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JANUARY & FEBRUARY
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

Making A Difference
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in
a manger."
Luke 2:10-12
Who would have thought that the birth of a child would make
such an amazing impact on the whole world? No matter what a person’s belief or faith, there is no disputing that the birth of Jesus
changed the world and made a difference in countless lives. Even
now, as many begin to wrap up their Christmas season, the celebration of the birth of Jesus is still on our minds. Imagine what it would
mean to the world, to God, if in the coming year we each were intentional about making a difference in someone’s life.
So, what does it take to make a difference in someone else’s life?
Maybe the easiest way to answer that question is to look back into our
own lives and see how others have made a difference in our lives.
What about that one phone call or visit from a friend that came at just
the right moment? How about the words a parent spoke to help sooth
an aching heart, the caring arm around your shoulder to offer comfort? Is there a teacher or adult who made a difference in your life as
a youth? Did someone help guide and encourage you into your current career? Is there a young person that needs you as a friend and
mentor?
The biggest difference we have experienced in our lives would be
our salvation. Who introduced you to Jesus? How did you hear the
Good News of salvation? Who was instrumental in helping to shape
your faith? Someone shared it with you, so who can you share it with
in the coming year? The possibilities are endless. We just need to
take time to pray and think about it. We need to follow the guidance
of the Holy Spirit , knowing God has a mission for us to fulfill.
We know the ways in which others have helped to make a difference in our lives. We also know God has put us here together to love,
care, support, and nurture each other in our faith. We know too, how
God wants us to share the Good News of salvation that Jesus provides. So, take a few moments each day in this coming year and look
around you. Look around at those you work with, live with, go to
school with, meet in the street, and ask yourself; “What would God
have me do to make a difference in their life?” Something as simple
as a blessing or Word from God, a warm smile and friendly greeting,
or an offer of help and support may make all the difference in someone else’s life.
Remember our efforts may seem small or even simple to us, but
we never know how God will use those efforts to truly make a difference in that person’s life. In fact, we may never know just how our
efforts will affect someone. But that’s the beauty of it, because our
actions are to God’s glory and not to our own. With that in mind, take
the following prayer and put it where you can read it each day as a
reminder and guide for making a difference in someone’s life.
Blessed Lord, you came into my life, forgave my sins, and made
me into someone new. You made a difference in my life by your sacrifice, love, and grace. Now, O Lord, help me to reach out to others
with your unconditional love. Guide me by your Holy Spirit to live
each new day in a way that will make a difference too. In the name of
Jesus, Amen.
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year,
and may God Bless us all,
Pastor Darren

Start 2018 With Electronic Giving (eGive)
By utilizing the latest methods of electronic banking, eGive ensures that your pledge/offering are delivered electronically, increasing
efficiency and saving resources and time for you, the giver. Convenience is a big part of eGive. No more writing weekly or monthly
checks or getting behind on your pledge because of weather, vacations, etc. Through your bank, you would make your pledge using the
bank Bill Pay method.
eGive Benefits
eGive makes good stewardship easy and convenient.
You will never get behind on your pledges because the eGive
transactions are scheduled (through bank Bill Pay) for the amount and
on the date selected.
This eliminates the need to write a check and bring your envelope
on weekly basis. You will still need to write checks for special giving
(Missions, Easter Flowers, Building Fund, VBS, etc.)
Your Bill Pay payment provides you an instant receipt for your records.
The church will be provided a notification of your pledge for the
Financial Secretary’s records when your bank sends a bill pay check.
Remember; tell your bank that you want to sign up Bill Pay.
How Do I Sign Up?
Contact church treasurer Jay Buffington (765-998-3038/765-5063916 cell) and he will assist you in setting up your electronic payment.
Your payment (pledge) is made through your own bank using Bill Pay.
This is Direct Debit Giving, where your donation is given directly from
your bank account to the Church’s account.
The payment will be made to The Fairmount State Bank, 101
North Main Street, PO Box 8, Fairmount, IN 46928.
The payment account will be requested when you initially set up
the payment. For example: Routing # 074904365, act# 006xxxx.
Jay will provide the complete number when you are ready to set it up.

HEALTH CABINET NEWS
January, February, and March we will embark on a virtual walking trip
to Jerusalem. Any walking miles you can contribute will help us reach
Jerusalem. At the end of each week, you can email or hand in your
miles for the week. There will be weekly scripture to go along with our
journey. Encourage your friends & family to join us. We will celebrate
at the end of each month with a carry in. Anyone interested will need
to sign up with Jayne Babcock or Robyn Mercker. Our gym will be
open Monday through Thursday 6-7pm for walking.
Join us Sunday January 7th 7:45-9:15am for lab screenings and
an osteoporosis screening before church. Since some of the test requires you to not eat after midnight , there will be drinks and bagels
after the tests. More information to come on this event.

To do this will require the involvement of even
more interested members of our congregation than we
currently have participating. We are very grateful for
In the next few Newsletters we will be looking a
the blessings that each volunteer brings to this vital
little closer at the make-up and responsibilities of the
ministry and its ongoing operation. Thank you for
various parts of our Leadership Council.
your faithful service!
In our first installment we will be looking at two
Currently, we continue to interview interested canvital parts of our council-Family Ministries and Outdidates from local colleges, towns, and within the conreach Ministries.
gregation. We are also in on-going conversations with
Family Ministries: Jack Covington is our current members of the congregation to help them discover
chairperson. The rest of the Leadership Council serves how their gifts and talents can support our youth ministry.
as his committee in making decisions. From there,
We would ask everyone to continue praying for this
Jack and the rest of the committee assemble various
process
so we can be faithful to God, our mission, and
ministry teams from among the congregation to carry
out those decisions and fulfill the requirements of our our vision. If you have ideas you’d like to share or
would like to help is some way please contact me.
family ministries.
In service to Christ our Lord,
So, what areas of our church does Family Ministries
Wilbur Webb
oversee and have responsibility for? Let’s take a look.

Leadership Council . . . Who Is Doing
What?

All Sunday School Classes
Youth Ministry Teams
Adult Discipleship Classes
Child Care/Nursery
UMW
Fellowship Meals/Funeral Meals
- Kitchen Cleanliness and Supplies
Health and Welfare Activities

BIRTHDAYS
JANUARY

Outreach Ministries: Michael Tincher is our current chairperson. The rest of the Leadership Council
serves as his committee in making decisions. Michael
and the rest of the committee assemble various ministry teams from among the congregation to carry out
those decisions and fulfill the requirements of our outreach ministries.
Oversight and Responsibilities include:

01/03
01/09
01/14
01/15
01/19
01/20

Mission Projects/Support
Conference mission initiatives
Youth camps
Support local mission projects
Support local/area mission fundraisers
Community Outreach Events
Back to School Bash
Operation Christmas Child
U-Turn
Trunk and Treat/or community activity
Boy Scouts
Community Easter Egg Hunt
Food pantries - local and county
Zumba classes
Special/educational programs for community involvement
Vacation bible school

01/25
01/26

Staff Parish Relations
As you know we have been working very hard to
find our next Youth Director. In the process we are
also, by God’s grace, finding ways to refine our youth
program into a stronger and more self-sustaining ministry.

01/22
01/24

01/27

Nate Clem
Mary Lou Meyers
Christina Rigney
Jonathon Cook
Lillian Rinearson
Robyn Mercker
Jonathan Owen
Greg Connors
Harrold Daily
Randy Sneed
Maddie Evans
Marissa Zolman
Megan Fitzjarrald
Jay Buffington
James Pernod

FEBRUARY
02/02
02/03
02/07
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/15
02/16
02/17
02/21
02/21
02/23
02/24
02/28

Melinda Holloway
Jenny Covington
Rob Hammitt
Allison Holloway
Mary Pemberton
Enzie Turner
Owen Roth
Duane Small
Julie Harbert
Sebrina Capen
Tara Trice
David Anderson
Bobby Roberts
Cathy Shouse
Gary Turner
Jeff Cook
Bailey Vest
Linda Marley
Leah Cook

ANNIVERSARIES
JANUARY

01/01 Rob & Tina Hammitt
01/14 Bob & Arlene McGraw
01/16 Jerry & Jill Henry

FEBRUARY

02/14 Harrold & Janet Daily
02/22 Floyd & Bette Landis

2017/2018 Fiscal Year Church Financials
Second Report: July-Nov 2017
Income
General Fund Giving:
Mission Donations:
Other Designated Donations:
Total Income:

$54,918
$1,823
$6,467
$63,208

Expenses
Tithing to Conf. & District:
Pastoral Support:
Staff Salaries:
Office Supplies:
Trustees:
Family/Youth Ministries:
Worship/Hospitality Ministries:
Outreach Ministries:
Designated Giving:
Total Expenses:

Reserved Designated Funds:

$6,039
$30,357
$6,417
$2,047
$8,150
$628
$508
--$6,743
$60,889
$12,820

Tithe Update:
As you know we spent the month of October talking
about stewardship. We concluded our sermon series
talking specifically about stewardship of our finances
and our spiritual directive to tithe.
You may recall we supplied commitment cards asking
each household to fill one out in response to God’s message to us. After two months we now have the results.
Out of the 59 identified givers in our congregation we
received 22 responses. We had four possible responses
to choose from.
Of the 22 respondents: 10 - will give the full tithe.
1 - will increase to a full tithe.
1 - will work towards a full
tithe.
10 - Pledged a specific
amount of money.
The bottom line here is with less than half of the
households responding it’s difficult to get a clear picture
on our willingness to tithe.
That being said, our weekly/monthly income will
bear out the reality of our faithfulness in our giving. So
on behalf of the Leadership Council I want to thank everyone for all that you give.
We would also encourage everyone to continue to
prayerfully consider what God wants each of us to do
and faithfully follow His leading.
Blessings in Christ
Finance Team

Trustees Special Project Funding Request
The Leadership Council and Trustees are asking for
your support through designated funding to perform
needed repairs to the church North Bell Tower and Tuckpointing of exterior brick. It will take approximately
$10,000 to complete the initial repairs. The funds are being requested now in order for the project to start in the
Spring of 2018.
This funding request is above and beyond your normal
tithing.
Please make your donation to Fairmount UMC
Trustees designated for the Bell Tower project.
Thank you,
Trustees Team

WORSHIP/HOSPITALITY
MINISTRIES TEAM
Meeting Tuesday January 16th at 7:00pm. This
includes all coordinators from the old worship committee.
Anyone interested in Evangelism, Hospitality or
Holiday Decorations or Services are also invited to
attend.
This will be an organizational meeting for 2018.
If you have any questions please contact Marilyn
Roth at 765-948-4550 or Email her at

2018
Yes, it is the new year 2018. Another new beginning. One full of opportunities. Will we step out of our
comfort zone and take on a new opportunity to serve in
the church’s work? God has given us all spiritual gifts ,
and we need to show God that we love Him enough to
step out in faith and do His work.
There are sign-up sheets for Worship nursery, for
Children’s church for all different ages of children, youth
and adult Sunday School teachers. We set aside time for
other things in our lives, but do we make time for the
church things that have to be done? It is so easy to say no
I can’t do that; I am not equipped, forgetting that if God
wants you to do it He will always equip you. So remember when that sign-up sheet comes around or you are
asked to do a particular job, please take that opportunity
to serve.
Joshua 24:15 “And if it seem evil unto to you to
serve the LORD choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye
dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD.’

FAIRMOUNT UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Worship Sunday 9:30am / Sunday School 10:45am
Phone: 765-948-4253
e-mail: fairmountumc@gmail.com
Pastor Darren Williams

301 S Walnut St
Fairmount IN 46928

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER FOR WINTER QUARTER
PRE-K-Marolyn Turner
ELEMENTARY-Carol & Melissa Trice
MIDDLE HIGH-Nancy Clem
Marilyn Roth
SENIOR HIGH-Kellie Hunt
“CLIP NOTES”
Thanks to all for signing the clip board “A. CHANCE. TO. SERVE”
A.C.T.S. helps us to make connections. As we prepare for Safe Sanctuary in January, at least two adults need to be in the Nursery, in Elementary, Middle School, High School Sunday School, Youth Group,
Children’s Church, and Junior Church. Also, U-TURN needs at least
six adults. Teenagers at least 16 years old may help in any of A.C.T.S.
Thanks for the help now and later to serve in the
SPIRIT!

HEAD USHER-JANUARY

HEAD USHER-FEBRUARY

Jeff Johnson

Jay Buffington

LITURGIST-JANUARY

LITURGIST-FEBRUARY

Jonah Johnson

Cheryl Williams

COMMUNION STEWARD -JAN.

COMMUNION STEWARD-FEB.

Rita Smoot

Wanda Carter

ALTAR FLOWERS
JANUARY

AUDIO-VISUAL

DOOR GREETERS-FEB

7-Bob & Arlene McGraw

Dennis Clevenger, George Babcock

4-Greg & Nancy Clem

14-Linda Marley

Jackson Manwell, Jonah Johnson

11-Cheryl Williams

21-Randy & Katti Sneed

18-Reehling Family

28-Jake & Marilyn Roth

DOOR GREETERS

25-Kellie Hunt

7-Steve & Marolyn Turner

4-Jack & Jenny Covington

14-Randy Sneed Family

ACOLYTES

21-Ron & Barb Anderson

4-Nick & Tyler Evans

28-Harold & Janet Dailey

11-Clifford & Adam Trice

ACOLYTES
7-Dylan Martin & Sophia House
14-Dalton Sneed & Cloey Tomlinson
21-Mara & Emma Reehling
28-Robert Cox &Kailana Tomlinson

FEBRUARY

18-Mara & Emma Reehling
24-Cameron Tomlinson & Robert Cox

11-Rick & Melissa Trice
18-Mike & Wanda Carter
25-Rita Smoot

