
 
                                 Feel free to customize this to use in your small group, family or for you personally. 

 

Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  03-07-21 
 
Optional Opener Question 
Ever get blamed for something you didn’t do?  How did that end?       
 

Introductory Thought 
“Jesus meets us where we are so that He can take us where we need to be.”  Our new series entitled Chosen, Changed, 
Courageous, focuses on Jesus entering the life of a regular person and asking them to follow Him and change.  We’ve 
looked at moments from Levi/Matthew’s life, Peter’s life, the woman at the well, a woman who gave God her all, the 
disciples and Temple vendors at Passover.  This week we look at an anonymous woman who was used as a pawn in a 
trick to catch Jesus.  
 

Discussion Questions 

• Review John 8:1-11. How do you feel when you read this event?  Describe the scene from these different points of 
view:  The woman, the Pharisees, and the crowd.  Give two words of emotion that describe each of them:  try not 
to pick words that reveal your own bias.  Which of the points of view was it easiest to emphasize with and which 
one did you have trouble with?   

• What are the sources of shame?  How often do we feel shame and what do you think causes it?  How would you 
define it? Is there a positive side to shame?  Is shame an external voice (like it was for the woman) or can it be an 
internal voice? How is shame different from embarrassment?  Is shame associated with things we do or who we 
are, and is it valuable to recognize the difference?  

• In what ways did Jesus’ words in v 11 speak to her heart not to her mind?  Did He give her “a pass” on her 
behavior?  In what ways did Jesus demonstrate the unconditional love of God?  The mercy of God?  Add these 
verses to the discussion: 

 Joel 2:13 Micah 7:18 Lamentations 3:22-23   

• Brent said: “It is easier to call out someone else’s mistakes before recognizing our own.”  Do you agree?  In what 
ways do you agree or disagree?  Why might the word EASIER be a good word to use here?  Stating the opposite, 
why is it HARDER to recognize our own mistakes?  Add these verses to the discussion: 

 Romans 2:1 Matt 7:1-5 Psalm 36:2   

• Read Micah 6:8. In what ways did the Pharisees violate this (Old Testament) rule that they should have been 
familiar with?  What insights can we apply to our own situations? Are we sometimes guilty, too? 

• Why do you think Brent quoted Dallas Willard in connection with the Pharisees: “It is hard to be right and not hurt 
anyone with it.”  What insights can we gain in dealing with others? How might we use Truth as a weapon? 

• Brent said that Jesus offers us a choice that is “… perfect in both love and justice: forgiveness for our sin, but also 
an invitation to leave sin behind as we walk forward with God.”  Read Titus 3:4-6 and 2:11-14.  How do these 
verses expand on that quote?  Insights or conclusions to apply?   
 

Practical Application & Next Steps 

• How has God spoken to you through this?  What will you do with that message? 

• Is the mercy-giving part of your emotional make-up?  Is the giving of unconditional love part of your reputation?  
Or is being quick to judge way too easy?  Enlist someone else’s insights to help you navigate any changes that 
might need to be made. 

• Go back and memorize one of the verses in this discussion guide.  Let the Lord lead you in picking one. 

• Write yourself a note:  In what ways has Jesus “met you where you are so that he can take you where you need to 
be?”  Note the progress you’ve made since this time last year.  God gets the glory and we get the blessing! 


