
 
                                 Feel free to customize this to use in your small group, family or for you personally 

 

Discussion Questions from Weekly Message 

 

 

From Message on:  01/10/21 
 
Optional Opener Question 
Have you ever done something that required courage, but you did it anyway, i.e. something that was way outside of 
your normal comfort zone?  Is there something that seems impossible to have enough courage for, i.e. bungie jumping 
off of a perfectly good bridge?  
 

Introductory Thought 
Our new series about looking at some of the things Jesus did.  This Sunday:  Chosen, changed, courageous. Jesus calls all 
of us to a process, not a rigid one-size-fits-all formula of growth in learning to be more like Him 
 

Discussion Question 
• Reread Matthew 9:9-13, the story of the calling of Matthew to leave his job and follow Jesus.  Use your 

imagination, what do you think was going through his head in the moment of choice?  Why do you think he 
threw a party for his friends to meet Jesus?  Would you have liked to be there that day?  The calling or the 
party?  Explain.  Do you think Matthew knew what he was getting into?  Do any of us?   

o FYI, it is generally accepted that Matthew himself wrote this book in the Bible; so that makes this telling of the story 
autobiographical.  The same incident is recorded in Mark and Luke with the same commitment to “just the facts 
and no embellishments.”  We see Matthew one last time in Acts 1:13-14 after the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

so we know that his commitment to Jesus lasted.  We don’t know when or exactly how he died, but the Salerno 

Cathedral in Salerno, Italy claims to have his relics. 

• For contrast read another man’s moment of choice between himself and Jesus:  Matthew 19:16-29 (esp verse 
22).  In what areas are the two men alike?  Why do you think their responses were so different?  Do we see 
those same different responses today?  What might get in the way of people today responding to Jesus’ calling? 

• Scripture has much to say about God choosing to love us.  Read and note what each of these verses says.  Do 
you gain any insights?  

o John 15:16, 19 Ps 33:12 Eph 1:4  2 Thess 2:13 
o Matt 22:14 1 John 4:19 Rom 5:8 I John 3:1 

• What do you think of this statement: “God loves you just the way you are, but He loves you too much to leave 
you that way.”  What do you think that Brent meant when he said that God wants to change us?  Change from 
what to what?  Why is change so hard?  Think of change as a learning curve:  what does it feel like to be at the 
start of the curve? In the middle?  Is there ever an end, i.e. a moment of arrival?  Any insights to that? 

• Jesus called Matthew to “follow me.”  Is there a difference between believing and following?  What might that 
look like?  Add James 2:19 to the discussion.  If learning to follow Jesus is a process, would you be willing to 
share a little from your own journey?  In what ways do you see a change in yourself over the last few years? 

• Digging deeper:  Jesus quoted an Old Testament verse (Hosea 6:6) to the Pharisees.  Why do you think this verse 
reflects God’s heart?  If mercy is directed toward others and sacrifice/worship is directed toward God, what are 
some insights from that? Add these verses to the discussion: 

o I Sam 15:22 Heb 9:9 Psalm 51:16,17  

• Brent defined courage as “to act on one’s beliefs despite danger or disapproval.”  How might a changed person 
be a more courageous person?  Does heart knowledge vs head knowledge affect courage? 

 
Practical Application & Next Steps 

• God doesn’t expect perfection in the process, He just wants permission to change areas of our lives that need 
His work.  Is there resistance, either generally or area specific?  Is there something that you’re holding onto that 
needs to be offered up as a response to His choice to love you unconditionally?  Release it now! 

• Are there friends of yours that need to hear your story?  Why not consider throwing an event of your own for 
the express purpose of sharing your spiritual journey?  Reread the definition of courage! 


