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Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  03-21-21 
 
Optional Opener Question 
Have you ever won a contest?  What was the prize?  Was it a joke-prize or something valuable? 
 

Introductory Thought 
Our new series considers what it might look like to be so close to Jesus “that we pick up the dust from His feet.”  This 
week we looked at a truth Jesus taught about what the Kingdom of Heaven will be like and the grace given to arrive 
there. 
 

Discussion Questions 

• Review Matthew 20:1-15.  What is your initial reaction to the story?  Put yourself in the each of the three groups:  
The landowner with a job to do, the first of the day hires and then the last of the day workers.  Why do we 
reactively use the word unfair?  Now reread verses 13-15 to see if the landowner’s point of view adds a layer to 
the story.  Was he unfair?   

• Brent wants us to linger on the word grace.  It was defined as “undeserved favor of God.”  What part might our 
own good works play in the giving of God’s grace?  Could it ever be deserved or earned as a result of a job 
completed?  What are some good things in your life that you didn’t earn or deserve?  And of the things in your life 
that you did “earn and pay for,” can you trace them back to something (an ability, an opportunity, a talent) that 
you didn’t deserve or earn? What insights do you get into God’s grace? Why might we find that humbling? 

• Everyone needs grace.  What do you think Brent wants us to understand from this?  How could this be the 
foundation for building on?  Why might approaching God in the “needs grace” mode work better than 
approaching God in the “I earned” mode?  Add these verses to the discussion: 

 James 4:6 Ps 103:9-10 Romans 11:6 Eph 1:6-8  

• The grace of God is abundance.  Defining abundance as “way more than just enough,” how do we see it in our 
lives?  Do you see God’s abundance reflected in your life? 

 John 1:16 2 Cor 12:9 Eph 3:20-21  

• Digging deeper:  read Romans 5:15-17 and notice the phrase “abundant provision.”  Read Psalm 145:4-8 and camp 
for a minute on v 7.  How do these verses add insight to your understand of “way more than just enough?” 

• Grace comparison leads to problems.   How did comparison create problems for the first-of-the-day-workers in the 
field?  How could the words “fair/unfair and grace” be counterpoints to each other?  Do we also play the 
comparison game?  Paul was answering this very question about comparing his work to others:  read 2 Cor 10:12-
18 for his thoughts.  What insights do you get?  What applications to your own life could you see?   

• Why does comparison short-circuit gratitude?   

• Grace leads to salvation. What do you think Brent wants us to understand here?  Remembering that Jesus’ story 
has a teaching point about the Kingdom of God, what could we learn?   

 Romans 3:23-24 (justification means “just as if I had not…”) 

• Read 1 Cor 1:3 and 2 Cor 13:14. These are words of blessing for someone else.  Savor them for a minute.  In what 
ways might these be powerful prayers for God’s presence in their life?  How might they affect the one who prays? 

 
Practical Application & Next Steps 

• Which of the four points impacted you the most?  Did God speak to you though one of them?  Write down one 
thing that will be affected by that insight: meditate on that with focus thoughout the next seven days. 

• If God’s grace extended to you has not led you to the step of eternal salvation, determine to make this the week 
you change that!!  Maybe you could wait until the last moment of death, but look at the “way more than just 
enough” blessings you will miss out on!!  Find someone to help you or just pray and ask Jesus to forgive your sin 
and be a part of your life from now on. And then tell somebody! 


