CONNECT CLASS for NEW CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

THE BASIS FOR THIS CLASS
“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and
are of God's household,” (Ephesians 2:19 NASB)

PART ONE: OUR SALVATION
THE GOSPEL: The Need for Salvation

The Gospel Message is:

1.
2.
3.
4.

The sin of all men…the need for salvation. Romans 3:23.
Jesus died on the cross for our sins. Romans 6:23.
Jesus rose from the dead. 1 Corinthians 15:54-55.
Salvation is offered as a free gift. Ephesians 2:8-9.
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that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a
person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,
resulting in salvation. – Romans 10:9-10

TRUST + BELIEVE = FAITH
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A SAMPLE PRAYER OF COMMITMENT: "Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and I do not
deserve eternal life. But, I believe You died and rose from the grave to make me a new
creation and to prepare me to dwell in your presence forever. Jesus, come into my life, take
control of my life, forgive my sins and save me. I am now placing my trust in You alone for
my salvation and I accept your free gift of eternal life."
“Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:13
It’s not about praying a prayer, it is about a CHANGE OF HEART! You are placing God first
in your life, Jesus as your Savior, and the Holy Spirit as your Guide.
When we are born again, God performs a heart transplant, as it were. He gives us a new
heart. The power of the Holy Spirit changes our hearts from sin-focused to God-focused.
We do not become perfect (1 John 1:8); we still have our sinful flesh and the freedom to
choose whether or not to obey it. However, when Jesus died for us on the cross, He broke
the power of sin that controls us (Romans 6:10). Receiving Him as our Savior gives us
access to God and His power—a power to transform our hearts from sin-hardened to
Christ-softened.
When we were separated from God with hardened hearts, we found it impossible to
please Him. We tended toward selfishness, rebellion, and sin. With new hearts we are
declared righteous before God (2 Corinthians 5:21). The Holy Spirit gives us a desire to
please God that was foreign to us in our hardened state. Second Corinthians 3:18 says
that we “are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” God’s desire for every human being is that we become
like His Son, Jesus (Romans 8:29). We can become like Jesus only when we allow God to
rid us of our old, hardened hearts and give us new hearts.
(www.gotquestions.org/new-heart.html)
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BAPTISM: An Act of Obedience

The first big step of obedience every new believer in Jesus should take is being
baptized by immersion in water.
We believe that everyone who has
personally received Christ should be
1. To follow the example set by Jesus. baptized after receiving him. We speak
(Mark 1:9)
honorably of the commitment parents
2. Because Jesus commands it.
make when they have their children
(Matthew 28:19-20)
baptized, but we see it as similar to child
3. It demonstrates that I really am a
dedication.
believer. (Acts 18:8, 1 John 2:3)

Why should I be baptized?

What does baptism mean?
1. It illustrates Christ's death and
resurrection. (Colossians 2:12)
2. It illustrates my new life as a
Christian. (Romans 6:4)

We baptize as often as we can. We invite
people to decide spontaneously to be
baptized, but we also believe in the value
of inviting loved ones. We provide clothes
for people who are baptized
spontaneously.

Why baptism by immersion?
1. Jesus was baptized that way.
(Matthew 3:16)
2. Every baptism in the Bible was by
immersion. (Acts 8:38-39)
3. The Greek word baptizo means to
dip under water.
4. It best symbolizes a burial and
resurrection.

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer — it
shows that you already believe. Baptism
does not “save” you, only your faith in
Christ does that. Baptism is like a wedding
ring — it’s the outward symbol of the
commitment you made in your heart.
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LORD’S SUPPER: “Do This in Remembrance of Me”

The statement from The Baptist Faith and Message: “The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of
obedience whereby members of the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the
vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second coming.”
I. The 3 gospel accounts provide the establishment of the Lord’s Supper and I Cor. 11 provides
some guidelines to how we observe the Lord’s Supper:
a. Basic overview and background information

_________________– stresses the fact
that the practice was “ordained” by God.

_______________________ – comes
from the word sacred- something (an act
or practice) that is dedicated to God for
sacred use. Groups that follow
sacraments usually connect them with
special grace or mysterious power being
bestowed through the sacrament.
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b. Historical context of the Lord’s Supper
i. Jesus establishes this ordinance during the Passover Feast (background reading –
Exodus 12). The account of the Lord observing the Passover Feast and establishing
the Lord’s Supper is found in Matt 26, Mark 14 and Luke 22: 1. The Passover Feast
was ordained by God for the Jews to remember (and celebrate) the deliverance
from slavery in Egypt. The final plague on the Egyptians was the loss of the
firstborn. Exodus 12:12 states that God is executing His judgment. To escape
God’s judgment, the Israelites were commanded to take the blood of the lamb
and sprinkle it on the door posts. This blood would reconcile everyone in the
home.
ii. Jesus was in the midst of celebrating God’s deliverance from slavery and
establishes a celebration/remembrance of God’s deliverance from sin. What is
needed? – being covered by the blood of the unblemished Lamb.
II. What is the Lord’s Supper? – Main Text is I Cor 11:17-34
a. It is a _________________________. (v. 24)
b. It is a __________________________. (v. 25)
i. Many religious groups think that Jesus was being literal and that the wine is
actually the blood of Jesus and the bread is the flesh of Christ. This view is called
transubstantiation (the elements “transform” into the blood and flesh).
ii. There is also a belief that extra grace is received with the taking of the Lord’s
Supper. This is called Consubstantiation (con is a prefix that means “with”).
c. It is a ____________________________ (v. 26) When you partake in the Lord’s
Supper, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
III. Biblical Guidelines for the Lord’s Supper
a. Don’t OVERINDULGE: The church in Corinth used the Lord’s Supper to overeat and get
drunk. Often the Lord’s Supper included a meal. That is hard for us to imagine with our
current tiny wafers and ¼ oz grape juice, but Paul challenges the Corinthians that the LS
was to remember and not to get your fill.
b. It is an ORDINANCE meant for a body of believers.
i. v. 18 sets the context by saying, “as you come together as a church.”
ii. v. 20 continues that “when you meet together…”
iii. v. 33 adds, “when you come together to eat…”
c. It is meant for BELIEVERS.
i. The body was (and is) a group of believing Christians.
ii. In v. 33, Paul addresses the audience as “brothers” or “brethren” which
designates a believing audience.
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d. EXAMINE yourself before going to the table.
i. v. 28-29 – before observing the Lord’s Supper, take time to evaluate your own
spiritual life and get right with God. I John 1:9. Take inventory of areas of your life
that need forgiveness, confess those sins and approach the Lord’s table with the
righteousness that comes from the broken body and blood of Christ.
e. When do you OBSERVE the Lord’s Supper? How frequently?
i. Some Christian groups believe that you have to observe the Lord’s Supper every
worship service.
ii. v. 26 says that “as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup.” The
discrepancy is in the translation. Some churches translate Paul’s instructions as “as
often as you meet, do this…”. Paul was not mandating that you observe the Lord’s
Supper every time the church doors are open. He is simply giving the purpose of
going to the Lord’s table – to remember.
iii. Jesus did not specify the frequency. Many people will argue that they do not
have to attend church to be a practicing Christian. While we do have the ability to
read God’s word and grow in our walk each day, the Lord’s Supper is something
that you cannot receive at home watching services on TV.
Corporate worship provides many benefits to a Christian’s development in Christ. One of those
benefits is following the command of Christ to observe the Lord’s Supper as an act of worship by
remembrance.
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PART TWO: OUR BELIEFS
“Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save
both yourself and your hearers.” (1 Timothy 4:16)
WHAT WE BELIEVE AS BAPTISTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biblical authority (Mat 24:35; 1Pet 1:23; 2Tim 3:16-17)
Autonomy of the local church (Mat 18:15-17; 1Cor 6:1-3)
Priesthood of all believers (1Pet 2:5-9; 1Tim 5)
Two ordinances (Believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper) (Acts 2:41-47; 1Cor 11:23-32)
Evangelism and Missions (Matt. 28:19-21; Acts 1:8)
Salvation Beliefs (Ephesians 2:8-9)
Two offices of the church (elders and deacons) (1Tim 3:1-13; Tit 1-2)

I. BIBLICAL AUTHORITY
1. The BIBLE is the Word of God.
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize
what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy
3:16 NLT
“We also thank God continually because, when you received the Word of God which you
heard from us, you accepted it, not as the word of men, but actually as it is, the Word of God,
which is at work in you who believe.” 1 Thessalonians 2:13
God’s Word is the only completely reliable and truthful authority and we accept the Bible as
our manual for living. Our first question when faced with a decision is, “What does the Bible
say?” We practice daily Bible reading and Bible study. The Bible is the basis for all we
believe.
Every word in the Bible is to be trusted, for it is perfect and divinely inspired. It is also to be
obeyed along with trusted. We go back to the book of Deuteronomy 6:1-2 for instruction:
"Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which the LORD your God
has commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are going
over to possess it, so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the LORD your God,
to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, all the days of your
life, and that your days may be prolonged.”
The Scriptures find their fulfillment in Christ and reveal the salvation that comes by faith in
Him. We would have no knowledge about Christ and God’s plan to save us if we did not have
the Bible. The main purpose of the Bible is to point us to Jesus Christ and to tell us how to be
saved. Other purposes include teaching, rebuking, correcting, training in righteousness, and
equipping for good works.
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Truth without Error: Psalm 19:7 says: “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.” So as God is just and perfect, His
word is perfect. Human wisdom will fail, and the traditions of man will not last, but the Word
of God never fails. Everything we do as Baptists comes from God’s Word, it is our guide and
our plumb line of truth.
2. JESUS is the Son of God.
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” John 14:6
“For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that you builders
rejected has now become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else! There is no
other name in all of heaven for people to call on to save them.” Acts 4:11-12 NLT
Jesus Christ, second Person of the Trinity, lived a sinless life on earth and voluntarily paid
for our sin by dying on the cross as our substitute. This accomplished salvation for all who
receive grace by trusting in Him alone. He rose from the dead and is the only mediator
between God and us. He baptizes believers in the Holy Spirit and will return to earth to
consummate history.
3. You must be BORN AGAIN (John 3) .
“When anyone becomes a Christian he becomes a new person inside. The old passes away,
a new life has begun.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 LB
Jesus: “If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for
me, you will find true life.” Matthew 16:25 NLT
God created humans to have fellowship with Him, but they defied God by sinfully going
their own way. As a result, we need God’s saving grace to end our alienation from Him.
Salvation comes only through God’s grace - not human effort - and must be received personally by repentance and faith. At the end, everyone will experience bodily resurrection
and the judgment. Only believers will enjoy eternal fellowship with God.
4. Believers are SPIRIT - FILLED and SPIRIT - LED .
“...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you...” Acts 1:8
“...be filled with the Holy Spirit” Ephesians 5:18
“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” Luke 11:13
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We believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by God’s power within us. Every
believer can be filled with the Holy Spirit by simply asking. We seek to practice a daily
dependence on God’s Spirit to enable us to do what is right.
II. SALVATION BELIEFS
1. Man’s Nature is Sinful: The sin nature is that aspect in man that makes him
rebellious against God. When we speak of the sin nature, we refer to the fact that we
have a natural inclination to sin; given the choice to do God’s will or our own, we will
naturally choose to do our own thing.
Proof of the sin nature abounds. No one has to teach a child to lie or be selfish; rather,
we go to great lengths to teach children to tell the truth and put others first. Sinful
behavior comes naturally. The news is filled with tragic examples of mankind acting
badly. Wherever people are, there is trouble. Charles Spurgeon said, “As the salt
flavors every drop in the Atlantic, so does sin affect every atom of our nature. It is so
sadly there, so abundantly there, that if you cannot detect it, you are deceived.”
The Bible explains the reason for the trouble. Humanity is sinful, not just in theory or in
practice but by nature. Sin is part of the very fiber of our being. The Bible speaks of
“sinful flesh” in Romans 8:3. It’s our “earthly nature” that produces the list of sins
in Colossians 3:5. And Romans 6:6 speaks of “the body ruled by sin.” The flesh-andblood existence we lead on this earth is shaped by our sinful, corrupt nature.
The sin nature is universal in humanity. All of us have a sinful nature, and it affects
every part of us. This is the doctrine of total depravity, and it is biblical. All of us have
gone astray (Isaiah 53:6). Paul admits that “the trouble is with me, for I am all too
human, a slave to sin” (Romans 7:14). Paul was in his “sinful nature a slave to the law of
sin” (Romans 7:25). Solomon concurs: “Indeed, there is no one on earth who is
righteous, / no one who does what is right and never sins” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). The
apostle John perhaps puts it most bluntly: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).
2. Salvation is BY GRACE ALONE – Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast.”
Salvation by grace through faith is at the heart of the Christian religion. The statement
has three parts— salvation, grace, and faith—and they are equally important. The three
together constitute a basic tenet of Christianity.
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The word salvation is defined as “the act of being delivered, redeemed, or rescued.” The
Bible tells us that, since the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, each person is
born in sin inherited from Adam: “Sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).
Sin is what causes all of us to die. Sin separates us from God, and sin destines each
person to eternal separation from Him in hell. What each of us needs is to be delivered
from that fate. In other words, we need salvation from sin and its penalty.
How are we saved from sin? Most religions throughout history have taught that
salvation is achieved by good works. Others teach that acts of contrition (saying we are
sorry) along with living a moral life is the way to atone for our sin. Sorrow over sin is
certainly valuable and necessary, but that alone will not save us from sin. We may
repent of our sins, also valuable and necessary, and determine to never sin again, but
salvation is not the result of good intentions. The road to hell, as the saying goes, is
paved with good intentions. We may fill our lives with good works, but even one sin
makes us a sinner in practice, and we are already sinners by nature. No matter how
well-intentioned or “good” we may be, the fact is that we simply do not have the power
or the goodness to overcome the sin nature we have inherited from Adam. We need
something more powerful, and this is where grace comes in.
The grace of God is His undeserved favor bestowed on those He has called to salvation
through His love (Ephesians 2:4–5). It is His grace that saves us from sin. We are
“justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus”
(Romans 3:24). Being justified, we are vindicated and determined to be sinless in the
eyes of God. Our sin no longer separates us from Him and no longer sentences us to
hell. Grace is not earned by any effort on our part; otherwise, it could not be called
grace. Grace is free. If our good works earned salvation, then God would be obligated
to pay us our due. But no one can earn heaven, and God’s blessings are not His
obligation; they flow from His goodness and love. No matter how diligently we pursue
works to earn God’s favor, we will fail. Our sin trips us up every time. “By the deeds of
the law no flesh will be justified in His sight” (Romans 3:20, NKJV).
The means God has chosen to bestow His grace upon us is through faith. “Now faith is
being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1).
Salvation is obtained by faith in God’s Son, Jesus Christ, in what He has done—
specifically, His death on the cross and His resurrection. But even faith is not something
we generate on our own. Faith, as well as grace, is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8). He
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bestows saving faith and saving grace upon us in order to redeem us from sin and
deliver us from its consequences. So, God saves us by His grace through the faith He
gives us. Both grace and faith are gifts. “Salvation belongs to the LORD” (Psalm 3:8, ESV).
By grace, we receive the faith that enables us to believe that He has sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, to die on the cross and provide the salvation we cannot achieve on our own.
Jesus, as God in flesh, is the “author and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). Just like
the author of a book creates it from scratch, Jesus Christ wrote the story of
our redemption from beginning to end. The Lord died for our sins and rose for our
justification, and He forgives, freely and fully, those who accept His gift of grace in
Christ—and that acceptance comes through faith. This is the meaning of salvation by
grace through faith.
3. ONCE saved ALWAYS saved: Most Baptists have held to what is called the doctrine
of “eternal security” or “once saved always saved.” Historically, it has been referred to
as the “perseverance of the saints.”
Assurance of salvation begins with God’s promise in the Scriptures (John 5:24; 10:28; 1
John 5:13). Perseverance of the saints speaks to a continuing faith throughout the
Christian life. How then can someone know that he or she is and will remain a Christian?
First, there is the promise of God. Second, there is the demonstration of the Christian
Faith throughout his or her life until the end.
“All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and
sanctified by his Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to
the end . . . yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.”
(BF&M Article V) Therefore, those who have fallen away from the faith were never
Christians in the first place.
Assurance of salvation begins with God. The Bible states that we are “kept” or
“guarded” (1 Peter 1:5) by God, but He does this by His power through our faith.
When we receive salvation, Paul states that we are “in Christ” (Rom 8:1). Once we
are “in Christ” we begin a life of “abiding in Christ” (John 15:4).
Assurance of salvation is experienced by living out a life of faith, the Christian life (Gal
2:20; Eph. 3:17). Heb. 3:14 states, “For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold
fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end.”
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III. AUTONOMY OF THE CHURCH
1. Autonomy: The 2000 Baptist Faith & Message writes that the local church is “an
autonomous local congregation of baptized believers.” This word autonomy means that
every local congregation is invested with full authority to fulfill its ministry. There is no
Baptist pope or bishops, or any organization that dictates what we should do or what to
believe.
We, the church called Allen Heights Baptist, determine what to study in God’s Word in
Sunday School, determine what we do in worship, determine to give towards missions and
what missions to be involved in, determine what ministries to develop, determine who are
to be members, determine what doctrine to believe from Scripture, and even determine
what sin is and determine to rid it from the congregation. Of course, this is all dependent
on the next point.

2. Jesus’ Lordship: Not only do we believe in the autonomous right to be a New Testament
Church right here in Allen, TX and we honor that right for every New Testament church, we
also believe that we stand together with those churches to declare the Lordship of Jesus
Christ. Colossians 1:18 says, “He is also the head of the body, the church; He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have first place in
everything.” Jesus Christ is the head of the Church, plain and simple.
Unity comes when we are all loving Him with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and
loving each other, not when we agree completely with each other. That means that it is all
about Him, not us…and the Bible is filled with this message constantly and continually.

3. Covenant: A covenant is a contract or agreement expressing God’s gracious promises to
His people and their consequent relationship to Him. We find the word covenant all
throughout the Scriptures, the covenant with Noah, the covenant with Abraham, the
covenant with Jacob, the covenant with the Israelites otherwise known as the Mosaic
covenant, and the New Covenant that Christ shares that His blood is the blood of the New
covenant which was shed for our sins.

So, we are also making covenant with Christ’s church when we are a part of the flock in a
local setting, being part of the body of Christ. This means we are accountable to God and
to each other.
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4. Baptized Believers: The local body of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers. We
believe according to Scriptures that baptism is the believer’s public confession of faith in
Christ, a sign and symbol of the new birth.
Our Lord commands us in the Great Commission, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them”. Once again, we go to Acts 2:38, “Repent and each of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” in that order. In Acts 8:36 when the
Ethiopian eunuch receives Christ after hearing the gospel message from Phillip, he declares,
“Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?” Phillip replies, “If you believe with
all your heart, you may.” And it is written, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God!”
Our common baptism binds us together as believers and establishes the boundary of
membership in the congregation…the called out ones….the church.
IV. PRIESTHOOD OF THE BELIEVERS
1 Peter 2:9 reads, “But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A
PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”
Revelation 1:6 reads, “and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to
Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
In the 1994 Report of the Presidential Theological Study Committee, there was a section
entitled, “The Priesthood of All Believers” in which it reads, “Every Christian has direct access
to God through Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, the sole mediator between God and human
beings. However, the priesthood of all believers is exercised within a committed community of
fellow believers - priests who share a like precious faith. The priesthood of all believers should
not be reduced to modern individualism, not used as a cover for theological relativism. It is a
spiritual standing which leads to ministry, service, and a coherent witness in the world for which
Christ died.”
Baptists believe that people have the opportunity to exercise their human right to believe Jesus
as Lord and Savior. They become priests. If we are ever challenged as to our priestly authority
to baptize and administer the Lord’s Supper, Baptists declare, as did the Anabaptists before us,
“We have the authority from the Bible, which teaches that all believers in Christ are priests.”
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Hebrews 10:19-25: Look at the word “since” in the passage
“since we have confidence” and “since we have a great priest” notice the answer given.
SINCE WE HAVE CONFIDENCE TO ENTER THE MOST HOLY PLACE…WHERE GOD DWELLS
SINCE WE HAVE A GREAT PRIEST…..JESUS
“DRAW NEAR TO GOD” with a SINCERE HEART
“DRAW NEAR TO GOD” in FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH
“DRAW NEAR TO GOD” having our HEARTS SPRINKLED TO CLEANSE US FROM A GUILTY
CONSCIENCE
“DRAW NEAR TO GOD” having our BODIES WASHED WITH PURE WATER
(ALL THESE DRAW NEARS CANNOT HAPPEN WITHOUT CHRIST, THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST)
This is why it is called the “new and living way”. No more rituals to draw near…this new way
means that it was previously unavailable.
The word confidence here means “free and open expression or conduct.” How does one
approach God, but in prayer!! You are the worshipper that is in God’s presence constantly and
you are drawing near to Him in worship, in prayer by the work of Jesus Christ in your life as your
Savior. Jesus is the one who allows us entrance to be in God’s Divine Presence.
IV. TWO ORDINANCES: BAPTISM AND LORD’S SUPPER
V. EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS
We need a kingdom mentality. Jesus taught in parables on this many times….”The kingdom of
heaven is like”….even John the Baptist preached “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
The realm is heaven and earth, and as the Son of God, He is the King. He told us that because
He lives in us, His children, the kingdom is within each of us. The kingdom is bigger than the
church, but God invented the church to enlarge His kingdom – in fact, to help create His
kingdom.
The church is a sending center, an outpost, to take the kingdom to every part of life. When a
disciple walks through the door to his or her office, the kingdom has arrived. The call for each
disciple is to infiltrate and take Christ’s rule to the government, tourism, schools, sports,
business, recreation, the media, journalism, and the entertainment industry.
The challenge remains to get the people outside the church so they can be the church. A new
plan must be developed for church growth and that is “making disciples”…which includes
going, telling, and serving. We have tried inviting, fluffing up the gospel, and made people to
feel comfortable for too long.
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1. GO….with Christ’s Feet
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20)
The kingdom mentality must be front and center in the thoughts and work of the disciple
making church. The ordinary disciples must have the clear vision that the real action is where
they spend 97 percent of their time – outside the safe confines of the local church. Going is
not inviting. The “going” has to happen in the community, the county, the state and beyond,
in your office, your homes, the ballfields, the schools, the courthouses, Wal Mart, Kroger’s,
Tractor Supply, Braum’s, and other places.

2. TELL…with Christ’s Story
“but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth." (Acts 1:8)
The key word here is “witness”. The word in Greek is martus…which not only means witness,
it means martyr as well. The implication of this word is to have a witness testify as to what has
been seen or experienced in their life and one would give their life to share this news, which is
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

3. SERVE/MINISTER…with Christ’s Hands
"Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 'For I was hungry, and you gave
Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and
you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison,
and you came to Me.'” (Matthew 25:34-36)
For this we must look at the priesthood of the believer again. Today, we believe that the
pastors are the professional priests in the church. If we truly look at the priesthood of the
believer, it is where we all are priests of the kingdom, that when Christ died, the veil of the holy
of holies was torn giving all who would believe access to the Most High God directly by the gift
of the Holy Spirit.
This means that the proper use of the body is “equipping” those who are here for the
ministry in the body of Christ and the outreach to the community. First, I insist that you all be
trained. According to Ephesians 4:11-12, we read about the equipping of the saints. In
Ephesians 2:10-11 we read about the good works God has planned for each one of you and it
helps you to see that. Then in the context of this Scripture in Matthew we see who our
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neighbor truly is. Every member doing his part, pulling together for the purpose of God.
These passages also teach that God’s people will be fulfilled, productive, and the body will grow
and build itself.
VII. TWO OFFICES OF THE CHURCH: ELDER AND DEACON
1. Equipping and Building: (Ephesians 4) The word katartizo, translated “prepare,” has many
dimensions. It can mean “to set a broken bone,” “to mend a fishing net,” “to furnish a house,”
“to restore something to original condition,” or “to condition an athlete.” It is used of the
Scripture in 2 Timothy 3:17, “so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work.”
2. Elders/Bishops/Pastors Task
a. The word pastor means “shepherd: to herd, tend, to pasture, to
tend sheep.”
b. Old Testament usage defines shepherding as “leading a people.”
c. To provide OVERSIGHT:
1. To rule: Elders are given authority in order to manage church affairs.
(1 Thess. 5:12)
2. To labor: The responsibility requires work. Elders are expected to give their
best. (1 Thess. 5:12)
3. To lead: Elders are to provide leadership, vision, and direction for the church.
Elders should be proactive, rather than reactive. (Hebrews 13:7,17,24)
d. PASTORING: to care, protect, and teach
1. To care: Pastoral care is entrusted to the elders. They are responsible to be
good examples of caring people. Elders must see to the care of the people,
especially during difficult times. (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-3)
2. To protect: Elders are to protect from wolves in sheep clothing in doctrine,
lifestyle, and harmful attitudes. (Acts 20:28; 2 Tim. 2:24; 1 Thess. 5:14)
3. To teach: Paul wrote that Timothy, an elder/pastor, should find others
through whom to multiply himself (“able to teach”). Not every elder needs to be
gifted as a teacher in the formal sense, but each should be able to communicate
the important truths of Christ to others. (2 Tim. 2:22)
The broken need to be put back together, the unruly corrected, the weak strengthened, and
the young nourished. The church’s pastoral team makes sure this ministry takes place. The
pastoral team working in concert makes a great pastor.
3. The Ministers/Servants of the Church: Deacons
When deacons appear in the biblical narrative, it is because the Spirit prompts the apostles to
ask the congregation to choose men who meet certain qualifications. They don’t simply place a
title on those who are currently serving. Instead, the Spirit mandates men who are “of good
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom”. (Acts 6:3)
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The qualifications for deacon are about spiritual and leadership characteristics in Paul’s letter to
Timothy about the matter (1 Tim 3:1-13). Like pastors, they must “manage” their households
well, with the assumption being that, like pastors, they’ll be called upon to “care for God’s
church” (1 Tim 3:5) as a leader.
Leadership, scripturally defined, is servanthood. Deacons maintain the unity of the Body by
giving leadership to the serving of temporal needs. They’re not a corporate board, nor are they
a spiritual council of directors. They serve the Body by removing potential obstacles to unity by
meeting human needs. Deacons serve, but as they do so they equip the rest of the Body to
serve.
Deacons organize servant ministry, whether by serving at the Lord’s Table, or setting up a shutin ministry or by supervising a children’s neighborhood immunization clinic, in order to equip
the saints to serve, and to ensure that the service being done results in the unity of the faith
and the advance of the gospel. That kind of servant leadership is more significant than any
corporate board, congregational or otherwise.
Dr. Russell Moore - https://www.russellmoore.com/2009/09/30/is-a-deacon-just-a-servant/
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PART THREE: OUR STRUCTURE
ALLEN HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH GOVERNMENT
Believers who invest their hearts, time, families and finances in the building of a local church
deserve to have confidence in church leadership. People are looking for leaders who conduct
themselves with integrity and respect when making decisions that affect their lives.
1. Led By JESUS.
Jesus is the Head of the Church.
“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in
love.” (Ephesians 4:15-16)
2. Guided by HOLY SPIRIT.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit.
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another
in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one
Spirit--just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call-- one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:1-6)
“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 8:9-11)
3. Strengthened by GODLY LEADERS.
The Pastor and Deacons are the servant leaders of the church. This is led primarily by the
Pastor. The Pastor is the chief administrator of the church. The Pastor and Deacons are the
chief leaders in serving the needs of the church and the community. The Pastor is also
responsible for the development of the spiritual life of the church. Our Pastor is Brian Everett.
Allen Heights Baptist Church also has leaders in certain areas of the church to oversee
ministries. Colin Colburn is the Minister of Music and Education and oversees and leads both of
those ministries of the church. ______________________ is our Youth Minister and leads the
7th to 12th grade students and their families. Liz Butler is our Children’s Director and leads the
children’s ministry of the church.
Deacons work with the congregation and the pastor for the development of the spiritual life of
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the church. These men (pastors and deacons) and their spouses support the church staff as the
primary protectors and encouragers of a positive spiritual climate within the church body. They
serve in neither a governing nor a corporate capacity, but a spiritual capacity to create and
maintain stability in potentially negative situations.
Lynette Culbertson is our Preschool Director and directs our Little Heights Mother’s Day Out
program during the week. (Tuesdays and Thursdays) Our office staff includes Brenda Kiser, our
Office Manager, and Donna Williams, the Worship and Discipleship Secretary. Mike Culbertson
is our Custodian and works to help maintain all the facilities each week.
4. Governed by DEMOCRACY.
This church is a democracy where every member has a vote and a say in how things are run, but
to do so with looking upward towards Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit, and humble about
leading and serving.
A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing
the two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges
invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each
congregation operates under the Lordship of Christ through democratic processes. In such a
congregation each member is responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord. The New
Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ which includes all of the redeemed of
all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.
5. Church Finances: Stewardship
Principles:
a. God created all THINGS.
b. We eat of its (God’s Creation) fruit, we receive its gifts, and use its resources – but
we have not created any of this.
c. Therefore, God OWNS all THINGS.
d. We BELONG TO CHRIST….“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought
with a price. So glorify God in your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) All that is ours is at
Christ’s disposal = for the cause of the gospel.
e. Christians must not love the world or the things of the world. Our most valuable
possession is the gospel.
f. Stewardship is managing and giving our material possessions but also our energy, our
time, and totality of who we are as human beings. We are to bring glory to God.
g. Christians are to be characterized by our GENEROSITY. We are to give “cheerfully,
regularly, systematically, proportionately, and liberally” to the cause of Christ. This is a
high calling, and those who have not been transformed by the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ would see this requirement as a heavy burden. Christians see this as a BLESSING
and a PRIVILEGE.
h. We honor and worship Christ by giving in His Spirit.
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(Stewardship points taken from the “The Baptist Faith and Message” written by Kelley, Land,
and Mohler)
At Allen Heights Baptist Church we practice tithing and giving for the support of Christ’s Body,
the church, as God commands. We recognize that the minimum giving standard we learn from
the Bible is 10% of our income.
Many people love to give to God but need to have confidence in the methods and purposes
used by organizations to which they give. Therefore, there are a great number of people willing
to give if they can see honesty, integrity, and genuine spiritual values reflected in the lifestyles
of their church leaders.
The giving of tithes and offerings is worship to Jesus Christ and is an expression of the relationship between the individual giver and the Lord. That is why we don’t have people fill out
pledge cards or make faith promises. Funds are not “income only,” they are worship, and must
not be considered as a business transaction, but as an expression of gratitude toward God.
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PART FOUR: OUR STRATEGY
What We Believe: Our beliefs are in line with the Baptist Faith and Message.
http://www.sbc.net/bfm2000/bfmcomparison.asp (1963 Baptist Faith & Message)

MISSION STATEMENT: Our purpose is to bring glory to God. (Isaiah 43:7)
The mission of Allen Heights can be summed up with our simple motto:

Love God, Love One Another, Love Our Neighbor.
"Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your
neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
Matthew 22:37-40 (THE GREAT COMMANDMENT)

OUR Vision:
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CHURCH GROWTH: GROWTH OF THE DISCIPLE

BE…………KNOW…………DO
You have to BE the disciple first….understanding who you are in Christ, a learner, a
servant, a son or daughter in the kingdom of God, a Christian who is set apart from
the world, demonstrating behavior that would reflect Christ’s righteousness.

You have to KNOW what to do next. Chart your progress in reading the Bible and
KNOWING that all wisdom and instruction would come from the Scriptures and
spending time in prayer with the Lord asking for direction and KNOWING that our
purpose in life comes from God and KNOWING that the Holy Spirit guides us here and there in
life as well as KNOWING that He will help guide our thoughts and actions if we let Him have
control.

THIRD, We can’t just learn and learn and learn. We must apply what God’s Word
says to us in real life in our lives and in our surroundings. How we look at things is
KNOWLEDGE but it is how we DO things and put our knowledge into ACTION that
shows the world we are different, we are the light of the world and the salt of the
earth that makes a difference because we are ACTING and DOING in our families, churches, and
communities.

WHAT DO I NEED TO INVEST MY TIME IN WHEN IT COMES TO DISCIPLESHIP…HOW DO I MAKE
THE PATH WORK IN MY LIFE?
23

THE DISCIPLESHIP WHEEL

THE 5 STAGES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SPIRITUALLY DEAD: People in this stage have not yet accepted Christ as Lord and Savior.
They may completely reject God, they may be seeking God, they may be “spiritual”, they may
even claim to know God or be a Christian, when, they are their own god.

INFANT: People in this stage have accepted Christ but haven’t moved much past that point.
They can be new believers, or they might be stagnant, long-time Christians. Life is generally all
about them and their needs.
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CHILD: People in this stage are growing in their relationship with God and are also beginning
to grow in their relationship with other Christians. They are applying God’s Word in their life
and allowing others to walk beside them in their journey following Christ. However, it’s still
mostly about them – their needs, comfort, etc.

YOUNG ADULT: People in this stage are making a big shift from being self-centered to more
others-centered. They’re beginning to understand their role as a giver, rather than a taker –
ministering to others, putting others first – being doers of the Word.

PARENT: People in this stage have a solid understanding of God’s Word and a deep, abiding
relationship with the Father. They are living out God’s Word in their daily life. They are otherscentered and God-dependent. They can reproduce mature disciples of Jesus by inviting others
to follow them as they follow Christ.

Can you see where you are and where you need to go?
What training or equipping can help you get where you need
to be?
“…We hope that your faith will grow and that our work among you will be greatly
enlarged.” 2 Corinthians 10:15 NLT

OUR HOPE FOR YOU
I. THE NEXT STEPS
1. Become a Member of Allen Heights Baptist Church.
2. Join a LIFE GROUP. (Bible Study Class)
3. Begin to Grow.
4. Serve in ONE Ministry area.
5. GO on MISSION.
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1. BECOME A MEMBER OF ALLEN HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH
a. By Transferring a Letter from another Baptist Church
b. By Statement – Salvation and Baptism by Immersion
We ask that anyone led by the Holy Spirit to join with AHBC would come
forward during the invitation time at the end of the Sunday morning worship
service and share with the pastor/minister/deacon you’re desire to join the
church.

The difference between “attenders” and “members”
can be summed up in one word: COMMITMENT.
An Attender is a CONSUMER. A Member is a CONTRIBUTOR .
2. JOIN A LIFE GROUP (Bible Study Class)
WHAT IS A LIFE GROUP?
A life group is 5 to 12 people who gather weekly to encourage,
challenge, and care for one another for the purpose of
becoming fully devoted followers of Christ. Simply put, “we
need one another.” God made us that way. He designed us to be His personal
agents to encourage, challenge, and care for one another. “A new command I
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another”
(John 13:34-35).
a. We have a LIFE GROUP for ALL AGES on Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM
NURSERY, PRESCHOOL, CHILDREN AND YOUTH MEET IN CLC
ADULT Groups meet in the main building
College & Career, Young Adults, Empty Nesters
Senior Adults
b. Wednesday Nights at 6:30 PM (Sept. to May)

26

3. SERVING: WHERE DO I START?
We ask that every church member
SERVE in ONE MINISTRY AREA.
1. FIRST…..go to the church website, look for “SERVE”

2. Take the Spiritual Gifts Survey (only takes a few minutes)
*click on the link to take the survey
3. Then, fill out the online form that expresses what you are interested in.
4. Our SERVE Coordinator will contact you about serving. She is a valuable
resource in helping you through this process. She can help you navigate
through your results of the Spiritual Gifts Survey, discover ministries at AHBC
and connect you to the ministry leader or committee chairman to work with.
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4. GO “ON MISSION”

THE GREAT COMMISSION: MATTHEW 28:18-20

WE FOCUS ON THE AREAS IN ACTS 1:8
JERUSALEM, JUDEA, SAMARIA and the ENDS OF THE EARTH

NO PLACE LEFT ALLEN
3 Circles Training: We train people to share the gospel several times a year and
go into the community weekly to share with our neighbors

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Local Missions: We have several projects that you can be involved in
throughout the year. Plug in somewhere.
We have a Missions & Evangelism Team to help guide and direct these efforts of
Allen Heights Baptist Church.
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MEMBERSHIP COVENANT AT ALLEN HEIGHTS BAPTIST:
We are together only to be the church of God in Christ. We are not here by chance, but God through His
grace is making of us a fellowship to embody and to express the Spirit of Christ.
In this fellowship, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all

one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Therefore, we reject any status in this fellowship in terms of
church office, wealth, race, age, gender, or education.

As a member of this fellowship we intend to live under the following commitments:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We will gather regularly with the church to worship God so that we will more fully
experience the presence of God.
We will study the Bible, meditate, pray and continually examine its implications for our
lives.
We will be responsible to God through the creative use of all our income and possessions.
We will give systematically and even sacrificially to the financial support of our church’s
ministry.
We will try to discover and affirm the gifts God has given us and use them in His service. We
will try to evoke, affirm, and celebrate the gifts He has given to others.
We will share the Good News and intentionally give ourselves as Christ’s servants through
participation in His mission in the world.
We will maintain family and private devotions, educate our children in the Christian faith,
and seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances.
We will offer to know and love our sisters and brothers in this fellowship, and we are willing
to be known and loved by them.

With God’s help and the help of our sisters and brothers in this fellowship, we make this
covenant.
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