Teaching God’s Word

Pastor Matthew Coombe

Abiding in Cain or Christ

1 John 3:10-24 

Series: The God Who Abides: Truth, Goodness, and Beauty Made Manifest
Sermon: Of Christ or Cain? Abiding in Goodness
Scripture: 1 John 3:10–24
Dichotomies in the Text
The Bible often uses sharp contrasts to help us see truth clearly. In this passage, John draws these lines:
· __________________ vs. Children of the Devil (v. 10) – Christ, the Son of God and Second Adam, contrasted with Cain, “of the wicked one.”
· Love vs. __________________ (vv. 11–12) – Christ’s love fulfills the ancient command to love; Cain’s hatred leads to murder.

· City of God vs. City of __________________ (v. 13) – The righteous are hated for their goodness; Cain’s path mirrors the world’s envy and hostility.

· Life vs. __________________ (vv. 14–15) – Loving others is evidence we have passed from death to life; clinging to the world is death.

· __________________ vs. Murder (vv. 12, 16) – Christ lays down His life; Cain takes life.

· Generosity vs. __________________ (v. 17) – Love meets needs; selfishness turns away.

· Deed and Truth vs. __________________ (vv. 18–19) – True love is active, not empty talk.

· Confidence vs. __________________ (vv. 20–21) – A clear heart gives boldness before God; guilt leaves us condemned.

How to Abide in Christ
· Examine yourself __________________ – Pray, “Lord, am I abiding in You?”
· Invite __________________ – Ask those who love you.
· Be __________________ – Set apart time for God.

· Practice the spiritual __________________ – Prayer, Scripture, worship, service.
