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March and April 2021 

  NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

    When I was in seminary, a 
professor gave us an assign-

ment to find a partner and evaluate 
each other’s listening ability to find out 
if each one could be a careful listener. 
We were to be a speaker and a listener 
at the same time. When one of the part-
ners became a speaker and shared 
about interesting topics, the other be-
came a listener, and then we switched 
roles. The listener was not allowed to 
speak to the speaker but had to listen 
and show that she was listening careful-
ly. It was an interesting experience for 
me because this exercise enabled me to 
realize how hard it is to stay focused on 
a speaker for 30 minutes, making eye 
contact and showing support and re-
membering everything the speaker said 

so I could write it down.  

    Communication with others is not a 
new concept for us as we do this in our 
daily lives either in our community or at 
home. We are always talking and listen-
ing to each other. Sometimes we ex-
change useful information such as how 
to raise our children well, how to find a 
better doctor or a place to shop, or how 
to get a job in the community. And at 
other times, we just meet someone to 
share stories or get together to learn 
from each other. Not every communica-
tion satisfies us because there are many 
people who do not care how others feel 

and do not know what they have said 
during a conversation. I had never 
thought about how I should listen to 
other people or how I should prepare for 
effective listening. So I really enjoyed 
this listening exercise in seminary and 

saw it as a fresh wake-up call. 

    This experience reminds me that we 
all need to check our communication 
with God. How often do we try to listen 
to Him? How patient are we when He 
talks with us? What do we remember 
when He talks with us? How about you? 
How is your communication with God     

going?  

    Feb 17 was Ash Wednesday, the first 
day of Lent. For the Lenten season, we 
will walk with Jesus as he starts his min-
istry, as he meets his disciples, and as 
he preaches the kingdom of God. We 
will see how much he loves his people 
by being around them, bring healing to 
them, being willing to be rejected by 
the scribes and Pharisees, and dying on 
a cross for them. The Lenten season is a 
great time to have fresh and meaningful 
conversations with God by checking our 
spiritual health and realigning our rela-
tionship with God. It is the time to let 
go of the things we should not be hold-
ing on to and to lay hold of the things 
we should. We need to just let go of the 
things that cause us to focus on our-
selves, and listen to God and try to fo-
cus on Him. We need to hear Him and 
find out what His plan is for us and what 

FAIRMOUNT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world  

 



 

 2 

His dream is for us. And we need to let 
Him know how awesome it is to be His 

child.  

    Lent is 40 days of journeying. During 
Lent, I would suggest that you have an 
intentional time with God and focus on 
God and on His work in the world, and 
listen carefully what God says and what 
He wants you to do and become. For 40 
days, you can spend more time on Gos-
pel reading, you can give alms, you can 
focus more on prayer, you can fast once 
a day or once a week, you can try to fo-
cus on listening to God’s voice and doing 
whatever you hear, you can break from 
your bad habits, you can start writing a 
journal about what God has done for 
you in your life, you can have a quiet 
time with God, you can find one simple 
thing that you can do for your neighbor, 
you can write encouraging notes to fam-
ily members and friends, or you can 
make phone calls to those God has put 
in your hearts. You can start with one 
thing and try more things when you be-

come used to them.  

    If you listen to God carefully and in-
tentionally, your relationship with God 
will be much different. You will be clos-
er to Him and you will grow in your faith 
and have a deep and abiding experience 
of the living God. When you have a bet-
ter relationship with Him you will be 
surprised how God can become real to 
you, more than you ever imagined as 
you walk with Jesus during Lent. I hope 
you have a meaningful Lenten season, 
being nourished and filled with joy, and 
learn more about God as you grow in 

your relationship with Him.   

Blessings,   Hyesook 

 

Community Easter Egg Hunt  
 Saturday April 3rd at 11am   

Play Acres Park  
Children Pre-K thru 6th grade  

 
We need volunteers to: 
-Donate Candy to be stuffed into eggs 
-Donate money or prizes to be placed in 
baskets 
-Help stuff eggs on Tues. March 30th at 
6pm at Fairmount Friends Church. 
-Set up will be 9am April 3rd.  We need 
lots of people the day of the Hunt! 
 
For more information please contact Katti 
Sneed 765-506-1391 or 
Katti.sneed@indwes.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Cabinet 

The members of the cabinet are:  Don Spahr, Gene 

and Marie McMahan, Sebrina Capen, Linda 

Martin, Jayne Babcock and Robyn Mercker.   

     We will continue doing blood pressure checks on 

fellowship Sundays.   

 Robyn Mercker 

Text or Call  765-661-1671 

Email   robynmercker@att.net 

     

mailto:robynmercker@att.net
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There's a Place for You in Indiana 
“I will not abandon you or fail to help you.” Joshua 1:5 

 

The last eleven months have been challenging as we have lived with the reality of COVID-19 which has 

brought sickness and death around the globe. We weep with those who weep and journey with those who need 

our support.  

 

Since February 2019, The United Methodist Church has been in a place of ambiguity and division over the  

future of the denomination with proposals for separation with grace. Political division and racial unrest in 2020, 

along with COVID-19, have claimed much of the news cycle, but the Church is yet alive. We are still in the  

business of prayer, making disciples of Jesus and transforming the world through acts of mercy, justice and 

healing. If the Church were out of business, I would tell you to take down your signs.  

 

God‟s presence and protection is promised throughout the Bible: 

 

Isaiah 41:10 says, “Fear not, for I am with you…” 

 

Matthew 28:20 says, “Jesus said, „I am with you always, to the end of the age.‟” 

 

There has been speculation about the future of The United Methodist Church and whether there will be another 

postponement of 2020 General Conference. No matter the decision about General Conference—or the  

continued disruption caused by the pandemic—here is what I know for sure: 

 

The Indiana United Methodist Annual Conference has and will have a place for everyone. If you are like me, 

you are a United Methodist who professes Christian faith in “God incarnate in Jesus Christ for our salvation and 

ever at work in human history in the Holy Spirit” (UMC Book of Discipline). 

 

My parents were Methodist, and I became United Methodist. I married a Baptist who became a United  

Methodist. I was nurtured as a youth through Methodist Youth  

 

 

Fellowship, camping, confirmation and later Lay Speaker‟s School. 

  

Thousands of Indiana United Methodists love the Lord and may vote Republican, Democrat, or independent of 

political identities. You love the Church and have not been part of any debates. You want to see your Church 

continue to be missional and participate in the spread of the Good News of the Gospel that has been part of 

United Methodism and our predecessor bodies in Indiana for decades. 
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continued...No one has to leave The United Methodist Church in Indiana. No one will be forced to stay; but 

all are welcome to offer themselves in service and witness for Jesus Christ and Christ‟s Church. The  

diversity of United Methodism reflects the diversity of our state and the Global Village. We are many 

things, but most of all we are Children of the Most High God. Lost in our decades of debate about human 

sexuality and authority are millions of United Methodists who simply want to be the Church. 

 

My vision for Indiana United Methodists is based on a belief that if we journey together with Jesus and 

each other, we can build a bridge of Beloved Community and stay in love with God. Indiana UMC is a 

place for everyone; if you love Jesus, there‟s a place for you in Indiana. 

 

“Hope and fear cannot occupy the same space. Invite one to stay.” -Maya Angelou 

  

Be encouraged and stay tuned, 

 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble 

Resident Bishop 

Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church 
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It’s Never to Late to Start . . .  
  

    By utilizing the latest methods of electronic banking, 

eGive ensures that your pledge/offering are delivered 

electronically, increasing efficiency and saving resources 

and time for you, the giver.  Convenience is a big part of 

eGive.  No more writing weekly or monthly checks or 

getting behind on your pledge because of weather, vaca-

tions, etc.  Through your bank, you would make your 

pledge using the bank Bill Pay method.   

 

eGive Benefits 

     eGive makes good stewardship easy and convenient. 

     You will never get behind on your pledges because 

the eGive transactions are scheduled (through bank Bill 

Pay) for the amount and on the date selected. 

    This eliminates the need to write a check and bring 

your envelope on weekly basis. You will still need to 

write checks for special giving (Missions, Easter Flow-

ers, Projector, Building Fund, VBS, etc.) 

     Your Bill Pay payment provides you an instant receipt 

for your records. 

     The church will be provided a notification of your 

pledge for the Financial Secretary’s records when your 

bank sends a bill pay check. Remember; tell your bank 

that you want to sign up Bill Pay.  

 

How Do I Sign Up? 

     Contact our church treasurer who will assist you in 

setting up your electronic payment. 

Your payment (pledge) is made through your own bank 

using Bill Pay. This is Direct Debit Giving, where your 

donation is given directly from your bank account to the 

Church’s account. 

     The payment will be made to The Fairmount State 

Bank, 101 North Main Street, PO Box 8, Fairmount, IN 

46928. 

     The payment account will be requested when you ini-

tially set up the payment.  For example:  Routing # 

074904365, act# 006xxxx.  Our treasurer will provide the 

complete number when you are ready to set it up.  

 

 

Easter Flowers 

Please have the Easter Flower forms filled 
out, paid, and turned in by the 14th of March.  
You have a choice of Tulips or Hyacinths. This 
is in memory or honor of loved ones.  There 
will be extra forms in the back of the sanctu-
ary.  Thank you!! 

 

 

Mission Announcement  

     
    Last fall the mission team decided to show 
God's love to our 35 teachers and staff at Park 
Elementary by taking them some token 
(candle, hand sanitizer, Branch gift card)  eve-
ry month.   We are looking for person who 
would be willing to continue this outreach.   If 
you are interested please contact  
Katti Sneed  at 765-506-1391 
or katti.sneed@indwes.edu  

 

 

General Conference     

 

    The Commission on the General Confer-
ence made the decision to further postpone 
the 2020 General Conference until August 29-
September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minn. as 
the Covid-19 pandemic continues to affect the 
safety of mass gatherings and travel. 

    In light of General Conference‟s postpone-
ment, the Council of Bishops is calling a Spe-
cial Session of the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church (UMC) to be con-
vened online on May 8, 2021. 

  

mailto:katti.sneed@indwes.edu
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December/January Reports  

             2020 Fiscal Year Budget: $171,453.00 

Monthly Goal: $14,020  Funds needed per week $3,235 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Treasurer Report 

 

 

 

Thank you for your faithful support. 

Your Finance Team &  

Leadership Council 

Beginning Balance   11,315.46 9,461.89 

Income December January 

General Fund  Giving  13,084.0 10,830.0 

Mission Donations           - 160.00 

Other Designated Dona-

tions 
235.00 273.68 

Total Income:     22,780.89 22,579.14 

   

Expenses Amount Amount 

   - Tithing Conf. & Dist. 523.36 795.20 

   - Pastoral Support                      5,957.74 5,962.23 

   - Staff Salaries               1,207.83 1,207.83 

   - Church Utilities  834.89 777.59 

   - Parsonage Utilities     470.71 450.57 

   - Office Supplies     357.28 337.08 

   - Church Mutual Ins - 2,813.75 

    -Trustees  200.00 - 

   - UMCOR - 160.00 

   - Family/Adult/Youth Min. - - 

   - Worship/hospitality  - 346.23 

   - Tax Prep - 145.00 

    -Designated Giving - 235.00 

Total Expenses   10,278.04 13,117.25 

Income-Exp= 9,461.89 12,502.85 

Reserved Designated Funds 5,893.00 5,893.00 

Check Ending Balance  6,609.85 3,568.89 

Church Savings 12,224.59 12,224.59 

 December January 

Beginning Balance 6,619.62 6,555.57 

Income   

   

   - Building/Property Use     -  200.00 

   - Donations - 20.00 

   - General Fund - 188.97 

Designated Giving            

   -Projector - - 

Total Income - 408.97 

   

Expenses   

   - Church Utilities  - -            

   - Parsonage Utilities   - -     

   - Insurance - -  

   - Maintenance Staff    - -    

   - Supplies  64.05  - 

   - Repairs and Projects - 290.22 

Total Expenses 64.05 290.22 

Ending Balance 6,555.57 6,674.32 

   

Designated Funds 6,467.42 6,467.42 

Undesignated Funds 88.15 206.90 
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HEAD USHER 
Jeff Nash 
 
LITURGIST 
Darlene Clevenger 
 
 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger,  
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Abigail Nash 
 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
CHECK WITH LINDA MARTIN 

 
NURSERY 
TBA 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
TBA 
 
 
Elementary K-5 
Kellie Hunt 
 
 
Jr. High/High School 6-12 
Marilyn Roth 
 
 

The Faithful in Action 

 

HEAD USHER 

A.J. Mercker  

 

LITURGIST 

Robyn Mercker 

 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger, 
George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, 
Abigail Nash 
 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
Check With Linda Martin 
 
 
NURSERY 
TBA 
 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
TBA 
 
 
Elementary-K-5 
Kellie Hunt 
 
Jr. High/High School 6-12 
Marilyn Roth  
 
 

             March                                                  April 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
March 
3/1 Jerry Henry  
3/3 Steve Turner  
3/6 Barbara Couch 
3/6 Irene Davis 
3/6 Susy Presswood 
3/6 Clifford Trice 
3/8 Kay Webb 
3/9 Wilbur Webb 
3/10 Rhonda Johnson 
3/10 Mike Carter 
3/10 James Longacre 
3/12 Elijah Cook 
3/15 Judy Thurston  
3/22 Matthew Shouse  
3/22 Marie McMahan  
3/29 Phill Greenburg 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Men’s Bible Study: 
Mondays at 7pm 
 
 

 
 
April 
4/1 Mike Kegg 
4/2 Jake Roth 
4/4 Linda Clock 
4/8 Greg Clem 
4/9 Jerry Vardaman 
4/9 Conner McMahan  
4/10 Jacob Johnson 
4/12 Orval Meyers 
4/12 Wendy Longacre 
4/12 Amber Turner 
4/13 Astrid Rabeyrin 
4/15 Susan Benner 
4/15 Emma Reehling 
4/16 Nikki Hensley 
4/18 Jayne Babcock 
4/20 Sloane Longacre  
4/21 Dennis Clevenger  
4/25 Mara Reehling 
4/29 Aubrey Benner 
 
 

 

Women's Bible Study: 
Wednesdays at 10am 
 
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
March 
3/4 Jason and Jill Reehling 
3/17 Greg and Nancy Clem 
3/18  Mike and Rose Kegg 
 
April 
4/5 Jim & Cathy Shouse  
4/15 James & Wendy Longacre 

4/15 Rick & Melissa Trice 
4/16 Orval & Mary Lou Meyers 

4/22 James & Mary Jane Pernod 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Disciple Class: 
Sundays at 3pm 
 
 

 

 


