Friday, 20 March 2020
Dear Harvest Church Members, and Friends and Guests
Meeting Together On-Line
Thank you for your great response to all that is happening in our nation and in the world at this
time. Thank you for your great hearts for each other and for God, and thank you also for the
brilliant way you are looking out for, and looking after, each other. During the past few days we
have been in contact with our partner churches and all of them are taking exactly the same kind
of action that we are having to. Like us, they are feeling their way forward in the Lord as to how
best to stay in contact with each other, and we are all sharing and comparing our perspectives as
well as our practical ideas.
In our last letter to you all, we said we would follow up with more information about how we can
continue to connect with each other for meetings and prayer, for encouragement and support.
During the past week some of our city groups have begun to meet over the Internet. The
feedback so far is actually very positive. These meetings have gone well and are a blessing to
have at this time. We are obviously still learning a lot, so thank you for your patience while we
get more expert in all of this.
Our good news for this week is that we think we have found an easy to use and reliable way for
us to have larger group meetings over the Internet. We have been working this week to explore
how we might do this, and we have come up with something for this Sunday, so we can at least
make a start. Here is the basic information about this and at the end of this letter there is a
separate document with all the details you will need to get online and join us all on Sunday!
We are going to use a piece of software called “Zoom.” It’s free to you to use. (We just pay a small
monthly subscription from the church that covers us all and unlike other platforms, it doesn’t
have adverts or other unwanted content.) All you have to do, just once, is get set up and this
takes only a minute or two. To do this, either download the free app to your phone (iPhone and
Android) or use your home laptop or computer (a free piece of software will ask to install the
first time you use it). After that all you have to do for any meeting is click on a link that we will
send you. Each meeting will have its own link and unique code for that meeting. When you click
on it or type it in, you will automatically be joined. We can use this for Sundays and other
meetings if we wish. It’s a two-way connection so we can be more interactive in our city group
connections as well.
Meeting in this way naturally means we will have to make changes to what we have done in the
past, so here is our plan for this Sunday. Please can you help us afterwards by giving feedback to
your City Group leaders? We want to learn from this time and improve what we are doing.
Thank you for your help in this way.

Details of IHC Sunday On Line Meetings:
Setting:
In a home with a family from different members of the leadership team. This week: at home with
Clive and Sally, Ben, Charis, Leo, Stella and Halvard, and Doug, Lily and Jonah.
Times:
The meeting will start at our regular time of 10.30am and will last for an hour.
Content:
For the first 20 minutes there will be a welcome and prayer, worship songs with Doug and Lily
(do join in at your end), then there will be a message of about 30 mins and the final 10 mins will
be prayer for us all and any notices and announcements.
Getting set up:
As this is our first “Zoom” meeting together, we will turn on our host computer early at 10.00am
so you can do the simple set-up either then or ahead of time, and run a test to join in, check your
camera and sound etc.
How to connect to the meeting:
We do appreciate that some of us may not be that “tech-savvy” or may not have the means to
connect via the internet in this way. City group leaders will do all they can to help cover any gaps
and please do help each other as well where you can. We want as many as possible to be able to
join in and be ministered to.
Note: when you log in to the meeting via the link, there are buttons to turn your screen camera
on or off. We will know that you’ve logged in to the meeting, but if you are in your pyjamas, feel
free to turn off your camera! Because of the potential numbers, we would ask you to keep your
microphone on the muted setting on Sunday, but for a city group, you will be able to participate.
Thank you for your patience and willingness to try this. We believe it is going to be a vital
spiritual lifeline for us all, and not just for us. We can’t invite friends and family to the church
building at this challenging time, but we can take the opportunity to invite them to join us on line.
We are very happy for you share this link with anyone else you want to invite to join in with us.
We want to speak hope, faith and trust in the Lord at a time of great need in the nation. We are
sure we’re all praying for God to use this time of great pressure to grab people’s attention about
what really matters both in this life and in the next! So, do share the link below and use it as a
way to invite others in.
It is possible to record the meeting with Zoom and we are finding out how we can all access the
recording after the meeting has finished. We will keep you informed. Also, kids - we want kids to
be part of all of this. This week they can join in with family together. In future weeks we will be
looking at what special and specific things we can do for them. We’ll email you regularly and keep
you updated about our plans, and your city group leaders will stay in touch through the usual
channels.
We look forward to fellowshipping with as many of you as possible this Sunday and in the
coming weeks.
God bless you and keep you safe in your spirit and in your health.
With much love
Clive and Sally

How to get set up with Zoom
On a phone or iPad/tablet:
Go to app store for your phone or device – (App Store or Android)
Download the free Zoom App (iPhone – blue ZOOM Cloud Meetings)
Once the App is installed: either click on the link: https://zoom.us/j/746800332
Or, pen the App, then click on the “JOIN MEETINGS” button
Then type in the code number for our meeting: 746 800 332 (ignore the spaces)
Either way, you should then join the meeting
On a laptop or desktop, Mac or PC:
Open your web browser (Safari, Chrome etc.)
Click on this link: https://zoom.us/j/746800332 or paste it into the top bar of your browser
The first time you do this will be asked to download some free software – follow the prompts.
You may need to shut down and re-load your browser at this point depending you your machine.
Click on the link or paste it in again
You should then join the meeting
If you’re not joined in automatically, try again like this:
Click on this link: https://zoom.us/join
Type in your meeting ID 746 800 332
And you’ll be joined to the meeting – any problems please call your City Group leader
If you want to set up early you can download the software ahead of time – highly recommended:
Click here: https://zoom.us/download

For further help if you need it: Click on this link or go to this webpage – it’s really simple and easy
to understand for ordinary, “non-tech” people.
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/categories/200101697

