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September & October 2019 

  NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

   BUILDING BRIDGES 
 

     In our last newsletter we talked 

about the first part (Love God) of our three-part vi-

sion statement. Our mission of making disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world is 

carried out through our vision statement which is to 

Love God, Build Bridges, and Grow Together. To-

day we will delve into the second part – Building 

Bridges. 

     The idea of building bridges is all about helping 

connect people with the Lord as well as connecting 

ourselves with our neighbors wherever we may find 

them. More specifically, we have defined building 

bridges as 1. Bringing the lost to God, 2. Applying 

time, talent, and treasure to that goal, and 3. Support-

ing meaningful community engagement that helps 

bring people closer to Christ. 

     As part of our core values we  have agreed that it 

is our sacred duty to reach out to everyone we can to 

share God’s love and grace. We are to be actively 

seeking to bring the lost to God as well as encourage 

one another to grow in our relationship with God. 

     It is our conviction and belief that we are to be 

fully committed to serving rather than being served 

so that God will be glorified (Isaiah 40:31, Romans 

8:38–39, Acts 2:42–47). This is further evidenced in 

Paul’s words to the Hebrews. Hebrews 10:24-25 

(NIV) And let us consider how we may spur one an-

other on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving 

up meeting together, as some are in the habit of do-

ing, but encouraging one another—and all the more 

as you see the Day approaching. 

     Our core values also remind us that we believe it 

is vital to be good stewards of all God has given us. 

Therefore, we are committed to giving of ourselves, 

our time, our talents, our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts, our service, and our witness to be all God has 

called us to be and build whatever bridges are need-

ed in order to make disciples of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 

4:10). Here’s where the rubber meets the road my 

friends. This is our vision; it is our mission; given to 

us by God. How will each of us apply ourselves to 

building bridges in the coming months and years? 

How is God calling you to use all that you are and all 

you’ve been blessed with to help build the kingdom 

of God? 

     Let us join together in prayer, in spirit, and in our 

efforts to build as many bridges as we can so others 

may come to know the saving grace of Jesus that we 

enjoy as well as help and be helped in continuing to 

grow in our own faith along the way. 

     God bless you and thank you for your sacrifice 

and faithfulness. 

                                                        Pastor Darren 

 

Health Cabinet News:  
 

     The health cabinet met in August to 

plan for their next year of events.   

     The members of the cabinet are:  Don 

Spahr, Gene and Marie McMahan, Dianne 

Pack, Sebrina Capen, Linda Martin, Jayne Bab-

cock and Robyn Mercker.   

     We will continue doing blood pressure checks on 

fellowship Sundays.   

     Mark your calendars for a back to school carry in 

on September 8th.  It will be in fellowship hall after 

church.  Please bring a dish to share.   

     On October 6th, plan to be at church and receive 

your flu shot.  Amber Turner will be coming from 

the Grant County Health Department to make it easy 

to stay healthy this flu season.   

     November 3rd, please stay after fellowship time 

to watch the quick video showing how to use our life 

saving AED or automatic electronic defibrilla-

tors.  We need to feel comfortable with the AED’s in 

case we ever need to use them.   
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 HEALTH   CABINET CONTINUED . . . 

     The first aid boxes are going to be reorganized 

and made easier to use.  There will be ready-made 

ice packs in both freezers if needed for an injury.   

     The health cabinet will meet again in October and 

will be working on a ―Walk to better health‖ plan for 

January through April to keep us off the couch and in 

better health.   

     Please feel free to share any ideas you may have 

with any of the cabinet members.  God is so good to 

allow our church this opportunity to work together 

for our health and our well being.   

                            Blessings in Jesus, Robyn Mercker 

    Barbara Anderson would like to thank all  the people 
who came and supported Rock at the Park. We had anoth-
er successful Year! 

                                UMW auction 2019 
                        is underway!!! 

 
                               Saturday 

                                November 23rd  
 
Work Session Dates:  (in Holsten Hall) 
         Saturday, Sept. 21st 9 am – 12:00 
         Saturday, Oct. 12th 9am – 12:00      
 
     Please come help us make some neat items for the auc-
tion.  

     We need candles, hand towels, wash cloths, soft socks, 
IU items, colts items, beach towels, beach accessories, 
chocolate etc. anything that you can think of, more baskets 
and containers..  

     Please ask Marie or Dianne for a complete list of items 
still needed to complete some of the baskets.  Thank you 
for you help.  

     If you have any questions, please contact Rhonda, Jayne 
or Marie.  

 
     Choir practice will begin on 
September 5th at 7pm and the 
Choir will start singing on Sun-
day, September 8th.   
     Come join in. 
 

 

JAMES DEAN 
BREAKFAST 

 
Saturday, 

September 28, 2019 
     in Holsten Hall 
 
     Serving Time has been changed to 7:00am until 
10:30am. 

     Work Shifts will also be needed before and after these 
times.   

     WE NEED YOU!  Anyone who is able to help with the 
breakfast, please see Beth Fitzjarrald to sign up. 

 

 

Giving Above and 

Beyond Our Tithe 
 

     The Leadership Council has 

designated a second projector for 

the sanctuary as our  new project.  

           

Estimate cost is $8000.00.   

Donations received: 2620.00 

 

     Rational:  A second projector will enhance our 

worship service by allowing everyone to equally and 

easily view the scriptures, song lyrics, and videos we 

use during our worship. 

     If you would like to be a part of 

expanding our hospitality to every-

one in the sanctuary please prayer-

fully consider making a contribu-

tion. 

     Thank you and God bless you.        
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Servant Discipleship: 
The Gospel of Mark  

AGAINST RELIGIOUS 
TRADITION  

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 | Mark 7:1-23 
 

 

     “Business as usual” can be a roadblock 
when it comes to innovation and progress. 

Whether at work or in our churches, if we 

do things just because “that’s the way we 
have always done it,” we may be standing 

in the way of needed improvements. 

     In Mark 7, Jesus confronts some tradi-

tions practiced by the Pharisees and teach-

ers of the Law. Notice that the writer men-
tions “tradition(s)” five times in verses 3, 

4, 5, 8, and 9. These traditions had started 
with good intentions, based on Scripture. 

But over the years, they expanded into 
layers of empty rituals. 

     The Jewish Mishnah says, “Tradition is 

a fence around the law.” The ceremonial 
washing of hands was one such tradition 

that had taken on a life of its own. When 
the Pharisees asked Jesus, “Why do your 

disciples not do what everyone else has 
been doing?” Jesus appealed to Isaiah 

29:13. He said substituting tradition for re-
al worship of God has been a problem of 

the ages. Human- created religious tradi-
tion can allow people to praise God vocally 

without having a heart for God; and rituals 
can take the place of genuine faith (v. 6). 

     The Pharisees had established a prac-

tice called Corban, meaning “dedicated to 
God”. This was a vow to set aside money 

for the Lord. But one did not actually have 

to distribute the money, but only to say 

the funds were Corban. Then, if a parent 
needed financial help, an adult child could 

say the higher honor would be to hold his 
money for the Lord. Obviously, this tradi-

tion needed to be questioned. 

     Jesus said it was not what we do on the 
outside that matters, but the condition of 

our heart (v. 15). We are to be less con-
cerned with keeping traditions and more 

concerned about a heart fully devoted to 
God. 

APPLY THE WORD 

     Serving God requires thoughtfulness 
and humility. When you have to reconsider 

practices within your church that have be-

come tradition but are not scripturally 
mandated, try to ask honest questions and 

be open to change. Be flexible and gra-
cious to those asking for changes. Most of 

all, be open to the Spirit’s leading in each 
situation. 

PRAY WITH US 

     Lord, we pray that you give us the abil-
ity to serve you thoughtfully and humbly, 

that we will be sensitive to the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit in every situation, and that 
we as the body of Christ will be open to 

godly change in our churches. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?utm_campaign=TW_Daily%20Devotional_August%20-Do%20Not%20Delete-%20%3A%20Copy&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&search=Mark+7%3a1-23&elqTrackId=9dc5ed8d80f94bd0b1f31e387cedfc61&elq=9f599ebb98fa460ea84d038196fa785f&elqaid=
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June/July 

2019 Fiscal Year Budget: $168,234,  

Monthly Goal: $14,020  Funds needed per week $3,235 

                                                                June                 July 

Thank you for your faithful support. 

      Your Finance Team &  

     Leadership Council 

 

It’s Never to Late to Start . . .  
  

    By utilizing the latest methods of electronic bank-

ing, eGive ensures that your pledge/offering are deliv-

ered electronically, increasing efficiency and saving 

resources and time for you, the giver.  Convenience is 

a big part of eGive.  No more writing weekly or 

monthly checks or getting behind on your pledge be-

cause of weather, vacations, etc.  Through your bank, 

you would make your pledge using the bank Bill Pay 

method.   

 

eGive Benefits 

     eGive makes good stewardship easy and conven-

ient. 

     You will never get behind on your pledges because 

the eGive transactions are scheduled (through bank 

Bill Pay) for the amount and on the date selected. 

    This eliminates the need to write a check and bring 

your envelope on weekly basis. You will still need to 

write checks for special giving (Missions, Easter 

Flowers, Projector, Building Fund, VBS, etc.) 

     Your Bill Pay payment provides you an instant re-

ceipt for your records. 

     The church will be provided a notification of your 

pledge for the Financial Secretary’s records when your 

bank sends a bill pay check. Remember; tell your bank 

that you want to sign up Bill Pay.  

 

How Do I Sign Up? 

     Contact our church treasurer who will assist you in 

setting up your electronic payment. 

Your payment (pledge) is made through your own 

bank using Bill Pay. This is Direct Debit Giving, 

where your donation is given directly from your bank 

account to the Church’s account. 

     The payment will be made to The Fairmount State 

Bank, 101 North Main Street, PO Box 8, Fairmount, 

IN 46928. 

     The payment account will be requested when you 

initially set up the payment.  For example:  Routing # 

074904365, act# 006xxxx.  Our treasurer will provide 

the complete number when you are ready to set it up.  

General Fund  Giving  9,148 14,801 

Mission Donations           0 0 

Other Designated Donations 0 0 

Total Income:     13,703 10,026 

   

Expenses Amount Amount 

Tithing Conf. & Dist. 0 0 

Pastoral Support                      6,667 7,052 

Staff Salaries               1,208 1,208 

Office Supplies   183 244 

Trustees            5,000 2,050 

Finance/Stewardship     0 0 

Family/Adult/Youth Minis-

tries   
81 34 

Worship/Hospitality   100 0 

Outreach Ministries  275 0 

Designated Giving   0 0 

Total Expenses   13,514 10,588 

   

Reserved Designated Funds 12,046 0 

Memorial Gift Funds    4,286 0 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
SEPTEMBER 
09/01   Anita Manwell 
09/13   JD Hunt 
09/14   Nick Roth 
09/16   Anna Roth 
09/18   Darren Williams 
09/21   Janet Dailey 
09/22   Kelsey Fitzjarrald 
09/22   Linda Rogers 
09/22   Abby Manwell 
09/23   Jason Sharkey 
09/24   Jason Reehling 
09/27   Bette Landis 
09/30   Jalen Nevels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OCTOBER 
10/02   Skylar Landis 
10/06   Katelyn Shouse 
10/06   Gene McMahan 
10/08   Tootie Titus 
10/13   Katti Sneed 
10/14    Ron Anderson 
10/14   Jill Reehling 
10/15    Bob McGraw 
10/16    Jane Maurer 
10/16    Wanda Carter 
10/19   Dalton Sneed 
10/20   Steve Sharkey 
10/20    Ed Trice 
10/20    Amy Evans 
10/20   Jamilynn Landis 
10/21   Madison Snyder 
10/21   Andy Sharkey 
10/23   Barbara Anderson 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries  
 
SEPTEMBER 
09/04   Andy & Susy Presswood 
09/18   Michael & Gloria Tincher 
09/25   Don & Sara Spahr 
09/30   Jerry & Janet Vardaman 
 

OCTOBER 
10/03   Steve & Marolyn Turner 
10/14   Andrew & Kate Mercker 
10/25   Mike & Amy Evans 

 
 

 

     I would like to thank you the church for letting me 
serve as your church secretary for the pas 6 1/2 
years.   

     I will be retiring on September 30th.  On or around 
October 15th Jack and I will be going to Texas during 
the winter months.  We plan to be back in April.   

     I have loved serving God here in the church.   

                 May God bless each and everyone of you. 

                                                                   Love, Jenny and Jack Covington 
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HEAD USHER 
Wilbur Webb                  
 
LITURGIST 
Jonah Johnson 
 
COMMUNION STEWARD 
Janet Vardaman 
 
AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger,  
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Jonah Johnson  
 
DOOR GREETERS 
6-Kellie Hunt 
13-Ed & Carol Trice 
20-Linda Martin 
27-Joe & Anita Manwell 
 
 
 
ACOLYTES 
6-Mara & Emma Reehling 
13-Robert Cox 
20-Zella Holloway &  
     Hadleigh Jump 
27-Jamarah Landis 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
6-Steve & Marolyn Turner 
13-Dennis & Darlene 
Clevenger 
20-Linda Martin 
27-Mae Gossett 
 
 
 
 

 
NURSERY 

6-TBA 
13-TBA 
20-TBA 
27-TBA 
 

PRE-SCHOOL 
13-Jane Sharkey 
20-Jane Sharkey 
27-Jane Sharkey 
 
Elementary K-5 
13-Barb Anderson 
20-Barb Anderson 
27-Barb Anderson 
 
Jr. High 
13-Marilyn Roth 
20-Marilyn Roth 
27-Marilyn Roth 
 
High School  6-12 
13-Cheryl Williams 
20-Cheryl Williams 
27-Cheryl Williams 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
6-Nikki Hensley 
 

The Faithful in Action 

HEAD USHER 

Steve Turner 

 

LITURGIST 

Jill Reehling 

 

COMMUNION STEWARD 

Nikki Hensley 

 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger, 
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Jonah Johnson  
 
DOOR GREETERS   
1-Charlie & Dianne Pack 
8-Mike & Wanda Carter 
15-Carol Ann Gallo 
     Fred Moore 
22-Mae Gossett 
29– Mike & Rose Kegg 
 
ACOLYTES 
1-Mara & Emma Reehling 
8-Robert Cox 
15-Zella Holloway &  
     Hadleigh Jump 
22-Adara Bellus 
29-Jamarah Landis 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
1-JD & Kellie Hunt 
8-Charlie & Dianne Pack 
15-Steve & Jane Sharkey 
22-Gordon Gough 
29-Jerry & Janet Vardaman 
 
 
 

NURSERY 
1-Darlene Clevenger 
8-TBA 
15--TBA 
22-TBA 
29-TBA 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
8-Jane Sharkey 
15-Jane Sharkey 
22-Jane Sharkey 
29-Jane Sharkey 
 
Elementary-K-5 
8-Carol Ann Gallo 
15-Carol Ann Gallo 
22-TBA 
29-Carol Ann Gallo 
 
Jr. High 
8-Marilyn Roth 
15-Marilyn Roth 
22-Marilyn Roth 
29-Marilyn Roth 
 
High School 6-12 
8-Cheryl Williams 
15-Cheryl Williams 
22-Cheryl Williams 
29-Cheryl Williams 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
1-TBA 
 
 

SEPTEMBER                                 OCTOBER 


