
 
                                 Feel free to customize this to use in your small group, family or for you personally. 

 

Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  03-07-21 
 
Optional Opener Question 
What was your favorite part of recess in grade school?  How have playgrounds changed since then? 
 

Introductory Thought 
Our new series considers what it might look like to be so close to Jesus “that we pick up the dust from His feet.”  This 
week we looked at Bartimaeus, a blind man who answered a very important question: “What do you want me to do for 
you?” 
 

Discussion Questions 

• Review Mark 10:46-52, the story of the meeting between Bartimaeus and Jesus.  Describe the scene using only 
verbs.  Now describe each in turn, using only adjectives:  Bartimaeus, the disciples, Jesus and the crowd. Why did 
Jesus ask the question:  didn’t He know already what Bartimaeus’ greatest need was?  Why pray:  doesn’t God 
already know what our greatest need is?   

• Bartimaeus was calling out “Have mercy on me…”  Why do you think he used the word MERCY?  How do you 
define it?  Have you ever found yourself wanting God’s mercy?  Add these verses to the discussion: 

 Titus 3:4-6 Micah 6:8 Matt 5:7 James 2:12-13 

• Taking the story the next step, Brent asked the question: “What is your blind spot?”  What do you think he meant 
by that?  If I can fully see, how can I have a blind spot: how would I go about finding out if I have one and then 
what it might be?  How hard could it be to deal with my blind spot?  Might it be a behavior, a choice or an 
attitude?  Bartimaeus was honest in what he needed Jesus to do:  what hinders us from being honest with 
ourselves and with Jesus?  What might freedom (clear vision with no blind spots) look like here? 

• Bartimaeus was an interruption in the journey of Jesus, the disciples and the crowd on their way out of town.  
Brent said that Jesus saw the person and made him a priority over the schedule.  In what ways do we give our 
schedule and our plans-for-the-day priority over people?  Remember, Jesus didn’t stop and heal everyone who 
called out.  How do I know when an interruption is God-sent and when an interruption is merely a distraction to 
get me off course? How do I recognize “divine appointments” when they come?  How do I meet the necessary 
elements of my everyday life and juggle those with a heart to serve people?   

• What does it look like to be so close to Jesus that “I pick up the dust from His feet?”  What does that even mean? 
If you have time, read some of Psalm 119.  Notice both the commitment to God’s word and the passion for God’s 
words.  Does that add some layers to the question of being close?  Now add Phil 4:6-8 to the discussion. 

• Read Psalm 86:1-13.  This is the response of someone who knows what it’s like to receive mercy.  What emotions 
do you see here?  Note especially verse 11 with the verbs “teach, walk, give, fear.”  How do those words add to 
the discussion of being so close to Jesus that we “pick up the dust from His feet?” 

• Prayer is a conversation with God.  Read James 4:1-3 about giving requests to God.  Can you come up with some 
Biblical principles from these verses? How easy could it be to approach God with mixed motives?  Do children 
sometimes ask for (this) when what they really want is (that)?  In what ways might we do the same with God?     

 
Practical Application & Next Steps 

• Answer the question:  what do you want Jesus to do for you?  Has God identified any “blind spots” for you?  What 
will you do with that insight?  Talk to God about it, and then ask God for courage to receive sight (aka freedom) in 
that area.   

• Consider your attitude toward the interruptions to your “forward progress” in your day.  Observe yourself, tell 
God to speak to you and promise to listen!  

• Memorize a section from either Psalm 119 or Psalm 86.  In the next seven days, meditate on it until God reveals 
something of great value that’s meant for you.  


