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FAIRMOUNT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

May & June 2020
NOTES FROM THE PASTOR

Keep Running
The Apostle Paul, in his efforts to encourage the
believers in Corinth, reminded them of the importance of not just “being” in the race but doing
everything they can to win the race. He told them
this;
Do you not know that in a race all
the runners run, but only one gets the
prize? Run in such a way as to get the
prize
1 Corinthians 9:24
For Paul, there was no such thing as being a parttime Christian. Paul was a man of faith and his faith
required him to act. It was never enough to just have
head knowledge concerning salvation and Jesus. He
wouldn’t settle for just “getting by” when it came to
living for Jesus. He had to be active, he had to be
bold, he had to continue striving to be everything he
could be for God. Anything less, in Paul’s eyes,
would have been an insult to God and make the sacrifice of Jesus a farce.
Paul’s salvation, his beliefs, and his relationship
with Jesus was everything to him and he wanted the
world to know Jesus too. To that end, Paul was very
deliberate about growing in his faith and living in his
faith so that everyone could see and hear how God’s
grace changes lives and lifts them up. You can see
how serious he was about it the last few verses of
chapter nine in 1 Corinthians.
Everyone who competes in the
games goes into strict training. They
do it to get a crown that will not last,
but we do it to get a crown that will
last forever.
Therefore I do not run like someone
running aimlessly; I do not fight like a
boxer beating the air. No, I strike a
blow to my body and make it my
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slave so that after I have preached to
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
1 Corinthians 9:25-27
As you can see Paul was very serious about his
faith. He didn’t want anything to come between him
and Jesus. Now, with Paul’s life as an example of
Christian living let’s turn our attention to our own
faith.
In light of all the events taking place in the world
right now revolving around the covid19 virus I think
it would be safe to say that many folks are reevaluating their understanding of faith and what that
looks like in their life.
For some, it may be their first look and for others
it’s just part of their own ongoing journey as a follower of Jesus, while for others, they fall somewhere
in between. No matter where we may be in this regard, it would be very prudent for each of us to be
sure we are on the best possible track to winning this
race as Christians.
You see, it’s in challenging times such as these
that our faith is tested and refined. When our back is
to the wall and hope seems distant, do we stand
strong in our faith or give in to despair and selfpity?
I give God praise for all of you who have held
firmly to your faith. It is a testament to the source of
your faith, Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit,
that you have not allowed our current circumstances
to lead you astray. It’s that very strength of God in
each of you that makes it possible to continue fulfilling God’s will in the church, your homes, and
communities.
Our race though, is not yet over. There is still
much to be done in bringing the Gospel to as many
as we can as well as reassuring and supporting those
among us may be struggling in one way or another. Which means we need to keep running.
We need to keep praying, searching the scriptures, and sharing the Good News of Jesus in every
way possible. We also need to keep smiling and let
the world know our joy is in the Lord no matter what
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is happing in the world.
One other way we need to keep in the race is
maintaining our calling to fulfill our mission and vision statements during the upcoming pastoral
change. We each need to stay positive, stay focused,
and do all we can to support Pastor Hyesook Kim as
she transitions in. Please keep her in your prayers
and ask God to continue equipping her for the ministry here and your ministry together. She has sent a
letter to you and we have included it in this newsletter so be sure and take time to begin to get to know
her and begin your plans to help her get to know
you.
Keep running the race my friends. We all have
much to do and I pray God will continue to equip us
and strengthen us so we may finish strong and finish
to His glory.
God bless you and
Thank you for your faithful service,
Pastor Darren

Our New Pastor . . .
Hyesook Kim.
Hello, everyone at Fairmount!
My name is Hyesook
Kim and I will be serving
Fairmount UMC as of
July 1st. I am very delighted and honored to
serve you, and I am thrilled to see how God will be
at work in this beautiful church.
Let me tell you a little bit about myself. I was born in
South Korea in 1967 and was raised in a Methodist
family. Our family is a family of pastors. My grandfather, father, and oldest brothers were pastors in Korean Methodist churches and my great-grandmother
was a church planter. One of my nieces finished her
Master of Divinity at Wesleyan Seminary in Washington DC and one of my nephews is finishing his
Master of Divinity at Drew Seminary in New Jersey
this coming May. Although I did not see this family
background as a blessing when I was young, I am
very proud of my family now and thankful to God,
who has given me the greatest gift. My family has
valued the Wesleyan tradition, especially focusing
on reading and studying the Bible and praying.

I received my bachelor’s degree in Christian Education from Methodist Theological University in Seoul,
South Korea in 1989. I came to the United States in
2005 and started attending seminary in 2009 at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. Before I
went to seminary, I was the leader of a Korean women’s prayer group, and I also had led a Bible study
group and a youth group for several years. After I
entered UTS, I started serving as a seminarian at St.
Andrew UMC in West Lafayette. I will share the story of how God called me to ministry and how I answered His call when we meet in July.
In 2013, I received my Master of Divinity degree
from UTS. I was commissioned as probationary Elder in 2014 and was ordained as Elder in 2017 in Indiana UMC.
My first appointment after being commissioned was
Brushwood UMC in Rensselaer along with Korean
ministry in West Lafayette. I have been serving
Brushwood and Korean ministry for the last six
years.
I have two daughters. The older one, Rachel, is going
back to South Korea in August, while the younger
one, Emily, lives in Seattle with her husband. Rachel
finished her bachelor’s degree at Purdue and Emily
is studying to earn her Master’s degree at Purdue. I
am a Purdue Mom!
I am excited to serve Fairmount UMC and look forward to meeting each one of you in July. I pray for
God’s blessings on you all!
Hyesook
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at all: laity and the ministry of laity. Our Book of Discipline says, “The ministry of the laity flows from a
The members of the cabinet
commitment to Christ’s outreaching love. Lay memare: Don Spahr, Gene and Marie bers of The United Methodist Church are, by history
McMahan, Dianne Pack, Sebrina and calling, active advocates of the gospel of Jesus
Capen, Linda Martin, Jayne Bab- Christ. Every layperson is called to carry out the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18 – 20); every layperson is
cock and Robyn Mercker.
called to be missional (¶ 127)."
We will continue doing blood pressure checks on
fellowship Sundays.
Since we have not been worshiping in our buildings,
some have wondered if we are losing our identiHEALTH CABINET CONTINUED . . .
ty. I believe we have a great opportunity to rise to our
highest potential and expand our ministry.
The 2020 Health Challenge ends April 30th. I hope
everyone ends this challenge being spiritually and
In fact, the evangelist ministry of the Church comes
alive
as laity live their lives in relationship with others
physically enriched. This challenge personally has
with gratitude and thanksgiving as followers of Jesus.
kept me grounded during this trying time of being
quarantined. I need everyone to text, email or call
To all of the laity of The Indiana United Methodist
me with their total number of points for January
Church, I ask, “How is it with your soul? What has
through April. The winners will be announced in
COVID-19 taught us about who we are and how we
May. The Health Cabinet is so thankful to have a
deal with crisis? What new future is God preparing us
church that always joins in and supports our efforts to for?”
do whatever it is that God asks us to do. God bless
each of you and stay healthy until we meet again!
Thank you for the ways you have kept the ministry
of your local congregations and community ministries
alive and relevant. I learned a long time ago that UnitRobyn Mercker
ed Methodists are doers more than talkers, and that
Text or Call 765-661-1671
still rings true today. Thank you!
Email robynmercker@att.net

Health Cabinet

The following article is from Bishop Trimble Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church.

I am encouraged by your steadfast support of the
Church and your eagerness to support frontline workers in health and safety. Just because we are social distancing does not mean we are prohibited from speaking and sharing our care for others. Especially during
this pandemic, the Church truly has left the building.

Unleashing the Power of the Church

May the power of the Holy Spirit unleash the
Church for the work we have to do. I thank God daily
for the lay men and women, children, and youth in the
John 14:12 (NRSV) says, “Very truly I tell you, the Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church.
one who believes in me will also do the works I do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these.”
Be encouraged,
Jesus says those who love Him and keep His commandments will engage in fruitful ministry with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Greater works will be
done. The great secret of the Church and the great
power of the Church is the people of God who are indeed the Church.
The key to the successful Church is no great secret

Bishop Julius C. Trimble
Resident Bishop
Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church
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The following is an article from United Methodist
Churches of Indiana.
Relief Effort In Response to COVID-19 Crisis
The Indiana Conference strives to find ways to support our churches in this time of crisis. We understand
that many of our churches are enduring a financial
strain in this new era of virtual ministry. To support our
churches, the Indiana Conference, in collaboration with
Wespath, has declared a 90-day premium holiday for
the Comprehensive Protection Plan (CPP).
As allowed by the plan, Wespath’s Board voted (and
the Indiana Conference approved) the reduction of CPP
premiums to “zero” – a premium holiday – for May,
June and July 2020. While CPP premiums alone do not
fully pay for claims, the historical experience of the
plan means it is sufficiently funded to afford the temporary reduced premiums.
Please keep in mind that CPP premiums are collected
on the 25th of each month for the current month. Therefore, the church’s recent April 25th ACH for CPP was
for April’s premium. The holiday will begin with May,
thus, the church’s ACH amount will be reduced at the
end of May, June, and July 2020. The CPP premium
equals 3% for all clergy appointed to a ¾ or full-time
appointment. Statements will be sent reflecting the reductions appropriately.
We pray that this will provide a short-term financial
relief to our churches, while not jeopardizing the financial soundness of clergy benefits. Should you have any
questions or concerns, please reach out to Kathy Mitchell, Associate Director – Support Services, via email
at kathy.mitchell@inumc.org.

It’s Never to Late to Start . . .
By utilizing the latest methods of electronic banking,
eGive ensures that your pledge/offering are delivered
electronically, increasing efficiency and saving resources
and time for you, the giver. Convenience is a big part of
eGive. No more writing weekly or monthly checks or
getting behind on your pledge because of weather, vacations, etc. Through your bank, you would make your
pledge using the bank Bill Pay method.
eGive Benefits
eGive makes good stewardship easy and convenient.
You will never get behind on your pledges because
the eGive transactions are scheduled (through bank Bill
Pay) for the amount and on the date selected.
This eliminates the need to write a check and bring
your envelope on weekly basis. You will still need to
write checks for special giving (Missions, Easter Flowers, Projector, Building Fund, VBS, etc.)
Your Bill Pay payment provides you an instant receipt
for your records.
The church will be provided a notification of your
pledge for the Financial Secretary’s records when your
bank sends a bill pay check. Remember; tell your bank
that you want to sign up Bill Pay.
How Do I Sign Up?
Contact our church treasurer who will assist you in
setting up your electronic payment.
Your payment (pledge) is made through your own bank
using Bill Pay. This is Direct Debit Giving, where your
donation is given directly from your bank account to the
Church’s account.
The payment will be made to The Fairmount State
Bank, 101 North Main Street, PO Box 8, Fairmount, IN
46928.
The payment account will be requested when you initially set up the payment. For example: Routing #
074904365, act# 006xxxx. Our treasurer will provide the
complete number when you are ready to set it up.
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Trustee Treasurer Report

February/March
2020 Fiscal Year Budget: $171,453.00
Monthly Goal: $14,020 Funds needed per week $3,235

Beginning Balance

13,575.58 11,554.66

March

Income

February

General Fund Giving

9,648.54 11,918.8

Mission Donations

-

-

Other Designated Donations

5,000.00 1,544.54

Total Income:

28,224.12 25,018.00

Expenses

Amount

Amount

- Tithing Conf. & Dist.
- Pastoral Support

6,077.87 7,230.17

- Staff Salaries

1,501.83 1,105.46

- Church Utilities

1,257.90 1,147.55

- Parsonage Utilities

646.17

470.42

- Office Supplies

216.52

261.83

- Church Mutual Ins.

- 2,719.75

- Work Comp. Ins.

340.00

-

- License Fees

364.68

-

- Family/Adult/Youth Min.

127.94

-

-

-

- Outreach Ministries
- Designated Givings
Total Expenses
Ending Balance

6,000 5,144.00
16,532.91 18,079.18
95.79

February

6,569.61

6,696.87

- Building/Property Use

200.00

-

- Donations

150.00

30.00

-Projector

45.00

205.00

Total Income

395.00

235.00

- Church Utilities

-

-

- Parsonage Utilities

-

-

- Insurance

-

-

- Maintenance Staff

-

-

228.98

-

38.76

284.89

Total Expenses

267.74

284.89

Ending Balance

6,696.87

6,646.98

Designated Funds

5,692.42

5,897.42

Undesignated Funds

1,004.45

749.56

Beginning Balance
Income

Designated Giving

Expenses

- Supplies
- Repairs and Projects

6.82
Thank you for your faithful support.

Reserved Designated
Funds

11,787.00 6,932..00

Church Savings

10,521.97 14,151.43

March

Your Finance Team &
Leadership Council
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The Faithful in Action
May
HEAD USHER
Mike Kegg
LITURGIST
Nikki Hensley

June
NURSERY
3-TBA
10-TBA
17-TBA
24-TBA
31-TBA

COMMUNION STEWARD
Janet Vardaman

PRE-SCHOOL
TBA

AUDIO-VISIUAL
Dennis Clevenger,
George Babcock
Jackson Manwell,
Jonah Johnson

Elementary-K-5
3-Wendy Longacre
10-Wendy Longacre
17-Wendy Longacre
24-Wendy Longacre
31-Wendy Longacre

DOOR GREETERS
3-TBA
10-TBA
17-TBA
24-TBA
31-TBA
ACOLYTES
3-TBA
10-TBA
17-TBA
24-TBA
31-TBA
ALTAR FLOWERS
3-Donna Bellus
10-Carol Ann Gallo
17-Bob & Betty Roth
24-Michael & Gloria Tincher
31-Don & Sara Spahr

Jr. High
3-TBA
10-TBA
17-TBA
24-TBA
31-TBA
High School 6-12
3-Cheryl Williams
10-Cheryl Williams
17-Cheryl Williams
24-Cheryl Williams
31-Cheryl Williams
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
3-TBA
10-TBA
17-TBA
24-TBA
31-TB A

HEAD USHER
Gene McMahan
LITURGIST
Dianne Pack
COMMUNION STEWARD
Gloria Tincher
AUDIO-VISIUAL
Dennis Clevenger,
George Babcock
Jackson Manwell,
Jonah Johnson
DOOR GREETERS
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
ACOLYTES
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
ALTAR FLOWERS
7-TBA
14-Darren & Cheryl Williams
21-Steve & Marolyn Turner
28-Gordon Gough Family

NURSERY
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
PRE-SCHOOL
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
Elementary K-5
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
Jr. High
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
High School 6-12
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
7-TBA
14-TBA
21-TBA
28-TBA
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BIRTHDAYS
May
5/3 Erin Harbert
5/5 Tyler Evans
5/8 Dianne Pack
5/11 Allison Manwell
5/11 Adam Trice
5/12 Marilyn Roth
5/12 Debbie Small
5/13 Mary Jane Pernod
5/14 Chandlor Cook
5/14 Aidan Benner
5/19 Carol Trice
5/19 Dillon Sneed
5/20 Beth Fitzjarrald
5/23 Michael Tincher
5/24 Greg Maurer
5/24 Marta Hensley
5/24 Megan Richard
5/27 Luc Rabeyrin
5/28 Darlene Clevenger
5/28 Jane Sharkey
5/30 Cayla Duckwall
5/31 Betty Roth
5/31 Marolyn Turner

ANNIVERSARIES
June

May

6/3 Weston Roth
6/6 Joe Manwell
6/6 Jashaun Randolph
6/7 Janet Mercker
6/11 Amber Force
6/13 Kevin McMahan
6/15 Jack Covington
6/17 Madelyne Warman
6/19 Gordon Gough
6/19 Jeremy Landis
6/19 Jackson Manwell
6/22 Jeremy Johnson
6/23 Ryan Dwiggans
6/24 Lindsey Cook
6/25 Jeff Johnson
6/30 Rick Clock

5/12
5/18
5/24
5/26
5/29

Jeff & Lindsey Cook
Randy & Katti Sneed
Robert & Betty Roth
Donn & Mary Force
Robert & Melinda Holloway

June
6/1 Gary and Julie Harbert
6/6 Duane & Debbie Small
6/13 Darren & Cheryl Williams
6/14 Ed & Carol Trice
6/23 Lynn & Sandy Draper
6/24 Nolan & Julie Castex
6/27 Gene & Marie McMahan
6/27 Joe & Anita Manwell

