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November and December 2021 

  NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 
          

    Time is flying by so fast. 
It is already November. The 

Advent season starts on November 28 
this year since Advent begins four Sun-
days before Christmas. So, it is time to 
start thinking about Christmas. We are 
getting closer to meeting our baby king! 
What is your memory of Christmas when 
you were young? What is a Christmas 
tradition in your family? What kind of 
food do you have or what movies do you 

watch each year? 

    I never had Christmas stockings or 
Christmas gifts when I was young since 
these were not part of our tradition. 
There were no Christmas presents, no 
Christmas tree at home, and no Christ-
mas dinner with the family. My country 
was poor in the past, so we never ex-
pected to get Christmas gifts or even 
birthday gifts, but nobody was upset 
about this. I remember that there was 
only one Chinese restaurant in my home 
town but we did not even dream about 
having a special meal at a restaurant on 
Christmas Eve. We did not have a Christ-
mas dinner at home either. However, 
we had a special Christmas dinner at 
church after the Christmas Eve program. 
We went to church on Christmas Eve for 
the special service and program, and on 
Christmas day for the service. I used to 
go to church at lunch time on Christmas 
Eve and came back home in the morning 

on Christmas day after finishing up  

caroling.  

    Since I was in college, it became a 
tradition for us to give and take Christ-
mas gifts or to go to a special restaurant 
during the Christmas season. I was so 
happy when we started to give and take 
Christmas gifts for family members and 
friends. However, I miss the time when 
we just focused on celebrating the baby 
Jesus. Back then, we were not even 
thinking of receiving Christmas gifts. We 
did not know the theological meaning of 
the incarnation or the Messiah, but we 
were just so excited about his coming 
into the world and we wanted to cele-
brate this by singing songs, dancing, do-
ing skits, and playing musical instru-

ments.  

    It is well known truth that Christmas 
has become a holiday even for Chris-
tians and that people started to see 
Christmas as one of the holidays and as 
a time of materialistic self-indulgence. 
Our society is getting preoccupied with 
consumerism to the point where we do 
not care about what we are celebrating. 
We are like people who go to a birthday 
party but leave there without knowing 
whose birthday it is. And even worse, 
we bring gifts for each other and do not 
bring presents to the one who is to be 
celebrated. Consumerism makes us con-
fused about how we want to celebrate 

the birthday of Jesus.  

Have you ever been challenged to pick a 
meaningful present for your loved one? I 
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did this. We spend so much of our time, 
money, or energy, setting up birthday 
parties for our loved ones. We consider 
so many things for them: what color 
they like, what type of music they like, 
what flowers they like, which food they 

enjoy, and what gift we will pick.  

    Christmas is Jesus’ birthday, not our 
own. It should be exciting, celebrated, 
and honoring to Jesus. It is a party for 
Jesus. We need to figure out what Jesus 
loves, what type of people he wants us 
to invite, what will make him feel hap-
py, what type of music he will be into, 
or what kind of present he will love. 
When my older daughter, Rachel, was 
young, like between 8 and 10, she loved 
stationery such as pretty pencils, stick-
ers, notes, pens, diaries, and mechani-
cal pencils. She was happy when I 
bought that kind of stuff for her birth-
day present or on children’s day. When 
my birthday, Christmas, or Mother’s Day 
came she did not hesitate to buy a me-
chanical pencil for me, because it was 
the best present for her. After I got five 
mechanical pencils I had to tell her that 
I did not need another one. Since then, I 
needed to give some hint about what I 
really wanted to receive from her. And I 
did not get any more mechanical pen-

cils.  

    Just as Rachel was too young to wres-
tle with figuring out what I really need-
ed, we sometimes do not wrestle with 
what to take perfect gift for Jesus on 
his birthday. I challenge you to find out 
what he wants to receive from you this 
Christmas. As I gave some hints to help 
Rachel pick the right gift, Jesus also 
gives us some hints about what he wants 
to receive from us. Matthew 25:40 is 

one of the hints Jesus gave about what 
he wants for his birthday present. 40 Then 

the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that 
when you have done it for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you have 

done it for me.’  Jesus’ life and ministry 
were full of compassion for sinners and 
the marginalized, since they were also 
God’s children though ignored. If we 
love Jesus and want to give him a per-
fect gift that will make him happy, we 
need to pick something that Jesus will 

like.  

    Christmas is a time for sharing be-
cause God sent His Son to share His love 
with His people. It is a time for sharing 
our hearts, our love, our gifts, and our 
food with people in need, which is what 
Jesus wants us to do to prepare for his 
birthday. It does not matter how small 
or large the amount that will bring; it 
matters that we are trying to find some-
thing that Jesus really wants and that 
we want to be his hands and feet. 
Christmas is the perfect time for sharing 

for Jesus and for his people.  

 

Blessings, Hyesook 

 
 
 

Health Cabinet 

The members of the cabinet are:  Don Spahr, Gene 

and Marie McMahan, Sebrina Capen, Linda Mar-

tin, Jayne Babcock and Robyn Mercker.   

     We will continue doing blood pressure checks on 

fellowship Sundays.   

 Robyn Mercker 

Text or Call  765-661-1671 

Email   robynmercker@att.net 

 

mailto:robynmercker@att.net
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We are amazing and a church that cares for its community!    
 
I wanted to send out a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped by donating candy, working games, 
and/or coming out last Saturday for the Community Block Party!   A very special THANK YOU to Rhonda 
and Jeff Johnson for heading up the carnival games, as well as Marilyn Roth along with the Prayer 
Team for the brilliant ministry idea of setting up a Prayer Tent during the event!   I haven't heard any 
numbers, but it felt like our most attended Block Party that we've ever had!  
 
I will be dropping off $800 worth of $20 coupons to Hannah Rowley, the social worker at Park School on 
Monday!   These coupons can be used at Horners for Perishable items - meat, dairy, fruits, vegeta-
bles.    Hannah is creating 15 to 20 Thanksgiving baskets with canned goods and other non-perishable 
items --  then putting two of our $20 coupons in each basket so families can add to their dinner.  
 
We need to be proud of the difference we are making in our community!   
 
Thank you again for being God's hands and feet!!!  
 
Embrace God's Joy and Love!  
Katti Sneed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving and a Very Merry Christmas! 
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It’s Never to Late to Start . . .  
  

    By utilizing the latest methods of electronic banking, 

eGive ensures that your pledge/offering are delivered 

electronically, increasing efficiency and saving resources 

and time for you, the giver.  Convenience is a big part of 

eGive.  No more writing weekly or monthly checks or 

getting behind on your pledge because of weather, vaca-

tions, etc.  Through your bank, you would make your 

pledge using the bank Bill Pay method.   

 

eGive Benefits 

     eGive makes good stewardship easy and convenient. 

     You will never get behind on your pledges because 

the eGive transactions are scheduled (through bank Bill 

Pay) for the amount and on the date selected. 

    This eliminates the need to write a check and bring 

your envelope on weekly basis. You will still need to 

write checks for special giving (Missions, Easter Flow-

ers, Projector, Building Fund, VBS, etc.) 

     Your Bill Pay payment provides you an instant receipt 

for your records. 

     The church will be provided a notification of your 

pledge for the Financial Secretary’s records when your 

bank sends a bill pay check. Remember; tell your bank 

that you want to sign up Bill Pay.  

 

How Do I Sign Up? 

     Contact our church treasurer who will assist you in 

setting up your electronic payment. 

Your payment (pledge) is made through your own bank 

using Bill Pay. This is Direct Debit Giving, where your 

donation is given directly from your bank account to the 

Church’s account. 

     The payment will be made to The Fairmount State 

Bank, 101 North Main Street, PO Box 8, Fairmount, IN 

46928. 

     The payment account will be requested when you ini-

tially set up the payment.  For example:  Routing # 

074904365, act# 006xxxx.  Our treasurer will provide the 

complete number when you are ready to set it up.  

 

UMW Auction 

The 40th Annual Fairmount United Methodist Church 

Auction is Saturday, November 20th. Doors open at 

10 am Lunch is 11 to 12. Box lunches - your choice 

Chicken Salad or Club sandwiches Auction starts at 

noon. Look forward to seeing everyone there. Tickets 

are $5 and can be purchased from Nancy Clem, Jayne 

Babcock or Rhonda Johnson BAKED GOODS ARE WEL-

COME THIS YEAR ALONG WITH ANY OTHER HOME-

MADE ITEMS! WORK SESSION - TUESDAY NOVEMBER 

9TH 6:00 PM HOLSTEIN HALL/KITCHEN. Please let 

Rhonda know if you have any questions! Thank you 

for all your help  

 

Park Elementary Thanksgiving Baskets  

The school will be sending home a thanksgiving meal 

for 10-15 families which have included a Turkey, 

Stuffing, Green Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Yams, and a 

Frozen Pie. We will also be collecting money and 

canned goods as well. Thank you! 

 

Samaritan’s Shoe Box 

Please fill up a shoe box for a boy or girl and the due 

date is November 21st,2021 

 

Christmas Baskets 

Helping Hands will be doing a food drive for Christ-

mas baskets and pick up will be on December 6th or 

7th, 2021. We also need to collect 40 cereal boxes. 

 

College Boxes 

The boxes will be located in the Fellowship Hall on 

the back table. The due date for these will be picked 

up on November 28th,2021 after church. 

 

Christmas Eve 

Christmas Eve service will be December 24th, 2021 at 

11:00pm.  We look forward to seeing you, your  

family, and friends! 



 

 5 August and September Reports  

             2020 Fiscal Year Budget: $171,453.00 

Monthly Goal: $14,020  Funds needed per week $3,235 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Treasurer Report 

 

Thank you for your faithful support. 

Your Finance Team &  

Leadership Council 

Beginning Balance   6,624.11 9,413.71 

Income Aug Sep 

General Fund  Giving  12,957.0 8,449.53 

Mission Donations           - - 

Other Designated Dona-

tions 
725.00 1,110.00 

Total Income:     20,306.11 18,973.24 

Expenses Amount Amount 

   - Tithing Conf. & Dist. - - 

   - Pastoral Support                      3,608.85 2,887.08 

   -Pastor Health Benefit 1,698.30 1,698.30 

   -Pastor Pension Benefit 1,325.00 1,325.00 

   - Staff Salaries               1,405.46 1,641.83 

   - Church Utilities  783.74 735.78 

   - Parsonage Utilities     398.72 164.27 

   - Office Supplies     328.56 426.50 

   -Church Mutual Ins 2,813.75 - 

   -Pastor Education 23.49 - 

   -Cop Right - 243.00 

    -Trustees  - - 

   -Pastor Mileage 245.28 - 

   - Worship/hospitality  - - 

   - Designated Givings 1,075.00 810.00 

Total Expenses   10,892.40 9,931.76 

Income-Exp= 9,413.71 9,041.48 

Reserved Designated Funds 6,654.00 5,954.00 

Check Ending Balance  3,759.71 3,087.48 

Church Savings 12,299.68 12,449.68 

 Aug Sep 

Beginning Balance 7,823.77 9,220.47 

 

Income   

   - Building/Property Use     -  200.00 

   - Donations 1,100.00 150.00 

   - General Fund - - 

Designated Giving            

   -Projector 550.00 100.00 

Total Income 1,650.00 450.00 

   

Expenses   

   - Church Utilities  - -            

   - Parsonage Utilities   - -     

   - Lock Box - -  

   - Mowing 235.00 200.00 

   - Supplies 18.30 64.90 

   - Repairs and Projects - 75.00 

Total Expenses 253.30 339.90 

Ending Balance 9,220.47 9,330.57 

   

Designated Funds 8,162.42 8,262.42 

Undesignated Funds 1,058.05 1,068.15 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
November 

11/4 Sinjin Turner 

11/4 Carol Ann Gallo 

11/5 Mike Evans 

11/6 Nick Evans 

11/12 Christina Bradford 

11/13 Melissa Trice 

11/17 Abigail Nash 

11/18 Gloria Tincher 

11/25 Andrew Mercker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disciple Class  

Sundays at 5:00pm 

 

December 

 

12/1 Kellie Hunt 

12/2   Jeff Nash 

12/4 Lucas Carter 

12/6 Cory Longacre 

12/6 Arlene McGraw  

12/12 Joan Butcher 

12/14 Jonah Johnson  

12/16 Gary Harbert  

12/20 Julie Castex 

12/27 Shon Bozworth 

12/29 Rick Trice 

12/30 Pat Greenburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

 

Wednesdays at 10:00am 

 

Anniversaries 

 

November  

11/23 Wilbur and Kay Webb 

11/25 Jake and Marilyn Roth 

 

December 

12/19 Ron and Barb Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women's Bible Study  

 

Wednesdays at 10:00am 

 

 

Wednesdays @ 10:00 am  Sundays @ 5:00pm 
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HEAD USHER 
Jake and Marilyn Roth 
 
LITURGIST 
Nancy Clem 
 
 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger,  
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Abigail Nash 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
5TH-ED AND CAROL 
TRICE 
12TH,19TH,26TH-
POINSETTIAS  
 
 
NURSERY 
TBA 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
TBA 
 
 
Elementary K-5 
Kellie Hunt 
 
 
Jr. High/High School  
Marilyn Roth 
 
 

The Faithful in Action 

 

HEAD USHER 

 Jim Shouse 

 

LITURGIST 

Nikki Hensley   

 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger, 
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Abigail Nash 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
7TH-AJ ROBYN MERCK-
ER 
14TH-MIKE GLORIA 
TINCHER 
21ST-JANE SHARKEY 

28TH-JEFF AND RHONDA 

JOHNSON 

 
NURSERY 
TBA 
 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
TBA 
 
 
Elementary-K-5 
Kellie Hunt 
 
Jr. High/High School  
Marilyn Roth  
 

 

            November                            December 


