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Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  7/5/20 
 
Optional Opener Question 
When you were growing up, how did your family celebrate July 4th?  Were you ever in a parade?  Share a happy 
memory:  hopefully, there are no unfortunate memories about fireworks! 

 
Introductory Thought 
On this July 4th week, our thoughts turn to freedom.  Brent shared 4 kinds of freedom:  freedom to make decisions, 
physical freedom, political freedom and spiritual freedom because of the Jesus’ death on the Cross for us. 
 

Discussion Questions 

• Quote: “True freedom is the ability to do what you want but with very real consequences, good or bad.  Because 
freedom without consequences is not actually freedom: it’s called tyranny, chaos, destruction.” How do you 
react to that statement?  Agree, Disagree, or somewhere in between?  Explain your answer.   

• Brent talked about “the trap of comparison” that has the potential to steal our freedom.  How might that be 
true? Freedom to do or be what? How might comparison lead to discontentment?   

• Read 2 Peter 2:19-22.  What do you think author Peter meant to communicate with “for a man is a slave to 
whatever has mastered him.”  How would you define Mastered?  Other synonyms?  

• Read Hebrews 12:1-2. What “things” in our lives might entangle us and limit our freedom to choose?  Ps 106:36 
Define “entangle” if that helps; paint a visual picture of the word.   What’s the remedy for entanglement? 

• We often talk about political freedom coming with responsibility.  How about spiritual freedom?  Read these 
verses and add to the discussion.  What insights come from these verses?  According to those verses, what does 
my responsibility to others look like?   

o I Cor 8:9 2 Cor 3:17 
o I Cor 10:23 Isaiah 61:1-2 
o Gal 5:13 I Peter 2:16?   

• Did you know that even creation & nature changed when sin entered the world through Adam & Eve?  Read 
Romans 8:19-21.  Is nature being enslaved a new thought for you?  What might a “freed” nature look like? 

• Christian freedom begins when we accept Jesus as our Savior.  Romans 10:11-13. If you became a Christian as an 
adult, you might have a testimony that uses the words “before” and “after.”  Did you feel a new freedom that’s 
found in Christ?  In what areas?  What else changed?   

• Brent talked about Diversity being a strength.  Why do we want 73 different kinds of shampoo but are most 
comfortable with a homogenous group of friends?  How could I actively pursue having people who are different 
from me and have that become a strength in my life?  Does the picture of Heaven in Revelation 7:9-10 
encourage or discomfort you?   

• Brent starts every sermon with “NR is a safe place.”  What do you think he means by that?  Define SAFE.  Finish 
these sentences:   

o For NR to be a safe place, each person walking in the door needs to know and/or feel that…. 
o For NR to be a safe place, each person who is already a part of NR shares the responsibility to…. 

 
Practical Application & Next Steps 

• As you have thought about personal freedom vs entanglement, is there an area that God is nudging you in?  Is 
there something in your life that is ok, but really is entangling you and slowing you down in your pursuit of God? 
What will you do with that insight?  Knowing is good, but knowing plus doing is better. 

• Slavery counts the “I can’t do that” areas of life.  Freedom counts the “yes I can do that” areas.  Make a list of all 
the “yes I can” areas of your life and turn that list into a prayer of gratitude.  God gets the glory and we get the 
blessing! 


