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Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  8/30/20 
 
Optional Opener Question 
You’ve just found Aladdin’s lamp!  Three wishes, but none of them can be about world peace, etc.  And you cannot ask 
for more wishes. Each wish must surround just you; what do you choose?   

 
Introductory Thought 
Paradoxes are seemingly self-contradictory statements that might seem to go against the grain of our culture.  This week 
we looked at the Paradox of Choice.  The world says we each have the right to make choices as we want; God says that 
Choice is a gift that comes with responsibility and consequences.   
 

Discussion Questions 

• What is a hard choice that you’ve had to make in the past?  What made it so hard?  Was it really hard or did you 
just over-think it?  Did you make the right choice or would you like a do-over? 

• In what way might each of these affect our choices? 
o Emotions past mistakes (something else) 
o pride current moods 
o stubbornness baggage from the past  

• What would it look like to be free from those things when I make choices?  Finish this sentence: “then I would 
never be chained to….”  Read John 8:36 and John 8:32.   

• How do all choices reveal our inner priorities?  Got any examples?   

• Read Joshua 24:14-15. The slavery of Egypt is behind the Israelites.  The endless wandering in the desert is over.  
The enemies of the land have been conquered and real peace and settling down is truly possible.  What was 
Joshua asking the people to do?  Why do you think he asked them to choose?  

• Brent said: “Freedom without boundaries means loss of freedom and pain.”  What do you think he meant by 
this?  Hint:  if you’re walking down a very steep path without handrails, where do you walk?  Now walking with handrails?  
Apply those insights to the quote.  In what ways does our freedom have boundaries?  What’s the difference 
between healthy boundaries and unhealthy boundaries?  Are God’s boundaries always healthy?  Can they be 
interpreted by me as unhealthy, or unnecessarily restricting?   

• Why does God give us freedom to choose?  If you were God, would you have given you the gift of Choice?  
Seems like a whole lot of troubles came from that freedom!  So why does God give us freedom to choose?   

• Why are the choices of others allowed to affect me, sometimes in a negative way? Look at Romans 8:28. How 
does God transform bad into good? 

• How do these verses add to the discussion:  1 Cor 8:9, Gal 5:13-15, 1 Peter 2:16?  How can I use my freedom 
well?   What could that look like?   

• Read Psalm 31:13-15.  Last week, we said that BUT is a pivot word in this section.  This week, in what way does it 
illustrate choice?  And then result/consequence? 

• How does Psalm 19:14 become a boundary on my freedom to choose to say whatever I think?  Does it affect 
what I say or not say or perhaps the way I say it?  For example, …   

• “You are not responsible for your circumstances, but you are responsible for how you respond to your 
circumstances.”  How can I know what is the right choice? Psalm 119:105 

 
Practical Application & Next Steps 

• For the next seven days, pay attention to the choices you make;  the casual, everyday ones; the speak up choices 
& the keep silent ones; the ones that start with your priorities & the ones that start with your moods;  the ones 
that start with God & the ones that start with self.  What will you do with those insights?  It’s your choice! 

• What’s one choice that God helped you make that was way wiser than just your own thinking?  Thank Him!! 


