
again.”
One of the effects of sin on the
human race and of not knowing our true identity in God is
that we quickly lose confidence.
Perhaps the thing we end up

lacking confidence in the most
is confidence in front of God.
When we try to pray, come to a
church or cell meeting.
When we try to speak out for
God or minister in some way for
him.
We lack confidence in front of
God when our heart condemns
us according to verses 21 and
22. Lack of confidence feels
like an inner insecurity, an inner
voice or feeling that in spite of
all our attempts to be brave and
overcome it, says, “You’re lacking, you’re not good enough,
you’ve blown it, they won’t accept you, God won’t accept you
like this.” Such a lack of confidence is painful and crippling
even to all our efforts to do the
right things and be the right
kind of person. What do we do
then?
The good news is that God is
greater than our hearts. He can
work in us and straighten out all
the wrong thinking and feelings
we have and, in their place, give
us confidence, verses 19 to 21.
God-given confidence is not the

I was once in a church conference where a well-known UK church leader was
speaking. He said something very profound and impacting that went more-orless like this: “If you want to know the strength of your relationship with God, just
ask yourself how well you are getting on with the rest of the body of Christ, (that
is the church, God’s people).”
Wow, that really hit me because I thought I could get on well with God on my
own and it didn’t really matter how I got on with others. If I fell out with them or
upset them from time to time that was, well, just too bad and we would all just
have to get over it somehow. From that day on I had to radically shift my understanding of my relationships with others in the body of Christ.
This is the sense and the force behind what John is sharing with us here. He is
telling us that it matters how we treat the rest of Jesus’ body.
Remember the Apostle Paul, as the unsaved Pharisee Saul, on the Damascus
road when Jesus spoke to him, (Acts 9:4) “Why do you persecute me?” But
Saul wasn’t, he was arresting Christians and imprisoning them. Nevertheless,
Jesus said it was him that Saul was doing it to – and it was here that Paul, as he
became, got his revelation of the body of Christ.
What we do to the least of Jesus’ brothers we do to him – or so he tells us,
(Matthew 25:40)
We were out on the streets sharing the Gospel with people one day. At one
point we were speaking to a young man with some issues and some attitude
problems as well. All he did was complain to one of the evangelists in the group
that he was having a hard time in life, that he felt bad and that it was somehow
all God’s fault. All the kind-hearted believers in the group wanted to love this
guy and be gentle with him but this was a time for some ‘tough-love’ and some
straight talking. Unimpressed with this young man’s life style as he had described
it, the evangelist came straight back and said these powerful words to him, “If you
want to feel good, do good!” You should have seen the guy’s face. Actually,
you should have seen all the rest of our faces as well. He was shocked and so
were we. Harsh? Maybe a bit. But true? Certainly!
One of the great challenges of our age and our society is passivity. The popular
idea is that someone will do something to us to make us feel better, God included. But that’s not what it says here in the Bible, (verses 14 to 18). The way to

overcome lack of confidence and feeling bad in
our hearts is to do the right things in God and
we will eventually feel right in God. As we do
right, especially in loving and relating properly to
others in Christ’s body, we will begin to feel increasingly more confidence in God in our lives.

of the world around us.

It is the way, though, to some
amazing things: confidence
before God, (verse 21), answered prayers, (verse 22),
keeping his commandments,
Here’s one last thought about all of this from the (verse 22) and pleasing God,
opening line (verse 13). If we truly live like this (verse 22). These are all
then the world, our society, our workplace, even really worth having.
our, (as yet unsaved), family will hate us. That’s
incredibly strong language but it is what the Bi- Finally, a question I am often
ble is saying to us. This is not the way to gain asked, “How can we know?”
easy acceptance and understanding by the rest About God, about whether

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
HOW MUCH DO CONFIDENCE IN GOD DO
I REALLY HAVE? HOW MUCH DO I FEEL THAT
ASSURANCE IN MY SPIRIT THAT I KNOW?
HOW WELL DO I TREAT THE BODY OF JESUS?
IS THERE MORE I COULD DO, MORE I COULD GIVE,
MORE I COULD PRACTICALLY MINISTER TO HELP
AND BLESS OTHERS?

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud):
ASK GOD TO GIVE YOU HIS ASSURANCE AND
HIS BLESSING AS YOU SEEK TO DO RIGHT AND
DO GOOD IN HIM.
TELL GOD ABOUT ANY AND ALL ISSUES YOU
HAVE HAD WITH THE CHURCH, HIS BODY AND WHERE
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TREATED PEOPLE AS WELL AS YOU
OUGHT. ASK GOD FOR HIS FORGIVENESS AND A NEW
HEART TO BE DIFFERENT TOWARDS PEOPLE
IN THE FUTURE.
this is all real and true in my experience? The answer, (verse 24), is that we
can know and be sure, by the work of the Holy Spirit speaking to our hearts
and witnessing how we are before God. He comes from the throne room of
God where he sees our life before God and he hears God the Father speak
those powerful words of approval over us, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” (Matthew 25:21). He then comes to our hearts and spirits and ministers
his assurance to us, “I was there, I saw how the Father sees your life and I
heard him speak these words over you.” That’s how we know, it’s a God–given, Holy Spirit brought assurance, from heaven to us.

Prayer Special: Tonight, at IHC, is going to be our start the year prayer and prophecy time – 8.00 to
midnight. Why not come for as much as you can? We want to worship, pray, seek God and bring
with us what we feel God is saying for us all in 2017. See you there tonight!

1 JOHN 3

January 7
DAY 7:
TEST

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out
into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of
God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every
spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which
you have heard that it is coming, and now it is
already in the world. 4 You are from God, little
children, and have overcome them; because
greater is He who is in you than he who is in
the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore
they speak as from the world, and the world
listens to them. 6 We are from God; he who
knows God listens to us; he who is not from
God does not listen to us. By this we know the
spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Large and precious meteorites
are a rare find for any hunter
of such things. Apparently, you
have more chances of winning
the lottery, though! So what do
you do in order to find out if your
find is truly an extra-terrestrial
piece of the solar system? The
answer, in the first instance, is to
perform a series of 6 tests to see
if it really is a much sought after rock from the cosmos. There
have been several really big and
famous finds including one in
1864. A rare class of meteorite fell onto the town of Orgueil in France. It even contained
some diamond deposits!
For
research purposes it was split
into different pieces and sent to
different international universities
for study. What caused a huge
stir, though, was one sample that
had apparently been sealed in a
tube at the time of its discovery.
When the tube was opened the

meteorite was found to have a
seed embedded in it and the
scientific world was in uproar
at this discovery. Excitement
stirred at the thought of proof
of life on other planets. However, when the seed was tested it was found to have been
attached to the meteorite with
some very earthly glue, disguised with coal dust. Human
hands and not the hands of
E.T. were at work here! The
culprit was never found but the
test, at least, unearthed a very
human hoax!
Normally, we are not to put
God to the test, but to trust him

in faith and believe in his word.
However, there are some times
when we do test spiritual things
and here is one of them. Our
passage today takes us back
to false, counterfeit spiritual
teachings and experiences that
there are in the world and it

calls us to test such things so
we can find out where they really come from.
John warns
us about an age-old problem
– false prophecy. People and
associated spiritual forces that
claim to speak God’s will and
ways but in fact, their message
is not the genuine article. This is
how the enemy works and how
the spirit of antichrist or “in-theplace-of-Christ” works.
In the 19th century, famous
gold rushes took place in the
USA and Australia. Prospectors
would bring in their finds of gold
to be weighed, tested and sold.
The assayers would place nitric acid (aqua fortis) or another
acid solution (aqua regia) onto
the metal to see how it reacted.
If it was true gold, it would “pass
the acid test.” This idea later
became an expression for tests
of character in people too.
The acid test here is this; does

the prophetic voice have this
genuine mark about it? That
is, does it declare Jesus was
a real flesh and blood human
being? You’ll notice that when
we dealt with this before, on
day 4, the spirit of antichrist
denied Jesus was the Son of
God, and that he is fully God.
Here, this same spirit is denying that he was fully man, that
is, the Son of Man. Over and
over again the Gospels tell us
that Jesus is the Son of God –
fully God, and the Son of Man
– fully man. He is clearly both.
However, in the first four centuries the first Christian church
had to battle constantly with
false teachings that attacked
one or other or both of these
great Biblical truths.
Praise
God they stayed faithful and
true to the “acid tests” God
gave them, including the ones
here in 1 John!
There are big spiritual issues
at stake here, who God is, how
we get saved, the nature of our
eternal salvation, our relationship with God and how we live
our lives right now. In those
days, for example, there were
false groups saying that Jesus
only seemed to be a man and
his body was not real. From
that they believed that the body
didn’t matter so you either
starved it or you indulged it
with every kind of excess. This

THE VICTORY IS OURS
He who is in you than he who
is in the world.”

is dangerous, counterfeit stuff
that robs us of eternal life and
from being forgiven and saved
by Jesus!
Even in our day, there are pressures on the church from the
enemy, to ease off on some of
our teaching about Jesus and
his message; to compromise
on, or tone down what the Bible clearly says. We have to

remain true to the Lord though,
by the power of his Spirit and
resist all such attempts to make
us give up on who Jesus really
is and what his life, death and
teachings really stand for.
Here in the middle of this passage (verse 4) is a great verse
to learn off by heart and to
speak out over and over again
in the face of pressure and
temptation. “Because, greater is

The true Son of God who lives
in us by the new birth and by
his Spirit is greater, stronger and more powerful than the
enemy, the Devil. We always
carry around in us the means
of our victory and the means of
the enemy’s defeat. I strongly
recommend you learn to speak
that verse out loud repeatedly,
into all and every situation the
enemy brings on you!
Notice also that in our quest to
establish who Jesus really is we
will be speaking a different language to the world around us.
We speak the language of the

Bible, of eternal life, of the things
of God. The world and those
who want to re-define who Jesus is, don’t even understand
what those things are; things
like faith, living right by God’s
standards, being accountable
to God, and self control (Acts
24:25).
The world may not
grasp who we are, or what we
are about, but God knows and
so do all others who love him
and follow Christ and his word.
As on Day 3’s notes, John tells
us that through all of this that
we have overcome – victory is
ours (verse 4).

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
HOW MUCH DO I TEST THINGS I HEAR,
AND SAY, “YES,” TO, MAYBE TOO QUICKLY?
THAT INCLUDES POPULAR IDEAS, MY
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND, THE MEDIA AND
ITS ATTITUDES AND SO ON.
HOW MUCH DO I BELIEVE AND EXPERIENCE
THAT THE JESUS IN ME IS GREATER THAN
THE ENEMY’S POWER?

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud):
ASK GOD TO GIVE YOU HIS VICTORY TO
OVERCOME BY THE CHRIST WHO LIVES IN US.
ASK GOD TO HELP YOU TEST WHAT COMES YOUR
WAY IN LIFE SO YOU CAN BE SPIRITUALLY ALERT
AND AWAKE IN OUR DAY AND GENERATION.

1 JOHN 4

January 8
DAY 8:
LOVE

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God;
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
8 The one who does not love does not know God, for
God is love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in
us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world
so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one
has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God
abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 13 By this we
know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has
given us of His Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the
Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.15
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God. 16 We have come to know
and have believed the love which God has for us. God is
love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him. 17 By this, love is perfected with us,
so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment;
because as He is, so also are we in this world. 18 There
is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because
fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not
perfected in love. 19 We love, because He first loved us.
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother,
he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother
whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not
seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that
the one who loves God should love his brother also.

The famous Taj Mahal is one of
the 7 wonders of the world and
is a monument to love. In 1607
Shah Jahan saw the love of his
life, Mumtaz Mahal when he was
just 14 years old and she was
15. They married 5 years later. In 1631 she died giving birth
to their 14th child. Heartbroken, he set to work to build the
most spectacular memorial to her
memory and 22 years later and
with the help of 22,000 labourers
the famous Taj Mahal was completed. Shah Jahan died in 1666
and was buried alongside his
sweetheart. Love will do amazing
things and motivate us in ways
that nothing else will!
In our passage today we learn
that God is love (verses 8 and
16), and that out of that love he
took the initiative and did something amazing for us. Even when
we didn’t love him he loved us
and sent Jesus to die in our
place on the cross as a sacrifice
to pay for, and cover our sins.
This is total, one-sided love on
God’s part towards people and it
begs the question, “How do we
respond to love like that?”
The first thing is we do is love
him back (verse 19). How tragic
that so much of the human race
doesn’t recognise that love and
respond to God!
The second thing we do is to
love one another because when
we come to know God he puts

love in our hearts that we can
give to others.
I once heard someone complaining in church, that no
one loved them. The pastor
said to them, “Are you born
again?” To which they replied,
“Of course.” Then showing the
person this passage he said,
“So if you are born of God, you
must have love in you because
the Bible says so.” “Yes,” they
agreed. So he said, “If you
want love, go and give love
from what Christ has put in you.
If you want to get love, give
love.” It may not have impacted
them much but, as I overheard,
it really struck me and helped
me see something about love.
God has shown us his love by
sending Jesus to die for us.
When we give our hearts to him
and return that love he fills us
with more love to give away to
others. What does that look like
in practice and in real practical terms? It means we are so
filled with him and his love that
we already have all the fullness
and satisfaction we need in life.
We are already filled up! So
we don’t need to be chasing
the things that other people are
chasing to get themselves filled.
Instead, we can die to all of
that human need and want, and
give out to others the love, care
and goodness of God that he
has placed inside us. This is
how Jesus was and this is what
verse 17 calls us to be like,

“because as He is, so also are
we in this world.”
We also get more of this confidence that we looked at on day
6 - confidence to know that we
are not condemned by God’s
judgement. Also we have confidence not to fear punishment
from God because we understand that Jesus was already
punished (as our propitiation),
and we, by living with love as
he lived, will be rewarded and
need have no fear of our future
meeting with God.
I was taking part in a public debate at a medical centre
and the speaker for the motion
went first, arguing aggressively
that ‘abortion was a woman’s
right.’ When it came my turn
to speak I asked for volunteers
to have been the ones aborted.
No one, not even the speaker raised a hand. “No courage of their convictions here,”
I thought. I was then heckled
and asked what I would do
with all these ‘unwanted children.’ So, again I asked them

a question, “Do you have it in
you to love the unloved, to want
the unwanted, to care for the
ones no one will care for?” A
sudden shame seemed to fall
on the audience. Then I felt
empowered to greater boldness
by the Holy Spirit so I stopped
debating and started preaching.
“Because we do,” I continued,
“We have that love, to love the
un-loved, to want the unwanted, to care for the uncared for.
There is never any need for
what you are proposing, because we can do it!” There
was a quiet in the hall after
that. I don’t think anyone there
who wasn’t a believer had ever
heard this kind of talk before.
But I was only expressing what
this passage of the Bible is
saying. The debate was more
subdued after that and people
seemed pretty “sheepish” about
pushing the anti-life argument
from then on. I don't remember
what the vote came out like, but
whatever it was, I think the love
of God had won the real argument of the day.

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
HOW MUCH DO I EXPECT TO TAKE LOVE
AND HOW MUCH DO I EXPECT TO GIVE IT?
HOW MUCH DO I BELIEVE IN AND APPRECIATE
THE LOVE GOD HAS FOR ME FIRST, BEFORE I
EVER LOVED HIM BACK? HOW MUCH DO I
APPRECIATE JESUS SACRIFICE OF LOVE?

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud):
TELL GOD YOU LOVE HIM AND THANK
HIM FOR HIS GREAT LOVE. THANK HIM TOO
FOR HIS SACRIFICE OF JESUS THAT TAKES
AWAY OUR PUNISHMENT.
ASK GOD TO HELP YOU LOVE THE
UNLOVED AND THE UNLOVELY, TO LIVE OUT
OF BEING SO FILLED THAT YOU CAN JUST
GIVE OUT HIS LOVE ALL DAY LONG.

1 JOHN 5

January 9
DAY 9:
OVERCOMING

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,
and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of
Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and observe His commandments. 3
For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 4
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and
this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.
5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the One
who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with
the water only, but with the water and with the blood. It
is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 If
we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God
is greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has
testified concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes
in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one
who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has
given concerning His Son. 11 And the testimony is this,
that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does
not have the Son of God does not have the life.

“

HOW DID HE
DO ON THE
WAY DOWN?

”

On 14th October 2012 the Austrian, Felix Baumgartner
achieved an incredible feat as the world watched online and on TV. He jumped from a balloon over 24
miles high, free falling for 4 minutes and 19 seconds,
and setting numerous world records for skydiving at
the time. Why did he do it? Well apart from the usual reasons like having a daredevil mentality, the quest
for adventure and, simply, “Because it’s there,” he had
another reason. He believed something. He believed
it was possible for a person to travel faster than sound
without being in any kind of vehicle.
It was not easy going for him, though, as he suffered
terrible claustrophobia in his pressurised suit and had to

undergo specialist training to help overcome
his fear. How did he do on the way down?
What we believe in life is probably more important than we perhaps realise. I think many
people often think a belief is an idea that’s
a bit like a spare wheel in a car. It’s there
for when you might need it, if ever, abut it’s
comforting to know it’s there, just in case.
Unless that day or crisis moment comes, it
will just sit there, in the back of the car, unnoticed and not doing anything.
However, the human heart and mind don’t

work like that and neither do beliefs. Beliefs don’t just stay in a
corner of our heads and sit there
quietly. They are active, busy
things that refuse to ‘lie down’
and wait for us to call on them.
They constantly work away at us
from the inside out. In the end
they find their way out of the corner we leave them in and start to
affect our daily lives. These small
thoughts and ideas are so powerful that they will one day determine our future and our destiny.

One time, I was sitting in a meeting when this was all being shared
with us as trainee cell leaders. It was a ‘light bulb’ moment for
me as the speaker said these powerful words that have echoed in
me ever since. He said, “Beliefs have consequences!” Something
will happen to us as a result of our beliefs. We will form wants,
devise plans, and make things happen act all on the basis of our
beliefs. So it is important to know what we believe and what are
the right things to believe. This is where our passage starts. If we
believe Jesus is the one special person whom God sent into the
world to rescue us all from our human condition and sin, then that
belief has consequences. If we
truly believe that, we will respond,
become born again and give him
our lives (verse 1).
The outcome of all of that is –
and here we go again with one
of the major themes of this letter – love (verse 2). Love for
God and love for others. Another
kind of love also follows this belief – love for his word and his
commands. This kind of love
does not respond to God’s word
and commands as some kind of
heavy burden, as a hassle, as a
requirement I would rather not
have put on me and something I
don’t want to do. Rather, it sees
it as something we want to do
because of love, to please the
other person. It’s a joy and a
privilege, not a drag and a duty.
Verse 4 tells us again that we have
overcome the pressures, ungodly
beliefs and lifestyles of the world
around us. Notice how that happens in two ways: First, ”whatever is born of God.” This is what
Dr Derek Prince was referring to
on day 5. This is the born again,
unable to sin ‘thing’, the seed of

his Son that God puts inside of
us. That thing, that seed, is the
Jesus seed and it cannot sin
or do wrong. It has a constant
Godward leaning and direction.
It wants only to do his will and
live by his ways. Will we let
it flourish and grow? Will we
feed and nurture the life of that
seed of perfection?
Second is faith. Faith working with this seed overcomes
the world.
What does that
faith look like? It’s like Abra-

ham’s faith. When he looked
at himself he couldn’t see anything that made him think God’s
promise would work. However,
when he looked at God he saw
all the ability and all the faithfulness to make it work (Romans
4:19 to 20). Here we go for the
third time – victory!
Can you believe it? Because if
you can believe it… remember,
beliefs have consequences. A
consequence of believing that
Jesus is the Son of God is…
your victory! Can you see now
why the enemy wants to attack
this belief so much and rob
you of and deny you your victory? Can you state your belief
and say it out loud in faith even
now? Victory! (verses 4 and 5)
Verses 6 to 11 now centre
around one word – “testimony”
or witness. God is giving us
some witnesses to these things
in order to help us believe and
have faith in Christ’s victory.
The point of all of these verses
is to say to us that God is not
lying to us. He really means
it. He wants us to be sure of
that. Victory and overcoming
the world with all its pulls and
pressures is what God has for
us. Can we believe that? Because if we can believe it, beliefs have consequences.
Witnesses number 1 and 2
come from Jesus’ death on
the cross. There are all kinds

of excellent sermons and symbolisms on what the water and
the blood stand for but the most
straightforward interpretation is
to go to John’s Gospel. (By the
way, Bible teachers think that this
letter was circulated along with
the Gospel itself.)
John 19:34 But one of the soldiers
pierced His side with a spear,
and immediately blood and water
came out. 35 And he who has
seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that
he is telling the truth, so that you
also may believe.
John is referring to himself in verse
35. He was there, he saw the
cross, and he saw Jesus die. He
saw the spear go in and the result.
In its simplest interpretation blood
and water tells us that Jesus really was dead. (There are various
medical ideas out there for what
this means, the main ones being either some kind of separating out of blood and plasma after
death, or a release of fluid build
up in the lungs followed by blood
from the heart.) We don’t know
exactly, but one thing is sure,
you can’t be alive after all of that!
Remember, in John’s day certain
groups, who said they believed,
falsely claimed that Jesus was
not a real, physical person but a
spiritual being only. They taught
that when he was on the cross he
only seemed to be there and did
not really suffer and die physically. John makes it very clear

that Jesus did suffer and die physically. It is
essential for us to believe that he died physically in order for his death to be effective in
redeeming us. John, of course, always sees
deeper meanings in these things through the
Spirit so other interpretations will be working
here as well, especially as John states these
two things are separate witnesses. Here’s a
chance for you to study further since we don’t
have space here for more (e.g. John 3:3&5)

cannot lie and can only ever
speak the truth, is with every
believer and he speaks to the
heart of every believer (verses 6). He gives us a witness
inside, an inner assurance
of these things (verse 10).
No wonder Charles Wesley
wrote in a hymn, “I hear, I
feel, He died for me.”

Witness number 3 is the Spirit. Like John, he
was there at the crucifixion and he witnessed
and saw it all. This same Holy Spirit who

John says we often hear human witnesses and are prepared to believe them a lot

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
WHAT DO I REALLY BELIEVE ABOUT GOD,
JESUS, THE HOLY SPIRIT AND MY SALVATION?
HOW MUCH DO I BELIEVE I THAT I HAVE
THE VICTORY IN HIM AND CAN BE AN OVERCOMER?

PRAY ABOUT:

of the time. How much more, then, should we believe God and the witness
he provides for us through eyewitness testimony, physical evidence and the
Holy Spirit speaking to hearts right now (verses 9 and 10)? No one would
even dare to call God a liar or a false witness, but if we fail to believe in him
after he gives us these great signs and this evidence, then we doing just that!
This is God’s testimony after all.
Finally, the Bible here gives us yet another witness – eternal life. When we
believe and are “born again” God gives us eternal life and that’s the confirmation and assurance that this is all real and does work. Having eternal life
inside us is real and tangible. We experience it there, we sense and feel it
there, we see its working in our lives moment by moment. This incredible,
powerful, overcoming, spiritual life can only come from Jesus. Which must
mean that he really did die on the cross to gain it for us. That must mean his
death really was a perfect sacrifice that is able to forgive our sins, and bring
us into fellowship with God. To do that he must be the perfect Lamb of God
and that means he has to be Son of God.
And that’s where we started, with that belief. Beliefs have consequences – in
our case – eternal life in Jesus, the Son of God. And at this point, it’s all right
to clap and applaud God now! He’s done it, given us eternal life in his Son,
real life, real living!

(In your own words and out loud):
TELL GOD YOU BELIEVE – IN JESUS,
IN HIS BLOOD SHED FOR US, IN THE POWER OF
THE CROSS AND IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT
TO SPEAK TO US TODAY.
THANK GOD FOR HIS ETERNAL LIFE IN YOU.
ASK GOD TO HELP YOU OVERCOME
ALL UNBELIEF, FEAR AND DOUBT.

Felix Baumgartner became the first ever
human to break the sound barrier without
any kind of vehicle, achieving speeds of
over 840 mph!

1 JOHN 5

January 10
DAY 10:
KNOWING

13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal
life. 14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we
know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have
the requests which we have asked from Him.
16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to
death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who
commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death;
I do not say that he should make request for this. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.
18 We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who
was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him.
19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in
the power of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of God
has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know
Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, guard
yourselves from idols.

“

HOW DO WE
KNOW THINGS?

By knowing, I mean, “to be personally convinced of its truth.”
Usually, in one or two simple
ways - either by personal experience or through someone
telling us. On the whole we
tend to believe and trust what
we know by personal experience the most. But does that
even always work?

Take a look at these 5 items and see if you can work out or guess the thing
they all have in common:
Phone / Light Bulb / Online Shopping / Data Transmission / iPad or ‘Tablet’
(Answer at the end of this section)

”

‘normal,’ the everyday things of
life and to obtain our knowledge though that. We tend not
to be expecting a surprise or
to experience the “out-of-theordinary.”
When something
unusual does happen we may
not at first believe it, or we may
question it, or even try to reason
it away. Our senses may even
try to ignore it, or re-interpret it
I was once at a training day in a as something we know, in order
hotel, when I looked out of the to bring it back in line with what
window and saw Prince Charles we would more usually expect.
outside. “It can’t be him,” I
thought. So I looked around to The Bible writer here is the
see if everyone else was see- Apostle John and he expeing the same thing too, just to rienced this happening, firstmake sure I wasn’t imagining it. hand, to people during his time
I was in a bit of surprise and I with Jesus.
was thinking that maybe I was John 12:28-29: ‘Then a voice
mistaken or it was a ‘lookalike.’ came out of heaven: “I have
So, for a brief while at least, I both glorified it, and will glodoubted even my own personal rify it again.” So the crowd of
experience and senses. (But people who stood by and heard
when I looked again and saw it were saying that it had thunthe official cars, the bodyguards dered; others were saying, “An
and the crowds, I realised it re- angel has spoken to Him.’
ally was him!)
On this occasion, God did
The lesson here is that we tend something out of the ordinary
to expect our experiences to and spoke with a voice from
be in line with the usual, the heaven. In the next verse

Jesus says the voice was
from God for the people
there, and not for him, so
they should have been able
to hear it. However, notice
how the crowd re-interpret
their experience. Instead of
knowing it’s God’s voice they
explain it away as something
entirely natural or some other kind of spiritual experience. John knew, though,
that it was God’s voice, and
he heard what it said.
The lessons here are that we
can get to know God and
the things of God. Yet we
can miss it too, if we are only
ever open to what we might
consider to be the normal or
usual range of experience
and knowledge in our lives.

Here
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

are some of the things we can and should know:
That we have eternal life (verse 13)
That God hears us when we ask him (verse 14)
That we have the answers to our requests in him (verse 14)
That the one who is born again is no longer a habitual sinner, under the
power of sin (verse 18)
That the one who is born again is kept by God (verse 18)
That the one who is born again is protected from the enemy (verse 18)
That we are those who are born of God (verse 19)
That the whole of the rest of human race is under the power of the Devil
(verse 19)
That Jesus has come into the world i.e. as a man, as one of us (verse 20)
That we have been given spiritual insight and understanding (verse 20)
That we know him personally (verse 20)
That we know who he is – the Son of God (verse 20)
That he is faithful and true (that is, he can be relied on) (verse 20)
That we are now, “in Him, in Jesus the Son of God” (verse 20)
That God, the God of the Bible, the Father of Jesus is the true and living
God (verse 20)
That this life, being born of God through Jesus, is true, eternal life
(verse 20)

THAT IS AN
AWESOME LIST!
Do we, do I, really know those
things according to my definition earlier of being personally convinced about something?
Am I personally convinced about
these important things?
Do I
carry a deep down conviction
and belief about them? Because
remember… beliefs have consequences!

by John. So, we can’t say for
sure what that is from this passage alone. Other places this
is kind of sin is talked about
in the New Testament include
Matthew 12:31-32 and Hebrews 6:4-6. More chances for
you to study further.)

In the last verse, and as his
parting shot, he warns us about
If not, where can I get this knowl- one other thing that can keep us
edge and this conviction? What from knowing – idolatry (verse
university or college imparts this 21).
kind of curriculum or course?
The answer is, the “University of A few words of explanation here
1 John,” for starters.
so we understand what idolatry
is in our generation and culture.
The “University of 1 John” also Idolatry, at its heart, is “drinking
informs us about what stops us from another source that isn’t
getting this conviction and knowl- God.” When we live in God’s
edge about God. In verses 16 will and purpose, he becomes
and 17 it tells us that on-going our only source of supply in life.
sin and severe sin all stop us Doing his will feeds us spiritualknowing these things. Not in- ly, satisfies all we thirst for in life
tellectually, but practically as a and energises us in spirit and
conviction that leads to an expe- soul – and body as well in fact.
rience of them. However, we can
get help from others who are in (John knew this really well - see
a better place to help lead us out it in his Gospel - John 4:14;
of that place of sin and spiritually John 4:32 and John 7:37 for
not knowing.
starters.)
(The question of the sin leading We only ever need to ‘drink’
to death is not spelled out here and ‘eat’ - (I am using these

a brilliant definition and description I once heard from a
preacher.
“Your idol is that which drains
your strength.”
words as pictures of spiritual
things) - and be energised by
that one source. That is, God
himself!
Idolatry is when we mix something else in with God or we let
something else take his place.
We start drinking from another
source or feeding from a different place or getting our dayto-day reason for living from
somewhere or something else.

What could come under that
definition? It implies that, in
life, there are things we can
give ourselves over to that drain
us of our physical energy, time
and resources, our mental and
emotional energy including our
willpower, and our spiritual energy, including our devotional times with God and meeting
with his people.

Idols in this society can have
names like “career,” “earnings,” “comfort,” “convenience,”
“opinions,” “politics,” “friends,”
“social – media,” “me-time,”
“X-box,” and so on. You get
the idea. All idols, in whatever
form or shape they come in will
stop us knowing God and the
Now today, in our culture and things of God.
society, we don’t necessarily
have idols shaped like a statue or a form we can see in a
shrine or in a building. However, there are idols around.
Those things may not seem too
bad on the face of it, or may
not be bad or sinful in themselves. Yet, they are competing with God for the best in our
lives and, therefore, they are by
definition other ‘gods’ or idols.

So, what is an idol for us and
how do we spot them Here is

THINK ABOUT:

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY TO ME
ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT MY LIFE?
HOW MUCH DO I REALLY KNOW
AND HAVE A PERSONAL CONVICTION
ABOUT THESE THINGS?
HOW MUCH OF AN IDOLATER
AM I REALLY BY THE ABOVE DEFINITION?

PRAY ABOUT:

(In your own words and out loud):
ASK GOD FOR WHAT THE APOSTLE
PAUL CALLS “THE POWER TO KNOW”
(EPHESIANS 3: 18 TO19).
GO THROUGH THE LIST AND PRAY OVER AS
MANY AS YOU FELL LED TO BY THE SPIRIT.
ASK GOD TO HELP YOU RECOGNISE AND
REPENT OF ALL SIN, AND IDOLATRY SO YOU
CAN TRULY KNOW HIS GREAT LOVE, POWER
AND ETERNAL LIFE, FEEDING, SUSTAINING
AND TOTALLY SATISFYING YOU IN LIFE.

The inventors of all of them knew these things could be a huge success. But the
‘experts’ – the leaders of large industries and businesses - wouldn’t back any of these inventions at the time. They refused to believe that they would find any use in the modern world or
that people would be interested in them. They could see no point to them and no place for
them, so they turned them down. Can you imagine life without any of them now?
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