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January & February 2019 

Notes From the Pastor 

 

 
"Let There Be Light" 

 

     In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 

earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters. Then God said, ―Let there be light‖; and there was 

light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 

the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day.                              Genesis 1:1-5 NRSV 

 

     It's good every now and then to think about where we come 

from to help us understand where we are going.  Creation is as 

far back as one can go, yet in just these first five verse of the 

scripture we find a direct link to our future-"Let there be light." 

     Into the void and darkness God spoke and the first thing God 

said was "Let there be light."  God also calls the light "good."  

Light was necessary, it was essential, it would be used to help 

sustain life.   

     In our world today we face more darkness then we might 

care to admit.  Locally, nationally, and globally we face politi-

cal issues, terrorism, war, natural disasters, economic concerns, 

and crime.  We face many types of personal circumstances that 

will challenge us and on top of that we face the looming choic-

es of our denominations Special General Conference being held 

from February 23-26.   

     At this conference a decision is hoped to be reached that will 

determine the direction of the United Methodist church for 

years to come.  Will we be a church that embrace same sex 

marriages and pastors in same sex relationships?  Or will we 

maintain our current position on these matters?  No matter the 

decision my guess is the UMC is in for a bumpy ride as one 

group or another will feel they need to leave and or fight even 

harder to get everyone else on board with their view.  

     In light of all that we face and the uncertainty of it all it 

doesn't take much to feel overwhelmed.  It is also very tempting 

to try and push it all away and pretend nothing is going on.  It’s 

easy to get discouraged and wonder if there is any hope . . . but 

there is good news. 

     That Good News is Jesus, the light of the world.  Even as 

God spoke light into the world God also sent his only son, Je-

sus, to bring us new life and renewed hope.  Jesus made it pos-

sible for all people to find forgiveness from sins and the free-

dom to enjoy all of creation.  We can enjoy life anew each day 

in Christ because we know Jesus will always be with us to 

strengthen us for all we face.  We will never be alone even in 

our darkest hour.   

     Regarding the Special General Conference, I am convinced 

Jesus can handle this.  Which means, no matter the outcome, 

God will still be in control and all we need to do is follow Him.  

Our job is to remain faithful to his call and His Word.   

     So no matter what is happening in the world, our lives, or 

the church we can hold onto our hope which comes from Jesus.  

He gives life, he sustains life, He is life.  Jesus reminds us how 

the moments of each day pass quickly but his love for us is for-

ever.  The things of this world are only temporary while our life 

in Jesus is eternal.  And one day we will be with Jesus where 

there will be no darkness and we will see Jesus face to face.   

     Remember then the great love God has for us.  And when 

the darkness of the world begins to creep in take comfort in 

Jesus who lights the path before us and will lead us home. 

                                                 God bless you now and forever, 

                                                              Pastor Darren 

 

     News broke this week speculating 

on the financial situation of the Boy 

Scouts of America, including a sug-

gestion that the organization may be 

considering the option of bankruptcy. 

     While that headline sounds startling, here’s the 

reality: Scouts, parents and adult volunteers can (and 

should) keep on enjoying the same great Scouting 

program uninterrupted. 

     On Wednesday, Chief Scout Executive Mike 

Surbaugh shared on his blog that ―our daily mission 

will continue and that there are no imminent actions 

or immediate decisions expected.‖ 

     In other words, this weekend’s camping trip? Still 

a go. Next month’s Pinewood Derby? Green light. 

Next summer’s World Scout Jamboree at the Sum-

mit Bechtel Reserve? Bring it on. 

     Your council’s upcoming Friends of Scout-

ing campaign will happen as usual, as well. Which 

reminds me: Funds you donate to your local council 

through FOS stay local. 

     This is all meant to remind you that young people 

are counting on leaders like you. That hasn’t 

changed. 

     These young people committed their time and re-

sources to joining your pack, troop or crew. Nothing 
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should, or will, stand in your way as you deliver on 

that commitment. The BSA will be here to support 

you and your Scouts’ journey through this great 

movement. 

     So what’s next? That’s all I know right now, but 

Surbaugh assured us that the organization will 

―communicate transparently as there are develop-

ments or updates to share.‖ 

BSA’s commitment to keeping children safe 

     Even as the BSA works with experts to address 

our financial future, the organization is committed to 

―fairly compensate victims who suffered abuse dur-

ing their time in Scouting,‖ Surbaugh wrote. 

     ―As you all know, we have always taken care of 

victims — we believe them, we believe in fairly 

compensating them and we have paid for unlimited 

counseling, by a provider of their choice, regardless 

of the amount of time that has passed since an in-

stance of abuse,‖ he wrote. 

     Surbaugh continued that, ―throughout our history 

we have taken proactive steps to help victims heal 

and prevent future abuse. I want to stress that at no 

time in our history have we knowingly allowed a 

sexual predator to work with youth, and we always 

seek to act swiftly when alerted to abuse allega-

tions.‖ 

     Scouting is more important now than ever. And 

with the BSA’s move to welcome girls, there’s real 

momentum. 

     Scouting is 108 years strong, and everyone — 

from volunteers to professionals — is working hard 

to ensure the BSA is around for the next 108 years 

and beyond to continue serving the youth of our na-

tion. 

Bryan Wendell  an Eagle Scout & senior editor of Boys’ 

Life, Scouting and Eagles’ Call magazines. 

 

Health Cabinet News:  

 

WE CARE  Contact Persons:  

 

January: Jayne Babcock - 765-661-5351.  

February is Sebrina-765-810-3300. 

 

BP Checks:  January– Linda & Jayne,  

                      February-Robyn & Marie 

Giving Above and Beyond Our Tithe:  

     The Leadership Council has designated a second 

projector for the sanctuary as our  new project. Esti-

mate cost is $8000.00.  So far we have donations of 

$1190.00. 

Rational:  A second projector will 

enhance our worship service by al-

lowing everyone to equally and easi-

ly view the scriptures, son lyrics, and 

videos we use during our worship 

     If you would like to be a part of expanding our 

hospitality to everyone in the sanctuary please 

prayerfully consider making a contribution. 

                             Thank you and God bless you. 

 

 

A Call to Prayer and Conversation 

  

     Bishop Trimble invites United Methodists to take 

part in District Conversations held in each District in 

the Indiana United Methodist Conference.  

     This is an opportunity to gather together and learn 

more about the proposals being considered at the 

General Conference in February (23-26) sent in by 

the Commission on a Way Forward.   

     These conversations our designed to help the dis-

tricts to better focus on our goal of being fully mis-

sional in every church, every ministry, every com-

munity, and every corner of the world as we dia-

logue, pray, and center ourselves on the love and 

hope of Jesus Christ even as we face uncertainty.  

     Everyone is invited to come and be a part of our 

Conversation for the North Central District. 

 

When:  Sunday, January 20th   

Time:  3:00 Pm   

Where:  Carmel UMC   

              621 S. Rangeline Road  

              Carmel, IN 46032  
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October-November 

(General funds needed per month to meet our 

budget...$13,984) 

                                                            October           November 

Thank you for your faithful support. 

      Your Finance Team & Leadership Council 

 

 

It’s Never to Late to Start . . .  
  

    By utilizing the latest methods of electronic bank-

ing, eGive ensures that your pledge/offering are deliv-

ered electronically, increasing efficiency and saving 

resources and time for you, the giver.  Convenience is 

a big part of eGive.  No more writing weekly or 

monthly checks or getting behind on your pledge be-

cause of weather, vacations, etc.  Through your bank, 

you would make your pledge using the bank Bill Pay 

method.   

 

eGive Benefits 

     eGive makes good stewardship easy and conven-

ient. 

     You will never get behind on your pledges because 

the eGive transactions are scheduled (through bank 

Bill Pay) for the amount and on the date selected. 

    This eliminates the need to write a check and bring 

your envelope on weekly basis. You will still need to 

write checks for special giving (Missions, Easter 

Flowers, Projector, Building Fund, VBS, etc.) 

     Your Bill Pay payment provides you an instant re-

ceipt for your records. 

     The church will be provided a notification of your 

pledge for the Financial Secretary’s records when your 

bank sends a bill pay check. Remember; tell your bank 

that you want to sign up Bill Pay.  

 

How Do I Sign Up? 

     Contact church treasurer Jay Buffington (765-998-

3038/765-506-3916 cell) and he will assist you in set-

ting up your electronic payment. 

Your payment (pledge) is made through your own 

bank using Bill Pay. This is Direct Debit Giving, 

where your donation is given directly from your bank 

account to the Church’s account. 

     The payment will be made to The Fairmount State 

Bank, 101 North Main Street, PO Box 8, Fairmount, 

IN 46928. 

     The payment account will be requested when you 

initially set up the payment.  For example:  Routing # 

074904365, act# 006xxxx.  Jay will provide the com-

plete number when you are ready to set it up.  

General Fund  Giving  10,839 10,533 

Mission Donations           0 0 

Other Designated Donations 150 200 

Total Income:     $ 10,989 $ 10,733 

   

Expenses Amount Amount 

Tithing Conf. & Dist. 1,192 1,158 

Pastoral Support                      7,438 7,054 

Staff Salaries               1,208 1,208 

Office Supplies   247 402 

Trustees            600 2,100 

Finance/Stewardship     0 0 

Family/Adult/Youth Minis-

tries   
122 107 

Worship/Hospitality   121 406 

Outreach Ministries  0 162 

Designated Giving   100 263 

Total Expenses   $11,028 $12,860 

   

Reserved Designated Funds $10,719 $1,061 

Memorial Gift Funds    $ 4,058 $4,055 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
*January* 
Nathan Clem           01/03 
Mary Lou Meyers  01/09 
Christina Rigney    01/14 
Johnathon Cook    01/15 
Lillian Rinearson   01/19 
Robyn Mercker     01/20 
Jonathan Owen    01/20 
Jody McMahan     01/21 
Greg Connors         01/22 
Harold Daily            01/24 
Randy Sneed          01/24 
Maddison Evans    01/25 
Marissa Zolman     01/26 
Megan Fitzjarrald  01/26 
James Pernod         01/27 
Jay Buffington        01/27 
Janice Sneed           01/27 
Troy McMahan      01/30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                
 
 

*February* 
Melinda Holloway   02/02 
Jenny Covington      02/03 
Rob Hammitt            02/03 
Allison Holloway      02/07 
Mary Pemberton     02/07 
Owen Roth                02/08 
Enzie Turner              02/08 
Duane Small              02/09 
Sebrina Capen          02/10 
Julia Harbert              02/10 
Tara Trice                   02/15 
David Anderson        02/16 
Cathy Shouse             02/17 
Jeff Cook                     02/21 
Gary Turner                02/21 
Bailey Vest                  02/23 
Linda Marley              02/24 
James Benner            02/25 
Leah Cook                   02/28 
 
 

 
 

Anniversaries  
*January*  
Bob & Arlene McGraw  01/14 
Jerry & Jill Henry     01/16 
Rick & Linda Clock   01/22 
James & Susan Benner  01/30 
 
 

*February*  
Harold & Janet Dailey     02/14 
Floyd & Bette Landis       02/22 
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A.C.T.S.  
“A CHANCE. TO SERVE”  

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

PRE-K- 
ELEMENTARY- 

 MIDDLE HIGH-Marilyn Roth  
 SENIOR HIGH-Cheryl Williams 

 
“CLIP NOTES” 

     Thanks to all for signing the clip board as 
our A.C.T.S. helps us fulfill our mission and 
vision statements  as well as help us to make 

HEAD USHER-JANUARY 

 Jeff Johnson 

 

LITURGIST– JANUARY 

Cheryl Williams 

 

COMMUNION STEWARD-JANUARY 

Marie McMahan 

 

AUDIO-VISIUAL  

Dennis Clevenger, George Babcock 
Jackson Manwell, Jonah Johnson  
 
DOOR GREETERS-JANUARY 
  6 - Don & Sara Spahr 
13 - Ron & Barbara Anderson 
20 - Ed & Carol Trice 
27 - Harold & Janet Daily 
 
 
 

ACOLYTES-JANUARY 
  6 –Dylan Martin 
13 –Emma & Mara Reehling 
20 –Dalton Sneed 
27 –Jamarah Landis 
 
HEAD USHER-FEBRUARY 
Jake Roth 
 
LITURGIST-FEBRUARY 
Gene McMahan 
 
COMMUNION STEWARD-FEBRUARY 
Darlene Clevenger  
 
DOOR GREETERS-FEBRUARY 
 3 - Kellie Hunt 
10 - Jake & Marilyn Roth 
17 -Jerry & Janet Vardaman 
24 -Andy & Susy Presswood 
 
 

ACOLYTES-FEBRUARY 
 3 –Dylan Martin 
10-Emma & Mara Reehling 
17-Dalton Sneed 
24-Jamarah Landis 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS  
 
JANUARY 
  6-Bob & Arlene McGraw 
13-Linda Marley 
20-Irene Davis 
27-Jay & Judy Buffington 
 
FEBRUARY 
  3-Jack & Jenny Covington 
10-AJ & Robyn Mercker 
17-Dave & Merrijoy Mantor 
24-Rita Smoot 

The Faithful in Action 


