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November & December 2019 

  NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

   Growing Together  
 

    Today we will wrap up our three-

part discussion on our vision statement; To Love 

God, Build Bridges, and Grow Together, as we con-

sider what it means to Grow Together.   

     As a church we have defined Growing Together 

as recognizing and addressing the needs of others, 

nurturing spiritual gifts, and participating in small 

group ministries.   

     You can easily see this is foremost an outward 

view of ministry.  Which means our focus is not on 

ourselves and our desires but on the needs of those 

around us both outside and inside the church.  The 

main goal: help others grow closer to Jesus! 

     Of course, this means we have to be intentionally 

engaged ourselves, in spiritual growth activi-

ties.  Therefore, our own time, corporately and per-

sonally, in pray, study of the scriptures, worship, and 

active ministries is vital to equipping us in serving 

others and helping them grow.   

     The basis and guidance we have for this under-

standing comes from our core values that remind us 

that we are Biblically Focused:  We believe the Bi-

ble is the inerrant, inspired Word of God for life 

transforming relationships in and with Jesus 

Christ.  The Bible is the center of all we believe and 

do (Psalm 1:1-3, Proverbs 24:14, 2 Timothy 3:16–

17, John 1:1–5). 

     We also believe in the power of Prayer:  We be-

lieve nothing can be accomplished until God’s peo-

ple spend time in prayer.  We are intentional in pray-

ing for God’s guidance in our worship, ministries, 

and our lives.  We pray for each other, our church, 

our neighbors, our community, and the world (1 

Thessalonians 5:16–18, James 5:16, Matthew 18:18

–19, 2 Chronicles 7:14, Colossians 4:2). 

     Finally, we know we are called to Utilize our 

Spiritual Gifts and Talents:  We believe our spir-

itual gifts and talents were given to us by God for the 

benefit of the church and the building of God’s 

Kingdom.  We are nurturing, developing, and utiliz-

ing our spiritual gifts in service to the Lord locally, 

nationally, and internationally and in building up, 

strengthening, and growing leaders in the church (1 

Corinthians 12:4-7, Ephesians 4:11-13).   

     We need to remember it is God who has called us, 

equipped us, and is sending us to carry out his mis-

sion of making disciples of Jesus Christ.  It is also 

God who has provided us with the vision statement 

through which we can focus our gifts and abilities to 

achieve that mission. The only thing left is how will 

we each give in to God’s call?  How will we individ-

ually and corporately respond to Loving God, Build-

ing Bridges, and Growing Together?  

     I pray that each of us, in this matter, would have 

the heart of Joshua when he said; “As for me and my 

household, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15b) 

     God bless and thank you for serving, 

    Pastor Darren 

 

Health Cabinet News:  
 

     The members of the cabinet 

are:  Don Spahr, Gene and Marie McMahan, Di-

anne Pack, Sebrina Capen, Linda Martin, Jayne 

Babcock and Robyn Mercker.   

     We will continue doing blood pressure checks on 

fellowship Sundays.   

     November 3rd, please stay after fellowship time 

to watch the quick video showing how to use our life 

saving AED or automatic electronic defibrilla-

tors.  We need to feel comfortable with the AED’s in 

case we ever need to use them.   

 HEALTH   CABINET CONTINUED . . . 

     The first aid boxes are going to be reorganized 

and made easier to use.  There will be ready-made 

ice packs in both freezers if needed for an injury.   

     The health cabinet will meet again in October and 

will be working on a “Walk to better health” plan for 

January through April to keep us off the couch and in 

better health.   
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     Please feel free to share any ideas you may have 

with any of the cabinet members.  God is so good to 

allow our church this opportunity to work together 

for our health and our well being.   

                            Blessings in Jesus, Robyn Mercker  

 

Charge Conference  
November 10th 6-7:30pm 

Hanfield UMC  

101 North 400 East Marion 

 

All are welcome 

 

 

Fairmount United Methodist Church 
38th Annual Auction  

November 23, 2019 

Doors open at 10:00am 

Silent auction: 10 to noon 

Lunch: 11:00am 

Auction begins at noon 

Tickets are $2.00. Contact Rhonda Johnson, Beth 

Fitzjarrald, Marie McMahan for tickets. Hope to see 

everyone there!!! 

 

Set up will be Sunday Nov. 17th after church. Please 

bring auction items anytime after set up. 

Samaritan’s Purse Christmas 
     It is time once again for the Samaritan’s Purse 

Christmas shoebox campaign.  There will be card-

board boxes available to use in the display in Nondi-

us Nook.   If you would like more detailed infor-

mation, the Samaritan’s Purse website it a great 

place to find ideas for what to include in your box, 

what NOT to include, how to potentially track your 

box, and how the shoeboxes are used to introduce 

children to the gospel.  The shoebox’s are due at 

church by Sunday Morning, November 24, 

2019.   Thank you for supporting this mission.  

 
Choir practice is Every Thursday 
night 7:00 pm. Come join in! 
 
 
 

 

Giving Above and 

Beyond Our Tithe 
 

     The Leadership Council has 

designated a second projector for 

the sanctuary as our  new project.  

           

Estimate cost is $8000.00.   

Donations received: 2620.00 

 

     Rational:  A second projector 

will enhance our worship service by allowing every-

one to equally and easily view the scriptures, song 

lyrics, and videos we use during our worship. 

     If you would like to be a part of expanding our 

hospitality to everyone in the sanctuary please 

prayerfully consider making a contribution. 

     Thank you and God bless you.        
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An Open Letter to Women Who Lead 

By Carolyn Moore, Ordained UMC Pastor 
October 7, 2019 
 

     A while back, a colleague reached out with deep 

frustration over some incident or another that caused 

her gender to bump up against her calling. I felt her 

pain. It is amazing how quickly a moment like that can 

set us back. Because I've felt her story and heard it 

from too many others, I suspect that my response to 

her may resonate with others who find themselves 

frustrated by life in a fallen world. 
 

Friend, 

     I suspect you already know the stuff we all know - 

that we live in a fallen world; that we aren't going to 

be able to make partnerships out of hierarchies again 

until we are all back on the other side of Genesis 3; 

that "standing" in the Ephesians 6 sense of that word is 

hard as heck but still the best option we have in a fall-

en world. 

     This would be my advice to you in a sentence: Af-

ter you've done all you can do, stand. That is your call. 

Stand. 

     And I get it ... standing can be tiring. And holding 

an uncomfortable position can be uncomfortable. And 

yes, it can get old and after enough of it we would ra-

ther just do our small work and grow old and bitter 

than keep rubbing against the grain. That is our 

choice, of course. But that is not the call. 
 

The call is to stand. After we've done all we can do, 

stand. 

     So, when hard things happen, go ahead and blow 

off steam and be angry and sound off, but then get 

back at it. Get back to making your stand for Christ. 

Learn winsome ways to make your point and stay in 

the game. The call doesn't disappear and I can assure 

you that it is so much more frustrating to avoid a call 

than to deal with the pressures that incubate inside of 

one. 
 

Stay in it. Stand. 

     Be angry at injustice and at the enemy of our souls 

who has found a foothold in gender inequity, but don't 

assume we can win that argument and defeat some-

thing nearly as old as humanity, that somehow if we 

just say it right the thing will go away. This is human 

fallenness we are battling! It is in our DNA. Be angry 

about what the enemy has done to humanity, but don't 

settle for the cheap way out by blaming Hollywood or 

government or worse yet, men in general. Don't give 

room to defensiveness. Make sure your arguments are 

biblical, theologically sound, and practical. 

     This thing we deal with? Because it is a fact of the 

fall, I assume it will be here until Jesus comes back. 

So how do we navigate past it so we can do the things 

we're called to? How do we as women support each 

other without competing or belittling or forgetting? 

How do we raise up men by encouraging them to love 

and respect us as partners in the work of lifting up 

Christ, without competing with or belittling them? 

     Ed Stetzer says church planters are 400% times 

more likely to succeed if they know what they are up 

against. The Small Business Administration says 

much the same thing about entrepreneurs. Realism is 

an ally. So, on the point of women as leaders, here's 

what you're up against: 
 

   Sometimes you will experience condescending 

attitudes from men who have no idea they are be-

ing condescending. 
 

   Sometimes you will experience the jealousy or 

competitiveness of women who have no idea they 

are broken in that way. 
 

   Sometimes you will experience subtle and even 

overt sexual advances by men who know what 

they are doing and by men who got broken as 

boys. 
 

   Sometimes you will be passed over by churches 

because you are female, because they are gripped 

by the spirit of fear. 
 

   Sometimes you will be invited to speak/ sit on 

the platform/ write/ participate for no other reason 

that that you are female (take it ... every time, take 

it and be grateful; never mind their motives). 
 

   Sometimes you will experience lack of success 

because you are female, and sometimes because 

you're not that great of a leader. And it will be hard 

to know which is which. 
 

  Sometimes you will feel crazy because when you 

verbalize your experience of any of the above, oth-

ers will deny or minimize what you're feeling. 

They'll tell you you're doing "just fine." And you 

will feel crazy because what you know to be true is 

not validated. 
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     All those things will happen to a woman who 

chooses the path of leadership and not just Christian 

leadership, but leadership in general. Hundreds of 

studies in multiple fields bear out the fact that you will 

have these things in your life. Which is not to say men 

have no challenges of their own. Men have other 

things to deal with and we ought to be careful to hear 

them, too. 

     But friends, these are our things and these things 

are a fact of human fallenness. They are not necessari-

ly because you are not good enough, though it is pos-

sible you have placed yourself into something you're 

not ready for. Your pain is not necessarily because 

you are not called or gifted, but please be sure that you 

are. The call of God is not for the faint of heart. 

If you are called and gifted, then hear me: sometimes 

this call will be hard, Some things just are, because we 

live on this side of Genesis 3. As Paul said, we're not 

battling flesh and blood but powers and principalities 

that want to take us down. 

     So now you know, which means you are 400% 

more likely to succeed because you can be in this with 

eyes wide open. You are more likely to succeed if you 

will seek your own healing, stop apologizing your way 

into rooms, and trust that if you've been invited to a 

table then you belong there. You are more likely to 

succeed if you will take responsibility for your own 

gifts and hone them so you're making the most of the 

moment. 

     And listen: You can't lose if you will spend your 

energy lifting up Jesus. Let him take care of your rep-

utation. Your job is to stand. Witness to your creation-

call by being good at it. And if you sense you've been 

given a prophetic voice to speak into this arena more 

boldly, pray desperately for humility enough to stay 

under the Lordship of Christ so the unholy fires don't 

burn up your message. 

     If my thoughts don't settle well with you, then do 

your own research, find your own message ... but ei-

ther way, keep pursuing healing because the Kingdom 

is starved for warriors like Deborah - both women and 

men who are whole and holy, courageous and ready. 

And keep pursuing healing for your own wounds be-

cause healing is freedom. Jesus can return our souls to 

a place of peace. It has been liberating - after too 

many years of being fearful and defensive - to simply 

be at peace as a woman who loves Jesus and finds joy 

in leadership within His church. 

     Praise God for the healing grace of Jesus that 

brought me this far and please, God! Heal me some 

more because I'm not nearly who You've designed me 

to be. 

Not yet.  
 

In all things may Jesus be praised! 

Carolyn 

 

 

God’s People  

The doors are open wide. 

Welcoming all to come inside. 

Gathering here are God’s people,  

Inside this building with a steeple. 

 

The power of the Holy Spirit is increasing,  

By the words of the Bible they are reading. 

The young, the old, the in between, 

God’s love is on each face seen. 

 

God’s people come here to worship,  

Praying, praising, singing, all in fellowship. 

The Gospel story told in the preaching, 

For those lost, God will be reaching. 

 

Why did He do it, we may ask? 

Sending His son for us, such a task. 

Mattered not to Jesus how great the cost. 

Taking all our sins and dying on the cross. 

 

The victory won, our souls to save, 

When Jesus rose from His grave. 

Grace is given freely, lovingly, 

We can choose salvation willingly. 

 

The story should not end here you see, 

His disciples here on earth we must be. 

Sharing His love, mercy, and His grace, 

As we live in and outside this place. 

 

Though when our work on earth is done,  

His will for us not left undone. 

He calls us home with Him in heaven, 

To live eternally for His gift given. 

 

God’s people know the reason why, 

This great love story must never die, 

God is our Shepherd and we His sheep, 

If only we believe in His love so deep. 

 

 Written by: Jenny Covington 

4/20/13 
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August/September 

2019 Fiscal Year Budget: $168,234,  

Monthly Goal: $14,020  Funds needed per week $3,235 

                                                                August          September  

Thank you for your faithful support. 

      Your Finance Team &  

     Leadership Council 

 

 

Trustee Treasurer Report 

 

 

 

 

General Fund  Giving  11,645 9,225 

Mission Donations           - - 

Other Designated Dona-

tions 
750 - 

Total Income:     12,395 9,225 

   

Expenses Amount Amount 

   - Tithing Conf. & Dist. - - 

   - Pastoral Support                      6,496 5,818 

   - Staff Salaries               1,310 1,208 

   - Office Supplies   267 217 

   - Trustees            - - 

   - Finance/Stewardship     101 100 

   - Family Ministries   222 128 

   - Worship/Hospitality   -0 100 

   - Outreach Ministries  - 313 

   - Designated Giving   - 250 

Total Expenses   8,369 8,134 

   

Reserved Designated Funds 11,173 11,651 

Memorial Gift Funds    4,286 4,286 

 August September 

Beginning Balance 13,029.11 12,622.90 

Income   

   - Building/Property Use      250.00       245.00 

   - Donations      870.72       120.00 

   - Insurance Dividend   1,262.00  

Designated Giving   

   - Projector        45.00       400.00 

Total Income  2,427.72       765.00 

   

Expenses   

   - Church Utilities    1,000.80       669.96 

   - Parsonage Utilities      413.74       269.20 

   - Insurance      2719.75 

   - Maintenance Staff      540.00       312.00 

   - Supplies      128.67       241.48 

   - Repairs and Projects      750.72       232.85 

Total Expenses   2,833.93    4,445.24 

Ending Balance 12,622.90    8,942.66 

   

Designated Funds   2,595.00    3,020.00 

Undesignated Funds 10,027.90    5,922.66 
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HEAD USHER 
Jake & Marilyn Roth              
 
LITURGIST 
Katti Sneed 
 
COMMUNION STEWARD 
Wanda Carter 
 
AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger,  
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Jonah Johnson  
 
DOOR GREETERS 
1-Gordon Gough 
8-Mike & Gloria Tincher 
15-Jill Reehling 
22-Randy Sneed Family 
29-Susy Presswood 
 
 
ACOLYTES 
1-Jamarah & Skylar Landis  
8-Zella H. & Hadleigh J. 
15-Mara & Emma Reehling 
22-Dalton Sneed 
29-Dylan Martin 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
1-Jeff & Rhonda Johnson 
8-Ed & Carol Trice 
15-Poinsettias  
22-Poinsettias  
29-Poinsettias  
 
 
 
 

NURSERY 
1-Marolyn Turner 
8-Darlene Clevenger 
15-Gloria Tincher 
22-Belinda Wilkerson 
29-Marie McMahan 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
1-Jane Sharkey 
8-Jane Sharkey 
15-Jane Sharkey 
22-Jane Sharkey 
29-Jane Sharkey 
 
Elementary K-5 
1-Anita Marley 
8-Anita Marley 
15-Anita Marley 
22-Anita Marley 
29-Anita Marley 
 
Jr. High 
1-Marilyn Roth 
8-Marilyn Roth 
15-Marilyn Roth 
22-Marilyn Roth 
29-Marilyn Roth 
 
High School  6-12 
1-Cheryl Williams 
8-Cheryl Williams 
15-Cheryl Williams 
22-Cheryl Williams 
29-Cheryl Williams 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
1-Nikki Hensley 
 

The Faithful in Action 

HEAD USHER 

Randy Sneed 

 

LITURGIST 

Jake Roth 

 

COMMUNION STEWARD 

Darlene Clevenger 

 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger, 
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Jonah Johnson  
 
DOOR GREETERS   
3-Don and Sara Spahr 
10-Wilbur and Kay Webb 
17-Jim & Mary Jane Pernod 
24-Jerry & Jill Henry 
 
 
ACOLYTES 
3-Jamarah & Skylar Landis 
10-Zella H. & Hadleigh J. 
17-Mara & Emma Reehling 
24-Adara B. & Dylan M. 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
3-Nikki Hensley  
10-AJ & Robyn Mercker 
17-Michael & Gloria Tincher 
24-Sandy Fox 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NURSERY 
3-Marolyn Turner 
10-Wanda  Carter 
17--Darlene Clevenger 
24-Barb Anderson 
 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
10-Kelli Hunt 
17-Kelli Hunt 
24-Jane Sharkey 
 
Elementary-K-5 
10-Nancy Clem 
17-Nancy Clem 
24-Nancy Clem 
 
Jr. High 
3-Marilyn Roth 
10-Marilyn Roth 
17-Marilyn Roth 
24-Marilyn Roth 
 
High School 6-12 
3-Cheryl Williams 
10-Cheryl Williams 
17-Cheryl Williams 
24-Cheryl Williams 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
3-Cheryl Williams 
 
 
 

            November                                     December 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
November 
11/02  Corbin Duckwall 
11/04  Sinjin Turner 
11/04  Carol Ann Gallo 
11/05  Mike Evans 
11/07  Jessica Landis 
11/09  Nick Evans 
11/11  Mary Force 
11/12  Christina Bradford 
11/12  Navah Trice 
11/13  Melissa Trice 
11/15  Charles Pack  
11/18  Gloria Tincher 
11/19  Heather Wilson 
11/19  Cora Sullivan 
11/25  Andrew Mercker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

December 
12/01 Troy Fritz 
12/01 Kellie Hunt 
12/02 Cooper Craw 
12/02 Joseph Pack 
12/04 Lucas Carter 
12/06 Arlene McGraw  
12/06 Cory Longacre 
12/08 Nicholas Connors 
12/10 Cody Tomlinson 
12/11 Ty Fritz 
12/11 Kristin Wilson 
12/12 Joan Butcher 
12/13 Sandy Draper 
12/14 Jonah Johnson  
12/16 Gary Harbert 
12/17 Daniel Miller 
12/20 Mae Gossett 
12/20 Julie Castex 
12/21 Donn Force 
12/22 Amber Lopez 
12/28 Dave Mantor 
12/29 Rick Trice 
12/30 Pat Greenburg 
12/30 Carson Small 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 
November 
11/23 Wilbur & Kay Webb  
11/23 Charles & Dianne Pack  
11/25 Jake & Marilyn Roth 
 

December 
12/19 Ron & Barbara  
              Anderson 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


