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EPISTLES TO THE HEBREW CHURCH 

 
HOW TO STUDY THESE LESSONS: 
 
1.  PRAY to God and ask Him to open your mind and teach you by His Holy Spirit. 
 
2.  READ the scripture portion several times before you begin to answer the questions. 
 
3.  ANSWER EVERY QUESTION by searching for the answer in the lesson or from the 
scripture portion you have read. 
 
4.  In each lesson you will find several parts: 
 

FIRST, you will find some answers in the commentary in your book. 
SECOND, you will find other answers from the scripture portion which you read at the    

    beginning of the lesson. 
THIRD, you will answer some questions from your own experience or understanding of  

    the lesson. 
FOURTH, you will be asked to do something to put what you  have learned into practice. 

 

  
2



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

INTRODUCTION: .............................................................................................................. 8 
INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS............................................. 9 
THE SON SUPERIOR TO THE ANGELS....................................................................... 12 
MAN'S FALL AND RESTORATION.............................................................................. 17 
GOD'S REST FOR US ...................................................................................................... 19 
JESUS OUR HIGH PRIEST ............................................................................................. 21 
MELCHIZEDEK AND CHRIST ...................................................................................... 24 
THE SUPERIOR SACRIFICE .......................................................................................... 27 
DRAW NIGH TO GOD .................................................................................................... 30 
FAITH................................................................................................................................ 33 
FAITH IN ACTION .......................................................................................................... 37 
THE WORD OF EXHORTATION................................................................................... 40 
GODLY LIVING............................................................................................................... 44 
GODLY SPEECH AND CHARACTER........................................................................... 50 
INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF 1 PETER ....................................................... 57 
THE  WORD OF GOD...................................................................................................... 63 
HOW TO LIVE AS HEAVENLY CITIZENS  WHILE STILL ON EARTH .................. 66 
WHO ARE YOU AND HOW DO YOU ACT? ................................................................ 69 
WHEN CHRISTIANS SUFFER ....................................................................................... 74 
GETTING ALONG TOGETHER ..................................................................................... 81 
ELDER PETER'S COUNSEL ........................................................................................... 86 
GROW IN FAITH ............................................................................................................. 89 
THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD.................................................................................... 94 
MARKS OF A FALSE PROPHET ................................................................................. 100 
JESUS IS COMING, HOW SHALL WE LIVE? ............................................................ 104 
THE DEFENSE OF OUR FAITH................................................................................... 110 

  
3



OUTLINES 
 
OUTLINE OF HEBREWS   
 
Part One: The Superiority of Christ's Person (1:1-4:13) 
 
I. The Superiority of Christ over the Prophets   1:1-3 
 
II. The Superiority of Christ over the Angels   1:4-2:18 
 

A. Christ Is Superior because of His Deity   1:4-14 
B. First Warning: Danger of Neglect   2:1-4 
C. Christ Is Superior because of His Humanity  2:5-18 

 
III. The Superiority of Christ over Moses    3:1-4:13 
 

A. Christ Is Superior to Moses in His Work  3:1-4 
B. Christ Is Superior to Moses in His Person  3:5-6 
C. Second Warning: Danger of Unbelief   3:7-4:13 

 
Part Two: The Superiority of Christ's Work (4:14-10:18) 
 
I. The Superiority of Christ's Priesthood    4:14-7:28 
 

A. Christ Is Superior in His Position   4:14-16 
B. Christ Is Superior in His Qualifications   5:1-10 
C. Third Warning: Danger of Not Maturing  5:11-6:20 
D. Christ Is Superior in His Priestly Order   7:1-28 

 
II. The Superiority of Christ's Covenant    8:1-13 
 

A. A Better Covenant     8:1-6 
B. A New Covenant     8:7-13 

 
III. The Superiority of Christ's Sanctuary and Sacrifice  9:1-10:18 
 

A. Old Covenant's Sanctuary and Sacrifice   9:1-10 
B. New Covenant's Sanctuary and Sacrifice  9:11-10:18 

 
Part Three: The Superiority of the Christian's Walk of Faith (10:19-13:25) 
 
I. A Call to Full Assurance of Faith    10:19-11:40 
 

A. Hold Fast the Confession of Faith   10:19-25 
B. Fourth Warning: Danger of Drawing Back  10:26-39 
C. Definition of Faith     11:1-3 
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D. Examples of Faith     11:4-40 
1. Abel      11:4 
2. Enoch      11:5-6 
3. Noah      11:7 
4. Abraham and Sarah    11:8-19 
5. Isaac      11:20 
6. Jacob      11:21 
7. Joseph      11:22 
8. Moses' Parents     11:23 
9. Moses      11:24-29 
10. Joshua and Rahab    11:30-31 
11. Many Other Heroes of Faith   11:32-40 

 
II. Endurance of Faith      12:1-29 
 

A. Example of Christ's Endurance    12:1-4 
B. A Call to Endure God's Chastening   12:5-24 
C. Fifth Warning: Danger of Refusing God  12:25-29 

 
III. A Call to Love       13:1-17 
 

A. Love in the Social Realm    13:1-6 
B. Love in the Religious Realm    13:7-17 

 
IV. Conclusion       13:18-25 
 
 
OUTLINE OF JAMES   
 
 
I. The Test of Faith      1:1-18 
 

A. The Purpose of Tests     1:1-12 
B. The Source of Temptations    1:13-18 

 
II. The Characteristics of Faith     1:19-5:6 
 

A. Faith Obeys the Word     1:19-27 
B. Faith Removes Discriminations    2:1-13 
C. Faith Proves Itself by Works    2:14-26 
D. Faith Controls the Tongue    3:1-12 
E. Faith Produces Wisdom     3:13-18 
F. Faith Produces Humility     4:1-12 
G. Faith Produces Dependence on God   4:13-5:6 

 
III. The Triumph of Faith      5:7-20 
 

A. Faith Endures, Awaiting Christ's Return  5:7-12 
B. Faith Prays for the Afflicted    5:13-18 
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C. Faith Confronts the Erring Brother   5:19-20 
 
OUTLINE OF 1 PETER   
 
Part One: The Salvation of the Believer (1:1-2:12) 
 
I. Salutation       1:1-2 
 
II. Salvation of the Believer     1:3-12 
 

A. Hope for the Future     1:3-4 
B. Trials for the Present     1:5-9 
C. Anticipation in the Past     1:10-12 

 
III. Sanctification of the Believer     1:13-2:12 
 

A. "Be Holy"      1:13-21 
B. "Love One Another"     1:22-25 
C. "Desire the Pure Milk of the Word"   2:1-3 
D. "Offer Up Spiritual Sacrifices"    2:4-10 
E. "Abstain from Fleshly Lusts"    2:11-12 

 
Part Two: The Submission of the Believer (2:13-3:12) 
 
I. Submission to the Government     2:13-17 
 
II. Submission in Business      2:18-25 
 
III. Submission in Marriage     3:1-8 
 
IV. Submission in All of Life     3:9-12 
 
Part Three: The Suffering of the Believer (3:13-5:14) 
 
I. Conduct in Suffering      3:3-17 
 
II. Christ's Example of Suffering     3:18-4:6 
 
III. Commands in Suffering     4:7-19 
 
IV. Minister in Suffering      5:1-9 
 

A. Elders, Shepherd the Flock    5:1-4 
B. Saints, Humble Yourselves    5:5-9 

 
V. Benediction       5:10-14 
OUTLINE OF 2 PETER   
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I. Cultivation of Christian Character (1:1-21) 
 

A. Salutation      1:1-2 
B. Growth in Christ     1:3-14 
C. Grounds of Belief     1:15-21 

1. Experience of the Transfiguration  1:15-18 
2. Certainty of the Scriptures   1:19-21 

 
II. Condemnation of False Teachers (2:1-22) 
 

A. Danger of False Teachers    2:1-3 
B. Destruction of False Teachers    2:4-9 
C. Description of False Teachers    2:10-22 

 
III. Confidence of Christ's Return (3:1-18) 
 

A. Mockery in the Last Days    3:1-7 
B. Manifestation of the Day of the Lord   3:8-10 
C. Maturity in View of the Day of the Lord  3:11-18 

 
 
OUTLINE OF JUDE   
 
I. Purpose of Jude (1-4) 
 
II. Description of False Teachers (5-16) 
 

A. Past Judgment of False Teachers   5-7 
B. Present Characteristics of False Teachers  8-13 
C. Future Judgment of False Teachers   14-16 

 
III. Defense against False Teachers (17-23) 
 
IV. Doxology of Jude (24-25) 
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EPISTLES TO THE HEBREW CHURCH 
 

THE BOOKS OF HEBREWS, JAMES, 1 & 2 PETER, & JUDE 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

These books are written mainly to the Hebrew church.  Some say that they are difficult 
to understand.  This is because much of the teaching is based in the Old Testament teachings 
and traditions.  Also the figures of speech that are used are hard to understand without the 
foundation of the Hebrew experience given to us in the Pentateuch.  
 
 

Here are strengthening words for days of storm and testing, and 
cheering words for nights dark and starless, and guiding words for times 
of mental perplexity and of moral peril.  They come to us across distant 
centuries, but they meet precisely our modern needs.  They are 
weighted with divine mysteries, but they chiefly concern human duties. 
 They were addressed to members of a heavenly brotherhood, but they 
deal with the practical, earthly problems of employers and servants, 
husbands and wives, teachers and taught, rich and poor, of all who need 
encouragement to press on through sorrow to joy, through temptation 
and failure to strength and victory, through doubts and fears to assured 
faith and cloudless hope.  They were written by men who had been 
companions of Christ, but they are his present messengers for all who 
yield to his Spirit and seek to do his will. 

 
                                                                  Charles R. Erdman 

 
GOALS: 
 
When you have finished studying this course, you will be able to: 
     

1.  Explain the relationship between the Old Testament laws and ceremonies and the 
life       of Christ and His ministry. 

2.  State an overall themes for these books. 
3.  Relate the teachings of these books to your present day life.  
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Lesson 1 

INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
    1. Name who you think the author of the book is and why you think that.   
    2. Tell to whom it was written and why it was written. 
    3. Explain the background for the epistle.   
      
INTRODUCTION 
 
     Even though we find the Epistle to the Hebrews immediately after the Pauline Epistles,  
we cannot assume that it was written by Paul. Many people do believe without a doubt that 
Paul DID write Hebrews. However, one thing that may indicate that it was not his work is 
that all of the other epistles written by Paul begin with a salutation from him. In fact, in that 
time the way to begin any letter or epistle was by stating the name  of the writer first.  So we 
must say that the author is unknown. 
      
     Until 400 AD, the Christians did not accept the book of Hebrews as inspired.  Finally, the 
book was so well loved and bore all the marks of inspiration that they assigned Paul as author 
so that it could be included in the Bible.  Some Bible students will bring many proofs that it 
was written by Paul. 
 
     In conclusion, even though we do not know the human writer, we do know that God by 
his Holy Spirit inspired it. 
 
1. Who do you think wrote Hebrews? _______________________ Why? 
________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
     Hebrews is a letter written and addressed to the Jews. But it was not the Jews living in 
Jerusalem or even in Palestine. The only evidence as to where the book was written is the 
greetings sent by "those in Italy" (13:24), perhaps showing that the author was either in Rome 
or was writing to Christians in Rome.   
 
     In Hebrews 13:22 he calls this epistle, "my word of exhortation". Therefore they were 
already converted and probably Christians for quite a long time.  He says in Hebrews 5:12 
that "by this time you ought to be teachers, instead of babes in Christ." 
    
2. What do we know from the scriptures about the people to whom this book was sent?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     We know that this epistle was written to encourage the Jews to stand fast in their faith.  
They were confused over the question  of the relationship of their Jewish religion under the 
law with their new found faith in Christ.  It appears that this book was written about the time 
 Jerusalem, as well as the temple, was destroyed in 70 AD (Hebrews 10:11, 13:11)  The 
temple at Jerusalem was the center of their religion and worship.  They were troubled 
because their center was gone.  Without the temple there  could be no sacrifices. Without 
sacrifices there could be no covering for their sins. 
 
3. Why was this epistle written? _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The second reason for discouragement was the persecution that they had already 
experienced.  It wasn't only because they were Christians but because they were Jews, 
foreigners in Rome. In fact the Roman empire had begun a universal persecution of Jews as 
they were in almost every country of the empire and had become powerful.  Again, the writer 
by the Spirit of prophecy knew they would soon be persecuted again in the near future. 
Hebrews 12:7 
 
4. What other problem did these people have? 
______________________________________ 
 
5. What should we do when persecuted? Hebrews 10:32-35 
 
     1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The first persecution came in the time of the Emperor Domitian in 65 AD.  The second 
persecution came under Emperor Nero. Many believe that Hebrews was written about 75 AD 
between the two great persecutions. 
 
     The temple at Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD.  It was an hour of crisis for the church 
too.  Jewish Christians were scattered throughout the entire Roman Empire, because many 
Jews had been at Jerusalem for Pentecost and had been converted.  Returning home, they had 
carried the Good News with them. Later, at the death of Steven, we read in Acts 9:1 that the 
Christians, Jews, were scattered. Then at the destruction of Jerusalem we have the final 
dispersion.  But they had become such a great problem in Rome, because they would not 
worship the heathen gods, that the Emperor drove them out of the city. 
 
     These Christian Jews had believed in Jesus, but they had not abandoned their worship 
under the laws of Moses.  The temple was still the center of their religion and the sacrifices 
still had meaning for them. 
 
     Jesus never condemned the Jewish ceremonies, in fact he participated in them as did the 
apostles.  But, Jesus fulfilled all that the ceremonies symbolized. Here is the reason for this 
epistle so that with the destruction of the temple, they would not abandon their faith. 
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6. What problems did these early Jewish Christians have? 
_____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE AUTHOR WANTED TO SHOW THEM FOUR IMPORTANT TRUTHS 
 
     1.  Christ is superior to all the prophets, angels, priests, the temple, the law, and the        
            sacrifices. 
     2.  All these are only shadows of the heavenly reality  which is Christ. 
     3.  Through Christ we now have direct access to God. 
     4.  Christ is the complete revelation of God.  
 
DISCUSS IN CLASS SOME OF THE PROBLEMS THE EARLY CHURCH WAS 
HAVING AND WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM THEM TODAY. 
 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
 

1. As a church leader, what would you teach your people if they were under persecution 
like these Christians were?  

2. READ Hebrews chapter 1 to find what GOD tells them through the author of Hebrews.  
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LESSON 2 

THE SON SUPERIOR TO THE ANGELS 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 

1.  Write six facts about Jesus that prove that He is worthy of our faith.        
2.  Write four ways Jesus is superior to the angels. 
3.  Tell why we must guard our faith at any price. 

 
READ HEBREWS CHAPTER 1 
     
     When you have finished, turn to your neighbor and discuss how a man can know about 
God. 
 
1. How does the beginning of Hebrews resemble the beginning of the Gospel of John? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Name some ways God spoke in the Old Testament and to whom He spoke. ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How does God speak today? _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What is the theme of this chapter? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Why do you think God doesn't use angels to announce salvation? 
_____________________ 
  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  n what ways is the Son like the Father and what does that show us? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. WRITE SIX STATEMENTS ABOUT JESUS, THE SON FROM HEBREWS CHAPTER 
ONE?  When you write them, you will notice  something special. 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
You have written six attributes of GOD. 
 
8. What great theological statement does these six statements make? ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus said it.  I and the father are one. 
 
9. If you suspected someone of being a false teacher, what would be the first question you 
 
would ask him or her? 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What importance do verses 1-3 have for you personally? __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ HEBREWS 1:4-14 
 
JESUS IS GREATER THAN THE ANGELS 
  
11. What do you know about angels? 
_____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. LET US COMPARE JESUS WITH THE ANGELS IN THIS CHAPTER.  Write on one 
side a statement about angels and on the opposite side a statement about Jesus "the Son." 
 
          ANGELS are                |            The Son 
______________________________|______________________________________ 
                          | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
                                     | 
 
13. What would you do if an angel appeared to you or spoke to you? ___________________ 
         
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. What should we do when the Son of God speaks to us? ___________________________ 
   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. How has the Son spoken to us? Hebrews 1:2 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. Why must we be careful to listen to and obey the Son? Hebrews 2:1-4 
________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God has been revealed in Jesus the Son. The Disciples who heard Him  told others and 
wrote His message in the Word.  These words have been proven by signs, miracles, and 
wonders. 
 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS IN CLASS HOW JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO ANGELS AND 
WHY WE SHOULD PUT OUR FAITH IN HIM AND OBEY HIM. 
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PERSONAL APPLICATION 
 

1. What command of Jesus are you ignoring because you have never come face to face 
with Him and not submitted to his Lordship  

2. Write a commitment as to what you will do with the message from God.  
 
     Here are some verses where angels appear.  You can learn much about them and their 
activities for yourself.  Ps. 91:11; Dan 6:22; Ex. 14:l9; Gen. 32:1; Num. 22:31; Judges 2:1, 
6:11, 13:3; Zechariah 1:9; 2:3; Matt. 1:20; 2:13; 28:2; Luke 1:11,28, 2:9; John 20:12;  
Acts 1:10,11; 8:26; 10:3; 12:7; 27:23; Col 2:l8 
 
     It is interesting to note that in the Old Testament they are mainly messengers and in the 
New they are present at the great events in the life of Christ or in deliverance of the saints. 
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LESSON 3 

MAN'S FALL AND RESTORATION 
 

Hebrews 2:5-3:1 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you have finished studying this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1. Tell what God's original plan was for man in the world. 
     2. Explain how man lost his position of authority. 
     3. Show how God restored man. 
     4. Tell how you intend to respond to this great revelation. 
 
I.  MAN'S LOST POSITION. Explain each of these points below. 
 
     A.  Man's position in the beginning. Genesis 1:28 and Hebrews. 2:6-8 ________________ 

   
___________________________________________________________________________ 

   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     B.  Man's lost position. Genesis 3:17-19 and Hebrews 2:8 __________________________ 

   
___________________________________________________________________________  

   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. THE PROCESS OF RESTORATION. Explain how each of these things Jesus 
did have restored us to our rightful place. 
 
     A. The SON becomes man. John 1:14; Hebrews 2:11,14,17_________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
             
     B. The SON takes man's curse on himself. Hebrews 2:9 
____________________________  
    
___________________________________________________________________________  

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     C. The SON destroys the power of death and the devil. Hebrews 2:14-15 and I John 3:8 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 



     D.  The SON provides salvation. Hebrews 2:10,11,17,18 __________________________ 
  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III. THE RESULTS OF THE SON'S HUMILIATION AND SACRIFICE 
 
     A. Man restored to sonship. 
     B. Man's dominion restored. 
     C. Man's relationship with God restored. 
     D. Man freed from fear and death. 
     E. Man's sins atoned for. 
     F. Man has a help in times of temptation. 
 
IV. THE CONCLUSION (Personal Application) Hebrews 3:1 
 
    Review Hebrews chapter three to help you answer these questions. 
 
1. What is our heavenly calling? 
_________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What are we to do with this heavenly calling? ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How do we fulfill this heavenly calling? 
_________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss how Jesus restored our authority over creation. 
2. Discuss how we should use this authority. 
3. Discuss the ministry of the high priest and how Jesus is our high priest. 
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LESSON 4 

GOD'S REST FOR US 
 

Hebrews 3:2 to 4:11 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1. Tell why Moses is compared to Christ. 
     2. Give three warnings of things that will keep us from entering into God's rest.   
     3. Discuss the meaning of God's rest. 
     4. Explain the Christian Sabbath. 
 
READ HEBREWS 3:2-6 
 
EXAMPLE FOR CHRIST AND MOSES 
      
1. How were Moses and Christ the same? _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. How is Jesus greater than Moses? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
    
READ HEBREWS 3:7-19 and 4:1-10 
 
ENTERING GOD'S REST 
      
3. What does he warn against? __________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How is Israel and example to us? ______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BE READY TO TELL SOME OF THE STORIES OF HOW ISRAEL TESTED GOD AND 
HOW THEY FAILED TO ENTER INTO CANAAN. 
 
5. What will keep us from entering into His rest? 3:12-19 and 4:6 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What should we do to avoid God's wrath? 3:12-15 ________________________________ 



 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What is the REST OF GOD? 4:10 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. What does it mean to cease from our works? 4:10 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. So how do we enter into His rest? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ HEBREWS 4:12,13 
 
THE WORD -THE SWORD 
 
10. What is the purpose of the Word? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What does this have to do with entering into God's rest? 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PERSONAL APPLICATION 
 

1. Have you come out of Egypt? (What does Egypt represent?) 
2. Have you entered into Canaan? (What does Canaan represent?) 
3. What is holding you back? 
4. What are you going to do so that you may enter in? 
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LESSON 5 

JESUS OUR HIGH PRIEST 
 

Hebrews 4:12-6:20 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell why Jesus is superior to the Jewish high Priests. 
     2.  Write four exhortation you find in this scripture portion. 
     3.  Tell the danger there is in rejecting High Priest Jesus. 
     4.  Write what you desire to do in your own life as a result of this lesson. 
 
TO LEARN ABOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT HIGH PRIESTS, READ Leviticus 18,19 
 
1. Write what you know about the high priests of the Old Testament and be prepared to share 
 
it in class. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In Hebrews 2:17 Jesus is called the faithful High Priest.  What qualifications does Jesus 
 
have for that position? 2:17, 5:1 _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What do priests do? Hebrews 2:18, 3:17, 5:1 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Now how is Jesus greater than the others? Hebrews 4:15 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. How are priests chosen? 5:1 __________________________________________________ 
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6. How did Jesus become a High Priest? 5:4-9 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
FOUR EXHORTATIONS 
 

1.  4:14 LET US HOLD FAST OUR CONFESSION. What confession? ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  4:16 LET US COME TO THE THRONE OF GRACE.  How? ___________________ 
 

By what right? ___________________________________________________________ 
 

What do we get? __________________________________________________________  
 

3. 6:1  LEAVE ELEMENTARY TEACHING and go on. On to what? _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  6:11,12  MAKE YOUR HOPE FIRM.  What will do that? ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SOME GOOD QUESTIONS 
 

1.  How can we approach God? ______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  How can we grow up as Christians? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.  How do you know you are a mature Christian? _______________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  Is it possible to loose our salvation? 6:4-8 _________ How? 
_____________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5.  What holds us fast in time of storm? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND APPLICATION 
 

1. How is Jesus our high priest and what importants is that to us? 
2. What four exhortations do we see in this lesson? 
3. How are you going to apply these exhortations to your life? 
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LESSON 6 

MELCHIZEDEK AND CHRIST 
 

Hebrews 7:1 to 8:13 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain who Melchizedek is. 
     2.  Write a comparison of Christ and Melchizedek. 
     3.  Compare the priesthood of Melchizedek, Aaron, and Christ. 
     4.  Tell how you will apply the truth of this lesson in your own life. 
 
     The story of Melchizedek is found in Genesis 14:17-20.  It is very short but important to 
the Jews. We have already seen him mentioned in Hebrews 5:6 and 6:21 
 
1. Write what you have learned about Melchizedek from Genesis and Hebrews. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In what ways is Christ like Melchizedek? 
________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How was Melchizedek different from other high priests? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE BETTER PRIEST AND PRIESTHOOD 
 
     One of the main themes of Hebrews is THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST. We saw in 
chapters one and two the superiority of Christ over angels. Then in chapter three and four we 
saw his superiority over Moses. Christ was superior as a person and also in ministry. Here in 
chapter five the writer establishes the qualifications of the priesthood and now in chapter 
seven he goes on to show how Christ is superior to the priesthood of the Old Testament. 
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4. Write how Christ's priesthood was superior to the Old Testament priesthood in each of 
these areas? 
 
     1. In birthright 5:5,6 _______________________________________________________ 
 
     2. In duration 7:3,17 _______________________________________________________ 
 
     3. In His character 7:11,26,28________________________________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     4. In His appointment 7:20,21 ________________________________________________ 
 
     5. In His covenant 7:16,19,22 ________________________________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     6. In His ministry  7:25 _____________________________________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
      
     8. In His sacrifice 7:27 
______________________________________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     9. In His power and authority 8:1 _____________________________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
      
    10. In His ministry 8:6 ______________________________________________________ 

  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCUSS THE IMPORTANCE OF EACH OF THESE AREAS OF CHRIST'S 
PRIESTHOOD FOR US. 
  
5. What was the purpose of the earthly priesthood of the Old Testament? 8:5 _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

It was very important for the Jewish Christians who read the epistle of Hebrews to 
understand how Christ's priesthood was superior to the priesthood of the Old Testament so 
that they would put their confidence totally in what Christ had done for them and was able to 
continue to do for them. 
 

The writer continues in 8:7-13 to show how the New Covenant of Christ is superior to the 
covenant of Moses in the Old Testament. 
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6. Write three ways the New Covenant is superior to the old one. 
 

8:10 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

8:11 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

8:12 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss the importance of each of these three things to us.  
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LESSON 7 

THE SUPERIOR SACRIFICE 
 

Hebrews chapter 9 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Describe temple worship. 
     2.  Explain how the Jews obtained forgiveness of sins. 
     3.  Compare the work of the Aaronic high priest with the work of  Christ. 
     4.  Compare the sacrifice of Christ with the sacrificial lamb.      
      
READ  Hebrews 9:1-10  which briefly describe the temple and its worship ceremonies. 
 
1. What was in the first part of the tabernacle? 9:2 and Exodus 37:10-39 _________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCUSS WHAT EACH OF THESE THINGS MIGHT SYMBOLIZE FOR US TODAY IN 
OUR WORSHIP OF GOD. 
 
2. What was in the most holy place? 9:3-5 
_________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What did the high priest do once a year? 9:6,7 and Leviticus 16:29-34 
_________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What is the importance of these things? Hebrews 9:8,9 
_____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The temple and its ceremonies were only object or illustrated lessons to teach the people 
about God, His nature, and His will. They were also symbolic of what Christ would do as our 
high priest and how we are to worship God under the New Covenant. 
 
HISTORIC NOTE 
 
     As you remember the tabernacle constructed by Moses under God's direct orders was a 
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portable tent. David wanted to build a permanent place of worship but God decreed it would 
be Solomon who would build the temple.  This was a beautiful structure in the city of 
Jerusalem.  Solomon's temple was destroyed when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem in 
586 BC.  When Ezra and some of the people returned after the Babylonian exile they rebuilt 
the temple but the ark of the covenant had been permanently lost. They renewed their 
worship but it was not as wonderful and glorious as the first.   
     There is no record of the destruction of Ezra's temple but as Jewish worship lost the 
presence of God so the temple over a period of 400 years deteriorated.  Before Christ, Harold 
the Great decided to build another temple just like Solomon's. It is not sure it was ever really 
completed but it became a  center of worship and pride. It was in this temple that Jesus and 
the early disciples ministered. Harold's temple was destroyed in 70 AD by the Romans and 
has never been rebuilt. 

While Israel was scattered as a nation, the Moslems built their great masque called the 
Dome of the Rock on the old temple sight. Today the Jews worship at the western wall of the 
destroyed temple which is called the wailing wall, waiting for the day when Messiah will 
come and rebuild the temple and reestablish temple worship. 
 
5. Do the Jews sacrifice animals for their sins today? __________ Why not? 
______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What did Christ do as our High Priest? 9:11,12 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What is the perfect temple made without hands in 9:10? 
____________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note: the word ETERNAL in contrast to temporal in this chapter. Check these words that 
show superiority!!! much more, better sacrifices, once for all, 
 
8. What Holy Place did Christ enter? 9:12,24 ______________________________________ 
 
9. What sacrifice did He present before God? 9:13,14 
________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. How often does He have to present this sacrifice? 9:25-26 _________________________ 
 
11. Why was a blood sacrifice necessary? 9:19-22 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What should this cause us to do? 9:28 _________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BE READY TO EXPLAIN IN CLASS WHY CHRIST'S SACRIFICE IS SUPERIOR TO 
THE OLD TESTAMENT SACRIFICE AND WHAT IMPORTANCE IT HAS FOR US. 
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LESSON 8 
 

DRAW NIGH TO GOD 
 

Hebrews chapter 10 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Give four wonderful things we receive because of the death of Christ. 
     2.  Give the invitation Jesus gives us, and tell how we can respond to it. 
     3.  Explain how someone who has accepted Jesus, may be lost. 
 
     This lesson is a continuation of the last one. 
 
1. What is the problem with Old Testament sacrifices? 10:1-4 (3 things) _________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What four things did Christ's sacrifice accomplish for us? 10:11-18 
___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Because of what Christ's sacrifice for us and what he accomplished for us we now have 
boldness to enter the Holiest. 9:19 Jesus by His blood has given us the key to enter the most 
holy place. But there are some things that we must do in order to use that key to enter. 
 
3. Where is the Holiest? _______________________________________________________ 
 
4. What are four things do we need to do to enter the Holiest? 10:22 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCUSS THE MEANING OF EACH OF THESE IN CLASS AND HOW WE CAN PUT 
THEM INTO PRACTICE IN OUR LIVES. 
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5. What other things must we do in order to maintain our relationship with God? 10:23-25 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our relationship with God first of all depends on what Christ has done for us. Then our 
relationship with God depends on maintaining our own spiritual life. And lastly our 
relationship with God depends on our relationship with other Christians. Jesus said how can 
you say you love God who you can't see if you don't love your brother who you can see.  
 
6. What three things are necessary to having a relationship with God? 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. ______________________________________________________________________  
 

Beginning with 10:26 Paul shifts from the privileges we have because of what Christ has 
done for us to caution us that there is a danger if we take those privileges for granted. 
 
7. Is it possible for a Christian to become lost? 10:26 ___________ 
 
8. How can a Christian become lost? 10:26,29 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. If a person willfully rejects the sacrifice of Christ, can they be saved? ________  
 
Why? 10:26 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What should cause a person to be fearful? 10:28-31 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Is fear a good thing? ________ Why? _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Psalmist said in Psalms 111:10 that "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 



wisdom."  Often times we fear man but we fail to fear God and his judgment. We do not 
serve Christ because of fear but because we love Him and we know He loves us. But fear can 
help us to flee sin and the lusts of this world and of the flesh.  
 
11. What do we need to receive our reward and the salvation of our soul? 10:35,38 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. If faith all we need to be saved? _________ What else do we need? 10:36 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
 

1.  Discuss what Christ’s sacrifice accomplished for us. 
2. Discuss what we must do to maintain our relationship with Christ. 
3. Why is ti important for us to be part of a church? 
4. What do we want to accomplish in a church service? 
5. Discuss the judgement of God and what that means to us as Christians. 
6. Do we need to be afraid of being lost and not going to heaven? 
7. How can you have a confidence that you are saved and going to heaven? 
8. What is the most important thing you have learned from this lesson. 

 
Hebrews 13:38  introduces the next section of this book.  Remember, that up to this point the 
writer has been encouraging the Jewish Christians to believe that Jesus Christ is superior to 
all the other people and ceremonies in the Old Testament, and that they can trust Him 
completely.  
 
Chapter 11 then is a testimony of what FAITH can do for you. 
 
READ HEBREWS 11 ONCE EVERYDAY THIS WEEK 
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LESSONS 9 

FAITH 
 

Hebrews chapter 11 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to : 
 
     1. Give 5 qualities of faith. 
     2. Give several examples from chapter eleven to illustrate the five qualities of faith. 
     3. Explain why Faith pleases God. 
     4. Tell how all men from the creation became righteous before God. 
     5. Define faith 
 
     Chapter 11 begins with what is often called the definition of faith. From this verse the 
writer begins to explain how faith works in our lives by illustrating how faith worked in the 
lives of others. 
 
1. What is the definition of faith according to Hebrews 11:1? 
__________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What then is the difference between Faith and Hope? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
3. What pleases God the most? ___________________ 
 
4. What is necessary to be saved? 
________________________________________________ 
 
5. What two things must we beleive? 11:6 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Many people believe in God but they don't really believe God rewards those who 
DILIGENTLY seek Him. They show this by seeking other things and people for their needs 
and rewards instead of seeking God. The are not obedient to god but they follow their own 
wisdom instead. 
 
6. How is our faith demonstrated? _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     The writer in trying to define the word Faith, begins to describe what faith does, how it 
acts, and its results. He gives us the characteristics of GENUINE FAITH.  Each of the stories 
in this chapter, gives us a characteristic or a principle of faith.  Read each of these stories and 
try to discover the principle it illustrates. If you don't know the story, look it up in the Old 
Testament and read it before answering the next question. 
 
7. Write the prinicipal of faith you discovered in each of these stories and be prepared to 
share it in class. (don't write the story but what you learned about faith from the story.) 
 

1. Creation 11:3 _________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Abel's sacrifice 11:4 _____________________________________________________ 
 

3. Enoch's translation 11:5 __________________________________________________ 
 

4. Noah and ark 11:7 ______________________________________________________ 
 

5. Abraham's leaving home 11:8-10 ___________________________________________ 
 

6. Abraham and Sarah and the baby 11:11-12 ___________________________________ 
 

7. Abraham and Isaac 11:17-19 ______________________________________________ 
 

8. Isaac's and Jacob's death 11:20-21 __________________________________________ 
 

9. Joseph 11:22 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

10. Moses' birth 11:23 _____________________________________________________ 
 
11. Moses leaves Egypt? 11:24-27 ____________________________________________ 

 
12. Moses kept the Passover? 11:28 __________________________________________ 

 
13. Moses crosses Red sea 11:29 _____________________________________________ 

 
14. Walls of Jericho fall 11:30 ______________________________________________ 

 
15. Rahab's salvation 11:31 _________________________________________________ 
 
16. Gideon ______________________________________________________________ 

 
17. Barak _______________________________________________________________ 

 
18. Samson ______________________________________________________________ 

 
19. Jephthah _____________________________________________________________ 

 
20. David _______________________________________________________________ 
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21. Samuel ______________________________________________________________ 
 
22. The prophets __________________________________________________________ 

 
8. What is the purpose of this long line of Old Testament heroes? 
_______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Christian Jew honored and revered all these characters, now they are shown that all 
all these too were saved by faith and not by the works of the Law.  The writer also shows 
them that Christianity is not a new religion but a continuation of what god began in the Old 
Testament. 
 
9. What are some of the things these people accomplished by faith? 11:33-34 
_____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. How can these be applied to our lives? ________________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Does faith always promise deliverance and victory in this world? 11:35-37 
____________ 
 
12. Does faith always promise prosperity in this life? 11:37-38 
_________________________ 
 
13. What is true faith built upon? 11:9,10,13-16 ____________________________________  
 
14. What is the promise that the Old Testament people looked for but did not receive but we 
 
have today? 11:39,40 _________________________________________________________ 
 

Faith does not garantee that we will escapte problems, trials and persicution in this life. 
Just because Christians have these problems doesn't mean that they don't have faith. The 
same faith that may enable some to escape trouble enables others to endure it. The same faith 
that delivers some from death enables others to die victoriously.  

We to often measure faith by what we see with our natural eyes. But faith is the 
"substance of things hoped for." And our greatest hope, and the thing we are waiting for is 
our heavenly home and the reward we will receive there for our faith in this life. We are 
strangers and pilgrims in this earth. 1:13 By faith we are desiring a better country. And 
because of our faith in the promises of God, He is not ashamed of us but has prepared a city 
for us. 11:16 
 
15. What were the Old Testament saints looking for that we are looking for too? __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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DISCUSS THE QUALITIES OF FAITH WE HAVE SEEN IN THIS LESSON AND HOW 
WE CAN APPLY THEM TO OUR LIVES. 
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LESSON 10 

FAITH IN ACTION 
 

Hebrew 12:1-17 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1. Illustrate the Christian life by comparing it to a race. 
     2. Write a list of rules for those who run the race in the Christian life. 
     3. Explain why God chastises His children. 
 
THE RACE 
 
1.  Who is running this race? ___________________________________________________  
 
2.  Who are the pectators? _____________________________________________________ 
 
3.  When did we enter  this race? ________________________________________________  
 
4.  Where are we running this race? ______________________________________________  
 
5.  When will we finish the race? ________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What are three things we are encouraged to do? 12:1,2 
 
    1. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
    2. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
    3. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  What are some things that might entangle us or hinder us running our best? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  How are we to run? 12:1 ____________________________________________________ 
 
Perseverance is one of the often forgotten Christian virtues. Galatians 6:9,  Revelation 3:11.    
 
9.  Give two reasons we should look only to Jesus? 12:2 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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10.  What price did Jesus pay to win? 12:2 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What was His attitude that helped him win? 12:2 ________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What was His reward? _____________________________________________________ 
 
13.  How can we know how to run? 12:3 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCIPLINE    
 
14. Who does God discipline? 12:5,6 
_____________________________________________ 
 
15. Who are we if we are never discipline? 12:8 ____________________________________ 
 
16.  What are we to do when disciplined in 12:9 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. What is the result of discipline? 12:11 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Discipline is necessary for spiritual growth so that we might become mature in all things. 
Discipline also enables us to win the race that God has set before us. 
 
18.  What should we do so that we will not suffer discipline? 12:12-14 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19.  Why should we walk in straight plain paths? 12:13b 
______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jesus even pronounced a curse on those that made a little one fall.  Matthew 18:6.  In I 
Corinthians 10:23-11:1, Paul talks about our responsibility to the weaker ones in the body. 
 
20. What should we be careful of? 12:15,16 _______________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. What was Esau's sin which he could not repent of? _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss the race that we are in as Christians. What is necessary for us to win? 
2. What can make us loose this race? What are our rewards for winning? 
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LESSON 11 

THE WORD OF EXHORTATION 
 

Hebrews 12:18 - 13:25 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Compare Jewish worship under the law with our worship in Christ. 
     2.  Tell what we must do because of our great privileges in Christ. 
     3.  Write 10 commandments God gives that we might please Him. 
     4.  Write a resume of the principal theme of Hebrews. 
 
WORSHIP  Hebrews 12:18-24 
 
1.  Where did Moses meet God according to Hebrews 12:18-21 
________________________ 
 
2.  What attitude did this meeting inspire in the worshippers? 
__________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Where do we meet God today to worship Him? 12:22 _____________________________ 
 
6.  Where is the heavenly Jerusalem and what is it? 
__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
       We don't wait to get to heaven to begin worshipping. See: Eph. 1:3,2:6, 3:10; I Cor. 
15:48; John 3:12; Heb. 6:4, 8:5, 9:23. God is calling us today to enter into His prescience 
with all his angels to worship Him. 
 
7. Who do we meet in the heavenly realm? 12:22-24? 
________________________________ 
      
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCUSS WHO EACH OF THESE GROUPS OF PEOPLE MIGHT BE. 
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8.  What is the first warning in verse 
25?___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What is the second warning in verse 28? 
________________________________________       
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  What will be shaken in verse 27? 
_____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This shaking is the breaking down of all the earthly so that the spiritual alone remains. 
 
     That last little verse 29 should put the  fear of God in our hearts. Because He is good and 
loving does not let us become familiar to the point of losing reverence and awe.   
 
EXHORTATIONS TO GODLY LIVING THAT IS WORTHY OF THE 
GREAT SACRIFICE OF CHRIST.  
     
11.  We are exhorted to do 12 things because we are in Christ.  Write them as you find them 
in the following verses in chapter 13. 
 

13:1 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:2 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:3 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:4 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:5 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
       and __________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:7 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13: 9 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:13 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:15 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:16 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
   13:17 ___________________________________________________________________ 
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   13:18,19 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  Why should we entertain strangers? __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Why should we not commit adultery or immorality? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Now, if we are to benefit from this study, we need to decide what we need to change, and 
how we are going about making that change. 
 
     Place an (x) in front of the command that you are having trouble doing.  Maybe more than 
one, but at least one.  Then write on the line below: 
 
14. How you will change your life to conform with God's will. 
_________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When you will begin doing it. 
___________________________________________________ 
 
If we know to do right and fail to do it, we are worse off than having never known.   
 
15.  What promises do we find in the following verses? 
 

13:5 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     13:6 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     13:8 ____________________________________________________________________  
 
     13:14 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Chapter 13 verses 20,21 is a short summary of all Hebrews is trying to tell us.  It is in the 
form of a blessing, perhaps a benediction that the author and maybe the church used. 
 
16. What is the theme of the book of Hebrews? 13:20-21 (write it in your own words) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
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1. What part of this lesson has really encouraged you?  
2. What correction have you received from this lesson?  
3. What is the most important thing you have learned from the book of Hebrews? 

 

Lesson 12 

GODLY LIVING 
 

James Chapters 1 & 2 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 

1. Explain the difference between trials and temptations. 
2. Tell the purpose of trials. 
3. Explain how we can overcome trials and temptations. 
4. Explain the difference between honoring someone and partiality. 
5. Explain how we can demonstrate our faith. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO JAMES 
 

The author of this book is through to be James, the Lord's brother. James became the 
leader of the church in Jerusalem at an early date and was known by all. The language of the 
epistle is similar to James's speech in Acts 15. James apparently was an unbeliever during the 
ministry of Jesus. (John 7:3-5). Christ may have appeared after His resurrection to James (I 
Corinthians 15:70 which led to his conversion. He was numbered with the believers in Acts 
1:14. 
 

The purpose of the book of James is not so much to establish church doctrine but to 
provide instructions for godly living. In 108 verses, 54 clear commands are given. James 
gives a practical explanation of "pure and undefiled religion." (1:27) 
 
READ James Chapter One.    
 
TRIALS 
 
1. Who is said to have written the book of James? 
___________________________________ 
 
2. What was the purpose of his book? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. To whom is the book written? 1:1 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What is the purpose of trials? 1:2,3 ____________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What should be our attitude in the midst of trails? 1:2-4 ____________________________ 
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6. What do we need to be victorious in the midst of trails? 1:5,6 (2 things) _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What two things can destroy our faith so we don't receive from God? 1:6-8 ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A double minded man is one who believes God but also trusts in other things. He can be 
full of faith in God one day but loose hope as the trial continues in his life. 
 
8. What must we not put our faith in? 1:9-10 _______________________________________ 
 
Why? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
9. What will be the result if we keep our faith in Christ when we are tested? 1:12 __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  In 1:2-12, James has talked about trials our problems that we have in our lives that God 
uses to test our faith and to make us perfect or mature in Him. Now James begins to talk 
about temptation to sin that we face in our lives and must overcome in order to lead holy and 
victorious lives. 
 
10. Does God tempt us to do evil? ______________ 
 
11. What causes us to yield to temptation and sin? 1:14,15 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What  is the final result of sin? _______________________________________________ 
 

Satan can only tempt us with things that we desire. So fleshly desires open the door for 
temptation. Jesus overcame temptation because His desire to please the Father was greater 
than His desire of food, wealth and honor. As we fill ourselves with the Word of God and 
walk in obedience to Him, our desire to please Him will overcome the temptations of life. 
That is maturity in Christ that James was speaking of in 1:4. 
 
13. How can we overcome temptations in our lives? 1:21-25 (2 things) __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. What must we do in order to be blessed in all we do? 1:25 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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15. What is the first step in true religion? 1:26 
______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What other two things are necessary in true religion? 
1:27__________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

"Visiting orphans and widows in trouble" is just one example James gives of what good 
works are in true religion. To often we associate true religion with preaching, teaching, 
evangelism, etc. Those are simply tools used to produce true religion which is holiness and 
godly living. 
 
PARTIALITY  James 2:1-13 
 
17. What example does James give of partiality in the church? 2:1-3 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. Is our tradition of honoring elders and church leaders partiality? 
_____________________ 
 
Explain ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Bible clearly teaches that we are to respect those who are authority over us. I 
Timothy 5:17 says that "elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor."  
 
DISCUSS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HONOR AND PARTIALITY AND HOW WE 
CAN HONOR PEOPLE WITHOUT SHOWING PARTIALITY IN OUR CHURCHES. 
 
19. What does partiality show about us? 2:4 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

When we honor someone according to I Timothy 5:17, we are respecting them for their 
good leadership, godly living and good works. When we honor someone out of partiality, we 
honor them because we desire to receive something from them. So our honoring is in 
hypocrisy and lust. There fore we honor the rich and powerful because we are hoping to 
receive something from them. 

Partiality is also when we regard a race or group of people better than another which is an 
abomination before God who sent Christ to die for all people.  
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20. Why is partiality sin? 2:9 
____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Paul puts the sin of partiality on the same level as adultery and murder. For once we have 
broken one law we are guilty of them all. 2:11 
 
FAITH AND WORKS  James 2:14-29 
 

James in this portion shows that faith must produce works or it is dead or of no value. 
 
21. What is the first kind of works that faith should produce? 2:14-17 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What is the second kind of works faith produce? 2:21-24 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. Can faith alone save you? 2:14,24 ________________ 
 
24. What else does faith and good works produce in us? 2:22 
__________________________ 
 

Faith must produce godliness, good deeds and obedience to God's word. The harvest will 
be our perfection and salvation, and the salvation of those we minister to. 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss why we have trials and temptations. 
2. Discuss how we can overcome trials and temptations. 
3. Discuss what true religion is and is not. 
4. Give some examples of different ways we can demonstrate our faith to others.  
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Lesson 13 

GODLY SPEECH AND CHARACTER 
 

James chapters 3-5 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
 

1. Describe two things that are necessary to be a good Christian and a good teacher of the 
     Word. 

2. Describe what pride produces in a persons life. 
3. Explain what it means to walk in humility. 
4. Explain what our attitude should be in the midst of an evil world. 
5. Explain God's covenant for healing. 

 
READ JAMES 3:1-12    
 
THE TONGUE 
 

It is interesting that the chapter on the tongue and wisdom begins with an admonition to 
teachers of the Word. Maybe it is because teachers have a greater responsibility to watch 
what they say because of the power of their words to influence others. 
 
1. Why do you think teachers receive a stricter judgment? ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What must we be able to do to be a perfect person? 3:2 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How is the tongue like a horse bit or a ship rudder? 3:3-5 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How is it like a fire? 3:5,6 
____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What kinds of evil does a tongue do? 
___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What good things can a tongue do? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Can anyone control their tongue? __________ 
 
8. What must we do so that we speak only that which is good? ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

James says that the tongue is like a fruit tree or a spring. The tongue only speaks what is 
in the heart of a person. A person may control his tongue for a period of time but when 
trouble or anger comes, what is in the heart comes out. The only way we can change what we 
speak is to allow Christ to change and control what is in our heart. 
 
9. How can our heart be transformed to what is good? Romans 12:1,2 (2 things) __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ James 3:13-18  
 
WISDOM 
 

A teacher must be one who can control his tongue and judge what he is going to say so he 
does not lead others into error. But a teacher also needs Godly wisdom to be able to teach the 
Word and apply it to peoples lives. 
 
10. What must we do if we lack wisdom? James 1:5 ________________________________ 
 
11. What is the source of human wisdom? 3:15 ____________________________________ 
 
11. What does human wisdom produce? 3:14,16 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What does godly wisdom produce? 3:13,17,18 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. According to James chapter 3, what two things are necessary to be a godly teacher? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ James 4  
 
PRIDE AND HUMILITY 
 
14. Why is there fighting and strife in the world? 4:1,2 _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. If we need something, what must we do instead of fighting for it? ___________________ 
 
16. Why do we sometimes fail to receive what we ask God for? 3:3 
_____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. What must we change if we are to receive from God? 3:4 
__________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. What else must we do to receive from God? 3:6-10 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We see that pride causes us to seek for things of the world, and to fight to get what we 
want. Humility causes us to repent of our sins, seek God, and trust Him to meet our needs and 
defend us from evil and evil one. 
 
19. What else does pride cause us to do? 3:11-17 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. What must we do when we plan for the future? __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

It is important that we plan for the future. The person who does not know where they are 
going will never accomplish anything in life. But in making our plans we must seek the will 
of God and allow Him to direct our steps. To many people make plans and than ask God to 
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bless their plans. Jesus always did the will of the Father. In the same way we must not do our 
will but be led by the Spirit of God. "For as many as a led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God."  Romans 8:14 
 
21. How can we be led by the Spirit of God in what we pray for and in our plans? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ James 5  
 
LET GOD MEET YOUR NEEDS 
 
22. Why will rich people be judged so severely? 5:1-6 
________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. What should be our attitude in the midst of all the injustice in the world? 5:7-9 (3 things) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. How can we be so patient? 5:7-9 (3 reasons) ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. What three examples does he give of patience? 5:7-11 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. What can we learn from each of these examples? 
_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
27. What will be the results if we promise things we do not fulfill? 5:12 
__________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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There is a lot of injustice in the world today. And often times those who are the most evil 
seem to be prospering the most. But God, the judge, is faithful and will judge every man 
according to his works. We must be patient, establish our hearts on the Lord, not grumble but 
endure hardships till the coming of the Great Judge who will judge all things without 
partiality. 

 
We must be careful to always speak the truth and to fulfill our promises. For God will 

also judge us for every idle word that we have spoken. Matthew 12:36 
 
28. What should we do if we need healing? 5:14-16 (2 things) _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29. What are the elders of the church to do? 5:14,15 (2 things) ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30. What kind of prayer is effective and powerful? 5:16? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Scripture often times links together sickness with sin. We know that sin is what brought 
sickness into the world. Many times sin opens the door for sickness to come into our lives 
and may hinder us from receiving healing. In Mark 2:5, Jesus tells the paralytic man "your 
sins are forgiven," and he was healed. Psalms 103:3 says the God forgives all our iniquities 
and heals all our diseases. Isaiah 53:5 and I Peter 2:24 puts the promise of forgiveness of sins 
and healing together. 

Here in James 5:15-16 we see that confession of sin must go along with the prayer of 
faith in receiving healing. The anointing with oil is not a magic exercise but a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit administering the healing power of Jesus.  
 
31. What final word of exhortation does James give us? 5:19-20 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Always remember that God's desire is not to judge and condemn people but rather to save 
and restore people. Jesus came to earth, suffered, died and rose again to reconcile people to 
God. Our greatest ministry is when we can be used of God to reconcile people back to God. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss what we can do to control our tongues. 
2. What is the results or fruit of Godly speech? 
3. What have you learned about walking in humility from James? 
4. Discuss the difference between the Old Testament healing covenant of Exodus 15:26 
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and the New Testament healing covenant of James 5:13-18. 
5. What is the most important thing you have learned from the Book of James? 
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LESSON 14 

INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF 1 PETER 
 

I Peter 1:1-12 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have completed this unit, you will be able to: 
 

1. Explain your identity, your community and your destiny in Jesus. 
2. Tell how you can be content in all circumstances of life that Christ allows you to        

            experience. 
3. Tell someone in the class what changes you intend to implement so that  you can cope 

     with what comes into your life. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
     This epistle was written by Peter who was one of Jesus' apostles.  Jesus had chosen him, 
and he was the first to confess that Jesus was the Christ the Son of the living God. It was he 
who first preached salvation on the Day of Pentecost.  When the church was first founded in 
Jerusalem, it was Peter who was the leader. 
 
1.  How does Peter introduce himself in I Peter 1:1? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What is an apostle? ________________________________________________________ 
 
     Peter wants to establish his authority to  write this epistle.  He says that Jesus chose him as 
his messenger.  Luke 6:13. There were many disciples but originally only twelve apostles. 
The ministry of apostle is one of those we find in I Corinthians 12:28.  The literal sense is 
"one who is sent".  It was at first synonymous with "missionary",  one sent on a mission as 
Paul and Silas were. In II Cor. 12:12 it says that the "signs of an apostle are signs, and 
wonders, and mighty deeds". 
   
IDENTITY 
 
3.  How would you introduce yourself if you were going to write such a message to the  
 
church? ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul some times introduced himself as a "servant" but at other times "apostle".  I would be 
careful not to take a title to myself that I really did not measure up to.  Peter and Paul not 
only had earned this title but God had given it to them. 
 
4.  From I Peter 1:1, to whom did he write this letter? ________________________________ 
     
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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needed some victims to blame it on, so put the blame on the Christians.  He had driven all the 
Christians out of Rome, the capitol, and they were now scattered in the provinces of the 
Roman Empire that are named in the letter. 
 
5.  What does he call the people he is writing to?  1:1 ________________________________ 
 
     Not only were they scattered, but they were living as aliens in a foreign land and 
environment.  They were the enemies of the state as well.  They were Jews but had been 
converted to Jesus.  They were now suffering for their faith.  
 
COMMUNITY 
 
6.  How would you feel about that time? __________________________________________ 
 
7.  What are some particular problems of  aliens? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They felt that they were outcasts from society.  They were not in their homeland where 
they were living.  They were not of the same nationality.  They did not belong to the 
community.  They were discriminated against.  They were probably poverty stricken without 
any of the earthly comforts. 
     Maybe they had begun to doubt their experience and their faith in Jesus as their Savior 
because instead of bringing blessings, it seemed that their conversion had only brought 
trouble and suffering.  They were asking WHY? 
 
8.  Have you asked the same questions? _______   Can you relate to their situation? 
________ 
 
     To reassure them, Peter begins to tell them who they really are. 
 
9.  In I Peter 1:2 who were they? ________________________________________________ 
 
     ELECT simply means chosen.  We as well as they are chosen of God. 
We did not choose Him. He chose us. 
 
10.  Who chose us? ______________________ 
 
11.  When were we chosen?  Eph. 1:4 ____________________________________________ 
 
12.  Why were we chosen? _____________________________________________________ 
 
13.  What were we chosen for? _________________________________________________ 
 
     We were chosen before the world began to be holy and to His glory. It was not because 
we were good but because he could foresee what He would make us.  A little like a coach 
choosing a player because he can see what he can become with good training. 
 
14.  What does that say about our standing and position in Christ? 
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______________________ 
     (Note that Peter takes pains to declare the doctrine of the trinity in verse 2.  He is the one 
who is often quoted as saying that we should be baptized in the name of Jesus only [Acts 
2:38].  Here the work of all three members of the Godhead are distinguished.) 
 
15.  What does the Holy Spirit have to do with this? 1:2 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Sanctification simply means setting us apart to a holy use. But there are two other 
elements here.  Obedience--that is what we do. Sprinkling--refers to our purification by the 
blood of Jesus.   
 
16.  How is the last thought of sprinkling different from what these people would expect? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Yes, they were Jews who expected to be sprinkled with the blood of the sacrifices made in 
the temple.  Hebrews goes into this thought in detail in chapters 7-10. 
 
     In verse 3 we have a "living hope" or a hope of life.  This hope is based on the 
resurrection of Christ.  The temple sacrifices all died never to rise again.  Our hope is living.  
He is alive.  Our hope is based on a living sacrifice.  If He lives, we shall live also. 
 
     Peter reaffirms that the source of their standing is grace in verse 2 and His mercy in verse 
3.  Notice that their standing is all based on what God does or gives, not on what they have or 
have not done.  To say that we are saints is only the truth.  We are chosen of God, sanctified 
by the Spirit and sprinkled (cleansed) by the blood of Jesus. 
 
    What was their need?  Exiles need identity, a home, security, and a future.  He has covered 
problem no. 1, identity. 
 
17.  Who are you? ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Introduce yourself to your neighbor using the identity given you by God himself. 
 
DESTINY 
 
18.  What is promised in verse 4? 
________________________________________________ 
 
What kind of an inheritance? ___________________________________________________ 
 
Where is it? _________________________________________________________________ 
 
How sure is it? ______________________________________________________________ 
 
When do we get it? ___________________________________________________________  
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Who is it for? _______________________________________________________________  
 
19.  Why are we, as well as our promised blessings, secure? 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They are for US. verse 4. 
 
     We are kept by the power of God.  Verse 5.  What greater      assurance or security could a 
man ask for? 
 
     By verse 6 Peter has arrived at introducing the problem that has caused him to write.  
Trials, suffering, persecution.  Do these things get the best of you sometimes  so that you feel 
heavy and discouraged?  We all do at times.  But here is the revealing of the secret:  THEY 
ARE ONLY FOR A SEASON, a limited time. Verse 6. 
 
20.  Why can we rejoice?  1:6 
___________________________________________________ 
 
     Our reasons for rejoicing are explained in verses 3-5.   Whatever is happening in our lives 
now is only temporary.  There is an assured future of blessing for those who are chosen, 
sanctified, sprinkled and recipients of the promises.  Why should we complain or give up?  
The world doesn't have this wonderful assurance.   
 
21.  Then how can we describe the life of the born again child of God? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Yes, we live by hope through faith in God.  In any circumstance, no matter how painful, 
we still hold on to our faith.  We are only pilgrims here on the earth on a trip to heaven.  We 
are all still away from heaven and home.  We must know who we are, what God had done for 
us, what He has promised us, and His ability to not only keep us but to guard our inheritance 
until we can receive it from His hand.  This is a pre-creation decision made by God with 
Himself, a decision to take us through and to give us our inheritance.  It can't be stolen, 
destroyed, or taken away. 
 
22.  What is our hope?  1:7 _____________________________________________________ 
 
     OK, so we live for the hope of "pie in the sky".  How do we handle what is happening in 
our lives right now?  If God is so good and so powerful, what is going on that I am suffering 
so much?  Is He punishing me?  Doesn't he care?  Isn't He able to deliver me?  How about all 
the precious promises?  My sinner neighbor doesn't have half my problems. 
 
     David had the same problem. Take time to read Psalm 73, at least verses 3 and 25-28.  
The wicked have their problems too, but they have no resource or hope for the future. 
 
23.  What is God's purpose for us in our trials? 1:7 __________________________________ 
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     Our faith is more precious than gold.  How can that be?  Gold changes its value, is lost or 
stolen. This faith is more than faith in general but faith in the living Christ, His promises, and 
His almighty power to fulfill what He has said. 
 
24.  Then what are we to do in our trials? 1:6 ______________________________________ 
 
     That is not easy but it works. 
 
25.  What else do we do beside trust Jesus? 1:8 _____________________________________ 
 
     Can you think of an illustration of this faith in a loved one we cannot see, and that faith 
waits patiently until the loved one comes home?  What makes the one who is waiting able to 
rejoice? 
      
     You remember that Abraham had received the promises of a homeland and many 
descendants.  He died before he saw the fulfilment, but the book of Hebrews chapter 11 tells 
us that he had seen it by faith and received what was already promised by faith. 
 
26.  What is our greatest hope? 1:9 ______________________________________________ 
 
     All the people of the Old Testament lived out their lives in that faith.  The law, the 
prophets, the tabernacle and all the rest were all fulfilled in Christ.  The prophets spoke of 
Him but never saw him.  They didn't even fully understand what those prophecies meant but 
they kept on holding on to God.   
 
27.  How does this apply to the exiled Jews, the people in refugee camps today, and to us 
who  
 
seem to be aliens in a hostile world? 
______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28. What does our knowledge do for us here and now? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PETER TELLS THEM TO CHANGE THEIR ATTITUDE FROM SELF PITY TO 
POSITIVE PROCLAMATION OF THEIR PERSON IN CHRIST, THEIR POSITION, 
THEIR PROMISES, THEIR FUTURE AND THEIR HOPE IN THE LIVING GOD.  
I Peter 1:13 
        
CONCLUSION 
 
     Tell your neighbor  in the class how you feel about the things that are happening in your 
life right now. Finally tell them what you intend to do to get out of the pity party you are 
holding, and begin to live not as aliens, but CHOSEN PEOPLE OF GOD with a great future 
that is guaranteed and secured for you. 
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LESSON 15 

THE  WORD OF GOD 
 

I Peter 1:10-12, 23-25 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished studying this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
    1. Explain the relationship of the Old Testament to the truth of the Gospel for us. 
    2.  Explain what the Word of God does in our salvation. 
    3. Tell what you intend to begin doing using the Word of God as it should be used. 
      
     In the last lesson we passed over some very important scriptures that bear on the Word of 
God.  You remember that we saw in verses 1-12 that God the Father chose or elected us, the 
Spirit sanctified us, and the blood of Jesus cleansed us.  Let us see what the Bible, God's 
Word, has to do with our life in Christ. 
 
     You remember in the last lesson that Peter was writing to Jews who had been converted to 
Christ.  They undoubtedly still believed in the Law and the Prophets which we call the Old 
Testament.   
 
1.  When was our salvation planned? _____________________________________________ 
 
2.  Where do we find the first prophecy of our salvation in the Bible? 
____________________  If you don't know,  look at Genesis 3:15. 
 
     The Redeemer was promised from the time of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and all the 
prophets.  They all spoke about it.  I Pet. 1:10 
 
3.  How many references to the Savior or the redeemer can you discover in the Old  
 
Testament? ______________________ Share with one another some of the places you know. 
 
4.  Did these people really understand what they were prophesying  about? I Pet 1:10,11 ____  
 
What do you suppose they expected? 
_____________________________________________ 
 
5.  If they didn't understand, why did God reveal these things to and  through them? 1:12  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Peter ties the Testaments together in saying this.  The Gospel of Salvation  through Jesus 
fulfills all that the prophets foretold. Peter says that even the angels who stand in the presence 
of God and bear God's messages would have liked to have understood, but didn't.  That is 
why Paul calls the Gospel a mystery. 
 
6.  How many Jewish teachers were expecting the scriptures to be fulfilled as they were? 
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____ 
 
7.  Who besides the prophets revealed the truth of the Gospel? 
_________________________ 
 
     Now in verse 1:23 Peter finally states the importance of the WORD to our faith.   
 
8.  Of what are we born? ______________________________________________________ 
 
     Here the seed is the Word of God.  We might think that it means that the Word is like a 
seed planted in our hearts that grows up to eternal life.  However, it is more likely that he is 
referring to the transference of life from father to child.  Abraham was promised not only 
many seed (offspring) but the SEED which was Jesus.   
 
   Now explain to one another what verse 23 means to you. 
 
     In verse 24 he compares the eternal nature of the Word of God with the temporary nature 
of "flesh" or "humanity". 
 
9.  Getting back to the  people to whom Peter was writing, what was he trying to impress on 
 
them? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These people were living like aliens, foreigners in a strange environment.  It seemed that 
they had lost all moorings.  The Old Testament teachings with the temple worship had failed 
them.  Now they had accepted the Gospel  of Jesus Christ, were believers, and still things 
weren't going so good.  There was confusion in their minds over the fufillment of the 
prophecies.  Peter reassures them that the Gospel is the fulfillment of their own Law and 
Prophets.  More than that, all the prophets and men of old who had prophesied these things 
were only temporary and had passed on, but the Word of God still stood.  He says:  PUT 
YOUR TRUST IN THE WORD OF GOD. 
 
10.  On what can we depend in this changing world? 
_________________________________ 
 
When things are all wrong.  When many voices are calling.  When doubts arise and we are 
hurting, what do we do? 
      
     Share with one another a story that illustrates how the Word has held you when all else 
and everyone else has failed. 
 
Think of those in prisons, in exile, hostages, war prisoners, those who travel in their work, 
those who live in a non-Christian home, in the work place, etc.   
 
11.  How can we prepare ourselves to use the Word of God more efficiently in self defense?   
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

  
64

 



In attacking and defeating the enemy? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The Bible talks a great deal about this subject inasmuch as this is the way God has chosen 
to communicate Himself to the world.  Hebrews says, "God... spake...by the prophets... in 
these last days has spoken by His Son..." John 1:14 says, "...the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us...". We have never seen Jesus, but we see Him in the Word.  READ IT, 
MEMORIZE IT, MEDITATE ON IT, and PRACTICE IT.        
 
     WHEREFORE  We run into that word again.  Knowing all the above will not do much 
good unless you practice it.  There are four things for us to do. 
 
12.  Write the things we are to do because we have heard and read the WORD OF GOD.  I  
 
Peter 2:1-3 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
           
Why? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO? 
 
     I, ____________________________ ask God to help me lay aside the following that are  
 
contrary to His Word.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON 16 

HOW TO LIVE AS HEAVENLY CITIZENS  WHILE STILL ON EARTH 
 

I Peter 1:13-22 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1. Write 5 things we should do because of this great salvation. 
     2. Explain our value to God in terms of the price of our redemption. 
     3. Tell 4 things you want to do because of the marvelous Word of God. 
 
     We have talked of how to live like a Christian in an ungodly and hostile world.  Peter will 
now get real practical and tell us some things we should do.  Remember, we too are strangers 
in a foreign land.  We are citizens of heaven living in the world controlled by the powers of 
darkness. 
 
     We finished lesson 1 at a  "therefore" in verse 13.  Because of our identity, community, 
and destiny there are some "oughts" to living out what we are.  Our faith must control our 
conduct.  If a person is saved, he must rejoice, but his walk must conform to the Word of 
God.  In recent times there has been a great emphasis on the surety of the promises and the 
necessity of claiming them until at times we forget that God as Creator, Savior, and Keeper 
has a right to tell us how to live in HIS KINGDOM. 
 
1.  Write 6 things you discover in I Peter 1:13-17 that we are to do because of His wonderful 
grace. 
 
     A. gird up ____________________________________________ (what does that mean?) 
 
     B. be _______________ (does that mean not to get drunk?) 
 
     C. hope _______________ 
 
     D. don't fashion yourself  
____________________________________________________ 
  
     ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     E. be ________________________________________________ (how is this different  
 
from being righteous?) We are declared righteous when we are justified by faith.  But WE are 
to be holy, an act of will on our part. 
      
     It might be good to assign some students to do a study on the word holy.  Compare it to 
righteous. 
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2.  Why should we be holy? 
      
     verse 16 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
     verse 17 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
    * All manner of conversation means not only speaking but all our conduct.  It is very 
popular today to stress worship and praise, but everyone does what he/she pleases.  Peter says 
NOT to fashion yourselves  according to what you used to believe and do.  You are citizens 
of a new kingdom and under a different set of standards.  
 
     Now in verse 18 we come to "forasmuch", or because.  There are solid reasons that we 
"should" do these things.  God is not only a God of law but of reason.  He tells us why. 
 
3.  Why "should" we live and be different from the world around us? 
____________________ 
 
4. What is the price of our redemption? 1:18,19 (redemption means to buy back. For 
example,  in the pre-emancipation South, some good, caring people would buy a slave and 
then set him free.  He was redeemed.  God, by the blood of Jesus, bought us back from the 
slavery of sin  
 
into which we had sold ourselves.) 
_______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you do not know this portion of scripture from memory, it is of prime importance to 
memorize it. 
 
5.  Why is this scripture so important? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Of what value are we to God? ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Maybe we are missing out on what God wants when we build self-esteem.  We simply need 
to affirm our value in God's sight when Satan tries to put us down, discourage us, and destroy 
us emotionally.  Our only real value is the value He has put on our head. 
 
7.  What can you tell the devil when he attacks you? 
_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When you doubt your salvation? ________________________________________________ 
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When the road gets long and hard? ______________________________________________ 



 
When you seem all alone and no one cares? _______________________________________ 
 
     We said in lesson one that we were chosen by God before the creation, but now He adds 
that our redemption was "foreordained" before the foundation of the world.  It is not an 
afterthought or a solution that God thought up after the fall.  WOW!  Meditate on that a few 
minutes. 
 
     Express to one another what that means to you!!!! 
 
8.  What are the last two words in verse 20?___________________  Who was all this done 
 
for? _______________  This is not a plural but a singular. 
 
9.  How important are you, fellow pilgrim, walking through this hostile environment?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  According to verse 21, who is this YOU he is talking about? 
_______________________ 
 
It can only be applied or appropriated by  those who believe in Jesus, believe that He died 
and that God raised Him from the dead, and now He has been glorified. (This does away with 
universal salvation.) 
 
11.  Jesus died for all the world.  God loves all the world.  Whosoever will may come.  But  
 
who are the children of the kingdom? verse 14 _____________________________________ 
 
12.  What is the product of a redeemed, sanctified, obedient, and purified life? verse 22 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Unfeigned love.  Fervent love.  Not passionate love.  Not platonic love.  Not self love.  
Not selfish love.  Those are worldly.  Agape love.  That is the love that gives up self and that 
which is most precious for another.  This is illustrated in God's giving of His only Son. 
Romans 5:5-8  Love is the ultimate fruit of a godly life.  It is the law of the Kingdom. 
 
DISCUSS HOW WE SHOULD LIVE AS CITIZENS OF HEAVEN HERE ON EARTH. 
 
What do you intend to change in your life style as a result of this lesson? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Let us take time to thank God for his undescribable gift of Jesus. 
 
Let us take time to beg forgiveness for  our carelessness regarding the gifts of God. 
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Let us ask God to help us live holy in an unholy environment. (A lily is never dirtied by the 
dirt in the atmosphere.) 

LESSON 17 

WHO ARE YOU AND HOW DO YOU ACT? 
 

I Peter 2:4-3:7 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain the meaning of Jesus as the Rock. 
     2.  Give a short lesson on the Church as the temple of God. 
     3.  Give the qualities of a man of God. 
     4.  Tell how we, as people of God, should live. 
 
     We have said that this letter was written to people who were living as aliens and felt they 
were refugees and exiled from their homes.  In this lesson Peter will give them an assurance 
that although they are scattered in a foreign land, they are still the chosen people and 
important to God. 
 
1.  What invitation does Peter give in 2:4? 
_________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What is the Lord in this analogy? _____________________________________________ 
 
3.  What two qualities does the stone have in this  verse? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These people were not happy as aliens.  They were not sure they could continue to live 
where they were.  They were being persecuted.  They needed security.  They needed 
something or someone who would not change or be destroyed.  The stone, Jesus, does not 
change, nor will He suddenly disappear.  You can count on Him.  When everyone else, 
everything else, and all religious systems have passed away, Christ will be still here. 
 
     He is a living stone.  Stones have no feelings, but Jesus does.  He has a sensitive heart.  He 
not only feels what we feel but is able to do something about it.  You can hold on to a rock in 
time of danger or storm, but this Rock  holds you.  You will  not fall or be lost.  
 
4.  What quality of Jesus gives you the most confidence? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  But what had the Jewish people done with this Stone? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     The Jews, much like men today, did not understand who He was.  They rejected Him out 
of ignorance.   
6. Verse 6 is taken from Isaiah 28:16.  Who is Isaiah talking about? 
_____________________ 
 
7.  In I Pet. 2:6, what will happen to people who believe in Jesus? ______________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ Check a modern translation. 
 
8.  What happens to those who reject Him? 2:8 _____________________________________ 
 
9.  But for us, what is He to us? 2:7 ______________________________________________ 
 
     What we believe about Jesus and what we do with that belief will determine our eternal 
destiny.  THIS IS THE ACID TEST FOR ALL HERESY AND FALSE DOCTRINE.  We 
can accept Christ and He will become the foundation of our life as well as the Church's solid 
foundation. 
 
10.  What is the cause of men stumbling and falling? 2:8 
______________________________ 
 
     Every person must encounter Jesus on life's road.  What they do with Him will determine 
their salvation or their perdition.  Isn't it interesting how Jesus can mean salvation to one, and 
damnation to another.  We can either stumble over Him or accept his help. 
 
11.  What have you done with the Stone? _________________________________________ 
 
12.  What are we who believe according to 2:4 (3 things) _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We too are stones, little stones.  We have the same nature as the Stone.  We too are living 
stones.  That is the character of the individual believer, but put us together and we become 
something else. 
 
13.  What are we corporately in Christ? 2:5 ________________________________________ 
 
14.  Then how are we related to the Cornerstone or Capstone? 2:6 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This description of Jesus as the Cornerstone is very important in that the house cannot 
stand without Him.  Some people teach that He is the cornerstone, that is the foundation of 
the temple.  Others teach that he is the capstone, that is the keystone in the arch that holds the 
whole building up.  (You might do a little research on the Roman arch of that day.)  
 
15.  What 2 other analogies describe the ones who trust in Him? _______________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 



 
     We corporately form the Church or the temple of Christ.  No one person is the Church.  
We need each other.  We depend on one another.  The Jews to whom he was writing had left 
the unity and support of the Jewish community  but they had formed a new support 
community, the Church of Jesus Christ.  We cannot stand alone.  Heb. 10:25 says that we are 
not to "forsake the assembling of ourselves together".  We need each other. 
 
TAKE SOME TIME TO DISCUSS THE ANALOGY AND ITS IMPORTANCE TO US. 
 
     The second analogy is that we are a HOLY PRIESTHOOD.  The Jews had only the 
Levitical priesthood.  Not everyone could enter into the tabernacle or the temple to worship.  
The priesthood was representative. But for the scattered Jews, they no longer could go to the 
temple or often even a synagogue for corporate worship.  Peter breaks the astounding news 
that EVERY BELIEVER IS HOLY and a PRIEST and WE ALL CAN AND SHOULD 
OFFER UP SACRIFICES TO GOD. 
 
16.  Who all can worship God? _________________________________________________ 
 
Where can we worship? _______________________________________________________ 
 
     How about in prison, in a Moslem country, in a mosque, in the kitchen, in Russia?  Isn't 
that enough to make you shout and dance? 
We are not only the temple but we are the priesthood. 
 
17.  What two adjectives describe the praises we are to offer? _________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
      
    Greater than all that is that we are of the same nature and substance as Jesus.  Now drop 
back down to 2:9. We find four more descriptions of our identity.. 
 
18.  Write the four descriptions of what we are: 
 
     1.__________________________________     2.________________________________ 
 
     3.__________________________________     4.________________________________ 
 
19.  How does this differ from the priesthood of 2:5? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
       
     Jesus was of the kingly tribe of Judah, not Levi.  We too are royal priests as we are 
children of God. 
 
20.  How does this differ from the worship of 2:5? __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Verse 5 could easily be oral worship, but here in 9 we find that our worship is living a life 
that glorifies and exemplifies His very nature.  Our daily lives are a worship.   
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21. From this verse, how are we to live as aliens in this sinful world? 
____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  How are we to live according to 2:11 (lust is simply irresistable desires)? 
_____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     How often were we told,  "You are a_______ or you are a Christian. Don't make me 
ashamed of you."  Maybe everybody else IS doing it, going there, etc, but WE don't.  When 
we recognize the price paid for our redemption, who we are, who we belong to, our identity 
in the Church of Jesus Christ, our eternal destiny, our privileges as royalty, we just plain live 
different. We live to show His praises.     
 
23.  Were the priests of the Old Testament set apart or sanctified to God to live, dress, and act  
 
differently? __________ 
 
     The King James version says that we are a PECULIAR PEOPLE.  Simply put that is a 
special people set aside to God.  Verses 13-20 describe the things we do and do not do.  
Remember that Christianity is practical and practiced. 
 

in 2:11 abstain 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

in 2:12 do _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  in 2:13 submit ____________________________________________________________ 
 

in 21:17 honor _______________   love __________________   fear ________________ 
 

honor ______________ (or president) 
 
24.  Why should we do all these things? (two reasons) verses 19-21 
_____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We will leave 2:19-25 for the next lesson. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
      

1. Who are you?  How do you see yourself now? 
2. How will this new appreciation of who you are change your life and style of living? 
3. Are you really different from the rest of the world?  Is your life style bringing glory to 
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God?  Does your oral worship correlate with your actions?  Are you ashamed of being 
different?  Has anybody even noticed?  Why not? 

4. Write what you have learned from this lesson and what you want to do about it.... 
 

LESSON 18 

WHEN CHRISTIANS SUFFER 
 

I Peter 2:18-25 and 4:12-19 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain why we as Christians suffer, and how to handle it. 
     2. Explain how we are to accept suffering as Christians using the example of Jesus. 
     3.  Memorize and explain I Peter 2:24,25 
 
     We have said that the people to whom this epistle was written were living as exiles in a 
foreign land.  They had been and were being persecuted for their faith.  Their persecutors and 
tormentors were pagans.  These pagans had never had the opportunity to see Jesus nor did 
they have the Word of God.  Their only witness to Christ was the lives of the Christians.  
That is why Peter emphasizes the importance of their conduct and attitude before the 
watching world.  They, and we also, are to be so like Jesus that they can know what He is by 
looking at us.  Isn't that a tremendous challenge?  Lets talk about it. 
 
1.  Why is our conduct and attitude so important in the world? 
_________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This is not legalism or law keeping but we are representatives of the King.  Paul calls us 
ambassadors. 
 
Read aloud 2:18-25 in several versions.   
 
2.  What should our attitude be when we are mistreated without cause? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Of course if we have done wrong or been rebellious, that is another story.  It is too easy to 
think we are suffering for  righteousness when it is our own sinful nature that gets us into 
trouble.   
 
3.  If that is the case, what should be our first step toward deciding how to react to our  
 
problems, suffering and pain? 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Many times we need to look at what we are doing or our attitude and repent before we 
complain or think we are being persecuted. 
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4.  Why do we accept suffering as our portion as Christians who live in Christ's victory? 1:21  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This is an unpopular teaching.  I don't suppose the people of Peter's day liked it any better 
than we do.  Peter takes this teaching right from the Sermon on the Mount. Mat. 5:11,12.  
Isaiah prophesied the redemptive sufferings of Christ in Is. 53:3-5.  Peter brought it up in 
chapter 1 verse 11 and now enlarges on the idea that we suffer just as Christ did in 2:21.  Paul 
in Gal. 6:17 says that he bears on his body the marks of Jesus suffering. 
 
5.  Do you think that it is a mark of godliness to suffer without complaining? _____________ 
 
6.  How are we to react or respond according to this scripture?  2:22 He did no ___________, 
 
no ______________  was found in His mouth, when reviled he ________________ not 
again,  
 
when he suffered, he _______________ not, but _________________ himself to (God). 
 
     How wierd can you get.  It surely will attract attention if you act like that.  That is the 
point Peter is making.  Accepting suffering is spiritual. 
 
     I Peter 2:24,25 are the key verses on the meaning of redemption through Christ's 
suffering.  
 What words in these verses express these doctrinal points? 
 
     1. Jesus death was substitutionary _____________________________________________ 
 
     2. His death gives us a new life _______________________________________________ 
 
     3. We can live righteously because our old nature died with Him. ____________________ 
 
     ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     4. Healing is in the atoning suffering at the whipping post __________________________ 
 
     ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This verse assures of both salvation and healing.  After all, sin and sickness all began with 
Adam and they are atoned for in Christ's suffering.  If you don't know this from memory, 
MEMORIZE IT as a weapon against the doubts and questions that Satan will attack you with. 
 
     He comes back to the same theme in 3:18. Christ died for our sins that we might live for 
Him.  He suffered that we might have life.  Our suffering is redemptive too in that our 
suffering might glorify Christ and others be brought to him as a result. 
 
7.  What will be your first thought the next time you suffer? 
___________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________  
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8.  How will you react the next time someone criticizes you or attacks you verbally? 
________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  How about when they talk about you behind your back? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10  What will be your reaction when the world notices you live, dress, act, and talk 
differently  
 
from them? 3:15 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  How will your children handle their being different (peculiar)? 
______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     You see, we are just like the people Peter was writing to.  We do not belong to this present 
world.  If you are not different, maybe you haven't really changed sides yet.  Give it a 
thought. 
 
READ I Peter 3:10-18 
 
12.  Can we suffer for doing good? 3:13 _________ 
 
13.  How does Peter think we ought to act when we suffer? 3:14 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If  we suffer.  This does not teach that we are to seek suffering as was popular in the 
post-apostolic era when Christians often sought martydom and suffering that they might 
recieve more honor.  But the Bible does does say that all who live righteously SHALL suffer 
persecution. 
 
A DETOUR TO NOAH and Christ preaching to the spirits in prison according to the King 
James version. 
 
14.  What is your explanation of 3:19-22? _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Some teach that when Christ died he went into Hell to preach to those who had died in 
Noah's day having rejected God so that they might accept Jesus.  This would be a second 
chance. 
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     I believe the preferable explanation is easier.  He says that it was not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit that the Eternal Christ spoke by the prophet Noah to the people of his day offering 
them a chance of salvation in the ark, just as He speaks to us today offering us salvation 



through his death and resurrection  The same water that lifted up the ark to save those inside, 
destroyed those that refused the way of salvation in the ark. 
 
     The same death of Jesus that saves the one who believes and receives Him, brings 
judgement on those that reject Him.  
 
15.  Do you believe there will be a second chance for those that have rejected Christ and died  
 
without repenting? ____________________   Heb. 9:27 
 
     The water that floated the ark brings another thought to the mind of Peter, that is the water 
of baptism.  He uses the ark of Noah as an analogy to explain.   
 
16.  Can water baptism save a person? _________ 
 
17.  What does save us? 3:21 ___________________________________________________ 
 
     No, water cannot wash away sin.  But making the decision to enter into Christ can, just 
like those that decided to enter the ark.  It is His death and resurrection that save.   
 
     Going back to suffering in 4:1 and 12 Peter summarizes his teaching on the sufferings of 
Christ. 
 
18.  What are we to do in view of Christ's suffering? 
_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This is in accord with what Paul taught in Phil. 2:5-8. 
 
     The last half of 4:1 is a hard  one to explain.  Try this: 
     Just as Jesus suffered and died in the flesh, then rose in a spiritual body, we too, as we 
accept suffering and learn the lessons it is teaching us, die to the fleshly nature and what it 
demands.  We then can live the new resurrected life He has given us. 
 
19.  Does that agree with 4:2? ______________ 
 
     Now, back to suffering. Read 4:12-16 
 
20.  Are pain and trials the norm for the Christian? __________ 
 
21.  Why do we rejoice in our trials and persecution? 
 
     in verse 13a ______________________________________________________________ 
 
     in verse 13b ______________________________________________________________ 
 
     in verse 14 _______________________________________________________________ 
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22.  Could some of our problems be a "judgement" of God? ___________ 



 
     Perhaps this means the work of God in our lives making a judgement on how we live to 
help us see our faults and purify us.  We often do not see our faults until they are pointed out 
to us.  It may be that our trials, tribulations and suffering will draw us nearer to him and 
farther out of the world. 
 
23.  Can you give a testimony or a story of how this has worked in your life or the life of  
 
someone else? _______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    For example, a young man called to be a missionary finds himself so wound up in 
photography while in Bible College that he skips prayer meetings to take pictures of 
basketball games as part of his work as a reporter.  One night coming home from a ball game 
at high speeds, his car is wrecked in an accident although all in the car were spared. Sitting 
on the side of the road, he asks, "What are you trying to tell me?"  He knew before asking 
that something else had replaced his call. The result; he left the job, sold out all photographic 
equipment and never went back to it again. 
      
24.  But what kind of suffering is not for the glory of God? 4:15 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
25.  If God is good and God is love can we suffer according to the will of God? 4:19  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Evidently yes, both from the scriptures and from experience.  Probably the greatest saints 
have been those that have suffered most.  Read Paul's list of sufferings in II Cor. 11:16-33.  
Or Acts 5:40-41 where they beat Peter and John and they go home rejoicing.   If we want to 
participate in His glory, we have to participate in His suffering. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Why do the Godly suffer?  Can we accept trials, tribulations, persecutions, and 
suffering as part of God's blessings? 

2. Can we rejoice in sufferings?  How do we benefit from them?  How do they glorify 
God? 

3. What do they say to the ungodly world? 
4. Have you changed your own attitude toward the trials and tribulations of life? 
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LESSON 19 

GETTING ALONG TOGETHER 
 

I Peter 3:1-12 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
      

1. Describe the attitudes that exist in a good Christian marriage and how they differ from  
             those of the world. 

2. Give some rules that will help us live together in Christian harmony in the body of  
                   Christ. 

3. Draw a comparison between the attitudes of the non-Christian with those of a child of   
            God. 
 
     We not only have received new life in Christ, but we have also estabished new 
relationships.  We are the family of God, the Church of Jesus Christ, or the Body of Christ.  
We recognize that we have new relationships but we often fail to change our attitudes in our  
daily lives.  It is often most apparent  
 
 
in our homes. 
 
     Remember in chapter 2 we talked about having been "born again of the Spirit" and the 
resultant changes in our comportment.  We made a list.  We were to lay aside certain things 
and begin to do others. 
 
     Now in chapter 3, Peter goes right home with us to help us check up on how we conform 
to the image of Christ in our family relationships.  See how you stack up. Peter says, 
"likewise".  In the home as well as out. 
 
CHRISTIAN HUSBAND-WIFE RELATIONSHIPS 
 
1.  Have you ever known some people who were wonderful people in church, in their  
 
witnessing, in their holiness, but at home they were tyrants, intolerant, critical, etc.? 
________ 
 
2.  Can you give two reasons that wives should submit to their husbands? 
________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The new Testament writers are not really male chauvinists, but they give reasons for these 
duties.  Wives, and husbands as well, need to live out their testimony before their unsaved 
mates.  Many don't. 
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3.  Do you think that this command to wifely submission is only a cultural pattern of that 
day?   
_________  What is the best way to win your mate to Christ? _________________________ 
 
   God is a God of order.  In 2:13 we are told to submit to the civil law.  It is not that civil 
servants are greater, smarter or better, but submission to order brings peace and harmony.  
2:17 says to honour all men. 2:18 says servants are to be subject to their masters. Today we 
would interpret it to say, employees obey your employers. There is an hierarchical order in 
the world established by God to keep it running smoothly.  We call everybody doing their 
own thing, an-archy. 
 
4.  How do you feel about 3:3,4? ________________________________________________ 
 
Is our manner of dress, or trying to beautify oneself sin? ________________  
 
The question is, "What is your motivation"? Pride, vanity, glorifying God, bringing honor to 
your head, your husband, attracting attention, keeping up with others or the world. 
 
5.  How does this subject come up here? __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They were foreigners in a pagan society.  The question was how much were they going to 
conform to the culture and customs of their host country.  How much were they willing to be 
a "peculiar" people, a people that were different? 
 
     It is interesting to note that Sarah is used as an illustration.  Sarah was so beautiful that 
when they were living in another country, Abraham was afraid that the king would steal her 
away and marry her. Gen. 12:12 
 
6.  Do you know a wife that is really not pretty but her life is so lovely that everyone admires  
 
her? _______________  That is holy adornment.  (If you don't like this, write Peter a letter.) 
 
7.  What are godly husbands to do?  3:7 __________________________________________ 
 
     The NIV Bible says for them to be considerate.  Paul says to love them as Christ loved the 
Church. 
 
8.  Name some ways a husband can honor his wife or show consideration for her. 
__________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chivalry is not dead in the Christian home. 



 
9.  What would he not do? _____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Do you suppose the non-Christian would notice such radical attitudes in a marriage? 
____ 
 
     There is no more place for the macho male chauvinist husband than for the vain and 
willful wife. If your spirituality has not penetrated and changed your family attitudes and 
actions slip down to 3:12.  You may think Santa Claus is watching, but God really is.   
  
11.  What might be a result of bad husband/wife relationships? 3:7 and3:12? 
______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What are the good things that happen to those whose attitude and actions are in accord 
with God?  
 

3:9 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3:10 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3:12 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
RELATIONSHIPS IN THE FAMILY OF GOD 
 
Read 3:8-12 
 
13.  How are these exhortations different from those in 2:18-20? _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  Write the admonitions you find in these verses: 
 
     verse 8 (4) _______________________________________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     verse 9 __________________________________________________________________ 
  
     verse 10 (4) ______________________________________________________________ 
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          ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  Which one is your most troublesome problem among these?  Write it below: __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16.  Why do you suppose there is such a strong emphasis on holiness  and a holy walk in this  
 
particular book? _____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     What so easily happens when we are a different minority in any circumstance?  We tend 
to compromise and conform to ease the embarassment.  Are we too in danger of the same 
thing in the church of today?  It was more than embarassment for them and some people 
today.  To not conform meant persecution and death.  It hasn't gone that far yet here in the 
USA, but it very well may.   
 
READ 4:7-11 as Peter gets back to the same subject of our life in the Body. 
 
 
17. In verse 7 we find another reason to live according to these admonitions.  What is it?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18.  Write a list of those things that we "ought" to be doing if we wish to please God? 
 
     in verse 7 (2) _____________________________________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
          Why? ________________________________________________________________ 
 
     in verse 8 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
          Why? ________________________________________________________________ 
 
     inverse9______________________________________________________           
 
     In verse 10______________________________________________________ 
 
     in verse 11 (2)___________________________________________________ 
 
         Why?__________________________________________________________ 
 
     Isn't the Gospel practical?  These are not laws in the legalistic sense, but principles that 
will either bring about happiness or misery.  There is a reason to do good.  It pays.   
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How about this overall principle: 



 
     FEAR GOD AND BE BLESSED----FEAR OTHER PEOPLE AND YOU BLOW IT 
Write some things that you are going to change in your family relationships.  Take them one 
at a time until it becomes a habit.  It won't be easy.  If you make the decision and do your 
best, God will give the needed power to change because He wills it. 
 
If you have been experiencing a lack of victory in your prayer life, your witnessing, your 
Bible study, your  communication with your spouse,  or even your sexual relationship, try 
some of these remedies.  They work.  Right now--Pray about it.  If you feel weak, have 
someone else pray with you. 
 
Tell your spouse what you have discovered and ask her/him to pray and work with you.  I 
Peter 3:7 says they are "heirs with you."  Don't be so proud you must do it all by yourself.      
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LESSON 20 

ELDER PETER'S COUNSEL 
 

I Peter 5 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Define the office of elder in the church by his duties. 
     2.  Describe the attitude of an elder to and in his ministry. 
 
1.  From what perspective is this chapter written? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In chapter one, Peter refers to himself as an apostle.  Now he adds the title of elder.  This 
term derives from the historical respect for age.  Jews, as most other cultures, gave respect to 
the older members of their society and these "elders" often formed their governing counsel.  
It was only natural when Paul founded churches and then moved on, to appoint "elders" as 
leaders of the local groups.  The term seems synonymous with overseer or bishop.  Later 
these titles  were given as a sign of authority or honor.  When Peter wrote he was thinking of 
a position of  responsibility. 
 
     Peter humbly claims the right to write as an elder to other elders.  He felt that as he was 
older in the faith he could share what he had learned. 
 
2.  Is the post of elder necessarily awarded by age or seniority in the church? _____________ 
 
     Maybe we could say that spiritual maturity was the criteria for selecting the elders.  At 
first they were appointed by the missionaries or apostles.  Later as the churches matured they 
were given this ministry by the church itself. 
 
3.  What special experiences especially qualified Peter to write with authority? 5:1 
_________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. DISCUSS what happens:  
 
    When people assume authority but are not qualified? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    When qualified people refuse to take responsibility? 
_______________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
    When no one takes responsibility? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
   
5.  What analogy does Peter use to explain the work and ministry of the elder? ____________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Describe how the work of an elder is like that of a shepherd. 
 
     What does he do for the flock? 5:2 ____________________________________________ 
 
     Why does he do the work? (Remember Jesus comparison between the hireling and the true  
 
shepherd?) 5:2 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     What is his attitude toward himself, toward the flock? 5:3 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  What does the spiritual elder hope to gain from his service? 5:4 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Certainly the post of elder or undershepherd is important, but we must keep a proper 
perspective on ourselves and our service.  It is an honor and an awesome responsibility.  Paul 
spends some time on this subject.  The sheep of a flock do not choose their shepherd, but we 
are not sheep.  We are children of the Head Shepherd.  We must be wise and Holy Spirit 
guided in our selection of elders.  If we are chosen, we must be not only conscientious, but 
humble. 
 
     In I Timothy 3:1, "If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task."   
  
8.  What word does Peter keep repeating in this book but especially in this passage?  5:5-7  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Submission must go with authority.  Christ the King of Kings humbled himself. If the 
elder is to be in the mold of the Chief Shepherd, he must humble himself and submit both to 
God and those who are older or more mature in the faith.  Woe to the man or woman who 
begins to believe he has it all and needs no one else.  
 
9.  What does casting your care on Jesus have to do with the elder's authority and humility?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 



     If you carry the care, you must think you can do the job by yourself.  When you give it all 
to Him you are acknowledging your own inability without Him but your confidence to fulfil 
your call with Him. 
  
10.  Why do you suppose the devil attacks the leaders the most? _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     BE self controlled, BE alert, BE strong and resist the devil.  Because the Devil wants to 
destroy your ministry, your effectiveness, and your life. 
 
11.  What great promise does he add to give courage? 5:10 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who will keep us? ________________________________  
 
12.  What will this God of all Grace do? __________________________________________ 
 
He will restore you, make you strong, and make you steadfast.  
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Has God called you to eldership? 
2. Do you think you can do the job?  
3. If you don’t, what can you do?   
4. Are you an elder in the faith, even though you are not elected to an office? 
5. Are you refusing to fulfill your shepherding ministry? 
6. What is your attitude toward yourself and your ministry? 
7. Do you have a problem in submission and humility? 
8. Are you fearful and afraid you will fail? 

 
This lesson is for you.  Address your problem.  Take it to Jesus.  He will help you fulfill what 
He desires in your life. 
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LESSON 21 

GROW IN FAITH 
 

2 Peter 1:1-15 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain how a Christian can live holy and victoriously in a pagan world. 
     2.  State why Peter wrote this second epistle and its theme. 
 
READ II PETER CHAPTER 1 
 
     The first epistle of Peter was written to encourage the Jewish converts to Christianity who 
were going through persecution and suffering. 
 
WHY DID PETER WRITE THIS EPISTLE?   
 
He explains it in 1:11-15  Write his explanation in the following verses: 
 
     in vs. 11  for so ___________________________________________________________ 
 
     in vs. 12  to be ____________________________________________________________ 
 
     in vs. 13 to _______________________________________________________________ 
 
     in vs. 14 because __________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     in vs. 15 that ye may be able to _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jesus had already told Peter at the last supper that he would die for Him.  But maybe God 
had given him a special revelation that he was soon to die.  Or it might well be that Paul had 
already been put to death and Peter realized that with the persecution that was following them 
that he might be next. This was his last will and testament to his people so they would not 
forget the importance of the Gospel.     
 
     He expresses no regrets, no fear, no worry, but only concern for them as their elder. 
      
     In the second epistle Peter warns of two grave dangers that face them.  The first was false 
apostles. They were men who claimed to speak for God, but really were speaking to serve 
their own lusts.  The second danger was false doctrine, especially on the subject of the return 
of Jesus. The church today still needs the same warning that we find in II Peter. 
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1.  What were the two great dangers that faced the church of the late apostolic age?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What is a prophet? _________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What is a false prophet? 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
     The false prophets are not a danger to the people of the world.  They are already deceived, 
believing error.  False prophets are one of the ruses of the devil to turn the true believer away 
from God. 
 
4. To what quality of persons did Peter send this letter of II Peter? 1:1 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Peter recognized that he was one with these people he is writing to.  They have the same 
Savior.  He too was only saved by grace.  But he does claim a special authority for writing in 
this manner. 
 
5.  How was Peter different from the people to whom he wrote? 1:1 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He had had actually seen Jesus and Jesus had chosen him to be an apostle.  They had  
never seen Jesus.  This gave him the authority to exhort  and correct them.  Although he is 
going to lay some heavy word on them, he first blesses them.   
 
6.  But how are they to get this benediction and peace of God? 1:2 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Begin to note how many times he will use the phrase, "the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord".  It is quite impossible to put our trust in someone we do not know.  We put our 
faith in a person who merits our trust. 
 
7.  How can we increase our faith in God and Jesus? 
_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This is why we are studying these lessons because the more we know Him, the more we 
can trust Him.  All blessings come through our faith in Him. 
 
     The difficult question is how do we live  in the world that always surrounds us.  2 Peter 
1:3 
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8.  According to II Peter 1:3  How are we able to live like children of God? ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. We are called and equipped to live lives that have special qualities. Four are mentioned.   
 
What are they? ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Note that these four qualities come through KNOWLEDGE of Him. 
 
10.  Did we decide to become Christians of our own volition? 1:3 ___________ 
 
     Not really, He called us.  But he called us for more than just to be saved from sin.  He 
called us to GLORY  and VIRTUE.  But that glory and virtue are acquired through knowing 
Him. 
 
     When we see the glory, virtue, and marvelous power of Jesus in the Gospels we begin to 
know Him.   The more we read and learn, the more we love and emulate Him.  It is like a 
young man who wants to become a great ball player.  He watches the greatest player he 
knows on TV.  He reads about him in the paper and magazines.  He talks to all his friends 
and other fans.  He will try to imitate exactly what his hero is doing. He may become like his 
hero.  In the same way, if you wish to be like Jesus, watch what He has done.  Read His 
book.  Talk about Him.  Imitate Him. 
 
11.  How can we be like Jesus? _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What has God already given us so that we might become like Him? 1:4 ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Where does your life differ from that of Christ?  Does He intend for you to REALLY be 
like Him?  What would you like to see eliminated? 
 
What would you like to add?   
  
    It is not only his example we follow, because we are not able in our own strength to do 
what He did and does.  We are weak because we are still very human with all the weakness 
of man.  But He has given us some wonderful promises. 
 
13.  What will these promises do besides make us like Jesus if we claim them?1:4 
__________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Hallelujah!  We do not have to do it in our  own strength. We can't. 
 
14.  What hinders us from doing what He asks and what we want to do? _________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  What promise do you know that can break the fetters of the flesh? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We can live in the way Christ wants us to by the means of the power of God. (1:3), by the 
means of the knowledge of Christ.(1:3) and by the great and precious promises God has 
already given to us. However, we must take them by faith.  But more than faith, we must do 
some things that he prescribes.  We couldn't even do these except by faith.  All our effort is in 
vain.  
 
16.  Write the seven things WE must do to attain to glory and virtue. Verses 5-7. 
 
     1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     4. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     5. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     6. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     7. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     To have faith without the Christ like life  is like a foundation without a building.  It shows 
that the builder has failed to complete what he intended and started.  However, the contrary is 
just as true.  Works without faith is like a building without foundations.  It just won't stand 
very long. 
 
     Did you notice that these seven  things or virtues, are very much like the fruit of the Spirit 
named in Galatians 5:22,23.  In the same way one must cultivate  plants to make them bring 
forth fruit, so we must  put forth some effort if we are to bear spiritual fruit. 
 
17.  Before we are ready and willing to exert that necessary effort, what is necessary? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Yes, we must recognize and admit that we aren't bearing Christ like fruit.  Anyone who is 
satisfied will not strive to add these spiritual fruit. 
 

  
92



18.  What will these spiritual qualities do for us? 1:8 
_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
19. What problem do those have who do not seek to bear these fruit? 1:8 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Sometimes we are spiritually blind.  We cannot see our condition.  Maybe the glare and 
glitter of the world system has blinded us so that we can no longer see our spiritual poverty. 
Jesus said in Revelations that we are to buy eyesalve so that we can see. 
 
     There are two kinds of people who cannot see their filth or rags, 
the blind or those who walk in the dark.      
 
20  What should we do then? 1:10 _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     It is not enough that we start but we must continue constantly in developing our spiritual 
virtues.  If we are not advancing, we are probably going backward.  A farmer who does not 
care for his  fields every year will soon go broke.    If we do not make an effort to develop 
these spiritual qualities, the world will soon drag us back down to their level. 
 
21.  What will be the result for those who will make every effort? 1:10 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  What will our reward be for our growth? 1:11 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. How do you choose to live? 
2. Have you recognized your spiritual barrenness? 
3. What do you intend to do to change the pattern of your life? 
4. Make some notes that indicate the things you intend to do? 

 
Now pray that God will help you day by day to keep on adding spiritual fruit in your life. 
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LESSON 22 

THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD 
 

2 Peter 1:16-21 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain why Peter wrote regarding the Word of God. 
     2.  Tell why Peter especially had a right to make definitive statements regarding the Word 
             of God.   
     3.  Repeat from memory I Peter 1:21 
     4.  Explain what you believe about the doctrine of Inspiration and defend your position. 
 
     We have already studied the introduction to II Peter in the last lesson.  Now beginning at 
verse 16 he establishes his authority to speak to the problems of heresy and false apostles in 
this letter. However, before he can condemn what is false, he must establish what is true. 
 
1.  Why was Peter concerned about writing this record of what he knew? ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Up to this time, about the only written record of God's word had been the Law and 
Prophets that we call the Old Testament.  The apostles had begun to write their letters to the 
churches, the Gospels were being written, and Luke was writing the history of the early 
church, but there was no collection of authentic scriptures.  Some other men who were not 
true apostles had begun to write both Gospels and Epistles.  Peter saw  the need of a 
definitive word from a true apostle. Paul was probably already martyred.  Peter seemed to 
know that it wouldn't be long until he too would be killed.  When the apostles were gone, 
who would and could  judge between truth and error? 
 
2.  What two statements in chapter 1 verify the above explanation? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  The word "remember" keeps cropping up in this discourse.  What are we to remember?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
4.  How did Peter get his information on the life of Jesus? 1:16 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What does that statement suggest? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Peter will talk about that later.  Yes, there were those who were preaching and teaching 
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cunningly devised fables.  The Gospel is too unimaginable, so men have always devised 
other explanations. 
 
6.  What 3 events establish the authenticity of his message? 1:16-18 
_____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     When they were choosing a replacement for Judas after his death, the qualification was 
that the person had to have followed Jesus from the beginning.  Later when the canon of the 
Bible was finally established it became one of the qualifications to establish the authenticity 
of an author of a book. 
 
7.  Where did Luke say he got his Gospel story? Luke 1:1-3 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     His message was researched from those who had been with Jesus much like a reporter 
would do.  There were others who went about teaching and preaching what they had made up 
or what they may have thought was true or what they had learned by hearsay. For some the 
Gospel was too radical so they either modified it or made up one of their own.  Some of these 
are still in existence in writing. 
 
     Some of these gospels taught that Jesus was not really flesh and blood but only spirit.  
Others said that He was not really the Son of God.  Some said that God created Jesus.  Etc, 
etc.  Peter said that he was an eyewitness and had heard Jesus speak.  His message was true. 
 
8.  On what authority could he claim that Jesus was the true son of God? 1:17,18 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. What is the "more sure word of prophecy" 1:19? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
It is the prophecies in the Old Testament that told of the coming of the Messiah.  Here are but 
a few: 
 
Gen. 3:15; 12:3; 49:10      Daniel 2:34,35   
Deuteronomy 18:15       Micah 5:12 
Psalms 2:2; 2:18; 110:1; 118:22; 132:11    Zachariah 9:9; 12:10; 
13:7 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 28:16; 42:1-4; 52:14,15; 53:2-5; 61:1,2; 62:11 Malachi 3:11  
Jeremiah 23:5 
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     Remember that Peter was writing principally to converted Jews who accepted these 
prophets.  He was saying that all he was telling them was only the fulfillment of those 
prophecies they already accepted. 
      
     All these prophecies were fulfilled in Christ, therefore we are to accept the Old Testament 
as God's Word.  Their fulfillment proves their authenticity. 
 
10.  Why should we take the Word of God seriously? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  What does the Word do in 1:19? _____________________________________________ 
 
     The Word of God is not like any other writing.  All others will dissappear with time, but 
the Word of God will always be there as a testimony to the faithfulness of God and His 
promises. 
 
12.  What should we do with the Word of God? 1:19 ________________________________ 
 
     We must heed it, trust it, and wait for its accomplishment. 
 
     What do you think I Peter 1:21 means?  There are several interpretations.  The Catholic 
church teaches that no one can interpret the Bible without the help of the church.  God gave 
the Word to the church and therefore it is the guardian of truth. 
     Some others would hold that there is only one interpretation of any verse and they have it. 
 If that were true, how are there so many differences of teaching?   
     Others would say that you cannot interpret a verse  by itself.  It must be understood in 
comparison and in accord with all other scriptures. 
     Others might say that no one man has the right or authority to interpret a scripture that 
does not line up with the teaching of the Body of Christ.   
     What do you think? 
 
13.  Can God show one man one thing and another man something else? ___________ 
 
That probably is the basic truth Peter is trying to state as in verse 21 he says that all prophecy 
originated in one God, therefore they are all in accord.       
 
14.  If that is true, is there a danger in forming a doctrine or teaching on one verse in the  
 
Bible? ___________ 
 
     Our interpretation of the Bible must agree with all the teaching of the Word of God, Old 
and New Testaments.  All parts are in agreement with all other parts.  We have no right to 
teach anything that is different even though we may think that we have a "special revelation". 
 Most false doctrines are based on teachings that will not accept this precept of Peter.   
      
HERE ARE SOME BASIC LAWS OF INTERPRETATION: 
 
     1.  All scripture must be interpreted according to the context in which it appears. 
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     2.  All interpetation of any portion of scripture must be in accord with the central theme of 
            the Bible. 
     3.  Any interpretation must agree with the generally accepted interpretation. 
 
15.  Are all 44 authors of the books of the Bible  in agreement? ____________ 
 
     Most of these men never saw each other or talked together.  They often lived in different 
lands in different ages.  However, they all agree on certain basic truths: 
     The character of God, how God hates sin, how He loves men, how He will save men by 
his grace, the person of Jesus Christ as the Son of God. 
 
     There are two marks of a false apostle: 
 
     1. They have a private interpretation of scripture. 
     2. They have another revelation beside the Bible.     
 
16.  Write the name of two groups whose teachings are founded on these two errors. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.  Did the prophet and apostles write what they believed  or thought? 1:21 _____________ 
 
18.  What motivated their writing or speaking? _____________________________________ 
 
19.  What or Who was the source of their messages?1:21 _____________________________ 
 
20.  Do they ever say, "I think, or I feel, or I believe that this is what God may be saying"? 
___ 
 
MEMORIZE THIS BASIC DEFINITION OF THE SOURCE OF THE BIBLE AND ITS 
INSPIRATION - II PETER 1:21. 
 
     This verse closely defines three things: 
     a.  It came from God. 
     b.  The Holy Spirit pushed the author to write. 
     c.  The message was not sought for but came by God's will.      
 
     Lets look at why some of the writers claim to have written: 
 
21.  John 20:31 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  Peter - II Pet. 1:14,15 _____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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23. Paul in Romans 1:14-16 ____________________________________________________ 
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24. John in Revelations 1:11 
____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. Isaiah in Isaiah 6:9 ________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. Jeremiah 1:5 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
27. Ezekiel 1:3 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
28.  Did all their messages come to pass? _______________ 
 
Here is the importance of this lesson: 
     The Bible IS the Word of God. 
     The Bible's message is authentic, correct and will come to pass. 
     The messenger, the prophet, speaks for God. 
 
Today it is popular to say that the Bible "contains the word of God". 
or the Bible is "a word of God", but the Bible says it is the Word of God.  A famous French 
philosopher, Rene Pache, found 3,808 verses in the Bible where the writer claims that his 
message came from God. 
 
28  What does this lesson say to you? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29.  What will change in your life because of this lesson? 
_____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON 23 

MARKS OF A FALSE PROPHET 
 

2 Peter 2 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1. Describe the marks of a false prophet. 
     2. Tell the manner a false prophet acts and his motivation. 
     3. Tell the end of false prophets or apostles. 
 
     Peter had established two things in chapter 1: First that he was a true apostle for several 
reasons, and as a true apostle he had the right and duty to correct the errors in the churches.  
Secondly, he established the fact that there already existed an inspired body of truth that was 
the plumbline of all teachings. 
 
     Wherever there are true prophets, false prophets also will show up.  See II Chronicles 
18:4-13.  Satan always imitates the works of God. 
 
1.  From where do false prophets get their messages? ________________________________ 
 
2.  Here is what they will do ( 2 things): 2:1 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Notice that these false prophets were not from outside because they were among them.  
They were heretics. A heretic is defined as one who holds teachings that are contrary to HIS 
religion.  They denied the Lord that bought them.  They denied that Christ came in the flesh 
and died for our sins. If any person will not confess that Jesus, the Son of God, is the only 
means of salvation, that person is a heretic and if he teaches others, he is a false apostle or 
prophet. 
 
3.  What is the end of such people? 2:1 ___________________________________________ 
 
4.  Will they have many followers? 2:2 ______________  Having a good following is no 
 
indication of teaching the truth.  Satan is only too happy to make the false prophets prosper. 
 
     Remember in II Chronicles there were 400 false prophets against poor Elijah alone.  How 
about the door to heaven and the door to hell? 
 
5.  How many find the narrow road and how many take the wide road? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6.  What is the result of heretics and false prophets to the church? 2:2 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Why do these false prophets work so hard to convert people to their way?  2:3 _________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
So zeal is not the mark of  truth or true prophets.  You notice that they are coveteous.  They 
love money.  The love of money is the root of all evil. Many a true man of God is turned into 
a heretic for the financial gain. 
 
8.  What marks of a false prophet do we find in 2:10? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     You will notice that these characteristics are contrary to the marks of a true child of God 
that is humble, teachable, and quiet. Did you ever meet some of these people in the church?  
(Not ours of course.) These are the characteristics of Satan.  They are like their father. 
 
9.  What are they compared to? 2:12 ___________________  An animal is only interested in 
 
the physical, natural functions. They will be destroyed like animals too. 
 
     A man should be ashamed to do the things an animal does in public.  But these are worse 
than brute beasts, they do them openly and deliberately.  A sinner sins at night in the dark, 
but these men do it openly, brazenly and then boast about their liberty.  They are a shame to 
the church. 
 
10.  Is he describing people of the world or supposed Christians? _________ 
 
They testify, they preach, they teach, they lead others.  They are more dangerous than the 
devil who goes about like a roaring lion.   
 
11.  With whom do they like to associate? 2:13 _____________________________________ 
 
12.  There are three more marks in 2:14.  What are they? _____________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13.  With whom are they compared? 2:15 _________________________________________ 
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pass.  But, he was disobedient, preferring money to obedience.  When he could not get the 
reward from prophecy, and could not stop God's blessing on Israel, he seduced them into 
adultery.   Read the story in Numbers 22. 
 
14. Are there those kinds of people in the churches today? ____________ 
 
15.  Are there some supposedly Christian leaders that will  seduce people to get them under 
their power?  Remember Jim Jones? 
 
     Far too often the Gospel is being adulterated so that more people will follow.  Nothing is 
sinful.  Pay close attention to those that are corrupt lest they corrupt you. 
 
16.  Why do false prophets deceive Christians? _____________________________________ 
   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     How many Christians have fallen away for the love of money?  They will believe 
anything that will allow them to satisfy their greed. 
 
We have found 14 marks of false prophets in verses 1-16.  Go back and either underline them 
or make a list of their characteristics so you will know them when you see them. 
 
17.  What does Peter compare them to in 2:17? _____________________________________ 
 
18.  How are they like dry wells? ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Yes, they promise to satisfy thirst, but they give nothing.  It is the same figure of speech in 
the idea of clouds in the hot summer but they actually bring no refreshment. 
 
19.  What will be their recompense? 2:17 
__________________________________________ 
 
20.  What else do they promise? 2:19 
_____________________________________________ 
 
21.  But what do they really give? 2:19 ___________________________________________ 
 
     I'm sure Jim Jones promised the people liberty, prosperity, and happiness, but he only 
gave them disaster.  See how Satan imitates even God's promises.  Jesus promises and gives 
liberty.  Satan brings us into slavery.  If we give ourselves to do what he suggests, we 
become his servants. You need to memorize verse 19 to help you never to yield to the 
temptations that promise so much. Any action you repeat becomes a habit, the habit becomes 
a way of life, and the way of life becomes your master.  Be careful what you try. 
 
GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF THIS SORT OF SLAVERY AND ITS BEGINNING. 
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22.  What is worse than being a sinner? 2:21,22 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Whenever someone offers a new teaching that seems to allow you more liberty, be careful.  
The man that ministers for money, be careful.  The arrogant leader, be careful. 
 
23.  Will these false prophets and heretics get by? Look back to 2:3. ___________ 
 
Discuss the meaning of the analogy of Noah and the ark in comparison to people of our day. 
 
24.  Why was Sodom and Gomorrha destroyed?  2:6 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
25.  What is the point of these two examples? 2:9 ___________________________________ 
 
     Don't get discouraged because the wicked seem to prosper while the righteous seem to 
suffer. (That was the problem these people were having in the first part of I Peter.)  In the end 
God makes all things right.  A righteous God will do righteously.  This is a word of 
encouragement for those under persecution, suffering, and trials. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. What have you learned in this lesson?  Are there false prophets today? 
2. Are they in our churches?  Would you recognize them?   
3. How tolerant are we to be when people begin to show heretical trends? 
 Watch their motives.  Watch their actions.  Watch their teachings.  Watch their words. 
4. If Peter was disturbed in his day, how should we feel today in the times of apostacy?  
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LESSON 24 

JESUS IS COMING, HOW SHALL WE LIVE? 
 

2 Peter 3 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
      
     1. Describe the error regarding the coming of Christ that Peter was writing against.   
     2. Give several reasons we are to wait patiently for the coming of the Lord. 
     3.  Explain how and when Jesus will come again. 
     4.  Give 6 things we should be doing while we await His coming. 
 
    If you read the last chapter in II Peter clear through at a setting, I think you would have 
seen how righteously indignant he was, if not plain mad.  He was upset by men who claimed 
to be apostles, but were really mercenaries.  One of the heresies they taught was about the 
second coming of Christ.   
 
1.  In 3:1 what did Peter give as his motive for writing both this and I Peter? 
______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This is not a new revelation, but rather an explanation and a defense of the truth as it 
already was revealed.   
 
2.  Why is it necessary for pastors and teachers to go over the same lessons over and over  
 
again? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What did Jesus promise in John 14:3? 
__________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  According to Jesus, when will he come again? ___________________________________ 
 
5.  What will happen to us at that time? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What did He tell the disciples about the time of his return in Acts 1:7? ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  When He had ascended into heaven, what did the angels tell them about the manner of His  
 
return? _____________________________________________________________________ 
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8.  What do you gather from these promises about the time and manner of His return to earth? 
 Summarize in your own words. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     I have asked you to write your findings so that you will not be able to say that is 
so-and-so's doctrine or teaching. Once you find the answers for yourself, no one can turn you 
away.  Peter says,            "Remember what the prophets and the apostles of Jesus said". 
 
9.  Why did Peter go right back to the words of Jesus? 3:3 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Beware of teachers with new explanations or new theories, especially those based on 
some sort of logic to explain why what they used to teach is no longer true, or even do away 
with the future coming of Jesus to judge the wicked. 
 
10.  What church or doctrine today has confused teachings regarding His return? __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  What do they teach that is contrary to these basic doctrines? _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There is only a little space left for an answer but several false teachings can be discussed 
in class as different members of the class will have different answers according to their own 
personal experience. 
 
     One group taught that Jesus would come on a certain day, but when He didn't, they 
changed the day. 
 
     Aother group teaches that the coming of the Holy Spirit was the coming of Christ. 
 
     Some say that His return is only in the hearts of men. 
 
     Etc,etc. 
 
12.  Who knows the time of His coming? Mat. 24:36 ________________________________ 
 
13.  Why do some laugh at our teaching on the soon return of Jesus? 
 

3:4 __________________________________________________________________ 

  
106

3:5 __________________________________________________________________ 



 
     Men refuse good doctrine either because of arrogance or ignorance.  We, ourselves, can 
get discouraged in our waiting and begin to seek another explanation.  Peter gives both an 
answer and an argument. 
 
14.  To what does he compare the delay of Jesus' coming? 3:5,6 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

He argues that just as in the time of Noah men scoffed at Noah for preaching for 120 
years while building the ark, so men scoff today.  But just as surely as Noah's prophecy was 
fulfilled when the time came, so will the prophecy of Christ's coming. 
The only difference is that water destroyed the world of Noah but fire will destroy it this next 
time. 
 
15.  What is his second argument that Jesus will surely return just as He said he would? 3:8,9  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He states a truth that is basic.  GOD IS OUTSIDE OF OUR TIME FRAME OF 
REFERENCE.  Even though he speaks of time and seasons in His Word, they are based on 
our concept of time.  Time and space are directly related. For example 50 miles (space) per 
hour (time).  The speed of light.  Etc.  However those are terms of His universe.  He is not 
within that continuum.  Here is a practical example: 
 
     If I would go to the Rose Bowl parade they would give me a place and for the next 3 hours 
it would pass before my eyes.  It is five miles long. But if the helicopter news man goes up to 
the right altitude, he can see both ends of the parade in one glance.  He is out of my 
landbound time frame of understanding. 
 
16. If that didn't help, try to illustrate verse 8 for yourself. ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.In any case, what is His purpose for the seeming delay of His return? verse 9 
___________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     It is like holding the plane until the late passenger makes it.  They wouldn't have to wait, 
but they do out of the goodness of their hearts.  Look at 3:15 too. 
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     Peter then discusses THE DAY OF THE LORD.  Throughout the Old Testament this 
terminology is used to express the time when God will judge the wicked nations and finally 



set all things right.  It might be well to look this up in the concordance and see what it means. 
 Here Peter skips beyond the second coming at the rapture ( I Thes. 4: 14-17 and arrives at 
the great judgement of the world for its sin. (I Thess. 5:1-3) This is spoken of in Rev. 21:1.  
Don't spend too much time discussing the details of these doctrines because Peter is not 
giving a doctrinal teaching but refuting error.  
 
18.What will happen in the DAY OF THE LORD? 3:10,12 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE HERE AND NOW?  3:11 
 
     We can spend a great deal of time arguing about the details of prophecy, but Peter cuts 
right down to the heart of the question.  How does this affect your daily life? 
 
19.  What is the first thing we are to do? verse 11 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     King James says "conversation", but it really should read "conduct".  This is in contrast to 
the false apostles and prophets who claimed to know all the answers but lived in vile sin. 
 
20.  What is the second admonition in verse 12? ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21.  What is the third admonition in verse 14? ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What is the fourth in verse 17? _______________________________________________ 
 
23.   And in verse 18 we are to grow in two things. __________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Notice that there is something for us to do to make us grow. We grow in knowing the 
Word of God.  The more we know of Him the more we will be like Him.  Enoch walked with 
God until one day he was just good enough that God took him home.  Secondly, we grow 
through our experiences in Him.  That is why Peter took so long to explain our suffering, our 
trials and  persecutions as a way God is preparing us for Himself. 
 
In a short phrase state what we are to be doing now while waiting for the return of Jesus. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24.  Discuss how we can haste the day of His coming 3:12.  What is He waiting for? _______ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

See question 17.  Yes, He is waiting for all the redeemed to accept Him.  But how will 
they know if we don't tell them?  Therefore, what is the first and most important thing for us 
to do now while we wait?   
 
     Jesus said that when the Gospel has gone into all nations, He will come again. Mat 24:14. 
 
     If we truly believe He is coming again and that that fact should affect our daily lives here 
and now, we need to reevaluate what we are doing in the light of the promise and the 
commandments of this book. 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
What do you intend to do now that you have studied this book?   
 

1. What is more important than being able to explain prophecy?  
2. How does this book affect you personally?   
3. Does it make you afraid or encourage your heart to know that He is coming first for 

us, then to right the wrongs of the world through its destruction?  It all depends on 
how we are now living. 
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LESSON 25 

THE DEFENSE OF OUR FAITH 
 

JUDE 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you have finished this lesson you will be able to: 
      
     1.  Explain who Jude was and how his book is related to II Peter. 
     2.  Give 10 characteristics of those who destroy the church. 
     3.  Write 6 things we must do so that we will not fall. 
     4.  Recite a verse from memory that shows how we can keep from falling. 
 
READ THE WHOLE BOOK OF JUDE WITHOUT STOPPING. 
 
     The book of Jude is very small, but it is longer than some others.  It resembles II Peter 
very much and has the same message.  That is why we are studying it in this course.  Some 
would say that Jude copied Peter's letter.  No, but Peter and Jude knew each other and he was 
a brother of Jesus and James. They had common backgrounds and experiences.  They also 
wrote under similar circumstances and about the same time. We must also add that the same 
Holy Spirit was speaking through both of them. They really were written by the same author 
you see. 
 
1.  Who was Jude? __________________________________ 
 
2.  What does he say about himself? Jude 1 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Give three reasons that Jude is very much like II Peter. ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    It is unknown as to whom this epistle was addressed. It is called a General Epistle because 
it was not written to a special person. 
 
4..  In verse 3 to whom does he say he is sending this letter? 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Give three reasons he wrote it. verse 3 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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    Jude, as well as Peter, thought of himself as a shepherd  of God's flock.  He saw similar 
dangers entering the church.  He therefore is writing to warn them to be ready to defend their 
faith.   Just as today, Satan is attacking the church.  These attacks will become more intense 
as the Last Days approach.  We need to know the tricks of the devil and how to handle them. 
 
6.  What does the devil use to attack the believers?  Jude 4 
____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Where will we find these evil persons? verse 4 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We often worry about persecution such as from humanists and communists, but they are 
not really the problem.  Satan cannot destroy the church from without, so he will use those 
who are in the church. 
 
HOW TO BEAT THE DEVIL. 
 
8.  Be able to recognize Satan's tools.  It sounds like the list in II Peter.  What are the first  
 
three character traits.  Verse 4. __________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
and in verse 7 another _________________________________________________________ 
      
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
and in verse 8 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
and in verse 10 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
two traits in verse 11 _________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
four traits in verse 12 _________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Here are 5 analogies: 
 
     They are like _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  
111



     They are like _____________________________________________________________ 
 
     They are like _____________________________________________________________ 
 
     They are like _____________________________________________________________ 
 
     They are like _____________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jude was not very nice, but like God, he hated sin. 
 
DO YOU THINK YOU WOULD RECOGNIZE ONE OF THESE FALSE CHRISTIANS IF 
YOU SAW ONE?   That is important in that we often are following false teachers because 
they promise so much but really are wicked people. 
 
9.  Who are they like? See  Gen. 4:1-16 and Numbers 22:25 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  What did Kore do? Numbers 16 _____________________________________________ 
 
     The Bible tells us that rebellion is a sin against God that deserves death.  Rebels are 
egotistical, selfish.  They do nothing for others.  Although they are in the church they bear no 
spiritual fruit. Rather, they bear fruits of the flesh.   
     Jude was saying that true Christians need to distinguish the true from the false.  This type 
of judging is not forbidden.  Do you like to buy fruit in a paper sack without looking at them? 
 That would be judging.  These kind of people will even be at the judgement and claim to 
have done many good works in the name of Jesus.  Jesus will not even know them as their 
deeds are evil. 
 
11.  Why did Jude give us all these bad identifying marks? 
____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Remember that the Bible says that Satan himself will disguise himself as an angel of light. 
 All people that claim the name of Christ do not belong to Him. 
 
12.  Who is the father of all who bear such fruits? ___________________ 
 
THE JUDGEMENT ON THESE FALSE CHRISTIANS. Verse 5 
 
13.  What did God do for those who do not believe? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  What did God do for the angels that did not keep their place but became rebellious?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Satan and his angels are arrogant and proud. 
 
15.  Where are these rebellious angels now? _______________________________________  
And what is their final destiny? 
__________________________________________________ 
 
16.  What was the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah? verse 7 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.  What was their sin? _______________________________________________________ 
 
18.  Why was the story of Sodom written in the Bible? _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     All these gruesome stories were written for our instruction.  They teach us the holiness 
and justice of God as well as His mercy and grace. 
 
19.  What will God do for the wicked church people? verse 13 
_________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jude just can't stop talking about these wicked people.  In fact he recounts two stories that 
we do not find in the Old Testament.  One is in verse 9 and the other in verse 14.  These were 
stories that the prophets used for oral traditional teaching.  The Jewish rabbis had lots of 
these that they used, but they were not included in the Bible.  However we can be sure that 
they are true because God by His Holy Spirit included them here in this inspired book. 
 
20. What characteristic did the archangel manifest in contrast to these false teachers? verse 9  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21.  How will a true servant of God speak? vs. 10 ___________________________________ 
 
     Although we call God Father, and we have the right to enter into His presence as His 
child, and even though He loves us unlimitedly, we must not forget that He is GOD 
Almighty.  We must never become careless or arrogant.  Some religious leaders become very 
proud and vain because God has used them in a special way.  They are in great danger.  True, 
we are King's Kids but remember that even they only operate and exercise that position by 
the grace of their father. 
 
     He describes these men as uprooted trees that have dried out, only good for burning, or the 
waves bringing up the filth on the beach.  Jude can't seem to find a figure of speech that will  
adequately describe their vileness.  The analogy to stars reminds us of Revelation 12 and 
20:10.   
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22.  What will be their end? 14,15 _______________________________________________ 
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     This kind of people begin to feel that they will escape God's judgement because they have 
served Him.   The day of judgement will surely find them out. 
 
23.  In verses 16-19 Jude gives some more of their qualities that seem not all that wicked, but 
what does God think of them?  Write one word that describes each of them. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CAN YOU THINK OF SOMEONE WHOM THESE WORDS DESCRIBE TOO WELL? 
 
DO SOME OF THEM DESCRIBE YOU? 
 
THERE ARE SEVERAL THINGS WE ARE TO DO SO THAT WE WILL NOT FALL 
INTO THE TRAP OF SATAN. 
 
24.  In verse 17 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
25.  In verse 20 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
26.  Another in verse 20 _______________________________________________________ 
 
27.  In verse 21 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
28.  Again in verse 21 _________________________________________________________ 
 
29.  What are we to do for those who have problems and may even manifest some of these  
 
traits? vs.22,23 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Although we are instructed to recognize them by their fruits, it is only God who is 
righteous and can bring them into judgement.  Perhaps they will repent if we confront them 
with their error, manifest the love of Christ, and do our best to bring them back to repentance. 
 
30.  After all this tough talk against sin and fearful curses, what promise does he offer so that 
we will not fall?  Write it out in full and learn it by heart.  This is the WORD that is the 
sword of the spirit. Verse 24. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Can you describe the character of the false apostles, teachers, and leaders?   
2. Can God keep you? 
3. What have you learned from Jude? 
4. How can you use it in your daily walk with God? 
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