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March and April 2022 

  NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 
          
 Lent is one of the most im-
portant seasons in the 

church calendar. This year, Lent started 
on March 2nd which was Ash Wednesday, 
the first day of Lent, and ends on Holy 
Saturday. Lent is 40 days of journeying 
except for the Sundays since each Sun-
day represents “mini-Easter.” Lent is 
the season for preparing for the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, 
which is on April 17th this year. Lent is a 
perfect time to think about who God is 
and what He has done in Christ for us. 
So, many Christians hope to spend Lent 
in a meaningful way walking with Jesus. 
Then how can we make the Lenten sea-
son a meaningful time so we may follow 
in Jesus’ footsteps? I would suggest that 
we look at Lent as a tithe of days. This 
time period would be approximately a 
tithe of each year’s days. Just as we set 
aside one tenth of our income for God, 
we can set aside one tenth of the days 
of the year to spend on God and on His 
work in the world, which will allow us to 
spend time with Jesus in a more perfect 
way. There are many ways we can make 
the Lenten season more meaningful.  

    For 40 days, we can spend more time 
reading the Gospels, we can focus more 
on prayer in times of joy or sorrow, we 
can have more conversations with God 
just as we do with family or friends, we 
can listen to God more carefully, we can 
memorize Bible verses or chapters, we 

can fast once a day or once a week, we 
can break away from our bad habits, we 
can start writing a journal about what 
God has done for us in our life, we can 
pray the Lord’s prayer each day, we can 
find one simple thing that we can do for 
a neighbor, we can make phone calls to 
those God has put in our hearts, we can 
offer thanks and praises to God each 
day, or we can write an encouraging 

note to a family member or friend.  

    If we try to do all these things, it 
would be too challenging. So we can 
start with one thing. Forming a good 
habit or trying to do a new thing is very 
challenging for everyone. But practice 
leads to improvement in all areas of 
life, including the life of faith. When I 
was young, 7 or 8 years old, I was asked 
to practice using chopsticks every day. 
My parents put beans on a tray and 
asked me to move them onto a dish. I 
hated this practicing because I already 
knew how to use chopsticks though not 
in the right way. I argued that I did not 
need to learn the right way to use them 
since I could pick up food anyway. But 
they wanted me to learn the right way, 
and they would not back off until I could 
master this skill. Eventually, after 
spending a lot of time practicing, I 
found myself using chopsticks perfect-

ly.  

    Most of us don’t want to cram any-
thing new into our already-too-busy 
lives. But if we really want to grow in 
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our faith and have a deep and abiding 
experience of the living God, there is no 
easy way. It is true that the more we 
spend time with God, the closer and 
more special our relationship with Him 
becomes. As Lent is the time to prepare 
ourselves to meet the risen Christ and 
the living God, I invite you into a mean-
ingful Lenten season through walking 
with Jesus and being nourished in the 
word of God. In this way, you will expe-
rience inward and spiritual renewal as 

you prepare for Easter.  

 

Blessings, Hyesook 

 
  
 

 

Health Cabinet 

The members of the cabin are:  DonSpahr, Gene 

and Marie McMahan, Sebrina 

Capen, Linda Martin, Jayne Bab-

cock and Robyn Mercker.   

     We will continue doing blood pres-

sure checks on fellowship Sun-

days. Robyn Mercker 

Text or Call  765-661-1671 

Email   robynmercker@att.net 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s Never to Late to Start . . .  
  

    By utilizing the latest methods of electronic bank-

ing, eGive ensures that your pledge/offering are de-

livered electronically, increasing efficiency and sav-

ing resources and time for you, the giver.  Conven-

ience is a big part of eGive.  No more writing weekly 

or monthly checks or getting behind on your pledge 

because of weather, vacations, etc.  Through your 

bank, you would make your pledge using the bank 

Bill Pay method.   

 

eGive Benefits 

     eGive makes good stewardship easy and conven-

ient. 

     You will never get behind on your pledges be-

cause the eGive transactions are scheduled (through 

bank Bill Pay) for the amount and on the date select-

ed. 

    This eliminates the need to write a check and 

bring your envelope on weekly basis. You will still 

need to write checks for special giving (Missions, 

Easter Flowers, Projector, Building Fund, VBS, etc.) 

     Your Bill Pay payment provides you an instant 

receipt for your records. 

     The church will be provided a notification of your 

pledge for the Financial Secretary’s records when 

your bank sends a bill pay check. Remember; tell 

your bank that you want to sign up Bill Pay.  

 

How Do I Sign Up? 

     Contact our church treasurer who will assist 

you in setting up your electronic payment. 

Your payment (pledge) is made through your own 

bank using Bill Pay. This is Direct Debit Giving, 

where your donation is given directly from your 

bank account to the Church’s account. 

     The payment will be made to The Fairmount 

State Bank, 101 North Main Street, PO Box 8, Fair-

mount, IN 46928. 

     The payment account will be requested when you 

initially set up the payment.  For example:  Routing 

# 074904365, act# 006xxxx.  Our treasurer will pro-

vide the complete number when you are ready to set 

it up.  

mailto:robynmercker@att.net
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Easter Flowers 

 

Easter flowers are available again this year.  These can be given in memory or honor of 

someone.  Easter Lily, tulips and Hyacinth are $12.00 each. There will be an insert in the 

Sunday Bulletin, or you may contact the church office to order.  Orders must be received 

and paid for by March 27th.  

 

March 13th,2022 - Daylight Saving Time Begins 

 

March 15th, 2022-Leadership Council Meeting 7:00pm 

 

March 17th, 2022- St. Patrick's Day  

 

April 16th, 2022-The Annual Community Easter Egg Hunt will be held Saturday April 16
th
 at 

Play Acres Park - 11am start time.  Please start bringing small wrapped candy and leave in 

Fellowship Hall. Wednesday April 13th at 6pm at Friends Church they will be stuffing over 

1000 Easter eggs. They will need your help!   

 

 

 

 

April 12th, 2022– Leadershi  Council Meeting 7:00pm 

 

April 15th, 2022-Good Friday Service 7:00pm 

 

April 17th, 2022-Easter Sunday and Easter Breakfast will be from 8:00am-8:45 that  

morning. 

 

 

Heart to Hand Ministry is an organization that was formed by a group of Fairmount women 

through prayer and desire to help homeless men and women.   FUMC will be collect-

ing  Women's personal items:  tampons, pads, depends, shampoo, lotions, razor, deodorant, 

etc. through the month of May.  A large barrel will be placed in the church to  

deposit your items. Thank you! 
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A Prayer for Ukraine  

 

God of peace and justice, 

we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 

that your Spirit of comfort would draw war of peace,  

for wisdom, discernment and compassion 

to guide their decisions. 

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,  

that you hold and protect them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 

 



 

 5  Reports  

             2022 Fiscal Year Budget: $171,453.00 

Monthly Goal: $14,020  Funds needed per week $3,235 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Treasurer Report 

 

Thank you for your faithful support. 

Your Finance Team &  

Leadership Council 

Beginning Balance   7,581.23 7,302.59 

Income Dec Jan 

General Fund  Giving  
12,539.0

0 
10,396.00 

Mission Donations           - - 

Other Designated Dona-

tions 
885.50 62.50 

Total Income:     21,005.73 17,761.09 

Expenses Amount Amount 

   - Tithing Conf. & Dist.   

   - Pastoral Support                      2,887.08 3,369.20 

   -Pastor Health Benefit 1,686.00 1,620.00 

   -Pastor Pension Benefit 1,325.00 1,325.00 

   - Staff Salaries               1,561.83 1,513.83 

   - Church Utilities  1,029.61 1,493.74 

   - Parsonage Utilities     701.53 268.29 

   - Office Supplies     303.69 265.96 

   -Church Mutual Ins 3,707.50 - 

   -Pastor Education  321.54 

   -Outreach  44.00 

   -Staff Appreciation   150.00  

    -Pastor Prof. Exp 47.99  

   -Pastor Mileage 257.04 - 

   -Trustees  540.00 

   - Worship/hospitality   - 

   - Designated Givings 45.87 485.00 

Total Expenses   13,703.14 11,246.56 

Income-Exp= 7,302.59 6,514.53 

Reserved Designated Funds 6,539.00 6,104.00 

Check Ending Balance  763.59 410.53 

Church Savings 12,454.43 12,609..07 

 December January  

Beginning Balance 9,086.57 14,307.61 

 

Income   

   - Building/Property Use 203.00 817.60 

   - Donations 4,500.00 100.00 

      

Designated Giving            

      

Total Income 5,703.00 917.60 

   

Expenses   

   -  - -            

   -    - -     

   - - -  

   - Inspection - 540.00 

   - Supplies 120.96 217.71 

   - Repairs and Projects 361.00 139.00 

Total Expenses 481.96 896.71 

Ending Balance 14,307.61 14,328.50 

   

Designated Funds 8,312.42 8,312.42 

Undesignated Funds 5,995.19 6,016.08 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

March 

3/01 Jerry Henry  

3/02 Ryland Hill 

3/03 Steve Turner 

3/06 Irene Davis  

3/06 Susy Presswood 

3/08 Merrijoy Mantor 

3/08 Kay Webb 

3/09 Wilbur Webb 

3/10 Rhonda Johnson 

3/10 Mike Carter  

3/10 James Longacre   

3/12 Elijah Cook 

3/15 Judy Thurston  

3/22 Marie McMahan  

3/29 Phil Greenburg 

 

 

 

 

Disciple Class 

5:00pm on Sundays 

 

April 

4/1 Mike Kegg  

4/02 Jake Roth 

4/08 Greg Clem 

4/09 Jerry Vardaman  

4/09 Conner McMahan  

4/10 Jacob Johnson  

4/12 Orval Meyers 

4/12 Wendy Longacre  

4/12 Amber Turner  

4/13 Astrid Rabeyrin  

4/15 Susan Benner 

4/15 Emma Reehling 

4/16 Nikki Hensley  

4/18 Jayne Babcock   

 4/20 Sloane Longacre 

4/21 Dennis Clevenger 

4/25 Mara Reehling  

4/29 Aubrey Benner 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

10:00 am on Wednesdays  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

March 

3/01 Randy and Janice Sneed 

3/04 Jason and Jill Reehling 

3/17 Greg and Nancy Clem 

April 

4/05 Jim and Cathy Shouse 

4/15 James and Wendy Longacre 

4/15 Rick and Melissa Trice 

4/16 Orval and Mary Lou Meyers  

4/30  Jeff and Katie Nash 

4/22 James and Mary Jane Pernod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Bible Study  

10:00am on Wednesdays  

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays @ 10:00 am  Sundays @ 5:00pm 
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HEAD USHER 
Steve Turner 
 
LITURGIST 
Darlene Clevenger 
 
 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger  
George Babcock 
Abigail Nash 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
 
 
 
NURSERY 
TBA 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
TBA 
 
 
Elementary K-5 
Kellie Hunt/Jayne  
Babcock 
 
 
Jr. High/High School  
Marilyn Roth 
 
 

The Faithful in Action 

 

HEAD USHER 

 Jeff Nash  

 

LITURGIST 

Kellie Hunt 

 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger 
George Babcock 
Abigail Nash 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
3/6/22 JERRY AND  
JANET VARDAMAN 
3/13/22 JERRY AND JILL 
HENRY 
3/20/22 GREG AND  
NANCY CLEM 
3/27/22 JD AND KELLIE 
HUNT 
 
NURSERY 
TBA 
 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
TBA 
 
 
Elementary-K-5 
Kellie Hunt/Jayne  
Babcock 
 
Jr. High/High School  
Marilyn Roth  

 
 

               March                        April 


