Teaching God’s Word

Pastor Matt Coombe

An Ordered House

I Timothy 2:8-15
Big Idea: God is a God of order. When His order is honored, life flourishes. When His order is rejected, the result is chaos and sin.
What 1 Timothy 2:8–15 Does not Mean:

This does not mean women are of lesser value or worth.
This does not mean women are less intelligent or less capable of learning truth.
This does not mean women have no gifts, including gifts that involve teaching in appropriate settings.
This does not mean women may never speak.
This does not mean all men are fit to lead.
This does not mean men are spiritually superior.
Two Major Interpretive Approaches:
1. Complementarianism:
Men and women are equal in worth but are given distinct, complementary roles, especially in the home and the gathered church, with certain governing and teaching functions assigned to qualified men.
2. Egalitarianism:
Men and women are equal in worth and may ordinarily serve in the same ministry and leadership roles, since role distinctions are seen as either culturally conditioned or overcome in Christ.
Common Egalitarian Explanations of the Passage:
· Paul was addressing a local problem, not giving a universal command.

· Jesus’ treatment of women signals a broader trajectory of role equality.
· The changing status of women in the Roman world affected the Ephesian context.

· The influence of Artemis worship may have shaped local disorder.

· Some women in Ephesus were deceived and spreading error.

A Good House is a House of ORDER(S)
O — Order of ___________________ (2:8)
Paul begins with the men, calling them to pray with holy hands, without wrath and disputing. Worship is not to be led by anger, rivalry, or a contentious spirit.
References: 1 Timothy 2:8; Psalm 24:3–4; James 1:19–20
R — Reverent ___________________ (2:9–10)
Paul calls women to modesty, propriety, and self-control, so that outward appearance does not distract from godliness. True adornment is seen in good works and a life that visibly honors God.
References: Proverbs 31:30; 1 Peter 3:3–4
D — Disposition to ___________________ (2:11)
Paul commands that a woman learn, which affirms her place as a disciple, but that learning is to be done in quietness and submission, that is, with a teachable and ordered posture under rightful authority.
References: Luke 10:39; Ephesians 5:21-33
E — Exercise of ___________________ (2:12)
Paul states that he does not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man in the gathered church, but to remain in quietness. The issue is not intelligence, worth, or giftedness, but ordered authority in the worshiping assembly.
References: 1 Corinthians 14:33–35; Colossians 3:18; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:17
R — Rooted in ___________________ (2:13–14)
Paul grounds his instruction not in local custom but in Genesis: Adam was formed first, then Eve, and Eve was deceived in the transgression. His argument appeals to creation order and the disorder seen in the Fall, while the wider witness of Scripture still places Adam under covenant accountability.
References: Genesis 2:7, 18, 22; Genesis 3:1–6; Romans 5:12
S — ___________________ in Christ, ___________________ in faithfulness (2:15)
Salvation is found in Christ alone, the promised Seed of the woman who crushes the serpent’s head. And satisfaction is found not in rejecting God’s order, but in persevering in faith, love, holiness, and self-control.
References: Genesis 3:15; Philippians 2:12–13; Titus 2:3–5; 1 Peter 1:5
Action Point: Examine whether your worship is shaped more by God’s order or by the spirit of the age, and then deliberately submit your heart, habits, and relationships to the pattern of godliness Scripture requires.

