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May & June 2018 

Notes From the Pastor 

        
When Will  

        Something Happen? 

 

     Throughout the ages folks have wondered and 

asked about when certain events would happen.  In 

the Christian world the biggest question concerns the 

return of Jesus.  In fact his disciples began asking 

him about this between the time of his resurrection 

from the grave and his ascension back to God the 

Father.  The conversation went like this . . .    

 
     Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, 
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Isra-
el?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”     
Acts 1:6-8 (NIV)   
 

     Jesus would not be returning until all things had 

been accomplished according to God’s will.  Jesus 

knew there was much his disciples would need to do 

and much all followers of Christ would need to do 

before he returned.  They had a mission which at this 

point in the life of the disciples had not yet been as-

signed.  They had a mission that we too would be 

tasked to help complete.  We see it in an earlier ex-

change between Jesus and his disciples when they 

asked him about the end times.  In describing the end 

times Jesus told them this . . . 

 
     Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of 
most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to 
the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom 
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.   Matthew 24:12-14 
(NIV)    
 

     The return of Jesus would not be happening until 

all the world had heard the testimony about God’s 

only Son.  The Word needed and still needs to be 

told and until the mission is completed we need to 

wait before we can see his return.   

     However, because of the faithful testimony of the 

disciples and the faithful saints who came after them 

much has been happening.  Lives have been 

changed, sins forgiven, souls saved, and God’s mes-

sage of salvation continues to spread.   

 

     Today, right here in our church I have been asked, 

by several people, the question; “When will some-

thing happen?”  More specifically I was asked; 

“After all this time with the Fruitful Congregation 

Journey where are all the new people?” 

      The answer to that question is very simple.  The 

reason we haven’t seen new people as a result of this 

new initiative is we have only begun to put it to 

work.  Everyone needs to understand the first three 

years of the FCJ is about establishing a new para-

digm to work in.   

     In the simplest terms, the first year is about the 

FCJ team reading, studying, and praying to learn 

about the program and how to begin putting it to 

work.  The second year involves a lot of exploring 

and prayer by the team, our coach and conference 

team along with the congregation to help discern and 

decide on our core values, our mission statement, 

and our vision statement.  The third year then contin-

ues the discernment process to discover the best way 

to implement and thereby begin to fulfill our mission 

and vision statements.   

     Last year in July we took one of our first steps of 

implementation with the introduction of our single 

board structure which we now call our Leadership 

Council.  Shortly after that we began to reorganize 

the various ministries of the church so they would 

conform to our mission and vision statements and 

that process is still underway even now.  We have 

made progress but we have a long way to go even 

yet.  Our success in this area is directly impacted by 

the willingness of individuals, classes, and groups in 

the church to fully support and participate in the pro-

cess. 

     The short answer to the question of why we have-

n’t seen new people is because we have only just be-
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gun the work.  Just like Jesus’ disciples we have a lot 

to accomplish before we are going to see results.  

Just like the disciples we have a mission, chief of 

which is to share the testimony of Jesus with every-

one around us, at home, at work, at school, in town, 

in our neighborhoods, or wherever God would send 

us.   

     We need to ensure everything we do is with the 

purpose of helping people know Christ, to grow in 

faith, and to help them share the Gospel with some-

one else as well.  Or as our vision statement puts it to 

love God, build bridges, and grow together in Christ.   

     Only when we have given ourselves completely 

over to functioning and fulfilling the mission God 

has set before us will we truly see growth in our 

midst.  It happens when we can fully commit our-

selves to God and God’s will.  We must be flexible 

enough in heart, mind, and spirit to be everything 

God wants us to be as well as do everything God 

wants us to do. 

      Going back then to our question; “When will we 

see something happen?”  We will see it in God’s 

time and after we have completed the mission God 

has set before for.   

     Until then, may we earnestly seek God’s will and 

not our own.  May we cling to God’s Word and 

God’s call on our lives.  May we focus on complet-

ing the mission God has given the church rather than 

clinging to our own preferences, habits, or traditions.   

     Like the disciples we must set out to be filled 

with God’s Spirit.  We must be empowered to carry 

out our mission and make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.     

                                                     God Bless you, 

                                                    Pastor Darren 

 

Weekly 

     Inspiration 
 

    If you’re looking 

for a little inspira-

tion to start your day 

check out Pastor Darren’s vlog “Word for the 

Week.” 

     (For those new to the internet terminology.  A vlog is 

a short video expressing a persons ideas or thoughts.)   

     You can find it on our website 

(fairmountinumc.org) using the quick link at the bot-

tom of the home page or on our face book page 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/fairmountmethodist/).   

     We have a new message each week that is posted 

first thing on Monday mornings.   

     Averaging about two minutes in length it’s the 

perfect inspiration for those on the go.  So stop by 

and visit and be sure to share it with your friends.    

 

Prayer Requests 
     Our prayer chain is more accessible than ever.  

We’ve set up a system that allows everyone with in-

ternet access the ability to initiate a prayer chain 

from their computer or smart device.  

      All you have to do is access our website 

(fairmountinumc.org) and click on the quick link 

(Prayer Request) at the bottom of the home page.  

You can also access the page by letting your pointer 

icon hover over the “Resources” tab at the top of the 

page.  A drop down menu will appear with several 

page options...click on “prayer requests” as shown 

below.  

     Once your prayer request page has loaded just 

follow the instructions provided and your request 

will be sent to all the church members who have pro-

vided their email address.  Once the email notice is 

opened at the church the request will be also placed 

The Prayer Chain 

fairmountinumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/fairmountmethodist/
fairmountinumc.org
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on the phone tree.   

     For those without internet access 

you may call the church office and 

speak with our secretary or pastor Dar-

ren and they will pass along your pray-

er request through the internet and the 

phone tree.  

 

   Leadership Council: 

              Who Is Doing What? 
  

    In the next few Newsletters we will be looking a 

little closer at the make-up and responsibilities of the 

various parts of our Leadership Council. 

 

Worship Ministries Team 
 

     Worship Ministries:  
Marilyn Roth is our cur-

rent chairperson.  The re-

mainder of the Leadership 

Council serves as her 

committee in making de-

cisions.   

 

     Our worship ministries team leader oversees and 

manages the following ministries and their coordina-

tors in conjunction with and approval from the pastor 

for all matters related to our worship services.  

     The team leader will provide support for worship 

by identifying, training, and supporting worship 

leaders/coordinators overseeing our acolytes, musi-

cians, Scripture readers, ushers, greeters, and others. 

     This leader will help our other ministry teams 

promote and foster regular individual and family 

worship and spiritual formation and worship that cel-

ebrates the whole life of the congregation and com-

munity. 

 

  Responsibilities in Hospitality: 
 Visitation 

 Visitors follow up 

 Membership 

 Coordinate with Faithful Folders Team  

 

   Responsibilities in Design & Worship 
 Communion Stewards coordinator – Rita Smoot 

 Ushers coordinator – Andy Presswood 

 Greeters coordinator – Susy Presswood 

 Acolytes coordinator – Susy Presswood   

 Altar flowers coordinator – Judy Buffington 

 Liturgists coordinator 

 Paraments – Don & Sara Sparr 

 Seasonal decorations – Susy Presswood 

 Worship media/sound techs – George Babcock 

 Summer Music Programing – Greg Maurer, Jake 

Roth, Cathy Harner 

 Pulpit supply (guest pastors) 

 Assist pastor with holiday services as needed 

 Schedule and conduct annual meetings, or as 

needed, to coordinate special services with the 

pastor, organist, choir director, and worship min-

istry team. 

 

 

Leadership Council 
 

Purpose:  The Leadership 

Council shall meet at least 

quarterly to provide for 

planning and implementing 

a program of nurture, out-

reach, witness, and re-

sources in the local church 

to fulfill the Mission and 

Vision Statements of the church. 

     It shall envision, plan, implement, and annually 

evaluate the mission, vision, and ministry of the 

church.  

     The council functions as the decision-making 

body of the church for each area of ministry.  Teams 

are assembled and equipped, as needed, to carry out 

the various missions and tasks set forth by the coun-

cil. 

     The church council shall be amenable to and 

function as the administrative agency of the charge 

conference (¶ 244). 

 

Mission and Ministry:  Nurture, outreach, and wit-

ness ministries and their accompanying responsibili-

ties include… 

 The nurturing ministries of the congregation 

shall give attention to but not be limited to edu-

cation, worship, Christian formation, member-

ship care, small groups, and stewardship.   

 The outreach ministries of the church shall give 

attention to local and larger community minis-

tries of compassion, justice, and advocacy.  

 The witness ministries of the church shall give 

attention to developing and strengthening evan-
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gelistic efforts of sharing of personal and congre-

gational stories of Christian experience, faith, 

and service. 

 The leadership development and resourcing min-

istries shall give attention to the ongoing prepara-

tion and development of lay and clergy leaders 

for the ministry of the church (¶ 258.1). 

 The nurture, outreach, and witness ministries and 

their accompanying responsibilities shall include 

consideration of any means appropriate to en-

courage individual and corporate prayer, and in-

tentional prayer for the pastor. 

 

Other Responsibilities:  

    It will also be the responsibility of the council to: 

 review the membership of the local church; 

 fill interim vacancies occurring among the lay 

officers of the church between sessions of the 

annual charge conference; 

 establish the budget on recommendation of the 

committee on finance and ensure adequate provi-

sion for the financial needs of the church; 

 recommend to the charge conference the salary 

and other remuneration of the pastor(s) and staff 

members after receiving recommendations from 

the SPRC; 

 review the recommendation of the SPRC regard-

ing provision of adequate housing for the pastor

(s), and report the same to the charge conference 

for approval.   

 

 

Leadership Council Chairperson 
 

     Our chairperson is Joe Manwell 

     The chairperson will provide initiative, coordina-

tion, and collaborative leadership for the leadership 

as they plan, set goals, implement, and evaluate the 

ministry of the church and its success in fulfilling the 

mission and vision of the church. 

      

Basic responsibilities include: 

 The Chairperson presides over the Council meet-

ings and ensures the agenda is followed. 

 Forms an agenda for council meetings.   

 Ensure a notice of the next meeting is sent to the 

Church office secretary for publication in the bul-

letin at least the Sunday prior to the scheduled 

meeting. 

 As each team chairperson presents their items on 

the agenda they now assume responsibility to 

preside over that portion of the meeting. 

 Follow up with other Chairpersons and teams to 

see that the direction of the council has been fol-

lowed. 

 Notifying the Assistant Chairperson when an 

emergency prohibits their presence at the Council 

meeting. 

 

Single Board Structure: 
 

     The single board structure provides for some 

unique dynamics in how the leadership council func-

tions.   

 As noted above the council chairperson presides 

over and directs the meeting as a whole. 

 However, as each team chairperson presents 

items on the agenda they then assume the respon-

sibility of presiding over their team (which is 

made up of those on the council).  

 The council chair, maintaining the overall scope 

and direction of the meeting, must ensure the al-

lotment of time on any one issue or team stays 

with the focus of the agenda.   

 The council chairperson should ensure that all 

actions taken by the council work to support and 

or fulfill the mission and vision of the church as 

well as uphold the core values of the church. 

 

 

Leadership Council Secretary 
 

Jason Ford is our current council secretary.   

 

Basic responsibilities include: 

 Attend monthly Leadership Council Meetings 

and yearly Charge Conference. 

 Take minutes of current meetings.  Write official 

minutes as soon as possible and provide a sum-

mary of the meeting to the church secretary for 

publication the next News Letter. 

 Read report from previous meeting and amend or 

correct as directed by Council. 

 Ensure that a full copy of the minuets and all oth-

er materials are passed along to the church secre-

tary for filing. 

 Responsible for official Leadership Council cor-

respondence (official correspondence includes 

expressions of thanks, acknowledgment of gifts, 

letters, etc...) 

 In case of absence, notify Leadership Council 

Chairperson and assist in making arrangements 
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to have the minutes presented at meeting and 

someone to record the proceedings. 

 Responsible for official written notification to re-

sponsible person(s) about action taken by the 

Leadership Council which affect their area of 

ministry or responsibility if they are not present at 

the Leadership Council meeting. 

 

Giving Above and 

Beyond:  This is our 

opportunity to give 

above our tithe for 

needed projects be-

yond the scope of our 

yearly budget.  

 

      The Leadership Council has designated two spe-

cial projects for completion 

       -Central Heat/Air for parsonage and 2nd projec-

tor for the sanctuary. 

 Central Heat/ Air is our first priority. Com-

pleting this project will save on our  operating costs 

and allow us to meet conference standards. The esti-

mated costs will be $8000. 

    As the Lord leads, please give above and beyond 

your tithe and make special donations marked for the 

parsonage heat/air project. 

 Thank you for your faithful generosity  

Help Your  Fami ly Grow 
Closer  
     This summer, get away from busy and dive into an 

opportunity to spend time together as a family with-

out distractions, electronics, or hassle.  

 

     Impact 2818 offers events for parent-child or the 

whole family at a reasonable price. Together, you will 

be able to explore, find adventures, laugh, and relax. 

Most importantly though, you will be able to spend 

time investing in your child's faith and spiritual jour-

ney as you play an active role in conversations, study, 

and worshipping together. Help them to find a solid 

foundation in their faith as a young person in world of 

external influences. 

 May 5 • Service Day at Indicoso • Free 

 May 26-28 • Family Camp at Pine Creek • $59-$99 

each 

 June 8-10 • Father Child Camp at Pine Creek • $79-

$99 each 

 June 23-25 • Mother Child Camp at Pine Creek • $79-

$99 each 

 June 27-29 • Family Camp at Pine Creek • $59-$99 

each 

 June 29 - July 1 • Family Camp at Lakewood • $59-

$99 each 

 August 3-5 • Family Camp at Lakewood • $59-$99 

each 

 August 12 • Coffee & Canvas • $25 each 

 August 31-September 2 • Family Camp at River-

vale • $59-$99 each 

Learn more and register at impact2818.org/camps/family 

 
 

 

2017/2018 Fiscal Year Church Financials 

Second Report: July-Mar 2018                                Income 

   General Fund Giving:                                       $  101,454  

   Mission Donations:                                           $      1,823 

   Other Designated Donations:                            $     7,340 

Total Income:                                                     $  110,617  

 

Expenses 

   Tithing to Conf. & District:                               $   11,157  

   Pastoral Support:                                                $  54,855 

   Staff  Salaries:                                                    $   11,122  

   Office Supplies:                                                 $     3,441  

   Trustees:                                                             $  18,624 

   Family/Youth Ministries:                                   $       977  

   Worship/Hospitality Ministries:                         $       522  

   Outreach Ministries:                                           $       600 

   Designated Giving:                                             $    7,483  

Total Expenses:                                                    $108,781  
 

Reserved Designated Funds:                              $  12,776 

Memorial Gifts Funds:                                         $   4,052               

“Rock at the Park” 

  

   We are so blessed to have another year of summer 

time concerts to spread the gospel and make disciples 

for Christ.  This year we are targeting the youth, but 

all are welcome.  We have bands coming that the 

youth have requested.  

    They begin: 

       May 30th  6:30pm “Outside of Sunday” 

       June 20th or 27th  6:30pm not confirmed 

       July 18th  6:30pm to 7:30pm “Amonti King” 

       August 10th  6:30pm to 7:30pm “Peyton Sisters”  

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?Impact2818IndianaCon/f283b56b46/2dba5607d1/7761d0f61a
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
May  
5/01  Linda Listenfelt 
5/03  Erin Harbert  
5/04  Cameron Hackney 
5/04  Ben Ford  
5/05  Tyler Evans 
5/05  Alice Peterson- Hart  
5/08  Dianne Pack  
5/11  Adam Trice  
5/11  Allison Manwell 
5/12  Marilyn Roth  
5/12  Debbie Small  
5/13  Mary Jane Pernod 
5/14  Chandlor Cook 
5/14  Aidan Benner 
5/15  Jeffery Corliss 
5/17  Adam Hurst  
5/17  Adam Roth  
5/19  Dillon Sneed 
5/19  Carol Trice  
5/20  Beth Fitzjarrald 
5/23  Michael Tincher  
5/23  Cloey Tomlinson 
5/24  Greg Maurer 
5/24  Megan Richard  
5/24  Marta Hensley  
5/27  Brice Moore  
5/27  Sara Monks 
5/27  Luc Rabeyrin 
5/28  Darlene Clevenger 
5/29  Jax Miller 
5/30  Cayla Duckwall 
5/31  Betty Roth  
5/31  Marolyn Turner 

 
 

JUNE 

6/03  Weston Roth  
6/04  Jim Osborn 
6/05  Mary Tucker  
6/06  Jashaun Randolph  
6/06  Joe Manwell  
6/07  Janet Mercker  
6/07  Melinda Collins  
6/13  Curtis Clock  
6/13  Kevin McMahan  
6/14  Samuel Hart 
6/14  Harper Trice  
6/15  Jack Covington 
6/17  Mychele Monks  
6/17  Donna King  
6/17  Madelyne Warman  
6/19  Gordon Gough  
6/19  Jeremy Landis  
6/19  Jackson Manwell 
6/20  Kiel Monks  
6/22  Jeremy Johnson 
6/23  Jason Ford 
6/23  Ryan Dwiggans  
6/24  Lindsey Cook 
6/25  Jeff Johnson 
6/30  Rick Clock 

Anniversaries 
 
 
 

May  
5/12- Jeff & Lindsey Cook 
5/18-Randy & Katti Sneed  
5/20- Linda Listenfelt  
5/24- Robert & Betty Roth  
5/26- Donn & Mary Force 
5/29- Robert & Melinda Holloway  
5/29- David & Jenna Englehard 
5/30- Ed & Brenda Fritz   
 

June  
6/01- Gary & Julie Harbert 
6/06- Duane &Debbie Small  
6/08-Linda Rogers  
6/12-Ivan & Vicki Zapien 
6/14- Ed & Carol Trice  
6/14- Steve & Jane Sharkey  
6/21 -Beth Fitzjarrald 
6/23- Sandy & Lynn Draper 
6/24-Nolan & Julie Castex 
6/26- Gordon Gough  
6/27- Gene & Marie McMahan  
6/27-Joe & Anita Manwell 
 



 7 

 

A.C.T.S.  
“A CHANCE. TO SERVE”  

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

PRE-K-Marolyn Turner 
ELEMENTARY-Carol & Melissa Trice 

 MIDDLE HIGH-Nancy Clem & Marilyn Roth 
 SENIOR HIGH-TBA 

 
“CLIP NOTES” 

     Thanks to all for signing the clip board as 
our A.C.T.S. helps us fulfill our mission and 
vision statements  as well as help us to make 

HEAD USHER- MAY  

Kellie Hunt  

 

LITURGIST-MAY 

Deb Small 

 

COMMUNION STEWARD-MAY 

Janet Dailey  

 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger, George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, Jonah Johnson  
 
DOOR GREETERS-MAY 
6-Ron & Barbara Anderson 
13-Randy Sneed Family 
20-Nikky Hensley  
27-Rita Smoot 
 
 
 
 

ACOLYTES-MAY 
6-Jamarah Landis/Kailana Tomlinson  
13-Clifford & Adam Trice 
20-Dalton Sneed & Cloey Tomlinson 
27-Dylan Martin & Sophia Roth  
 
HEAD USHER-JUNE 
Wilbur Webb  
 
LITURGIST-JUNE 
Rita Smoot 
 
COMMUNION STEWARD-JUNE 
Rita Smoot 
 
DOOR GREETERS-JUNE 
3-Beth Fitzjarrald 
10-Michael & Gloria Tincher 
17-Jim & Mary Jane Pernod 
24-Harold & Janet Dailey  
 
 
 

ACOLYTES-JUNE 
3-Dylan Martin & Cameron Tomlinson 
10-Jamarah Landis & Dylan Martin 
17-Clifford & Adam Trice  
24-Mara & Emma Reehling  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
 
MAY 
6-Greg & Nancy Clem  
13-Bob & Betty Roth 
20-Carol Ann Gallo  
27-Don & Sara Spahr 
 
JUNE 
3-Duane & Debbie Small 
10-Darren & Cheryl Williams  
17-Steve & Marolyn Turner  
24-Gordon Gough  


