
 
                                 Feel free to customize this to use in your small group, family or for you personally 

 

Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  11/29/20 
Optional Opener Question 
What’s a fun tradition that you associate with Thanksgiving?   
 

Introductory Thought 
Our new series is loosely based on Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, subtitled “Powerful lessons in Personal 
Change.”  To do that, BE PROACTIVE, BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND, FIRST THINGS FIRST.  Build TRUST in relationships.  
THINK WIN-WIN, SEEK FIRST TO UNDERSTAND, THEN TO BE UNDERSTOOD.  Next is SYNERGY. 
 

Discussion Question 

• Question: “To be a highly effective person….”  Can you be effective with an unclear, uncertain goal?  

• Look up the definition of SYNERGY.  Now come up with 5 synonyms.  Does this bring any insights?  Look at these 
situations and consider if they do or don’t illustrate the importance of Synergy: 

o Cooking contest between 2 people A race track with designated lanes 
o A 500 piece puzzle The inner workings of a Swiss pocket watch 
o The pieces of a Nativity Set 

• Brent said that 1 + 1 = 2 is not a good picture of synergy.  But 1 + 1 = 4, 10, or 100 is.  What do you think he 
meant by this?  How could it be true?  Have you seen it demonstrated in your experiences?  How could the end 
product be greater than the sum of its parts? 

• What kinds of things might slow down or halt the synergy of the group?  Think Dysfunctional.  Add 1 Cor 3:3 and 
2 Cor 12:20 to the discussion.  What part might pride or jealousy play? 

• Brent reminded us that the Church is not a building, but a group of people.  Scripture calls it the Body of Christ 
(Col 1:24, Eph 4:12, Eph 1:23, Eph 4:15-16).  In what ways does a living body illustrate a functioning group of 
individual persons?  How might my “gifting” be a value piece of the overall puzzle? Scripture has much to say on 
the various abilities of the members of the church and the way they work together.  Pick a couple and add to the 
discussion: 

o Rom 12:5-8 John 17:21 Eph 4:12-13  1 Cor 12:4-11 

• Do we have to agree on everything to be effective?  How might we be united in our differences?  Add to the 
discussion:  What does like-minded really mean?   

o 1 Cor 1:10 2 Cor 13:11 Eph 4:3 1 Peter 3:8 

• Digging deeper:  In Exodus 17:10-12, what role did Moses’ companions play in an important battle:  did their 
contribution require training or special gifting?  Did they share in the success of the day?  What can we do to be 
like them? 

• Prov 27:17 says “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”  Why do you think Brent quoted this 
verse in the context of SYNERGY?  He also said: “It requires us to release control of the outcome.”  What do you 
think he meant by this?  Why is it so hard to release control? 

• In what ways might 1 Peter 4:8 be a transforming instruction?  What does deeply look like?  How does love 
untangle problems or dividing issues?    

 
Practical Application & Next Steps 

• Is the Lord touching your heart in some way… gently putting His touch on an area that He wants to work on?  
What will you do with that thought? 

• What one thing could you do to contribute to the SYNERGY of North Ridge or another group?  No matter how 
small or seemingly insignificant, determine to accomplish this in the next seven days.   

• Are you the person who loves deeply or only loves superficially?  Is it demonstrated with your tone of voice, 
your opinions, your mindset?  Do you treat others as you want to be treated?   


