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A MIDNIGHT DANCE… THROUGH THE POISON GARDEN  

was commissioned by the Seminole County Public High School Band Programs. 

|  PROGRAM NOTES |  

Adjacent Alnwick Castle, in Northumberland, England, is a vast complex of formal gardens. Amongst these many gardens sits a smaller one, 

that is only accessible through a black gate. And fixed to the front of this gate is a sign with a prominent skull & crossbones, and the words, 

“THESE PLANTS CAN KILL”. For all the plants within these gates are toxic. Visitors are forbidden from touching, tasting, or smelling any of 

these plants, or risk the natural consequences. 

A Midnight Dance… through the poison garden imagines one entering through these gates and dancing their way through this precarious 

organic environment. The intoxicating element of danger guiding their steps and movement under the light of a full moon. 

|  INSTRUMENTATION |  

Piccolo  
2 Flute 
2 Oboe 

2 Bassoon 
3 Bb Clarinet  

Bb Bass Clarinet 

2 Alto Sax 
Tenor Sax 

Baritone Sax 

4 F Horn   
3 Bb Trumpet  
3 Trombone  
Euphonium  

Tuba  

St Bass 

Piano  

Timpani 

Perc 1: Vibraphone 
Perc 2: Glockenspiel, triangle 

Perc 3: Xylophone 
Perc 4: Crash Cymbal, Suspended Cymbal, Splash Cymbal, Marimba 

Perc 5: Concert Bass Drum, Mounted Castenets, Finger Cymbals  

*Instrument is shared 

Performance materials for this, and other works are available at forninemusic.com 
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