
 
                                 Feel free to customize this to use in your small group, family or for you personally 

 

Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  12/20/20 
Optional Opener Question 
16 is the usual age to get your driver’s license:  what can you remember about those days?  Were you excited or scared 
to death of driving?  Do you remember the first place you drove to with that new license? 
 

Introductory Thought 
Last week we looked at Joseph, earthy father to Jesus.  As we continue into this season, we look at Mary, mother to 
Jesus.  Mary’s life took a major pivot from what she thought it was going to look like to being the one to give birth to 
Jesus, the Savior of the world.   
 

Discussion Question 

• We actually know very little about Mary, other than her willing attitude expressed to the Angel.  Read these 
Scriptures and see if you can build a picture of her personality and character.  We aren’t told her age, but 
scholars guess her to be about 16ish, just about the age most of us were applying for a driver’s permit! 

o Luke 1:26-38 Luke 1:46-56 Luke 2:1-7 Luke 2:41-52 (esp 48, 51) 
o john 2:1-5 Mark 3:30-32 John 19:25-27 Acts 1:12-14 

• What do you think of this statement: “Mary wasn’t asked to raise the Savior of the world, she was asked to raise 
a child who would become the Savior of the world.”  What’s the difference?  Does God make us responsible for 
the end results of our obedience to Him?  If not, what are we responsible for?   

• Quote: “Following God means that we surrender to the plans God has for our life and sometimes His plans are 
not the same as ours.”  What do you think Brent meant by this?  How you react to the word surrender? In our 
mind, surrender means giving up, waving the white flag, losing to a victor, quitting fighting.  In what ways could 
that word be positive not negative?  What might slow or stop us from surrendering to God’s plans for our lives? 
What part does fear play? How about pride?  Is there such a thing as SORT-OF-surrendering?  Add Jeremiah 
29:11-12 to the discussion.  How does God communicate a “change of plans” to us?  How do I know it’s God 
talking to me and not my wishful thinking?  Do you have any real-life examples? 

• Does God’s plans always make sense to us?  Do they need to make sense before I agree or obey?  Add to your 
thinking Isaiah 55:9. Do you think Mary really understood everything that the angel was telling her about the 
future for either herself or the baby?   

• Digging deeper:  angelic visits occur throughout Scripture.  Read first these “purpose verses” Heb 1:14 and  
Psalm 91:11. 

o Exodus 14:19 Dan 6:22 Acts 12:7-8 Acts 27:23-24 
o Numbers 22:31-35 Judges 2:4-5 Judges 6:11-12  
o Judges 13:1-5 Matt 28:2-4 Acts 10:3  

• Brent said that the second thing God desires is to meet you where you’re at.  What do you think he meant by 
this?  Consider these areas for “where you’re at.”  Why do you think this might be a very comforting truth?  
What would it look like for God to meet you?   

o Family situation financially emotional needs medical needs 
o Spiritually Stage of life maturity level stress levels 

 
Practical Application & Next Steps 

• Is the Lord asking you to surrender something?  A decision, an area of your life, a habit, a relationship, a plan?  
What will you do with this insight?  Is there something that you’re holding onto with closed fist that is “off 
limits” to God? Tell someone right away, before the clarity of your conclusion fades. 

• Where do you need God to meet you?  Right now, tell Him.   

• Adding value means that you take what you have in front of you and – with intention – make it better or more 
valuable.  As we continue into the Christmas season, what can you do to add value to this season in the middle 
of a pandemic where so much has changed? Make Heb 13:15 your prayer.   


