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FAIRMOUNT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

January & February 2020
NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
Faith and Service
As we close out one year and enter
into a new year, we have much to be grateful for and
much to look forward to. We have seen many children giving their hearts to the Lord during VBS. And
we had the honor of witnessing several adults and
youth alike, publicly proclaiming their faith, as they
were baptized and joined the church.
We have seen God working in our midst drawing
each of us closer to him as well as challenging us to
grow in our faith. Our challenges begin within our
own hearts as we seek to fulfill God’s will more and
more within our day to day living. Those challenges
continue in our corporate life, as part of the Body of
Christ, to discover how God is calling us to serve
others in ways we may have never considered before.
In learning from Jesus and dedicating ourselves as
his followers, we know to faithfully follow him is
not about upholding or defending the traditions of
people. We know our foremost call is to fulfill the
law of Christ. Which, of course, means loving God
with all our heart mind and strength, loving our
neighbors as we love ourselves, and loving our enemies.
Our challenge is to discern how God is calling us
to fulfill that mandate in this new year. There are
certainly many ongoing ministries we will continue
doing, but what is the next thing God is challenging
us with? What new ministry does God want us to be
a part of on a personal level as well as at a corporate
level? Is there a new mission field (local, national, or
even international) just waiting to be recognized by
us? Is there a neighbor, friend, or family member
waiting for someone to come along side them to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ, to be their
mentor in faith, or to just share God’s love with
them?
The possibilities are only limited by our willingness to be available to God’s leading. Our success is
only limited by our desire to do, go, or say whatever

God would set before us. Consider for a moment the
words of James to the believers of his day. Keep in
mind, the believers he was writing to were under a
great persecution, yet they not only believed but they
thrived in their faith as they followed the ways of
Jesus under the guidance of such leaders as James
and Paul.
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such
faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is
without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but
does nothing about their physical needs, what good
is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is
dead.”
James 2:14-17 (NIV)
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If our desire is to see God glorified, if our desire
is to see the Kingdom of God grow, if our desire is to
see our church thrive then we need to put our faith to
work. This is not to say what’s been done in the past
or what’s being done presently is fruitless. On the
contrary, we have experienced many successes but
we can’t stop there. We need to continue, by God’s
grace and power, building on what we’ve learned
and done in the past as it is the foundation of what
we will do tomorrow.
Jesus didn’t travel to just one town; the Apostles
didn’t teach in just one country. They traveled and
journeyed everywhere God opened a door for them.
The work of God is an ever-expanding message and
service that has no limits, boarders, or boundaries.
We have faith. We’ve seen it in action. However, as we move into the new year what new boundary
is God calling each of us to cross? What new boarder is God calling us, as a church, to enter into? One
thing’s for sure. No matter where God calls us, personally or corporately, we are going to need each
other. We need each other to be overflowing with
the power of the Holy Spirit so we can support, encourage, and work together to be successful in fulfilling God’s call on our hearts and God’s call to the
church to be in ministry to the world.
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So, let’s join together in prayer to discern what
new chapter God will open up for us this year. Let
us be there to uplift and encourage each other as we
discover where God is calling us to go and what God
is calling us to do. Let us be one with the Spirit, one
with each other, and one with the Lord as we step out
in faith, and say; “Yes God. Here we are. Send us.”
Thank you for your ongoing faithfulness service.
May God richly bless us as we serve.
Pastor Darren

Health Cabinet News:
The members of the cabinet are: Don
Spahr, Gene and Marie McMahan, Dianne
Pack, Sebrina Capen, Linda Martin, Jayne Babcock and Robyn Mercker.

Choir practice will start back on
January 30th, 2020. We look
forward to seeing everyone.

Giving Above and
Beyond Our Tithe
The Leadership Council has
designated a second projector for
the sanctuary as our new project.
Estimate cost is $8000.00.
Donations received: 2620.00

HEALTH CABINET CONTINUED . . .

Rational: A second projector will enhance our
worship service by allowing everyone to equally and
easily view the scriptures, song lyrics, and videos we
use during our worship.

The first aid boxes are going to be reorganized
and made easier to use. There will be ready-made
ice packs in both freezers if needed for an injury.

If you would like to be a part of expanding our
hospitality to everyone in the sanctuary please
prayerfully consider making a contribution.

We will continue doing blood pressure checks on
fellowship Sundays.

The health cabinet will meet again in October and
will be working on a “Walk to better health” plan for
January through April to keep us off the couch and in
better health.
Please feel free to share any ideas you may have
with any of the cabinet members. God is so good to
allow our church this opportunity to work together
for our health and our well being.
Blessings in Jesus, Robyn Mercker

Thank you and God bless you.

Thank you for our Christmas Gift! We pray
that 2020 is everything God intends for it to be
for each of us!
In Him, Pastor Darren & Cheryl
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The Power of Prayer
By Billy Graham

The men upon whose shoulders rested the initial
responsibility of Christianizing the world came to Jesus with one supreme request. They did not say,
“Lord, teach us to preach;” “Lord, teach us to do miracles;” or “Lord, teach us to be wise.” They said, “Lord,
teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1).
The followers of Christ saw the example He set in
praying, and they noted the direct relationship between Jesus’ ministry and His devout life of prayer.
Jesus considered prayer more important than
food, for the Bible says that hours before breakfast,
“In the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place;
and there He prayed” (Mark 1:35).
The Son of God considered prayer more important
than the assembling of great throngs. The Bible says,
“And great multitudes came together to hear, and to
be healed by Him of their infirmities. So He Himself
often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed” (Luke
5:15-16).
The precious hours of fellowship with His heavenly
Father meant more to our Savior than sleep, for the
Bible says, “Now it came to pass in those days that He
went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all
night in prayer to God” (Luke 6:12).
He prayed at funerals and the dead were raised.
He prayed over the five loaves and two fishes and a
multitude was fed with a little boy’s lunch. He prayed,
“Not My will, but Yours” (Luke 22:42), and a way was
made whereby sinful men and women might approach a holy God.
It has pleased God to relate His work in the world
to the prayers of His people. Noah prayed, and God
handed him a blueprint of the ark of deliverance. Moses prayed, and God delivered the Israelites from
Egyptian bondage. Gideon prayed, and a formidable
enemy fled in fear before his valiant, prayerful 300.
Daniel prayed, and the mouths of the lions were
closed. Elijah prayed, and the fire of God consumed
the sacrifice and licked up the water around the altar.
David prayed, and he defeated Goliath on the Philistine battleground.
The disciples prayed, and they were filled with the
Holy Spirit so that 3,000 were added to the church in
one day. Paul prayed, and hundreds of churches were

born in Asia Minor and Europe. God does answer
prayer.
Some prayers are answered with a “yes” and some
with a “no.” The Bible says there are specific reasons
why prayers are not answered.
It may be that your prayers are not answered because of disobedience. A disobedient child cannot expect to have his cake and eat it too. The Bible says, “It
shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the
Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today,
that all these curses will come upon you and overtake
you” (Deuteronomy 28:15).
Perhaps your prayers are not answered because of
secret sin. David said, “If I regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear” (Psalm 66:18). Sin shortcircuits the communication system between earth
and Heaven, and your praying with an evil heart will
not even reach God.
Another reason for prayers not being answered is
selfishness or willfulness. The Bible says, “You ask and
do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may
spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:3). Prayer serves
a dual purpose: the blessing of man and the glory of
God. If a prayer is prayed willfully for our own benefit
but not for God’s glory, it is not worthy of being answered. “Not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke
22:42) is the spirit of effectual prayer.
Real prayer is not a vain repetition of words
uttered in public for religious display. Jesus said, “And
when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites.
For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and
on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen
by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward” (Matthew 6:5).
Prayer is not a futile cry of desperation born of fear
or frustration. Many people pray only when they are
under great stress or in danger. There seems to be an
instinct in people to pray in times of trouble. We
know “there are no atheists in foxholes,” but the kind
of Christianity that fails to reach into our everyday
lives will never change the world.
The Bible says, “I desire therefore that the men
pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath
and doubting” (1 Timothy 2:8).
In this modern age, we have learned to harness the
power of the mighty Niagara. We have learned how
to contain gasoline vapors in a cylinder and explode

them at the appointed second to move our vehicles. We
have even discovered the secret of releasing energy in
the atom, which is capable of destroying entire cities
and civilizations.
But very few of us have learned how to fully develop
the power of prayer. We have not yet learned that a
man or woman is more powerful when they are in prayer than when they are behind the most powerful guns
we have ever developed. We have not learned that a
nation is more powerful when it unites in earnest prayer
to God than when its resources are channeled into defensive weapons. We have not discovered that the answers to all our problems can be had through contact
with Almighty God.
I know from personal experience that we are only
able to move forward in our evangelistic work by your
prayers. If it were not for the prayers of thousands of
God’s people throughout the world, our ministry would
completely fail.
Now let us look at prayer objectively. What does the
Bible say about effectual praying?
First, prayer is for God’s children. Jesus said, when
you pray, say, “Our Father …” (see Matthew 6:9).
Unless we have been born into the family of God
through the new birth, we have no right to ask favors of
God. The Bible says, “But as many as received Him, to
them He gave the right to become children of God, to
those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).
Oh, my friend whose prayers have not been answered, God invites you to the intimacy of spiritual sonship, “That you may become blameless and harmless,
children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15).
Second, effectual prayer is offered in faith.
The Bible says, “Therefore I say to you, whatever
things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive
them, and you will have them” (Mark 11:24).
It goes without saying that if our prayers are aimless,
meaningless and mingled with doubt, they will go unanswered. Prayer is more than a wish turned heavenward.
It is the voice of faith directed Godward.
Third, dynamic prayer emanates from an obedient
heart.
The Bible says, “And whatever we ask we receive
from Him, because we keep His commandments and do
those things that are pleasing in His sight” (1 John 3:22).
Further, the Bible says, “However, if you do not obey
the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be
against you” (1 Samuel 12:15).
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If you want to get your prayers through to God, surrender your stubborn will to Him, and He will hear your cry.
Fourth, we are to pray in Christ’s Name.
Jesus said, “And whatever you ask in My name, that I
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the
Son” (John 14:13).
We are not worthy to approach the holy throne of
God except through our advocate, Jesus Christ. God, for
Christ’s sake, forgives our sins. God, for Christ’s sake,
supplies our needs. God, for Christ’s sake, receives our
prayers. Our approach to God has been made possible
because of Jesus Christ.
Fifth, we must desire the will of God.
Even our Lord, contrary to His own disposition at the
moment, said, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass
away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be
done” (Matthew 26:42).
Prayer couples you with God’s true purposes for you
and the world. It not only brings the blessings of God’s
will to your own personal life, but it brings you the added blessing of being in step with God’s plan.
And last, our prayer must be for God’s glory.
If we are to have our prayers answered, we must give
God the glory. Our Lord said to His disciples, “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).
What a privilege is ours, the privilege of prayer! We
are to pray in times of adversity, lest we become faithless and unbelieving. We are to pray in times of prosperity, lest we become boastful and proud. We are to pray
in times of danger, lest we become fearful and doubting.
We need to pray in times of security, lest we become
self-sufficient. Sinners, pray to a merciful God for forgiveness! Christians, pray for an outpouring of God’s
Spirit upon a willful, evil, unrepentant world. Parents,
pray that God may crown your home with grace and
mercy! Children, pray for the salvation of your parents!
Christians, saints of God, pray that the dew of Heaven
may fall on earth’s dry, thirsty ground, and that righteousness may cover the earth as the waters cover the
sea. Pray, believing, with this promise of our Savior in
mind, “Whatever things you ask when you pray, believe
that you receive them, and you will have them (Mark
11:24).
“Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint
upon his knees”—so pray, Christian, pray!
©1955 BGEA, September 1, 2019 Decision Magazine
Scripture quotations taken from the NKJV.
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Trustee Treasurer Report

October/November
2019 Fiscal Year Budget: $168,234
Monthly Goal: $14,020 Funds needed per week $3,235
October

Beginning Balance

3,319.74 1,693.64

8,486.00

10,199

Mission Donations

-

-

Other Designated Donations

-

Total Income:

Beginning Balance

8,942.66 12,835.80

11,805.74 11,892.64

General Fund Giving

-

1,470.00

- Building/Property Use

100.00

100.00

- Donations

150.00

280.00

- Parking

293.00

-

-

40.00

Designated Giving
- Projector

Expenses

Amount Amount

- Tithing Conf. & Dist.

2,566.53

- Pastoral Support

5,904.45 6,717.09

- Staff Salaries

1,105.45 1,207.83

- Office Supplies
- Trustees

262.66

-

258.50

273 3,200.00

- Finance/Stewardship

-

-

- Family Ministries

-

106.94

- Worship/Hospitality

-

-

- Outreach Ministries

-

-

- Designated Giving

-

-

Total Expenses
Ending Balance

November

Income

Income
General Fund Giving

October

November

10,112.09 11,490.36
1,693.64

-Building Maintenance

5,792.42 11,5000.00
6,335.42

13,390.00

- Church Utilities

667.42

970.31

- Parsonage Utilities

261.41

422.16

-

2719.75

- Maintenance Staff

318.00

554.00

- Supplies

456.45

1,142.36

- Repairs and Projects

738.80

-

2,442.28

5,808.58

Total Income

Expenses

- Insurance

Total Expenses
Ending Balance

12,835.80 20,417.22

402.28
Designated Funds

Reserved Designated
Funds

10,873.00 10,889.00

Memorial Gift Funds

4,288.00 4,974.00

Undesignated Funds

2,595.00

3,020.00

10,027.90

5,922.66

Thank you for your faithful support.

Your Finance Team &
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The Faithful in Action
January
HEAD USHER
Jeff Johnson
LITURGIST
Cheryl Williams
COMMUNION STEWARD
Darlene Clevenger
AUDIO-VISIUAL
Dennis Clevenger,
George Babcock
Jackson Manwell,
Jonah Johnson
DOOR GREETERS
5-Ron and Barb Anderson
12-Mike and Rose Kegg
19-Nikki Hensley
26-Jake and Marilyn Roth
ACOLYTES
5-Adara Bellus
12-Dalton S. & Jamarah L.
19-Mara & Emma R.
26-Zella H. & Hadleigh J.
ALTAR FLOWERS
5-Jerry & Jill Henry
12-Linda Marley
19-Steve & Marolyn Turner
26-Andy & Susy Presswood

February

NURSERY
5-TBA
12-TBA
19-TBA
26-TBA

HEAD USHER
Steve Turner

PRE-SCHOOL
5121926-

COMMUNION STEWARD
Nikki Hensley

Elementary-K-5
5121926Jr. High
5-Marilyn Roth
12-Marilyn Roth
19-Marilyn Roth
26-Marilyn Roth
High School 6-12
5-Cheryl Williams
12-Cheryl Williams
19-Cheryl Williams
26-Cheryl Williams
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
5-Cheryl Williams
121926-

LITURGIST
Gene McMahan

AUDIO-VISIUAL
Dennis Clevenger,
George Babcock
Jackson Manwell,
Jonah Johnson
DOOR GREETERS
2-Jim & Sebrina Capen
9-Wilbur & Kay Webb
16-Jill Rheeling
23-Cheryl Williams
ACOLYTES
2-Adara Bellus
9-Zella H. & Hadleigh J.
16-Mara & Emma R.
23-Dalton S. & Jamarah L.

ALTAR FLOWERS
2-Dave & Merrijoy Mantor
9-Linda Martin
16-AJ & Robyn Mercker
23-Orval & Calle Coleman

NURSERY
2-TBA
9-TBA
16-TBA
23-TBA
PRE-SCHOOL
2-Kellie Hunt
9-Kellie Hunt
16-Kellie Hunt
23-Kellie Hunt
Elementary K-5
2-Katti Sneed
9-Katti Sneed
16-Katti Sneed
23-Katti Sneed
Jr. High
2-Marilyn Roth
9-Marilyn Roth
16-Marilyn Roth
23-Marilyn Roth
High School 6-12
2-Cheryl Williams
9-Cheryl Williams
16-Cheryl Williams
23-Cheryl Williams
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
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BIRTHDAYS
January
Trace Fritz 1/1
Nathan Clem 1/3
Russ Wilkerson 1/8
Mary Lou Meyers 1/9
Christina Rigney 1/14
Jonathon Cook 1/15
Betty Waggy 1/17
Lillian Rinearson 1/19
Robyn Mercker 1/20
Jody McMahan 1/21
Greg Connors 1/22
Harold Daily 1/24
Randy Sneed 1/24
Maddison Evans 1/25
Marissa Zolman 1/26
Megan Fitzjarrald 1/26
James Pernod 1/27
Janice Sneed 1/27
Troy McMahan 1/30

ANNIVERSARIES
February
Melinda Holloway 2/2
Jenny Covington 2/3
Rob Hammitt 2/3
Mary Pemberton 2/7
Allison Holloway 2/7
Owen Roth 2/8
Enzie Turner 2/8
Duane Small 2/9
Sebrina Capen 2/10
Julie Harbert 2/10
Patrick Monks 2/13
Tara Trice 2/15
Bobby Roberts 2/16
David Anderson 2/16
Cathy Shouse 2/17
Ed Fritz 2/20
Jeff Cook 2/21
Gary Turner 2/21
Linda Marley 2/24
Mary Lou Debolt 2/24
James Benner 2/25
Kathy Connors 2/25
Leah Cook 2/28

January
Bob & Arlene McGraw 1/14
Jerry & Jill Henry 1/16
Rick & Linda Clock 1/22
James & Susan Benner 1/30

February
Floyd & Bette Landis 2/22
Harold & Janet Dailey 2/14

