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INTRODUCTION 
 
     This book is written to train those who would like to be ministering to others.  It would be 
good if they have already completed a study of one of the Gospels because Acts is a 
continuation of the work of Jesus by the Holy Spirit through the apostles. 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you finish this book, you will be able to: 
 

1. Recount how the Church of Jesus Christ was founded and how it spread throughout 
the world in the first century after Christ. 

2. Know how to minister the Gospel of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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LESSON 1 

THE LAST WORDS OF JESUS 
 

Acts 1:1-12 
 
OBJECTIVE:  When you finish this lesson, you will be able to show why a disciple needs the 
Holy Spirit in his life and how you can receive the Holy Spirit in your life. 
 
READ OUT LOUD Acts 1:1-12 before you begin this lesson. 
 
PRAY and ask God to teach you by His Holy Spirit. 
 
1.  Who wrote the book of Acts? __________________________________ 
 
2.  What other book did this person write? _______________________ 
 
3.  To whom where both of these books written? ___________________ 
 
     We do not know who Theophilus was, other than he was a friend of Luke.  His name is 
Greek and means LOVER OF GOD. 
 
     Luke wanted Theophilus to know how the Gospel had spread throughout the whole world. 
 Luke believed the words of Jesus when He said that His disciples would do greater works 
than He had done.  Therefore he considered the works of the apostles a continuation of the 
works of Jesus.  Jesus was doing His work through the apostles by the Holy Spirit. 
 
4.  How does Jesus continue to do His work today? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Acts is a book of action.  It is not doctrinal, even though many doctrines are to be found 
within it. 
 
     Jesus had chosen twelve men to be apostles (Luke 6:12-16).  There would be other 
apostles later, but these twelve are unique and are called in the Bible, THE TWELVE.  They 
hold a special 
position in the development of the Church.  They did not choose Jesus or choose how to serve 
Him.  Jesus chose them by name.  He chose them for a specific purpose. 
 
     The word APOSTLE means a person chosen to be sent on a special mission for his master. 
 He represents his master and carries a message from his master.  The messenger is not 
chosen because he is great, but he is great because he is chosen by his master and represents 
his master. 
 
5.  In John 15:16, what does Jesus say about the choosing of apostles?  __________________ 
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6.  In John 15:16, why does He choose them? ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Can you name the apostles that Jesus chose? 
 
_________________  __________________  __________________  ___________________ 
 
_________________  __________________  __________________  ___________________ 
 
_________________  __________________  __________________  ___________________ 
 
8.  What is the work of the apostle? ______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What other positions are there in the church? Ephesians 4:11 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Who gives these positions? Ephesians 4:7 ______________________________________ 
 
11. What are they supposed to do? Ephesians 4:12 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that the people who fill these positions in the church are chosen by Jesus for a 
special work in the church. 
 
12. What did Jesus do before going back to heaven? Acts 1:2 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. What instructions did He give them? Matthew 28:19,20 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Notice that Jesus gave His orders by the power of the Holy Spirit.  When Jesus came out 
of the temptation in the desert, he began His ministry in the power of the Spirit (Luke 
4:1,14,18). Everything Jesus did in His ministry was through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     According to Acts 1:3, forty days had passed since Jesus rose from the dead.  His last 
orders in Matthew and Mark were to evangelize the world.  He had shown Himself to them 
several times.  Now it is time for Him to leave them and return to heaven.  He had given them 
other commandments, but now He has one last set of orders. 
 
14. What were Jesus's last orders? Acts 1:4 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 5 



 
15. Why weren't they to leave Jerusalem before receiving the Holy Spirit?  _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They had been with Jesus for three years.  They had learned from Him.  They were chosen 
to be apostles.  They had healed the sick and cast out demons.  They had even had a very 
successful evangelistic tour.  But, now Jesus says that they are not ready.  Up to that time 
they had followed Jesus and depended on him in person.  But now He says He is leaving.  
They must have His Spirit to do His work. 
 
16. What had to happen before the spirit could come?  John 16:7 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. What would the Holy Spirit help them to do? Acts 1:8 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. What would the Holy Spirit do according to John 15:26? __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. What would He do according to John 14:26? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Have you ever felt called to go and do a work for Christ and then you did not know how 
you could do it? ________  Here is what you need to do.  Wait until God gives you power 
and understanding through the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Maybe you are chosen as were the apostles, but are you Spirit-filled? ___________ 
 
     What are we to do to receive the Holy Spirit?  Do we have to wait for a certain time or be 
in a certain place? 
 
20. What did Jesus say we need to do to receive the Holy Spirit? Luke 11:13  _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. Could a demon enter into us when we ask God for the Holy Spirit?  Luke 11:11 ________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Baptism in the Spirit simply means that you are totally surrendered to the Holy Spirit and 
filled with His power.  Water baptism signifies death to sin and new life in Jesus.  Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit signifies death to doing works in our strength and a new ministry in His 
power.  The apostles were chosen by Jesus and they were empowered by Jesus. 
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22. What does baptism in the Spirit show us? ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
23. According to Acts 1:8, how far were they to go evangelizing?  _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These were Jesus's last words.  He begins to rise into the heavens.  A cloud covers Him 
from view.  His earthly ministry was finished in His Body.  His work is about to begin 
through those He chooses and sends.  An angel brings a message. 
 
24. What promise does the angel give them in Act 1:11? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     I am sure that they were both astonished and troubled to see their Master leave them.  
They had so hoped for the kingdom to be established.  They still did not have the Spirit to 
help them understand.  So an angel gives them this message. 
 
     HE IS COMING BACK 
     HE IS COMING THE SAME WAY HE LEFT 
     HE WILL COME FROM HEAVEN 
     HE WILL COME IN A BODY 
     HE WILL COME VISIBLY 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. What was the last command Jesus gave to his disciples before he went back to 
heaven? 

2. Why do we need the Holy Spirit in our lives and ministry?  
3. Can we do the work of Jesus without the Holy Spirit? 
4. Have you been called of God? 
5. What has God called you to do? 
6. Have you been baptized in the Holy Spirit? 
7. How do you know that you have been baptized in the Holy Spirit? 
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LESSON 2 

THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Acts 2:1-13 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you finish this lesson, you will be able to tell how the Holy Spirit 
came on the disciples so that they were filled with a new power in their lives and ministries. 
 
READ Acts 2:1-13 before you begin this lesson and ask God to teach you by His Holy Spirit. 
 
1.  What was the last order Jesus gave? Acts 1:4 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What was His last promise? Acts 1:11 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  After Jesus left, what did His disciples do? Acts 1:13,14 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The disciples final order from Jesus was for them to wait to receive the Holy Spirit before 
they went out to evangelize the world.  We see that they obeyed.  They went to Jerusalem and 
began to wait together in prayer.  They had no idea how or when the Holy Spirit would come. 
They did not know what He would do when He did come.  They simply waited patiently to 
see what God was going to do.  They knew one thing.  He would come because Jesus had 
said so.  They demonstrated faith and obedience. 
 
4.  How could they wait without knowing what was going to happen? ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jesus had fulfilled all He had promised, so they could confidently trust that what He had 
promised, He would do.  So many times we want to understand before we believe.  But God's 
way is the opposite - - we cannot understand until we believe.  And believing comes before 
receiving. 
 
5.  What two things must we do to receive from God according the example of the disciples?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The Day of Pentecost was 50 days after the Feast of the Passover when Jesus was 
Crucified.  It was a Jewish feast that celebrated the end of the harvest.  It was that day of 
harvest that the descent of the Holy Spirit first came.  It was in the morning after having 
passed 10 days together in prayer following the orders of Jesus.  Several things happened 
when the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Each of these things show us 
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something about the character of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:2-4 
 
6.  What noise did they hear? ___________________________________________________ 
 
7.  What did they see? ________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  What did the disciples begin to do? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What three things can we learn about the Holy Spirit from these three things the Spirit 
did? 
 
     1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They spoke in languages they did not know.  It might be that the Holy Spirit took control 
of the member of the body that James says is the most difficult to control.  The tongue guides 
the course of our lives, so it first must come under control of God by the Holy Spirit.  It is the 
tongue that  will tell of the glories of God and witness to the world. 
 
10. What did the people say about the disciples? 2:13 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Some of the people thought they were drunk.  They were praising God in the Spirit in 
strange languages.  And they might also have been singing and dancing in the Spirit.  It was a 
very strange thing to see and many people came running to see what was happening. 
 
11. According to 2:11, what will people under the power of the Spirit be speaking? ________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. Were the disciples ashamed of what they were doing? ____________________________ 
 
13. Were they afraid of the people? ______________________________________________ 
 
     Remember these are the same disciples that had run away in fear when Jesus was arrested 
and crucified. 
 
14. What brought about this change in their lives? __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. When the Holy Spirit had descended and the crowd had heard the noise, then what  
 
happened? 2:5,6 _____________________________________________________________ 
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     When the Holy Spirit with fire had fallen on them, the world ran to see what was 
happening.  Some said they were drunk, but they could not ignore what had happened.  We 
also need to ask for God to send His Holy Spirit on us as He did on them.  People will come 
to see and hear what is happening.  There are always those who scoff and laugh, but there are 
also those who will believe.  It is always so in the crowds.  We are not to trouble ourselves 
about those who refuse but help those who will receive Christ to enter into the Kingdom of 
Christ. 
 
16. What caused the crowds to come and see what was happening? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Can what happened on the Day of Pentecost happen again today? 
2. Do we Christians need the same experience today? 
3. What is the importance of the 3 things the Spirit did? 
4. Did the Holy Spirit come quietly and secretly? 
5. How did the disciples know that they had been filled with the Holy Spirit whom Jesus 

had promised? 
 
PRACTICING WHAT WE LEARN 
 
     If you have not been baptized in the Holy Spirit, begin right now to seek God to fill you as 
they were filled in the beginning. 
 
     If you have been baptized in the Spirit, but lack power or are fearful, ask God to fill you 
again with the power of His Spirit.  Become aware of the leading of the Spirit in your life 
and be obedient to what He asks you to do. 
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LESSON 3 

THE FIRST SERMON AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Acts 2:14-47 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you finish this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell what Peter preached about and the results of that sermon. 
     2.  Explain why this sermon was such a success. 
     3.  Tell what we must do if we desire the same results in our ministry. 
 
     The disciples were all filled with the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  It wasn't only 
two or three but 120 people all together.  The city was filled with people who had come from 
all over the world to the great religious feast called the Feast of Harvest.  When they saw the 
joy of the disciples, they said they were drunk.  At that time there was no leader, for their 
leader, Jesus, had left them.  But it was Peter, the one who had denied Jesus out of fear, who 
stood fearlessly in the midst of the same crowd that had crucified Jesus.  He strongly denied 
that it was possible for them to be drunk already, for it was still early morning. 
 
READ Acts 2:14-47 before you begin this lesson, and ask God to teach you by His Holy 
Spirit. 
 
1.  Who prophesied this event that came to pass on the Day of Pentecost? ________________ 
 
2.  When God pours out His Spirit on the people, what will happen? 
 
  The sons and daughters will ___________________________________________________ 
 
  Old men will _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  Young men shall ____________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  On whom will He pour out His Spirit? _________________________________________ 
 
     Notice that these promises are for all people, young and old, men and women, boys and 
girls.  When they receive the Spirit of God, they will prophesy resulting in people calling 
upon the name of the Lord for salvation.  Peter then explains that what they had witnessed 
was a fulfillment of a prophecy made about 750 years before Christ.  Joel 2:28-32 
 
4.  What had Jesus promised the disciples before leaving the earth?  ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     You see that it was in the eternal plan of God.  Everything God does is planned ahead of 
time, and He tells His people in advance what to expect. 
 
5.  Was Acts 2:19,20 fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost? ______________________________ 
 
     This is a good example of how prophecy is often fulfilled. 
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One verse can speak about something that is happening right now and the next verse speaks 
about something that will not happen for thousands of years.  With God a day is as a 
thousand years and a thousand years as a day. 
 
6.  When do you think these verses will be fulfilled? ________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Write seven things that will happen before Jesus comes again Acts 2:17-20. 
 
     1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     4. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     5. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     6. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     7. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  If these things are to happen, what does Peter say people should be doing?  2:21 ________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Later in this same sermon, Peter tells them to do several other things too. 
 
9.  What does, "Call on the name of the Lord," mean? _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     A lot of people say the name of God in cursing or lightly, but when anyone calls out to 
God for help and salvation, God hears and responds. 
 
     At verse 21 Peter completes his explanation of what they had seen and heard, and now in 
verse 22 he begins his real sermon. 
 
10. What does Peter talk about in verse 22? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What did Peter say in verse 23? ______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What does he explain in verse 24? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. What does he prove to them from scripture in verses 25-31? _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We have seen four main parts in this sermon that should be in every Gospel sermon. 
 

1. Jesus was sent by God under God's authority.  The miracles and healings of Jesus 
prove His divinity and authority.  2:22 

2. The Jesus they crucified was the Son of God and died according to God's plan. 2:23 
3. The Jesus they killed is not dead but risen and alive now. 2:24 
4. This Jesus was the Messiah they were waiting for but rejected.  Messiah means savior. 

2:31 
 
14. What is the Gospel message? ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Where does Peter say the Spirit came from? 2:33 ________________________________ 
 
     Peter explains the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Just as Jesus had said in John 14, the Father 
could not send the Holy Spirit until Jesus had returned to heaven.  Peter declares that Jesus 
has already gone back to heaven and that God the Father has accepted His sacrifice and has 
now been seated at the right hand of God. 
 
16. What is the greatest proof that Jesus is equal with God? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     It was not only His resurrection that proved who He was, but the fact that He had 
promised the Holy Spirit before He died, and now the Spirit He promised has come proving 
without a doubt that He is still alive.  All that Jesus said and all that He taught was true. 
 
17. Do you think the other things that Jesus promised will also come true? _______________ 
 
18. If a person was traveling to New York, how would you know that they had arrived?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If you received a letter or a gift from them with a New York post mark, or if you got a 
phone call, you would know they got there.  We know Jesus rose again victorious over death 
because He sent us back a gift from the Father. 
 
19. What did Peter accuse them of in verse 36? _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     It wasn't only that Jesus had risen from the dead, but it was those very people who had put 
him to death.  They not only had rejected Him and nailed Him to the cross, but they had 
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missed their Messiah and Savior, for whom they had waited a long time.  They knew they 
were guilty. 
 
20. Were we too once guilty of misunderstanding who Jesus is and rejecting the only one   
 
who could possibly save us? ___________________________________________________ 
 
21. Are we also guilty of causing his death by our sin? ______________________________ 
 
22. What did the people ask? 2:37 _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Our preaching or witnessing should make people ask the same question.  We are not out to 
win an argument but to bring people to Jesus - - to show people that they are guilty and to 
help them recognize they need to seek salvation that only Jesus can give. 
 
23. What did Peter tell them to do? 2:38 __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This is the response for all sin and sinners.  There can be NO forgiveness without 
recognizing their sin, repenting and turning from their sin to Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 
 
24. What else are we to do after repenting? 2:38 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Just as Jesus Himself was baptized, we too need to be baptized to show that we have been 
born again.  Baptism also shows our faith and obedience. 
 
25. What promise is Peter talking about in verse 39? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Peter said that we would receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit in the same way the 
apostles did on the Day of Pentecost. It is a gift for all who believe and repent.  In those days 
they expected all those who were converted to receive the Holy Spirit.  We should too. 
 
HAVE YOU TAKEN ALL OF THESE STEPS?  DO THE CHECK LIST 
 
     Have you repented? ________________ 
 
     Have you left the world behind? _____________ 
 
     Have you decided to follow Jesus? ____________ 
 
     Have you followed Him in baptism? ____________ 
 
     Have you received the gift of God, the Holy Spirit? _________ 
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IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED NO, WHY? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. What is going to happen in the last days according to the prophet Joel? 
2. Are we living in the last days? 
3. When did the last days begin?  When will they end? 
4. What were the points of Peter's message? 
5. How many were converted that first day? 
6. Why was Peter's sermon so powerful and convincing? 
7. What changed Peter from a coward into a mighty, fearless preacher? 
8. What do you need to do next in your life if you want to succeed in ministry? 
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LESSON 4 

THE FIRST CHURCH'S LIFE STYLE 
 

Acts 2:41-47 and 4:32-37 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you finish this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain how the early church lived. 
     2.  Tell how the Church today is different from the first church. 
 
     Many exciting things happened on the Day of Pentecost that we looked at in lessons 1-3.  
The promise of the Father was fulfilled by the coming of the Holy Spirit at nine o'clock in the 
morning.  They were all filled with the Spirit and began to proclaim the Gospel to all who 
gathered to hear.  Three thousand accepted Christ as Messiah or Savior that day.  Now we 
want to see how their lives were changed by the Holy Spirit.  We may be baptized in the 
Spirit, but unless we allow Him to change our lives, we will be lost. 
 
READ Acts 2:41-47 and 4:32-37 before you begin this lesson.  Pray and ask God to teach 
you by His Holy Spirit. 
 
1.  What was the first thing the people did after they believed? ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  How did they spend their time? 2:42 ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What did all of the believers do? 2:44 __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What did they do everyday? 2:46 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They devoted themselves to the apostles' teachings.  They were LEARNING THE 
WORD.  They had FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER.  The BREAKING OF BREAD was 
referring both to taking of communion and of SHARING their material goods.  The Lord's 
Supper was celebrated at the end of every meal.  Jesus was the center of their lives and all 
that they did.  PRAYING together and personal prayer was an important part of the growing 
church. 
 
5.  Are these things in our churches today? ________________________________________ 
 
6.  Why have we changed? _____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     The first church lived like a family.  They prayed together, studied together, ate together, 
and worked together.  Their strength and power was in their unity with one another and with 
Jesus Christ their Savior.  They were brothers and sisters in Christ.  Our relationship with one 
another is as important as our relationship to God.  In fact, God tell us we cannot have a right 
relationship with Him without right relationships with our brothers and sisters in the Lord.  
John 13:35 
 
7.  Who is our father? _________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  If God is our father, what should be our relation to other believers?  __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What are we to do when our brother is in need? __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What did the early church do? 2:45 ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Why did they do this? ______________________________________________________ 
 
12. How often did they meet together? ___________________________________________ 
 
13. What two places did they meet? _____________________________________________ 
 
14. What two things were the apostles doing? 2:42,43 _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. What was the response of the people to their ministry? 2:43 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What was the result of this kind of life in the first church? 2:47 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     At this point the Church was not persecuted.  They were still in favor with the people.  
Many were becoming Christians.  They went about praising God and rejoicing. 
 
17. What do you think attracted so many people to accept Christ? ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Some believe it was signs and wonders.  Others would teach that it was the loving, caring 
fellowship.  Some would claim it was the good Bible teaching.  Surely anyone would want to 
join a group that went about praising God and rejoicing.  But we cannot separate any one 
action from the others.  All of it was the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of people who 
were submitted to Him. 
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18.  Who was the one that added people to the church? 2:47 __________________________ 
 
     We must always keep in mind that no matter what system or means we employ, it is still 
God that does the drawing to Himself and ADDS to the church.  Beware of always looking 
for methods, and men to explain what is happening in the church.  For it is God who will 
build HIS CHURCH. 
 
19. What was the secret of their power to do miracles and live in victory and unity?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We too have received the same gift of the Holy Spirit so that all these are possible for us 
today.  We need to be willing to give up everything and submit to His control. 
 
READ Acts 4:32-37 
 
     This is now the Church some time later.  Write some of the things we see here that are 
similar to those in Acts 2. 
 
     1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     4. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Here we see the unity of the first church.  They did not keep their personal property.  They 
shared what they had.  They gave to the apostles so that they might distribute their wealth.  
AND THEY PREACHED THE GOSPEL WITH GREAT AUTHORITY 
 
20.  What was the result of this unity and spirit of giving in the church?  4:33,34 __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. What are some of the things the first church did that caused it to grow so fast?  
2. What were some of the results of the life of the first church? 
3. What are some of the things in the first church that we need in our churches today? 
4. Is it possible for us to live like the first church? 
5. What is keeping us from being like the first church? 
6. What can we do to become more like the first church? 
7. What is a Pentecostal church? 
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PRACTICING WHAT YOU LEARNED 
 

Changing our church begins with changing ourselves.  What do you need to ask God to 
change in your own attitudes, habits, and life so that the church may have the power, 
anointing, and blessing so the Church of Pentecost?  Let us begin to pray for true pentecostal 
revival in our churches.  With God all things are possible to those who believe. 
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LESSON 5 

THE FIRST MIRACLE HEALING 
 

Acts Chapter 3 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you finish this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
  1.  Tell the story of the healing of the lame man at the temple. 
  2.  Explain how Peter did this miracle. 
  3.  Tell how we today can expect miracles to happen like this. 
  4.  Explain how Peter used this healing as an opportunity to preach Christ. 
 
READ Acts Chapter 3 before you begin this lesson. 
 
     We saw the beginning of the first church on the Day of Pentecost.  We said that Peter 
preached with great power and 3000 were converted as a result.  In the last lesson we saw 
how the church lived out their faith in everyday life, but now we will see how they practiced 
Jesus' command in Mark to heal the sick. 
 
1.  Although Peter and John were leaders of this new church, what did they do everyday?  3:1  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These men had been converted from the Jewish religion which followed the laws of 
Moses.  But they continued going to the customary prayer times in the temple. 
 
     Although they had been chosen by Jesus, had followed Him, and had been empowered by 
Christ, they still had to minister in the same way as we by faith through prayer.  Even though 
they were commanded to heal the sick as one of their ministries, they did not go out to start a 
healing crusade, but in love they reached out to this man that cried out for help. 
 
2.  What did this man expect to get from Peter and John? _____________________________ 
 
3.  Why did Peter notice him? __________________________________________________ 
 
     He cried out for help.  God hears the cry of the needy and responds. 
 
4.  Did Peter have some money to give? ____________  What did he have? ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What did Peter receive on the Day of Pentecost? _________________________________ 
 

Jesus had told them several things.  They would receive power from on high, and they 
would do the same works He did and do even more than He.  Not only did Peter have the 
Holy Spirit power, but he also had the FAITH to exercise that gift of power.  It is one thing to 
know what Jesus has said, but it takes faith to command healing. 
 
6.  What do you have to give to the needy world? ___________________________________ 
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     Many of us stand around saying that if only we had lots of money, time or great skill we 
would do so and so.  Peter had nothing in his hands, but he had the love, faith, and power of 
God in his heart. 
 
7.  Can we do the same thing today? _____________________________________________ 
 
     Maybe we do have the money to give to the poor, but that same power is available today.  
God has not changed.  His power has not diminished.  His promises are still true.  It is up to 
us to claim them. 
 
8.  What did Peter tell the man to do first? 3:4 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  Did Peter pray for the man? _________  What did Peter do? 3:6 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If men only see us they will not have their needs met.  If we are seeking recognition from 
men, we will fail, but if we turn their eyes to Jesus, then they will have their needs met. 
 
10. What did the lame man have to do next? _______________________________________ 
 
     Peter commanded him to do what he could not do. 
 
11. How did the man demonstrate his faith? _______________________________________ 
 
     He did not talk about his faith, but he obeyed.  He was not able, but when his will made 
the effort to obey by faith, God gave him the power to obey. 
 
12. Has God ever asked you to do something that to you was impossible? __________  Were 
you obedient? _________ 
 
     James teaches us that faith without works is dead.  Faith always demands obedience. 
 
13. When does God begin to answer our prayers? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. What happens if we pray without making any effort? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We need to work with God to make miracles happen.  Peter and John prayed every day in 
the temple.  They were full of God's power.  But they also had to act in faith on God's 
promise. 
 
15. What did the lame man do when he found he was healed? 3:8 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     He began a demonstration.  He felt that he needed to let the world know what God had 
done for him.  Many believed when they saw the power of God in healing.  But yet they 
thought that Peter was the healer. 
 
16. Did Peter take God's glory? ________  What did he do? 3:12 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We must be careful that we do not accept the praise of men for what God had done by our 
hands.  Keep their eyes on Jesus. Sometimes we may be tempted to think that God did it 
because we had faith, or because we fasted or prayed more than anyone else.  GIVE GOD 
ALL THE GLORY!  God is a jealous God and will not share His glory with another person.  
Peter directed their attention to Jesus. 
 
17. What did Peter begin to do? _________________________________________________ 
 
     Just as the outpouring of the Spirit was a good opportunity to preach the Good News, this 
healing also gathered a crowd, and Peter began to announce salvation through Jesus.  The 
miracle was done by God to attract attention to the message.  Miracles prove that our 
message is from God. 
 
18. Give two reasons why God did this miracle. ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. What was more important than the man being healed that day? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Healing and helping people is important, but always remember that the purpose of God is 
not just healing our bodies but saving our souls. 
 
     So we see that Peter took every opportunity he had to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Paul says in Romans 1:16 that the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.  In Romans 
10:8-15 he says that when we hear the message we get faith, and it is the faith that saves us.  
Every time Peter preached, he had only one message.  Jesus was crucified, rose from the 
dead, and is living today.  He will save anyone who believes on Him.  That is the most 
important message we can preach.  
 
TRY TO FIND THE MAIN POINTS OF PETER'S SERMON 
 
In 3:14 Jesus is ______________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:14 they had _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:15 they killed ____________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:15 God has _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:16 it is faith in ___________________________________________________________ 
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In 3:19 we must _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:19 God will _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:20 we will receive ________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:20 He will send __________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:22 Moses said ___________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:22 we must _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:25 God's promises are for __________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:26 we must _____________________________________________________________ 
 
     We have written an outline for a great salvation sermon.  Peter preached it, but it is still 
the same message for today.  Don't try to change it or make it more acceptable. 
 
     Read back over these two sermons we have studied, and you will be amazed at how the 
same Peter who could not understand what Jesus was saying when He spoke of going to the 
cross and rising again, now gives a complete doctrinal explanation of the meaning of Jesus' 
life, death and resurrection. 
 
20. What were the results of this great sermon? 4:1-4 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss the story of the healing of the lame man. 
2. Is God still doing miracles today? 
3. What is the purpose of miracles? 
4. What can we do to see more miracles in our ministry? 
5. Discuss what Peter preached about. 
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LESSON 6 

THE FIRST PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH 
 

Acts 4:1-31 and 5:17-42 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell how the first church evangelized. 
     2.  Tell how the apostles acted when they were persecuted. 
     3.  Discuss what we can learn from the example of the apostles. 
 
READ Acts 4:1-31 and 5:17-42 before you begin this lesson and ask God to teach you by 
His Spirit. 
 
     When we completed lesson 5, we saw that Peter had preached his second great sermon 
after the healing of the lame man.  The people responded just as they had in his first sermon, 
and many souls came to Christ.  But this time there was also persecution. 
 
1.  What are two results of preaching the Gospel? 4:1-4 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We would like to have great results from our ministry without the persecution.  But Jesus 
prophesied that evangelization would not be easy.  His apostles' message brought conflict, so 
we too can expect the same. 
 
2.  Why do you think the religious authorities opposed this Good News? ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We must realize that the Kingdom of God is in a great battle with the kingdom of 
darkness.  When there are converts to Christ, they are being taken out of the enemy kingdom. 
The religious leaders were angry because their own kingdom was being broken down. 
 
     The Sadducees were a religious group among the Jews.  They did not believe in angels, 
resurrection of the dead, and life after death.  They were very rich and powerful.  They were 
different from the Pharisees who followed traditions of the Jews and the laws of Moses. 
 
3.  Why were the Sadducees so angry with Peter's preaching? 4:2 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What did the Jewish leaders question Peter about? 4:7 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The leaders recognized the power and authority of Peter and John and wanted to know 
where they received this authority. 
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5.  What was Peter's reply? 4:8-10 _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Write the four parts of Peter's message. 4:10-12 
 
    1. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
    2. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
    3. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
    4. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
    I hope you are beginning to see how to witness a positive witness for Christ, even in the 
face of persecution.  Remember it was but a short time before that this same crowd had killed 
the Jesus that Peter was preaching about.  I am sure Peter and John would not have been 
surprised to have been put to death like their Master. 
 
7.  How could these men speak so boldly and fearlessly before these rich, educated men?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Underline verse 12 and memorize it.  It is a key scripture against false teaching.  It is the 
first truth attacked by the enemy. 
 
8.  Who is the only one that can save man? ________________________________________ 
 
9.  What comes first, miracles or the preaching of the Gospel? Mark 16:15-18;20   
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Miracles without the Gospel can be mistaken for magic. 
 
10. Did the disciples expect miracles to happen? ________  Why? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What did the authorities recognize as their source of power? 4:13 ___________________ 
 
12. When the authorities could not deny the truth, what did they do? 4:13-18 _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. How did Peter answer their order? 4:19 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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    Peter in this verse establishes the Christian's position as a citizen of the Kingdom of God 
and a citizen of an earthly kingdom.  As good citizens in this world, we have the  
responsibility to obey the laws of the land.  But if the law of the land is against the laws of 
God, we have a higher calling to obey the laws of God rather than man. 
 
14. Where did Peter and John go when they were set free? 4:23 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    They went back to report to the church.  It wasn't just Peter and John they were against, but 
the entire church.  An attack on any member of the Body is an attack on all - - the Head and 
the Body. 
 
15. How did the Church respond to this threat? 4:24 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What did they pray for? 4:29-30 (3 things) _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Note that they did not pray for deliverance or revenge, but that God would give them the 
boldness and power to do more in the Name of Jesus. 
 
17. How did God answer the Church's prayer for boldness and power to preach the Gospel?  
 
(3 things) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Can we pray for the same things? _________  We all would like to get the blessings, but are  
 
we ready to take the persecution that goes with it? __________ 
 
    Many of these are the same people who were baptized in the Holy Spirit in Acts Chapter 2. 
 So we see that we need to be refilled with the power of the Holy Spirit to be able to continue 
the work of Christ.  
  
18. How should we pray if we want the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives and ministries?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOW READ ACTS 5:12-42 
 
    This story begins about like the last one.  The crowd of believers was growing.  There were 
many healings.  Demons were driven out. 
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19. Why didn't many in the crowd join the Church? 5:11 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. What were the apostles doing? 5:15,16 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. What came along with the great work of God? 5:17,18 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What did God do? 5:19,20 __________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. What did the apostles do after they were delivered from prison? 5:21 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. What were the authorities afraid of? 5:28 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. What was Peter's message to them? 5:30-32 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    We see that Peter was not afraid of them.  He again preaches the same message that they 
were the ones who crucified Jesus, but that God raised Jesus from the dead.  Only those who 
believe in Him can be saved.  Our message should not be an easy message for sinners.   We 
need to confront them about their sin and how Jesus is the only one who can save them. 
 
26. What message are you preaching to those around you who are not saved? _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
27. How does God choose to save Peter and the apostles from death this third time? 5:33-39  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    God has many ways of saving His people.  When we think we know how God will save us, 
He uses a different way.  Here we see God uses one of their persecutors to save them from 
death. 
 
 

 27 



28. What great truth does Gamaliel state in 5:39? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29. How did the apostles react to the beating they received? 5:41 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30. Were they ready to accept the results of their boldness for Christ? _________  Are you  
 
ready? _____________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss the three persecutions and their results. 
2. How were the apostles able to endure these persecutions and continue to preach the 

Gospel in boldness? 
3. Does God always deliver Christians from persecution and death? 
4. What kinds of opposition and persecution do we face today? 
5. What are we to do when opposition and persecution come? 
6. Be ready to recite Acts 4:12 by heart. 

 
PRACTICING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED 
 
Take some time to pray for the persecuted church of the world. 
 
Pray that God will give us the courage to stand as lights in a wicked world.  Pray the prayer 
of the persecuted Church we found in 4:24-31. 
 
Make a commitment to God and one another that we will face opposition as the apostles did. 
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LESSON 7 

FIRST JUDGEMENT ON SIN IN THE CHURCH 
 

Acts 4:32 - 5:11 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you finish this lesson, you will be able to: 
 

1. Explain how sin was able to enter the church. 
2. Explain the attitude of God toward sin in the church. 
3. Describe how the church leaders should deal with the problem of a church member 

who is in sin. 
 
READ ACTS 4:32-37 
 
1.  How did the Christians of the first church live? 4:32 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What did they do with what they had? _________________________________________ 
 
3.  Did they keep some for themselves? ___________________________________________ 
 
    They were united in mind, soul, spirit, work, and property.  Only love can produce this 
attitude in any group.  This is the total opposite of what the world teaches us. 
 
4.  Is your church like that? _______ Are you like that?  ________ 
 
5.  What can destroy unity in a body? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Since the fall of Adam and Eve, sin has come on us all.  And one of the greatest sins we all 
have is the sin of greed or selfishness.  We are always seeking for what is best for us.  Only 
the love of God through the power of the Holy Spirit can break that greed and selfishness in 
us. 
 
6.  Did the apostles take the money for themselves? __________ 
 
    No, they gave a good example by giving what was entrusted to them.  The leaders set the 
example for all to follow.  The first church learned to give sacrificially, not to get a blessing 
or favor of God, but out of a heart filled with love. 
 
7.  What had Jesus said about our attitude toward others? ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  What did James say about that in James 2:14-18? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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    True Christianity is manifested in active love. 
 
9.  According to Act 4:34, what is the result when people really practice Christian love?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    We must remember that this church expected Jesus to return at any moment.  Possessions 
meant nothing to them.  If we become worldly minded, we will always be planning and 
saving for the future.  If we really believe that Jesus is coming soon we would change our 
attitudes. 
 
10. What can be a bad result of people giving openly like Barnabas did? _________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    You can imagine how the people talked about Barnabas' sacrifice of his wealth, giving it 
all away.  Some undoubtedly wanted the honor without the sacrifice.  That is why Jesus told 
the people to give secretly, not with sounding trumpets.  If anything corrupts more than 
money and power, it is the desire for honor. 
 
READ ACTS 5:1-11 
 
    Here is an example of something good which went bad.  Even though people are 
converted, they often have a real battle with the old sinful nature. 
 
11. What do you think made Ananias and Sapphira do what they did? ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. Was it wrong for them to keep the money from the sale of the land for themselves? _____  
 
Was it wrong to keep part of the money for themselves? __________ 
 
13. What was their sin? 5:4 ____________________________________________________ 
 
    Their hearts were not right.  The motivation was wrong.  They lied because they wanted 
the honor without the sacrifice. 
 
14. How did Peter find out that they had lied? ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    I am sure that Peter did not know everything all the time, but the Spirit revealed it to him.  
It is the gift of the Spirit in action.  We saw the gift of tongues earlier, as well as healing, 
miracles, evangelism, and others. (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)  This was the gift of knowledge 
that Peter was using.  Knowing something that is impossible to know in the natural. 
 
15. Can the same gift operate today? ___________________ 
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16. What did Peter say was Ananias' sin? 5:4 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Did Peter judge Ananias? _______  Who judged him?  ___________________________ 
 
    God was the judge.  Peter just told them what God had told him. 
 
18. What was the result of God's judgement of sin? 5:11 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. Were the people angry at Peter? ____________  What did the people say about the  
 
apostles? 5:13 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
20. What is God's attitude toward sin in the church? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Yes, God hates sin, especially in the Church.  The first church was a wonderful church, a 
good example for us today, but there was one sick member in the body.  God did a little 
surgery to take out the bad and save the body. 
 
21. Does God often destroy the person that sins in this way? _______________ 
 
    No, thank God.  He is merciful and long suffering.  However, we must not take advantage 
of His goodness and mercy.  God has said that the soul that sinneth shall surely die.  He 
judged Ananias and Sapphira when they sinned as a warning to us of His judgement. 
 
22. Should the church judge its own members who sin? 1 Corinthians 5:12,13 ___________ 
 
    Paul teaches us that we have a responsibility to judge sin in our church and to discipline 
the one who has sinned.  This needs to be done as an example to the others so that they will 
have the fear of God and walk in holiness.  Paul also teaches that if we discipline the one who 
has sinned, it might bring him to repentance and save his soul.  I Corinthians 5:1-5, II 
Corinthians 13:1-3, and Titus 3:10. 
 
23. Why should the church judge its own members that are in sin? (2 reasons)  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. What should we do if we are confronted about sin in our lives? I John 1:7-9 ___________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Look into your own heart.  Are there sins that you have concealed from man and thought 
you had hidden from God?  Don't commit Ananias' sin.  Get it out and confess it today. 
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    Are we pure and holy enough to judge other members of the body who sin?   Certainly we 
are all sinners saved by grace even as Peter.  The only difference was that Peter had 
confessed his sin and was forgiven.  Jesus said we must take the log out of our eye before we 
try to take the splinter out of our brother's eye.  That means we must confess our sin, receive 
God's forgiveness and remove it from our life before we judge another.  Luke 6:41,42 
 
25. What must we do before we judge another Christian of their sin? ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. After the cleansing of the Church, what happened? 5:12 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    There is a time for the cleaning out of hidden sin.  Remember the story of Achan in the 
book of Joshua chapter 7?  They could not win the battle with sin in the camp.  Often that is 
what hinders the power of God in our churches. 
 
27. What often hinders the power of God in the church? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss what life was like in the first church. 
2. What hinders us from giving like the first church? 
3. Do we allow sin in our churches today? 
4. What is the result of allowing sin to remain in our church? 
5. How should sin be handled in the church today? 
6. Who should handle the discipline in the church? 
7. What should we do if we confront someone about their sin but they refuse to change? 
8. What should we do if we comfront someone about their sin and  they repent and 

change their ways? 
9. What are the results of a church that judges and disciplines sin? 
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LESSON 8 

THE FIRST DEACONS AND THE FIRST MARTYR 
 

Acts 6:1-7:60 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you finish this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
    1.  Explain why the first deacons were chosen. 
    2.  Explain the qualifications of these deacons. 
    3.  Tell how the deacons were chosen. 
    4.  Describe what deacons were to do in the church. 
    5.  Tell the story of Stephen's martyrdom and the lesson for us today. 
 
READ ACTS CHAPTER 6 
 
1.  In the book of Acts up until chapter 6, who seemed to be the head of the church? _______ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    We saw how Peter was the first to speak regarding the choice of a replacement for Judas.  
It was Peter who also preached the first sermon after Pentecost.  The first healing was 
performed at his command.  But when they told what had happened, they spoke of the 
twelve.  This would be the twelve apostles who acted together. 
 
2.  Who was really the head of the Church? ________________________________________ 
 
    Certainly it was not a man.  They were all equals.  Only one could be Head, and that was 
Jesus operating through His Spirit. 
 
3.  Who called all the disciples to assemble? 6:2 ____________________________________ 
 
4.  Why did they call this assembly? 6:1 __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    This was the same problem we often have today.  There was politics in the church.  They, 
too, were human and had people problems.  They were walking in the teachings of the 
apostles, they loved one another, but favoritism or prejudice cropped up.  They were not 
dividing the food right.  They were favoring friends, relatives, and those from the same part 
of the country.  Those that were neglected complained. 
 
5.  Does this sound like some of the problems you may have in your church? _____________ 
 
6.  How did they solve this problem? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    They could have preached them a sermon for being so carnal.  But instead, they organized 
a group of Spirit-filled men to handle the problem.  Up until this time, there seemed to be no 
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organization.  So we see that even though a church may be very spiritual, it is going to have 
problems if there is not organization of leadership. 
 
7.  Is church organization bad? __________ 
 
    NO, we serve a God who is very organized and plans everything He does in advance.  The 
important thing is that we allow the Holy Spirit to lead us in our plans and organization.  To 
do that we need leaders who are full of the Spirit and under His control. 
 
8.  What was their reason for organizing the church? 6:1-4 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  Who decided to do this organization? __________________________________________ 
 
10. Who chose these seven men? ________________________________________________ 
 
    Yes, the apostles gave the order for the disciples to assemble and choose seven men, but 
the apostles then set them apart to the work they were to do. 
 
11. What were these men chosen to do? __________________________________________ 
 
    We call them deacons or helpers.  They were to take care of the finances, divide the food, 
and organize the things needed in the church. 
  
12. What three qualities did these deacons need to have? 6:3 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Every work in the Church is holy.  Later in Paul's letter to Timothy, he gives the same 
qualifications for deacons as he does for the elder or pastor.  I Timothy 3:8-13 
 
13. What other qualifications did Paul give for deacons? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. Do the deacons in your church have all of these qualifications? _____________________ 
 
    These qualifications are not only for deacons but are for all leaders in the church.  These 
seven men became leaders as they developed their own ministry.  Even though they were 
busy with material affairs, they still needed to be spiritual people.  They were examples.  It 
was the church that chose them for their exemplary lives and qualities of character. 
 
15. The church members or disciples chose the deacons, but who consecrated them? 6:6  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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16.  What was the result of the organization of the church? 6:7 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    When the deacons took responsibility for the operation of the church work, the apostles 
could commit all their time to prayer and the preaching of the Word. 
 
17. What should pastors do with their time? _______________________________________ 
 
18. Is the work of a deacon limited to only taking care of the work of the church? ________   
 
19. What else should a deacon be doing? __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    We see that Stephen's first responsibility was to take care of the work of the church.  But 
Stephen also had the gift of an evangelist and was busy preaching the Gospel everywhere.  So 
we see that a deacon is not only to take care of the work of the church, but also should be 
ministering in the gift God has given him. 
 
20. What were some of the qualities that Stephen had that showed that he had the gift of  
 
evangelism? 6:8-10 ___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Stephen did not tell of his own abilities.  He did not seek for a position.  But the Church 
saw his character, gifts and ministry, and chose him for the position of deacon.  Shouldn't  
church leaders still be chosen in the same way today? 
 
21. What was the result of Stephen's powerful ministry? 6:9-11 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What did the Jews do when they could not find any fault in him? 6:13 _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    They couldn't defeat him in debate because he was filled with the Holy Spirit's wisdom and 
power.  They then made false accusations against him.  Satan hates Spirit-filled people who 
begin to attack his kingdom.  Satan believed he had destroyed Jesus and now was prepared to 
destroy His followers.  Read Revelation chapter 12.  If anyone preaches the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, he is in immediate conflict with the powers  of darkness. 
 
READ ACTS CHAPTER 7 
 
    As you read, underline all the times Stephen says "God said" or what "God did".  It is a 
brief history of the nation of Israel that shows two things: 
 

1. God's goodness and faithfulness to Israel.  All that happened to them was planned by 
God to bring them to accept Him as Lord. 
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2. Israel's constant rejection of God's offer, resulting in sin and suffering. 
 
23. How did the Jews respond to Stephen's message? 7:54 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. How could Stephen preach so boldly against these men? 7:55 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Jesus had told them that "when they lead you before judges, don't worry about what you 
will say, but the Holy Spirit will give you what you should say."  The Holy Spirit 
strengthened him until he had the appearance of an angel.  Threats did not stop him from 
preaching the Gospel, even to his persecutors.  He began with the father of their race, 
Abraham (7:2).  He recounts the whole history of Israel and showed that God had 
accomplished all that He had promised to Israel.  It is a wonderful resume of how God had 
chosen, guarded, and led the people of Israel from slavery so that they might serve Him.  But, 
they were stubborn and rejected God to serve idols (7:42,43).  Finally, he said that they were 
just like all their ancestors who had refused God, and now had rejected the servant whom 
God had sent, Jesus His Son. 
 
25. List five things he accused the Jews of doing? 7:51-53 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    The accusers were now the accused.  Stephen, for his part, was at peace with himself and 
God.  They gnashed their teeth, but Stephen looks into heaven and sees Jesus.  Jesus had 
completed His work of redemption and was now seated at the right hand of God, interceding 
for the believers.  Jesus stands to welcome the faithful servant home. 
 
26. Would you be able and willing to die a martyr as Stephen did? _____________________ 
 
27. What last quality do we see in Stephen? 7:59,60 _________________________________ 
 
    He had faith in Jesus that He would take him up to heaven.  Instead of fear, his heart was 
filled with compassion for his persecutors. 
 
28. Who witnessed this event? 7:58 ______________________________________________ 
 
29.  How do you think Saul felt about this young man's faith and strength? _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss the work of a deacon in the church? 
2. Is their work the same today? 
3. Do our deacons today have the same qualifications of these first deacons? 
4. Should we choose important community leaders to be our deacons, or wealthy 

business people, or highly-educated or trained people? 
5. How do you think deacons should be chosen? 
6. What lesson did you learn from the story of Stephen? 

 
PRACTICING WHAT YOU LEARNED 
 
     Make a new commitment to begin telling others about Jesus, whether they listen or not, 
whether they laugh or persecute you.  If you sense you lack of courage, ask the Holy Spirit to 
fill you with boldness and power.  Claim Acts 1:8 
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LESSON 9 

THE GOOD NEWS SPREADS EVERYWHERE 
 

Acts Chapter 8 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you finish this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
    1.  Tell how God pushed the disciples out to evangelize all of the world. 
    2.  Tell the story of how Philip evangelized Samaria and witnessed to the Ethiopian. 
    3.  Prepare a lesson showing how we should witness using Philip as an example. 
 
READ ACTS 8:1-25 
 
    We see a change in the first church beginning with chapter 8.  Until now the apostles have 
been the only ones persecuted for the Gospel.  But after the death of Stephen, a great 
persecution came on all the believers. 
 
1.  Until chapter 8 where had the Gospel been preached? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What was Jesus' last order for them to do? Mark 16:15 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Often when there is revival in the church, people do not want to leave God's blessing to go 
and evangelize the world.  The first church had many converts, good Bible teachers, 
everyone's needs were being met, and they lived in favor with the people of Jerusalem.  They 
were enjoying God's blessings and had forgotten Jesus' last command to preach the Gospel to 
all nations. 
 
3.  What was the result of the death of Stephen? 8:1,3 _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What was the result of this persecution? 8:4 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    The believers were scattered, but wherever they went they began to preach the Gospel.  
They hadn't had any courses in missions or evangelism, but they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and preached the Word of God with boldness. 
 
5.  Does God allow the church to suffer persecution? _______  Why ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    None of these things just happened by chance.  God was getting the church out to complete 
His compassion.  God has a way of  accomplishing His will in us. 
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6.  Where did Philip first preach the Gospel? _______________________________________ 
 
7.  In what city were they to preach after Jerusalem? Acts 1:8 (Jerusalem was in the province  
 
of Judea) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Who was the first to preach in Samaria? John 4 __________________________________ 
 
9.  What did Jesus command us to do in John 4:35? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Samaria was not a Gentile city, but it was a mixed race of people.  During the Babylonian 
captivity, the king had sent back some Jews, including some priests, to teach the people of 
other nations.  The Jews had intermarried with the other peoples but had eventually built a 
temple and had a worship of Jehovah in their own way.  Because of this, they were hated by 
the Jews.  The Jews avoided even traveling through this part of Palestine. 
  
10. What were some of the results of this evangelistic crusade in Samaria?  
 
8:6-8  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8:12 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Why did all these miracles happen? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What did Jesus say would happen when the Gospel was preached? Mark 16:17-18  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Why did Simon "get saved and baptized"? _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    There are often false converts along with the true converts.  They come to join the church 
for some benefits they can get or think they can get, or because it is the popular thing to do. 
Philip did baptize Simon even though later he saw that Simon was not a true convert. 
 
14. What was Simon's sin that kept him from getting saved? Acts 8:19-23  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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    Simon got into the church as he saw that he could benefit from it.  He saw the Gospel as a 
way of making money.  It still happens today.  Business men enter the church to appear to be 
a good member of the community to improve their business.  Some people enter to get 
financial help.  Some even enter the ministry to make money. 
 
15. Who came from Jerusalem to find out what was happening? 8:14 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. Why do you think the apostles in Jerusalem sent Peter and John to Samaria?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    The apostles felt a responsibility to examine this new work to see if it was of God.  Some 
churches refuse the government or authority of an organization.  But it is important to help 
control problems or false teaching that may begin among new Christians.  Since Philip was 
from the Jerusalem church, it was the apostles' responsibility to oversee this new church as a 
father oversees the work of his son. 
 
17. What did Peter and John do for the new converts? 8:15-17 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    These people had heard the Gospel, seen the miracles, received Christ and were baptized in 
water but had not received the Holy Spirit.  That was the next step necessary in their spiritual 
development. 
 
18. What do you think Simon was that made him know that these people had received the  
 
Holy Spirit? 8:18 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. How can you know if you have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit? ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. What did Jesus promise those who believe? Mark 16:17 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Simon wanted this power.  He offered to buy it.  But you cannot buy or earn the right to 
receive the Holy Spirit.  Just like salvation, the Spirit is given freely to those who will 
believe and receive.  If you have not yet received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, all you have 
to do is ask in faith and allow Him to come in and take control of your life.  If you want, you 
could ask someone who has received the baptism of the Holy Spirit to pray with you. 
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21. Did Simon repent of his covetousness? 8:24 ____________________________________ 
 
    He didn't ask for forgiveness but asked that the apostles pray for him that he would not fall 
under God' judgement.  Many people are like Simon.  They want to escape God's judgement 
but are not willing to repent and leave their sins. 
 
READ ACTS 8:26-40 
 
    Philip had seen a revival in Samaria, and I think he would have liked to stay right there and 
build up a church.  He could have enjoyed the fruit of his ministry. 
 
22. Why didn't Philip stay in Samaria? 8:26,27 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    If you want to enjoy the blessing of the Lord on your ministry, stay obedient to Him.  They 
called him Philip the Evangelist because he did not stay in one place but rather went 
everywhere preaching the Gospel.  We have already seen several ministries in this early  
church. 
 
23. Define these ministries that we have already seen: 
 
Disciple ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Apostle ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Deacon ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Evangelist __________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. To how many people did Philip minister in Samaria?  ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. To how many did God send him? 8:26.27 ______________________________________ 
 
    This Ethiopian was not a Jew, but he did follow the Jewish religion.  He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship Jehovah and was now on his way home still unsatisfied.  He was 
seeking for more.  Those who walk in the light they have will be given more.  God sent Philip 
to him. 
 
26. Is just one man important to God? ____________________________________________ 
 
27.  Does God reward us for how many people we preach to, or our obedience to Him?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28. How did Philip know what to do? 8:29 ________________________________________ 
 
    This is the way God wants to lead us by His Spirit if we will listen. 
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29. What question did Philip ask? 8:30 ___________________________________________ 
 
30. What is necessary to believe? 8:31 ____________________________________________ 
 
    The Ethiopian was hungry for truth, but he didn't understand.  We need to teach the truth.  
Although the Bible is available to all, they cannot understand without the help of the Holy 
Spirit.  Romans 10:1,15  The Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53:7,8 in the prophecy of the 
coming of Christ as the Lamb of God who would die for the world.  He believed and 
accepted Christ as his Savior. 
 
31. What was necessary for him to be baptized? 8:37 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Philip tells him he may be baptized if he believes with all his heart.  The Ethiopian 
responds that he does.  He is baptized in the water, and goes on his way rejoicing. 
 
32. But what happens to Philip? 8:39,40 __________________________________________ 
 
33. Do you think Philip was worried about where he was going to stay and what he would  
 
eat? _______________ 
 
34. What did Philip do when he arrived in Ashdod? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Why does God allow persecution in the church? 
2. What should we do if persecution comes on us like it did in the book of Acts? 
3. What are some things we have learned from Philip's method of evangelism? 
4. What was the work of the Apostles in evangelism and church planting? 
5. Which method of evangelism is God's plan – personal evangelism, or mass 

evangelism crusades? 
6. What do we need to do to prepare to evangelize new areas and begin new churches. 
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LESSON 10 

THE GOOD NEWS FOR ALL THE WORLD 
 

Acts Chapters 10 and 11 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you finish this lesson, you will be able to: 
 

1. Show how God reveals Himself to all who search for him. 
2. Use this story to show that God is no respecter of persons. 
3. Explain your own attitude toward other peoples, nations, races, cultures, social rank, or 

life style. 
 
    We have skipped over the story of the conversion of Saul in chapter 9 and will study it in 
our second book on Acts.  The second book will study the life and ministry of the Apostle 
Paul.   
 
    The direction of church growth changed very much in chapter 10 with the conversion of 
Cornelius.  Christ came to the Jew first, so the first converts were among the Jews.  We 
studied about the Samaratians in the last lesson who practiced the Jewish religion so were 
more acceptable than the Gentiles.  The Ethiopian, although from another country, was a 
convert of the Jewish religion and worshipped God. 
 
    Cornelius was a Roman, a Gentile, a member of the colonial oppressors.  They were hated 
and feared.  The Law of Moses said that a Jew was forbidden to go to the house of a Gentile 
or to eat with him.  They were unclean. 
 
READ ACTS 10:1-33 
 
1.  In Acts 1:8, where was evangelism to begin? ____________________________________ 
 
2.  After Jerusalem, where were they to preach?  ____________________________________ 
 
3.  Where were they to go after Samaria?  _________________________________________ 
 
4.  Why do you think they had not begun to evangelize the world? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What was Cornelius' nationality? ____________  His work? ____________________ His  
 
religion? ________________  What nation did he serve?  _______________ What kind of  
 
man was he? ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Was he a Christian? _____  Why? _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6.  Was Cornelius saved because he prayed? ______ Because he gave offerings? ________  
 
Because he was a good man? _________ 
 
7.  What was the result of Cornelius' prayer and good works? 10:4 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    It seems that Captain Cornelius had been assigned to Palestine for army duty.  He had been 
impressed by the religion of the Jewish people and began to practice Jewish prayers to 
Jehovah their God.  Many people ask this question, "What will happen to the heathen who 
have never heard the Gospel?"  You can find the answer to this question in these scriptures.  
John 1:9; Acts 2:39; Acts 17:27; Romans 2:15; Ephesians 2:17,18 
 
8.  What is going to happen to those who have never heard the Gospel? _________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What will make God reveal Himself to any man? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What is necessary for God to accept a person? 10:43 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What does Paul teach us about salvation in these four verses? 
 
Romans 10:9 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Romans 10:10 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Romans 10:11 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Romans 10:13 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What does the angel tell Cornelius to do? 10:5-6 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Romans 10:14-17 tells us that to believe and receive Christ one must hear the Word.  One 
hears the Word from a preacher.  The preacher must be sent by the church.  So we cannot 
expect God to save the world without the messengers taking the Gospel everywhere. 
 
13. What was Peter doing when God gave him the vision? 10:9 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. What did Peter see? _______________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. What did God tell him to do? 10:13 ___________________________________________ 
 
16. What did Peter want to eat? 10:14 ____________________________________________ 
 
    It was against Jewish law to eat certain kinds of meat.  They were considered unclean. 
 
17. What was God teaching Peter? 10:15 __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    God was preparing Peter to fulfill his prophecy in Matthew 16:19.  Peter would open the 
door of salvation for the whole world.  God is no respecter of persons.  Whether it is a drunk, 
a prostitute, a thief or a murderer.  If it is a government official, army man, or business man.  
Whether he is Jew, Moslem, Hindu or worships idols.  God loves the whole world and wants 
them to hear the Gospel and have an opportunity to be saved. 
 
18. How did God get Cornelius ready? 10:3-5 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. How did God get Peter ready? 10:9-15 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    You see how organized God is.  He organizes everything on time.  God is never late, if we 
will listen to His voice and obey when He tells us to go.  Remember how he sent Philip out to 
meet the Ethiopian on the road.  When Peter goes down the stairs, there are two men from 
Cornelius.  They had come from another town arriving at just the right minute. 
 
20.  Can we depend on God making the way when we obey His commands? _____________ 
 
    Peter did not understand what was happening, but God was leading him step by step.  He 
goes and Cornelius is expecting him Act 10:24.  But the biggest event is yet to come.  Peter 
walks in and preaches a new message he has never preached before.  This is the turning point 
in world history.  The obedience of one man changes history.  What would our world be like 
today if the Gospel had been to the Jews only? 
 
READ PETER'S SERMON ACTS 10:34,35 
 
21.  How did Peter begin his sermon? 10:34,35 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Sometimes we preach church doctrine, or our personal ideas and experiences.  Let us 
examine how he preached to these unconverted people. 
 
22. Did he tell them to change their church or the way they worship? ____________ 
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Or to quit sinning and keep certain laws? __________ 
 
23. What did he preach to them? ________________________________________________ 
 
24. What is the Gospel or Good News according to these verses? 
 
10:36 The Word _____________________________________________________________ 
 
10:38 God anointed __________________________________________________________ 
 
10:38 He went about _________________________________________________________ 
 
10:38 because _______________________________________________________________ 
 
10:39 they killed _____________________________________________________________ 
 
10:40 but God _______________________________________________________________ 
 
10:43 everyone who ________________ will have __________________________________ 
 
    If you know the above, you can be an evangelist.  Don't make the Gospel difficult to 
understand.  Remember Peter was only there a short time, so he had to make it simple and 
clear. 
 
25. What was the result of preaching the Gospel? 10:44 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. How did the people with Peter know that God has accepted these Gentiles? ___________ 
 
10:45 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Even Peter was surprised that God accepted them. 
 
27. How did they know they had received the Holy Spirit? 10:46 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Speaking in tongues is a witness to the one who receives and to those who are watching. 
 
28. What did they do after they had received the Holy Spirit? 10:47,48 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    The early church believed that baptism in water was a sign of a believer becoming part of 
the Body of Christ.  The baptism of John was a sign of repentance.  But the Church made it 
not only a testimony of repentance, but also a sign of death to sin and resurrection into a new 
life in Christ.  They also manifested another mark of a new believer.  They wanted to learn 
more.  "Stay and teach us."  A hunger was created by the Holy Spirit. 
 
29. Can we today have the same results as Peter's message? ___________________________ 
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30. Why was Peter's evangelism of Cornelius and his house so successful? _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ ACTS 11:1-18 
 
    Peter goes home and faces criticism from the other Jewish Christians. 
 
31. Why did the Jewish Christians criticize Peter? 11:2 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
32. What stopped their criticism? 11:15-18 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    The Jewish Christians believed that the baptism of the Holy Spirit was a sign that this was 
a work of God.  When they understood this, they were willing to abandon their old beliefs 
and accept the new work God was doing. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Each student can tell what they have learned from this story. 
2. Can we expect changes in the way God is doing things today? 
3. What should we do if we hear of some new way God is working? 
4. How do we know if a new work is of God? 
5. Are you ready to change? 
6. Should we be ready to witness or send the Gospel to our enemies? 
7. What is going to happen to those who have never had a chance to hear the Gospel?  

What can we do? 
 
PRACTICING WHAT WE LEARNED 
 

Ask God to give you a heart for others who are nto like you, both in and out of the 
church.  Allow the Holy Spirit to teach you some new ways to minister. Ask God to give you 
an outreach to the lost of the world. 
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THE MINISTRY OF PAUL 

CHAPTERS 9-28 
 
     In the first part of Acts we saw how the Church was born and grew.  It began on the Day 
of Pentecost just 40 days after Jesus rose from the dead.  At first it was the Jews in Jerusalem 
who accepted Christ as Lord and Savior.  A little later the Church grew out to Samaria, and 
when the persecution began the disciples were scattered into all parts of the world. Wherever 
the disciples went, they began to testify of Jesus, and  many were converted.  However, there 
was no plan concerning how to evangelize the rest of the world.  In this second book we will 
follow the evangelization of the known world during the time and ministry of the apostle 
Paul.  
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LESSON 11 

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL 
 

Acts chapter 9 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1. Tell who Saul was and where he came from. 
     2. Tell how Paul was converted. 
     3. Make a lesson from what you learned. 
 
READ CHAPTER 9 before you begin this lesson. 
 
1.  Where did we first see Saul in Acts? ___________________________________________ 
 
2.  What was he doing? _______________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We first see Saul in Acts 8:1 at the stoning of Stephen.  He was an enemy of the Gospel.  
The Bible tells us that he was a member of the Pharisees who were very strict  in interpreting 
the Law of Moses.  He was a member of the ruling body of the temple, the Sanhedrin.  
According to the rules, to be in this group one had to be 40 years old. We do not know if he 
was married. He was an educated man having been taught by the leading Jewish rabbi or 
teacher.  Although he was an Israelite, he was born and raised in Tarsus, which was a colonial 
city of Rome, so he was a Roman citizen. He spoke Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. Hebrew 
was the language of the Old Testament. Greek was the language of the Romans. And 
Aramaic was the language of the Jews at that time.  
 
3.  What did Saul do according to Acts 8:3 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Why do you think Saul hated the Christians so much? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Saul was a very religious man. A follower of Jehovah and the laws of Moses. He believed 
he was serving God in persecuting Christians because Christians said that Jesus was the Son 
of God and that man did not need to obey the laws of Moses to be saved. 
 
5.  Where was Saul going in this story? 9:2 ________________________________________ 
 
6.  What did he want to do in Damascus? _________________________________________ 
 
7.  What happened to him on the road? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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8.  Who spoke to Saul? ________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What question did Jesus ask Saul? 9:4 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Who was Saul really persecuting? ____________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that when a person persecutes Christ's body the church, he is persecuting Christ. 
 But instead of punishing Saul or destroying him, God stops him to save him.  How great is 
the love of God that He saves His enemies!  It is interesting to see that all the men with Saul 
heard the sound of a voice, but Saul understood the voice. God speaks to and calls those He 
has chosen. He does not choose people because they are good, but because He knows that 
they will obey His call and do what He tells them to do.  
 
11. Why does God choose some people before others? _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What did Saul do in Damascus? 9:9___________________________________________ 
 
13.  Why did he wait in the city?_________________________________________________ 
     

Saul had made the first step to serve Christ.  HE OBEYED the order of the Lord.  
Before he was a rebel and an enemy.  Now he had to submit to Christ first of all. 
      
14. What is the first step you have to make in serving Christ? _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Whom did God choose to pray for Saul? _______________________________________ 
 
     The second step Saul had to make was to HUMBLE HIMSELF. Saul was an educated 
man and a religious leader.  Now Christ sends an ordinary  member of the church to pray for 
him.  It wasn't even one of the twelve apostles.  But Ananias was an obedient servant. 
 
16.Why did Ananias fear to go to Saul? 9:13,14 ____________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Ananias knew who Saul was and what he had come to Damascus to do.  But God showed 
him that Saul was a chosen vessel of God.  He was to be the greatest of the apostles, but it 
wasa simple believer who brought him into the light of the Gospel.  
 
17.  What did God send Ananias to do? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Saul not only received his physical sight, but also his spiritual sight. He received the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit which opened up his understanding of who Jesus was and gave 
him the boldness to begin to preach the name of Jesus. The third step in serving Christ is 
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being FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT.   
 
WRITE A SPIRITUAL LESSON YOU HAVE LEARNED FROM THE CONVERSION OF  
 
SAUL. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Saul leaves Ananias a changed man, full of the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
 
18.  What is the first thing Saul begins to do? 9:20 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19.  How did he preach? 9:22 ___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. Where did he get this wisdom and power? ______________________________________ 
 
21. What was the result of his preaching? 9:23 _____________________________________ 
 
22. How did he leave Damascus?________________________________________________ 
 
     Saul wanted to share what he had found.  He also wanted to do what God had called him 
to do. But it wasn't God's time for him to begin his ministry. God wanted to teach him some 
more things that he needed to know. 
  
23.  How was he welcomed in Jerusalem by the apostles? 9:26_________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24.  Who introduced Saul into the group?__________________________________________ 
 
     Saul was accepted in the church on the recommendation of Barnabas. And he begins to 
preach boldly in Jerusalem disputing with the Greek-speaking Jews.  
 
25.  But what was the result of his disputing with the Greek- speaking Jews? 9:29  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26.  Where do the Christians send Saul? 9:30 ______________________________________ 
 
     They sent him home to Tarsus.  He might have thought that he had failed and was rejected 
by the church.  He was probably discouraged.  But we know that all these things happened to 
accomplish the will of God in developing his character and faith in Christ.  Sometimes we see 
what we are doing as failures when we are rejected by other Christians, people criticize us, no 
one will listen, we suffer persecution, fall sick, or lose our jobs.    
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27.  Why does God allow these things to happen to His chosen men? ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God allows failure, rejection, persecution and problems to come into our lives to cause us 
to grow in maturity in Him. Even though Saul was full of the power and wisdom of the Holy 
Spirit, he still was not ready to do what God had called him to do. God needed to train him 
and prepare him to minister to the Gentiles.  
 
So we see the fourth step in preparation for service is TRAINING. 
 
It is also important to begin to do what God has called us to do at GOD'S TIME. 
 
28. What else is important in preparation for God's service? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ GALATIANS 1:11-24.  
 
29. How long did God take to prepare Saul for ministry? 1:18 _________________________ 
 
     Many theologians believe from this scripture that Saul spent at least three years in the 
desert of Arabia and his home town of Tarsus studying the Old Testament to understand the 
teachings of Christ. It was probably during this time by himself that he received most of the 
great revelations we read in his epistles to the churches. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Tell the story of the conversion of Saul. 
2. Discuss the necessary steps in preparation for ministry using the example of Saul. 

  
PRACTICING WHAT YOU'VE LEARNED 
   
     Think about your own experience since becoming a Christian.  Have people or 
circumstances or  disappointments killed your excitement and faith in Jesus Christ? If so, 
don't be discouraged, God is not done with you yet, but is preparing you for greater ministry.  
 
     Ask God to light the fire in your soul again.   
 
     Ask God to show you how He is preparing your life and what He is going to do with you.  
   
     If you feel you are failing in your ministry or service to God, maybe this is a time God 
wants you to stop and spend some time with Him to receive new revelations from His Word 
and a new power for ministry. 
 
     Or maybe this is a time for you to renew your work for Christ and believe that God will 
honor your ministry. 
 
     If you seek God, He will show you what to do. 
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LESSON 12 

PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY 
 

Acts 11:19-30 and 13:1-52 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain what a missionary is and how they are chosen. 
     2.  Tell how each one in the body can know his own ministry. 
     3.  Give the qualifications of  a missionary. 
     4.  Decide what your work in life is and how you can begin preparing for it. 
 
     We did not study  Acts 9:32-43 where Peter is released from prison because in this course 
we are studying the life and ministry of Paul.  
 
     God had called Saul.  He was converted.  He was baptized in water and with the Holy 
Spirit.  He tried to preach in Damascus and Jerusalem as Christ had commanded him.  But 
instead of success he had opposition.  He ends up going home to Tarsus, and then to Arabia, 
where he waited on God's will.  He studied the Word to learn about this new teaching and 
experience he had.  It was during this period that God revealed to him the great  teaching of 
salvation by grace through faith alone. 
 
     When the Apostles had preached to the Jews, they already believed in God, so they only 
needed to repent of their sins and put their faith in Jesus Christ. But when Paul went to preach 
to the Gentiles, he needed more revelation because they did not know who the true God was. 
The Gentiles were not included in the promises that God had given to Israel through 
Abraham and Moses. 
 
1. Who are the Gentiles? ______________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Why did Paul need more revelations to preach to the Gentiles? ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What did God do for Saul to prepare him for this ministry? _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What is necessary before God can use someone He has chosen? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We will see a change in the Church in chapter 11. Up to here most of the people in the 
Church were Jews, Samaritans, or converts to the Jewish faith.  They had only to accept 
Christ as the promised Messiah and repent of their sins. 
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READ ACTS 11:19-30 before you answer these questions. 
 
5.  To whom did they preach in Antioch? 11:19 ____________________________________ 
 
6.  In 11:20 to whom did they begin to preach? ____________________________________ 
 
7.  In what city did the first Gentiles accept Christ? _________________________________ 
 
8. Why is this announcing the Gospel to the Gentiles so important to us?  _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are Gentiles by birth. If the Gospel was not for Gentiles, we would still be lost and in 
sin. But thanks be unto God, because of Jesus Christ, when we are born again we come into 
all the promises of the Jews and even greater promises. 
 
9. When the Jerusalem church heard the news of the conversion of the Gentiles, what did they  
 
do? 11:22 __________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Barnabas means "Son of Encouragement."  Remember that it was Barnabas who had 
presented Saul to the leaders of the Church when all others had rejected him.   He was not 
one of the twelve apostles, but he did a great work for Christ. 
 
10. What kind of a man was Barnabas? 11:24 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What did Barnabas do to establish the church in Antioch? 11:25,26 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     About 3 years had passed since Saul left Jerusalem. But Barnabas had not forgotten this 
powerful speaker. Barnabas recognized that he was a chosen servant of God and that there 
was a great work for him to do. He went and brought Saul back to help at Antioch to work 
with this new church among the Greeks. Saul had been studying the scriptures for these three 
years. Now Barnabas would disciple him and give him some practical experience in 
establishing a new church.     
 
12.  Is God in a hurry?___________  Does He forget those He has chosen? ______________ 
 
God will accomplish all His word and purpose in His time. 
 
13.  Did Barnabas leave Saul to pastor this new church? ______________________________ 
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14. Should we leave a new church in the hands of a deacon, elder or pastor who is a new  
 
convert? ________  
 
15.  Who were first called Christians?____________________________________________ 
 
16.  Why do you think they called them Christians? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Who came from Jerusalem? 11:27 ____________________________________________ 
 
18. What did Agabus prophesy? _________________________________________________ 
 
19. How did Agabus have this knowledge?________________________________________ 
 
     There were prophets in the Old Testament and in the New Testament as well. In I 
Corinthians chapters 12 and 14, Paul speaks about this gift and ministry.  Sometimes a 
prophet speaks of what will happen in the future. And other times he will speak a warning or 
a word of encouragement from God. But the word of a prophet must always be in agreement 
with the Word of God. We judge a prophet by the fruits of his ministry and if what he 
prophesies comes to pass.  
 
20.  What DID the Church do about this prophecy? 11:29,30__________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This young Church was learning to give and share what they had.  That is a mark of a true 
Christian.  They loved as Christ loved and gave of themselves to help others. 
 
21.  How do we demonstrate that we are in the family of God?_________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We see the quality of church that was established in Antioch.  They studied the Word of 
God.  They gave to one another.  They loved one another.  As James says, " we show our 
love for God by loving our brothers." 
 
    WE PASS OVER CHAPTER 12 TO CONTINUE IN CHAPTER 13 BECAUSE WE ARE 
FOLLOWING THE LIFE OF PAUL AND HIS MINISTRY. 
 
READ CHAPTER 13. 
 
22.  What work did Paul do in Antioch?___________________________________________ 
 
23.  Who chose Paul and Barnabas to be missionaries?13:2____________________________ 
 
24.  What part did the church have in Paul's ministry?________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     God told the church to set apart Saul and Barnabas to do the work He had called them to 
do. Both men had been called of God for a special work. They had been prepared by God for 
this work. Saul had been called by God over four years ago, and now God was using the 
church to send Him out to do what God had called him to do. God uses the church as His 
body in the world to accomplish His work by the power of His Spirit.  
 
25.  What did the church do when they heard the will of God? 13:3 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26.  Did Saul and Barnabas go out on their own will? ________________________________ 
 
     We cannot go out and do the work of God on our own. We must be chosen of God and 
sent out by His church.  A person who goes out on his own will fall.  We must be under the 
leadership of the church. 
 
27.  Where do Saul and Barnabas start their ministry? 13:4____________________________ 
 
     Look at the map to see where they went.  Notice the locations of Jerusalem, Samaria, 
Antioch, and Cyprus.  They didn't go to a far part of the world first.  They did leave their own 
homes, their towns, their country, their culture, their family and friends, and did go to a place 
which had not yet heard the Gospel. 
 
     So we see that a missionary is one who is CALLED OF GOD, PREPARED in the Word 
and experience, SET APART by the Holy Spirit for a special job, and SENT OUT by the 
church. A missionary is also one who LEAVES HIS HOME, family and friends to go to a 
different tribe or country to preach the Gospel. 
 
28. What is a missionary? ______________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29. Who did Paul and Barnabas take with them? 13:5 ________________________________ 
 
     We see that they are taking someone to disciple in the ministry. We should always be 
discipling others in the ministry God has called us to.  
 
30. Who did they meet in Paphos? 13:6,8 _________________________________________ 
 
31. What did Elymas try to do? _________________________________________________ 
 
32. What did Paul do? ________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
33. How was Paul able to make Elymas blind? _____________________________________ 
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34. What was the result of the power and authority of Paul? 13:12 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      Paul speaks as a prophet saying what God tells him.  There is no place in the Church for 
cursing other Christians who may oppose us.If we fight God's people, we will be fighting 
God. We are to use God's Word and His power against the enemy.      This was a 
demonstration of the power of the Christ that Paul was preaching.  The result was the 
salvation of the leading man of the city. 
      
35.  Who leaves them in Pamphylia?_____________________________________________  
 

We will read more about this man later on.  John Mark was Barnabas' nephew and 
brings division between Paul and Barnabas later on. But in the end he becomes a great 
comfort to Paul.  God was not finished preparing this young man yet. 
 
36.  Where do they go to preach first of all in Pamphylia?_____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul had a custom of always going to the synagogue where he preached first to the Jews.  
Paul gave them first chance to receive Christ. 
 
READ PAUL'S SERMON IN 13:16-41. 
 
     His sermon is like the sermon on the day of Pentecost. Look at it up close. 
 
    What does he speak about in 13:16-22? _________________________________________ 
 
    What does he preach about in 13:23-37? ________________________________________ 
 
    Why did Jesus come?13:38 __________________________________________________ 
 
    What was necessary for deliverance?13:39 ______________________________________ 
 
    What was the result if they believed? 13:39 ______________________________________ 
 
37. What was the result of Paul's message? 13:42 ___________________________________ 
 
38. Who came to hear him on the next Sabbath? ____________________________________ 
 
39. What was the response of the Jews? 13:45 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
40. What was the response of the Gentiles? 13:48 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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41.  What is Paul's decision as a result of this rejection by the Jews? 13:51 _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
42. What happened to those who believed? 13:52 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Everyone should hear the Gospel, but we cannot spend our life trying to win those 
who refuse the gift of life eternal. We need to go to others who will receive it.   
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss the qualifications of a missionary. 
2. Can apostles, prophets, pastors, evangelists and teachers also be missionaries?  Should 

they have the same qualifications as a missionary? 
3. Are all apostles, prophets, pastors, evangelists and teachers called to be missionaries? 
4. Do you need to have one of the fivefold ministries to be a missionary? 
5. Is everyone called to be a missionary?  Is everyone called to preach the gospel? 
6. How would you know if you are to go as a missionary? 
7. Who should send missionaries? 
8. Who should support the missionaries?  How? 
9. What does a missionary do? 
10. What do you feel God has called you to do?  Are you prepared in the Word and 

experience?  Have you been set apart by the Holy Spirit?  Have you been sent by the 
church? 

 
PRACTICING WHAT YOU LEARNED 
 
     Quietly examine you own life.  Have you been doing the will of God as expressed in Matt. 
28:19? Ask the Lord what He would have you to do in the winning of the world to Christ.   
     Prepare yourself!  Begin to serve, study, teach, minister, and become what God wants you 
to be. 
     The Church will hear from God as well as you and consecrate you to whatever ministry 
He calls you to do.  If they don't consecrate you, you probably weren't called or they feel you 
are not ready yet. Be patient and let God exalt you in His time and in His way.  
 
     Maybe God has called you, but your job, your family, your farm or other worldly goods 
are hindering you from answering the call of God. Leave all that is important to you and 
allow Him to use you for His glory.           
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LESSON 13 

PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY (PART 2) 
 

Acts 13:49-14:28 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 

1. Tell what a missionary does in his ministry when he is well received and when he is 
not received. 

2. Tell the steps a missionary must take when he has started a new church. 
     3.  Tell what the work of an elder is. 
     4.  Discuss how you can be a part of a missionary program in your church. 
 
     We stopped in lesson 2 where Paul and Barnabas were on their trip through Pamphylia.  
At Antioch of Pisidia they were persecuted until they finally left Pisidia. 
 
1.  Who organized the opposition to Paul and his ministry? 13:50 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What two things did Paul and Barnabas do when they were thrown out of  Antioch?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What did Jesus tell the disciples to do when they met opposition?  
 
Matt. 10:14 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 10:23__________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Was their work in Antioch a failure? Acts 13:51 __________________________________ 
 
     So we see that even though we may be persecuted and forced to leave an area, we should 
not be discouraged, because the seed we have planted will bear fruit.  
Look at your map and follow the journeys of Paul and Barnabas. 
 
READ CHAPTER 14 before you continue this lesson. 
 
5.  Where did Paul first preach in Iconium? _______________ To whom  did he preach?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Did many people believe? ___________________________________________________ 
  
7.  What made the people believe? 14:3 ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. What was the response of the crowd? 14:4-6 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What can we expect when we do missionary work?_______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     When we preach with boldness by the power of the Holy Spirit, God will prove what we 
are preaching by performing miracles and wonders. This will cause many to believe but will 
also bring opposition, persecution and division.   
 
10.  Where did they go next? 14:6________________________________________________ 
 
11.  How did they get the crowds to listen to them? 14:8-10 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What did the people think when they saw the miraculous healing? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     People do not always believe in Christ when they see miracles. They can believe it is 
magic. These people believed that Paul and Barnabas were two of their pagan gods.  They 
wanted to worship them.  Paul could have accepted that worship because he had done such a 
great miracle. But Paul used this opportunity to explain that it was not they but Jesus who had 
done the miracle. Many people who do miracles begin to think that they are important. We 
need to be careful, that when God uses us to do some great miracle, that we do not receive 
any of the praises for ourselves.  
 
13. What did Paul and Baranabas do when they heard what the crowd was going to do?  
 
14:14-17 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. What did Paul say that God had done? 14:15-17 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. What was the result of Paul and Barnabas' mission to Lystra? 14:19 _________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We see that we need to be careful of the praises of men. For the ones who praise you may 
be the ones who will later stone you. Preaching the Gospel can bring persecution and 
suffering, but God did not abandon them.  Paul gets up alive and goes back into the town.  
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16. Why do Paul and Barnabas go back to the towns where they had preached the Gospel and  
 
had been rejected? 14:21-23 (4 things) ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In every place there was opposition, but there were also converts that went on in the Lord. 
 Churches were established.  They were meeting together for prayer and Bible study.  These 
baby churches were in need of encouragement and teaching. This is the first place where they 
called a group of believers "the church." 
 
17. What did they call these groups of new believers? 14:23___________________________ 
 
18. How many churches are there in the world?_____________________________________ 
      
     True, there are many local churches but we are all part of only one Church, the Body of 
Christ.  
 
19. Who chose Paul to be an apostle to the Gentiles? ________________________________ 
 
20.  Who sent Paul out to establish new churches among the Gentiles? 13:3 ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
21. Who did Paul and Barnabas choose to be over the new church? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We see a chain of command here. God chose Paul as an apostle to the Gentiles. Paul is 
sent out by the church, under the authority of Christ and the church. Under this authority Paul 
chooses the leadership of the new churches he has established. Later he wrote letters to give 
them instructions on what to teach and how to govern the church. 
 
     In Acts chapter 2 we saw that the church chose seven deacons that were approved by the 
apostles. These deacons were helpers in the church.  Their main job was to take care of the 
physical needs of the church.  Here in Acts 14:23 we see that elders are chosen by the apostle 
or the one who established the church. They were not chosen by the church. Let us look at the 
qualifications and work of an elder according to the Bible. 
 
     1.  Qualifications of an elder. Titus 1:5-9 
     2.  An elder is a church leader and should be paid. I Timothy 5:17 
     3.  An elder is a preacher and teacher in the church. I Timothy 5:17 
     4.  An elder prays for the sick. James 5:14 
   
     As we study these portions of scripture we see that the elders in the early church had the 
ministry of pastors. The were the pastors of the early church. We also see that every church 
had several elders or pastors.  These men did the spiritual ministry in the church and were the 
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spiritual authority in the church.  
 
22. Who chooses the elders of the church? ________________________________________ 
 
23. What is the work of the elders in the church? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. What did Paul and Barnabas do after their first missionary journey? Acts 14:26-28  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. Why do you think they went back to give a report of their work to the church in Antioch?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. What did they talk about in Antioch? 14:27 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We can say that the church at Antioch was their mother church and the mother church to 
all the new churches they had established. The elders at Antioch were not any greater than the 
rest, but it was they who had sent Paul and Barnabas out. Paul and Barnabas were their 
missionaries.  The church participated in their going and in the harvest as well.  They sent 
them, prayed for them, and supported them. 
 
27.  How can a church become a missionary church?________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28. If we ourselves cannot go as missionaries to some distant place, what can we do to  
 
participate in their harvest of souls? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     When a church sends one of its members, the other members are sharing in the work and 
the reward. 
 
29. What does Paul say in I Cor. 3:5-9?___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Are you and your church part of missions? 
2. What can you do to begin to send out missionaries? 
3. What are some of the results of missionary work according to this lesson? 
4. What should we do when we establish a new church? 
5. What is the work of an elder? 

 
PRACTICING WHAT WE LEARNED 
 
     If you have seen the importance of worldwide evangelism, think how you can participate 
in it.  If you are not presently involved in missions, begin to learn all you can about mission 
work in your country and seek your part in God's program. If you do not find any mission 
program you can work with, see if you can begin a mission program with some of the 
Christians in your area.  Remember God has called us to preach the Gospel to all nations. If 
you cannot go, you should be helping to send someone else. 
 
1. Make a decision that you are going to become involved in missions. 
2. Pray about it until you know what God wants you to do. 
3. Tell your pastor or leader what you have learned and what you feel God wants you to do. 
4. Begin to plan and work toward accomplishing what you are called to do. 
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LESSON 14 

FIRST DOCTRINAL PROBLEM 
 

Acts chapter 15 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain how doctrinal problems were solved in the early church. 
     2.  Explain how we solve doctrinal problems today in our own churches. 
      
READ ALL OF CHAPTER 15 before you begin this lesson. 
 
     Paul and Barnabas had returned to Antioch from their first missionary trip.  They stayed 
there in their home church for a long time.  They began to teach again as they had before 
leaving.  They were in need of rest from the traveling and the constant opposition and 
persecution they had experienced.  The churches they had established in Asia Minor 
continued without their presence because they were well-organized and had Spirit-filled, 
trained elders.  
 
1. Should  there be a time for rest in the ministry?___________________________________ 
 
2. Why weren't they worried about the churches they had founded? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
      
3. What did they do when they got back to the church that had sent them? _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What problem came up while Paul and Barnabas were in Antioch? 15:1,2 _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Some teachers from Jerusalem had added something to being saved beyond faith and 
repentance. The church, in Paul's day and today, for reasons of tradition or to maintain 
discipline has always tried to add something to the Gospel of salvation.  
 
      We must remember that the first converts and first apostles were all Jews. They believed 
in Jesus as Messiah and Savior, but they still practiced the Jewish religion.  They were still 
praying in the temple and keeping other Jewish traditions.  They hadn't yet understood all the 
meaning of salvation by grace. So they expected the Gentiles who were saved to begin to 
practice some of the Jewish traditions, too. But  Paul  had already received the doctrine of 
grace through faith revealed to him by God while he was in Arabia.  He explains this in the 
book of Galatians. 
 
5.  Who created this problem of circumcision?______________________________________ 
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6. How did the elders in Antioch handle this doctrinal problem? 15:2 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Why do you think they wanted Paul and Barnabas to go to Jerusalem? ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jerusalem was the mother church of the church in Antioch. They were the ones who had 
the authority to solve this problem. Also, the ones who were causing the problem in Antioch 
were Jewish Christians from Jerusalem. 
 
8. Who all spoke in this meeting in Jerusalem? 15:5,7,12,13 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that everybody had an opportunity to  express  his opinion. 
 
9. Who in Jerusalem discussed and made the  decision on this doctrinal problem? 15:6  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We see that the apostles and elders were the ones who discussed and made a decision on 
this problem.  Remember they did not have a New Testament and all the teachings of Paul 
that we have today. They were beginning to establish church doctrine from their study of the 
Old Testament and the teachings of Christ. Today we have the New Testament, so all of our 
decisions on doctrinal problems must be based on the Bible. 
 
10. After the Jews had spoken, who was the first apostle to speak? _____________________ 
 
11. What four reasons did Peter give as to why the Gentiles should not have to obey the Law 
of Moses? 15:7-10  
      
     1._______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2._______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3._______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     4._______________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What was Peter's final decision? 15:11 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. How did Paul and Barnabas convince them that circumcision was not necessary to  
 
salvation?  15:12,13 __________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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14.  Who was the last to speak on the question? 15:13________________________________ 
 
     This was James the brother of Jesus who was the leader of the apostles. The disciple 
James had already been killed for the Gospel. As the head of the church organization, James 
gives the final decision.  
 
15.  What was their decision? 15:19,20____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They agreed with Peter, Paul and Barnabas that it was not necessary for Gentile converts 
to obey the Law of Moses. The Jewish Christians continued to obey the Law of Moses. The 
Gentile converts were to stay away from three things because they would be a bad testimony 
to the Gospel. 
 

1. Food offered to idols.  It would lead back into idolatry. 
2. Sexual immorality.  It was sin. 
3. Meat of strangled animals and blood.  It would have been  offensive to the Jews in the 

church. (Exodus tells us the that the life is in the blood, and the blood of animals 
typified the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God). 

 
16.  How was this decision to be made known to the churches? 15:22,23 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Who did they send with Paul and Barnabas? ____________________________________ 
 
18. How did the church in Antioch receive the message? 15:31 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. What kind of men were Judas and Silas? 15:32 __________________________________ 
 
20. What did they do in Antioch? ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The first problem we looked at was a problem of doctrine and was settled by the apostles 
and elders of Jerusalem.  Now we will look at a problem that comes between friends and 
fellow ministers of the Gospel.         
 
21.  Why did Paul and Barnabas separate? 15:36-39_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 22. Why didn't Paul want to take John Mark with him on this second missionary journey?  
 
15:38 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Paul and Barnabas were strong men of faith and had strong opinions about what they 
believed. Paul was very strong and felt it was a sign of weakness in John Mark to give up and 
go home. Barnabas was a man with more patience and wanted to give his nephew another 
chance.  
 
23.  What good result was there from this confrontation? 15:39-41 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Now there were two missionary teams. Perhaps it was another way God used to multiply 
the church.   God knows how to turn everything to His own advantage, even our weaknesses 
and failures. 
 
     Paul and Silas worked together well on Paul's second missionary journey. But later we 
will see that John Mark will come back again to work with Paul. Col.4:10 and II Tim. 4:11.  
After Paul has died in Rome, John Mark works with Peter as his secretary. He also writes the 
Gospel of Mark.  I Peter 5:13. 
 
     So we see that sometimes even though we stumble and fail, or may be rejected by 
Christian leaders, we should not give up, because God is not through with us yet.    
 
24.  What do you learn from the story of John Mark? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We never know how God will bring glory to His name through circumstances. God can 
take something bad that happens for His glory and to accomplish His purpose. No matter 
what circumstance we face, we must put all of our trust in Him. Romans 8:28 says, "And we 
know that ALL THINGS work together for good to them that LOVE GOD, to them who are 
CALLED according to His purpose." 
  
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. How did the first church solve their differences of doctrine? 
2. How do we solve our differences of doctrine? 
3. How do we solve problems between church leaders?  How do we solve problems 

between people in the church? 
4. Are problems and division always bad? 
5. Be ready to recite Romans 8:28 in class. 
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LESSON 15 

PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON 
 

Acts chapter 16 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 
  1.  Explain why Paul made the second missionary trip. 
  2.  Give three ways God directed Paul in his ministry. 
  3.  Describe how Paul began a new church. 
  4.  Tell the story of Paul and Silas in prison with a lesson you have learned from it. 
 
READ ALL OF CHAPTER 16 before you begin this lesson. 
 
     Paul had stayed a while in Antioch resting from the last journey and ministering in the 
local church.   He wanted to return to visit the churches he had started on the first journey.  
He wanted to strengthen, encourage, and teach them the will of God more fully.    
 
1. What did Paul want to do on his second missionary trip? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Who did Paul and Silas take with them on this trip? _______________________________ 
 
3.  What nationality was his mother? _____________________  His father? ______________ 
 
4.  What kind of person was Timothy's mother? II Tim. 1:5___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What did other Christians think of Timothy? Acts 16:2 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What did Paul say about Timothy?  II Tim. 3:15__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that Timothy was a young man with a good testimony among the believers. As 
a child he was taught the Word and faith from his mother and grandmother. But because he 
had not been circumcised, Paul had him circumcised to avoid offending both Jewish and 
Greek Christians who had been circumcised.   
 
7.  Why did Paul have Timothy circumcised? ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 68 



8.  According to the rules of the church, did Timothy have to be circumcised? ___________  
 
9.  What principle of conduct do we see in this act?__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In Matthew 18:6, Jesus warns us that great judgment will come on those who may do 
something that may offend another Christian and cause that person to be lost.  In I 
Corinthians 8:9 Paul warns us not to let our freedom cause those who are weak in the faith to 
fall into sin. We need to be ready to do all we can to bring others to Christ, even if it means 
giving up some of our own freedoms.  
 
10.  Why do you think Paul took Timothy with him?_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Christian leaders need to follow Jesus' example in training disciples to do the same work 
they are doing. In that way we can multiply our ministry.  Making disciples was one of the 
last commandments of Jesus. 
 
11. Are you a disciple or making disciples?________________________________________ 
 
     You should be doing both.  We should be learning and growing as well as helping 
someone else to grow.  Making disciples is not only making converts, but also teaching them 
by your word and example.  
 
     In the SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY Paul visits the churches he established on his 
first journey.  They were the same places where he had been stoned, driven away, and his 
message had been rejected. 
 
12. What was the result of Paul's second missionary journey? 16:5 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that even though he was persecuted and rejected, God's Word had grown and 
prevailed against the enemy. Churches had been well established and were growing.  The 
Christian life and ministry are a battle against the powers of darkness.  If we don't fight, we 
will not advance. 
 
13. What did Paul say about Ephesus in I Corinthians 16:8-9?_________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul walked in the Spirit . Rom 8:14 says "...those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God."  We will see some ways God led Paul in his ministry. 
 
14. In Acts 16:6 how did God guide Paul?_________________________________________ 
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15. In 16:7 what happened?_____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. In 16:9 how did God direct Paul?_____________________________________________ 
 
17.  What did they do when they received the vision?________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God can guide us in our spirit until we see His will to do something or not do it.  If we 
walk in the Spirit, we will know and do His will. The most important thing is to be willing to 
abandon our plans when the Lord shows us His plan. 
 
18.  What did Paul say in Phil. 2:13?_____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God always speaks to us in our spirit, whether it is something we feel, or a word from 
somebody else, or a vision or from the Bible.  The Spirit will always bear witness with our 
spirit that this is the will of God for us. When Paul understood the will of God, he did it 
immediately.  When we obey and begin to do what God has told us to do, God will continue 
to give us a strong assurance and peace that we are in His will. 
 
19. How can we know the will of God? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God had called Paul to preach to the Gentiles. When he obeyed God and went, then God 
was able to show him where to preach and where not to preach. We must obey what God has 
already told us to do before God can give us more direction. A car that is sitting still can not 
be driven. 
 
20. What command has God already given you? ____________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ Are you doing it? _____________ 
 
21.  Why do you suppose the Spirit stopped Paul from preaching? ______________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Maybe these cities were not ready to receive the Gospel yet. Sometimes God tells us to 
wait or to change our plans. We must always be willing and ready to obey what we feel the 
Spirit is speaking to us to do. 
 
NOW FOLLOW PAUL'S SECOND TRIP ON THE MAP. ACTS 15:41-16:11 
 
They left their mother church in A ___________________, to go to S ________________  
 
and C _________________ strengthening the churches. Paul traveled to D_____________  
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and L _________________, from there going on through the regions of P _______________,  
 
and G _________________.  They then traveled through M __________________  and went  
 
down to T ___________________. They left by ship from Troas to N __________________.  
 
From there they arrived in P _________________________, which was the capital of  
 
Macedonia. In the vision, it was the man from Macedonia who had called them to come and 
help. Think how much of their time was taken up moving from one place to another.  We 
think of Paul preaching every day and winning souls, but much of his time was spent in 
traveling on foot or by boat. It was a hard life that required great sacrifice and hardship. 
 
22. How did Paul travel from place to place? ______________________________________ 
 
23. Why did Paul go to the river on the Sabbath? Acts 16:13 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24.  Who was his first convert in Philippi?_________________________________________ 
 
     Paul went to where he would expect to find people assembled for prayer.  No matter 
where Jews lived, they always found a special place to get together to say their prayers 
toward Jerusalem.  He finds a woman there who accepts Christ.  She invites him to stay at her 
house.  She was a merchant of cloth.  
 
25. Who is the next person Paul met? 16:16________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. What did she say about Paul, Silas and Timothy? ________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________Was this true?__________ 
 
27. Why do you think Paul was upset by what she was saying if it was true? ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God allowed this woman to trouble Paul so that His power might be made manifest. Paul 
wasn't happy with having a demoniac bearing witness to who he was or who Jesus was.  
 
28.  What did Paul do?________________________________________________________ 
 
29.  How long did it take for him to cast the demon out? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30. What did her masters do? ___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     They had no love for the girl.  They only cared for her as a means of making money.  
Satan always stirs up trouble when you deliver people from his power. 
 
31. What was the result of Paul's ministry? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
32.  Did the magistrates have a right to beat Paul? ________________ Why? _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Only people born in a Roman city could be citizens.  They could not be beaten or 
punished without a trial. Tarsus, Paul's home, was a Roman city, so he was a Roman citizen. 
 
     But Paul did not claim citizenship to escape this suffering.  His faith was in God. He knew 
God had called him to Philippi, that God had allowed this to happen and that God would 
deliver him.  This suffering was for the glory of God.   
 
33.  What does Paul say in Acts 14:22? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
34. What do Paul and Silas do in prison? 16:25 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
35. Why were they able to sing afterthey had been falsely accused, beaten and then chained in  
 
a dark prison? _______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
36. What was the result of having a good attitude in the midst of suffering? (2 things) ______ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
37. What does Paul tell the jailer to do to be saved? 16:31 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The doors of the prison were open, but Paul and Silas did not escape.  Their work was not 
complete.  One reason they were there was to give the Gospel to the jailer and his family.  
They probably did not fully understand what God was doing, but they praised God anyhow.  
 
38. Was this imprisonment an attack of the enemy, or a work of God? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      We can be sure that when we fall into problems while walking obedientlyto the will of 
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God, what happens to us is the will of God for us at that moment.  Rom. 8:28 
 
39. What should we do if we find ourselves under the attack of the enemy when we are doing  
 
the will of God? _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The chief jailer believed on Jesus with all his family.  They all accepted the Lord.  They 
then followed Him in baptism.  Lydia and her whole family accepted Christ, and now we see 
the jailer and his whole family accepted Christ. I believe it is God's will for our families to be 
saved. 
 
     The Roman leaders had no idea what had happened.  They had now discovered that Paul is 
a Roman citizen and they are in trouble.  They want to get rid of him secretly and avoid 
problems.  He had suffered without complaining, knowing it was the will of God, but now as 
a testimony to God's power he refuses to leave secretly. 
 
40. Who came and led Paul and Silas out of prison? 16:38,39 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that God used a merchant woman and a jailer and their families to establish 
what would become a strong church in Philippi. It was the only church that  later sent Paul 
offerings to help in his ministry.  
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Why did Paul make a second missionary trip? 
2. Discuss how God can lead us in our ministry. 
3. Discuss how we can know the will of God. 
4. Discuss how we can handle persecution. 
5. Discuss how to start a church in a new community.  
6. Discuss how to train good Christian leaders as Paul did. 
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LESSON 16 

THREE KINDS OF CITIES 
 

Acts chapter 17  
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1. Describe these three cities: Thessalonica, Berea, and      Athens. 
     2. Describe what happened in each of these cities when Paul preached there. 
     3. Tell the difference in Paul's preaching to Jews and to pagans. 
     4. Give the main points in Paul's sermon in Athens. 
     5. Tell the results of his ministry in each city. 
     
READ ACTS 17:1-9 before answering these questions. 
 
1.  Where did Paul begin his ministry in Thessalonica?_______________________________ 
 
2.  How long did he minister in Thessalonica?______________________________________ 
 
     We see that Paul and Silas traveled from Philippi to Thessalonica, which was about 160 
kilometers. Since they traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they probably traveled by 
foot.  Thessalonica had a Jewish synagogue where Paul began his ministry.  According to 
Acts 17:2 he was only there 3 Sabbath days or three weeks. He may have preached to the 
Jews on the Sabbath and done evangelism in the city the rest of the days he was there.  
 
3.  What did he preach to the Jews? Acts 17:3______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Who were converted?_______________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Who opposed him and his message?___________________________________________ 
 
Notice that it is always religious people who oppose the Gospel. 
 
6.  Why were the Jews against Paul and Silas? _____________________________________ 
 
7.  Of what did they accuse Paul and Silas?________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Was their accusation true?___________________________________________________ 
 
     Even though Paul and Silas had to leave the city at night because of persecution, a church 
was established in Thessalonica. 
   
9.  How do we know that a church was planted in Thessalonica?_______________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________
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READ ACTS 17:10-15 before answering these questions. 
 
10.  Where did they go when forced out of Thessalonica?_____________________________ 
   
    Berea was a smaller city about 100 kilometers from Thessalonica in the country of Greece. 
  
 
11.  What two good qualities do you find in the people of Berea? 
   
   1.________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   2.________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What were the results of their ministry there? __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13.  Who believed the Word?___________________________________________________ 
 
14.  Who came and made trouble?_______________________________________________ 
 
     Berea had both Jews and Greeks converted.  But it was always the Jews who were jealous 
of their success and stirred up trouble until Paul had to leave again. 
 
15.  Who stayed in Berea to strengthen the believers? ________________________________ 
 
16.  Was the life of apostle an easy one?___________________________________________ 
 
     Paul went to Athens to wait for Silas and Timothy. Athens was one of the greatest cities of 
that day. It was a center of philosophy, full of educated men who spent their time discussing 
the latest new religion or teaching. Acts 17:21 
 
17.  How did the people of Athens spend all their time?______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18.  What did Paul notice about Athens? 17:16 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19.  Who did Paul argue with about the Gospel? ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There were two main groups of Greek philosophers.  One was the Epicureans and the 
others the Stoics.  Both were pagan philosophies. The Epicureans said that the body of man 
was of little importance to God. Therefore, God didn't care what they did with the body. So 
they were free to satisfy every desire of the body. 
 
     The Stoics said that the spirit is good and the body evil. Therefore, we shouldn't put any 
importance in how we feel. Feeling happy or sad, peaceful or angry was not important as long 
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as our soul was free.  
 
     We will see the results of both of these later in the Greek church when Paul teaches 
against it.  The Bible says that God created both body and soul of man.  Therefore, they both 
are important and have value in God's eyes. 
 
20.  What did the Epicurean's believe? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21.  Do some people believe like that today? _______________________________________ 
 
22.  What does the Bible teach us about our body and soul? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. What was the result of Paul's arguement with these educated people? 17:19 ___________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Like Paul, we need to always be ready to defend our faith and to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
24.  How did Paul begin his sermon to these educated philosopher pagans at the Areopagus?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul began preaching about the God whom they did not know. Let us study the main 
points of Paul's sermon.  
 
  A. What had this God done? 17:24______________________________________________ 
 
  B. Why doesn't God need anything from us? 
 
     17:24____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     17:25____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     17:26____________________________________________________________________ 
   
  C.  What does God want man to do? 17:27________________________________________ 
 
  D.  Why is God not hard to find? 17:27,28 _______________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  E. Why do we not worship idols? 17:29__________________________________________ 
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  F.  What does God command us to do? 17:30______________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  G.  What must they accept, seeing that He will judge them?   17:31 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  H.  How did God prove that Jesus would judge the world?___________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Notice that in all his sermon Paul does not refer to the Old Testament scriptures, the law, 
or even their sin as he did with the Jews. Paul started teaching them from what they already 
knew.  When they understood their sin, they were convicted and rejected him. When we 
preach or teach we must always begin with what people know to reveal to them what they do 
not know. 
 
25.  What was the result of this sermon? 17:32-34___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul did not stay in Athens. After that day, we do not hear of a church being established 
there.  But later we know that the country of Greece became Christianized, and we still have 
the Greek Orthodox Church today.  
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Discuss how the people of Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens responded to the gospel. 
2. Find each of these cities on your map. 
3. In which city do you think Paul’s ministry was the most successful?   Why? 
4. Discuss the main points of Paul’s message in Athens. 
5. How did Paul preach differently to the Jews and the Gentiles. 
6. How would you preach differently in each of these places? 
 A church and a school 
 In the country and in the city 
 In Iraq and in Kenya 
 In a church and an open-air meeting  
7.  What do you do when you see corruption, idolatry, witchcraft and sin where you live   
     and where you minister? 

 
PRACTICING WHAT YOU LEARNED 
 

Pray for the most ignorant people in your city that they may hear the good news.  Pray 
for the worst people in the community that they may find life in Christ.  Pray that you will 
respond to the world's needs like Christ. 
     Prepare yourself to respond or minister to the people outside of Christ in a way that they 
will be convicted and turn to God. 
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LESSON 17 

VICTORY THROUGH CONFLICT 
 

Acts 18:1-16 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
   1. Explain how Paul founded the church in Corinth. 
   2. Tell how Paul trained new ministers for the ministry. 
   3. Tell how the church can have victory through conflict and suffering. 
   4. Describe Paul's plan for evangelization of the entire country. 
 
     In the last lesson we left Paul in Athens where he witnessed but did not see a church 
established.  He was not forced out of Athens as he was in so many other places. But he left 
Athens of his own will because the people there were not interested in salvation but only 
religious discussion. Paul had many other places he wanted to go and preach the Gospel.  
 
     Paul goes next to the city of Corinth, the greatest commercial city in the country of 
Greece.  
 
READ CHAPTER 18:1-16 before answering these questions.  
 
1.  Where does Paul choose to stay in Corinth?___________________  Why? ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We do not know if Aquila and Priscilla were Christians when Paul first met them. But 
they were Jews and were tentmakers like the Apostle Paul. This gave Paul an opportunity to 
make some money, so that he could continue his missionary journey.  All Jewish boys, no 
matter how rich or educated, learned a trade. Paul's skill in tentmaking gave him a chance to 
witness to non- believers also provided the money he needed to preach the Gospel. 
 
2. Why did Paul continue to work as a tentmaker since  God had called him to be an apostle  
 
and preacher? See I Cor. 9:15-18 and I Thess. 2:9 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If God has called us to preach the Gospel, we need to do what God has called us to do, 
whether we receive support or we have to work a job. God has promised to meet our needs, 
but He uses may different ways to meet those needs. Here in Corinth, God provides the 
Apostle Paul a job to meet his need. When a servant of God hasn't money to live, there is no 
shame in working with his hands. But we must be careful that we do not get so busy working 
that we do not have time to do what God has called us to do. Paul worked during the day and 
preached in the evenings.   
 
3. What did Paul do every Sabbath? 18:4 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Paul didn't only preach, but he did everything he could to convince the Jews that Jesus was 
the Messiah, the Savior  they awaited. 
 
4. What was the result of Paul arguing in the  synagogue every Sabbath? 18:8 ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. When did Paul leave his job in Corinth? 18:5_____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that Paul only worked enough to continue his ministry.  
 
6. Why does he leave the synagogue to go to a home? 18:6,7__________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We find Paul doing what Jesus told the disciples to do.  He had done what he could to 
bring the Jews to Christ, but  when they rejected the Gospel, he turned to those who would 
receive.  
 
7.  How long does Paul stay in Corinth? 18:11______________________________________ 
 
8.  Why does he decide to remain in Corinth? 18:9__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Maybe Paul was discouraged and thinking of leaving Corinth. God gives him some 
commands and some promises that are good for us if we become discouraged in our ministry. 
 
9. What commands does God give Paul? (3 things) __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What promises does God give him? (3 things) __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Who attacks Paul's ministry?________________________________________________ 
 
     Again the Jews are coming against Paul. But because it was a question of religion, the 
Roman magistrate would not hear the case. Remember what God promised Paul in the vision. 
The promises of God are always true to those who believe and obey. 
 
READ ACTS 18:17-27   MORE WORKERS FOR THE KINGDOM 
 
12.  Who does Paul take with him when he leaves? __________________________________

 
Paul could not stay in Ephesus, but he leaves Priscilla and Aquila to continue the 

work there. He had discipled them for a year and a half in Corinth, and now they were 
continuing the work of God in Ephesus.   
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13.  Who else enters the ministry in 18:24?________________________________________ 
 
     Apollos was a traveling Jewish teacher who had come to believe in Jesus but only knew 
the Old Testament and the preaching of John the Baptist about repentance. 
 
14. How do Priscilla and Aquila treat this other preacher who did not know all the truth?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Notice how the Gospel is passed from one to another.  There is no competition but 
instruction into more of the Gospel.  This new man becomes such a powerful 
preacher/teacher that at Corinth the people are divided over whose disciple they are, Paul's, 
Peter's, or Apollos.'   I Cor. 1:11-15.   
 
15.  Is Paul jealous of Apollos's ministry? _________________________________________ 
 
16.  Where did Apollos want to go to minister? 18:27________________________________ 
      
     Paul had  just left Corinth and Athens in Greece. Paul had planted, and Apollos watered, 
but God made the church grow according to Paul in I Cor 3:5-8.  Apparently, Apollos was a  
better speaker than Paul.  There might have been jealousy and fear that Apollos might destroy 
what he had built up.  We have here a wonderful example of the true Spirit of Christ at work. 
 If it is God's work, we need have no fear that God will allow another to destroy the work He 
has begun.  Each one contributes to the growth of both individuals  and  churches.  The  rest  
of  I Cor. 3 teaches us how we should work together to build up the body of Christ.    
 
17. How did Apollos prove to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah? 18:28 _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. What was the result of Apollos's ministry in Greece? 18:27 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. Should we argue with unsaved people about the Gospel, or should we just preach to them  
 
and let the Lord convict them by His Spirit?   ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. What if one of the members of your family was dying, and you knew he could be cured at  
 
the hospital. Would you just let him die, or would you convince him to go to the hospital?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      Our family and neighbors are dying in sin. The result of sin is death and eternal suffering 
in hell. Do we love them enough to convince them that only Jesus can save them?  Or are we 
afraid that we will make them angry at us and cause problems. The apostles were never afraid 
 

 80 



of argument nor opposition in bringing people to Jesus Christ. We need to be bold in 
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ and convincing others that Jesus is the only way. 
 
     We should not spend our time arguing with brothers and sisters in Christ over small 
doctrinal differences, but spend our time convincing the sinners of their need for a Savior. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Look on your map and trace Paul’s journey form Athens to Corinth, to Ephesus, and 
then through Caesarea to Jerusalem and then back home to Antioch. 

2. How did Paul start new churches? 
3. Should we start new churches the same way Paul did? 
4. What hinders us from starting new churches? 
5. How can we train new people for the ministry? 
6. How do we treat others whom God has called into the ministry but who seem to 

conflict with our ministry? 
7. What do we do with those who are zealous for God but do not have a full 

understanding of the truth? 
 
PRACTICING WHAT WE KNOW 
 
   1. If you have bad relations with another believer because their ministry seems to be 
dividing your ministry, ask God to give you wisdom to choose the right method of dealing 
with the problem.  Then ask God for grace not to resent the other person's ministry but 
encourage them.  Ask God to help you to recognize the good in other peoples' ministries. 
 
  2. If you have a problem with someones else's teaching or way of ministry, ask God to give 
you the opportunity to instruct them in love and humility. 
 
  3. Study the Scriptures so that you can defend the Word of God with confidence like 
Stephen, Paul and Apollos. 
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LESSON 18 

PAUL FOUNDS A CHURCH IN EPHESUS 
 

Acts 19 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 

1. Explain what methods Paul used to establish the church in Ephesus and to reach all the 
province of Asia.   

2. Tell how Paul dealt with witchcraft and idol worship. 
 
     Remember Paul had already visited Ephesus for a short time on his way back to Antioch 
and had promised to return again. He left Priscilla and Aquila there with those who had 
believed. We also saw in Acts 18:24-28 that Apollos had ministered in Antioch, and the 
church sent him on to Greece to minister to the churches there. Paul left Ephesus for 
Jerusalem and probably gave a report of his ministry to the apostles there. Then he went 
home to Antioch and spent some time there before beginning his THIRD MISSIONARY 
JOURNEY. He then traveled by foot  through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, 
strengthening all the believers, arriving in Ephesus. (Acts 18:23)   
 
1. Who did Paul leave in Ephesus on his second missionary journey? ___________________ 
 
     Ephesus was the most important city in Asia Minor.  Although very rich and business was 
great, it was a pagan city.  They served many idols, but chief among them was Artemis, a 
female god.  Many people from all over Asia Minor came to Ephesus to worship her.  She 
was beautiful and was the goddess of fertility.  Many prostitutes served in her temple.  
Besides worshipping Artemis, the people practiced many kinds of magic.  
 
2. What two main religions were practiced in Ephesus? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ ACTS 19:1-11 before answering these questions. 
 
3.  What was lacking in these Christians' experience? 19:2____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They had repented of their sins and had been baptized in water but had never been taught 
about the baptism of the Spirit.  
 
4. What did Paul do when he heard that they had not yet been baptized in the Holy Spirit?  
 
19:6 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Were hands always laid on the believers to receive the Holy Spirit? _____  On the Day of  
 
Pentecost? _____ In Cornelius' house? ____  When Paul was filled with the Spirit? _____  
 
When the Samaritans received the Spirit? _____   
 
     So we see that God uses many different ways to baptize people in the Holy Spirit. Jesus is 
the Baptizer in the Spirit, and we receive it by faith, just like we are saved by faith. In the 
early church it was expected that all believers would be baptized in the Spirit.  
 
6. Did those filled with the Holy Spirit speak with tongues as they did at Pentecost? _______ 
 
Does the Bible say they spoke in tongues at Cornelius' house? ______ In Samaria? ________ 
 
     Again, we see that tongues was not always spoken by people who were baptized in the 
Spirit. But we always see that a change happened in those who were baptized, so that 
everyone knew that they had received the baptism of the Spirit. 
      
     We see that Paul finds twelve men who have repented or turned away from their sins to 
follow Christ. Paul does not condemn them for not having the baptism of the Spirit. He sees 
that they are ready for the baptism of the Spirit, so he lays his hands on them and they receive 
the baptism of the Spirit and begin speaking in other tongues.  
 
7. How should we speak with those of other denominations who do not believe or understand  
 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit? __________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  What is the difference between the baptism of John the  
 
Baptist and the baptism in the name of Jesus?______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     John's baptism was to signify the washing from past sins. But being baptized in the name 
of Jesus signifies death to self and the old life and resurrection in a new life in Jesus.  It is an 
acceptance of His death and resurrection for us.  We have become new people.  We are born 
again. Read Romans chapter 6:4-14. 
 
     Paul now had the foundation for a strong church. He had established three important 
things in the lives of these 12 men. 
 
     1.  They had correct knowledge. 
     2.  They had correct experience. 
     3.  And they were ready to follow Jesus. 
 
     We must be ready to evangelize, but we must also establish the converts on a good 
foundation by teaching and right experiences.  Now that Paul had a good foundation for a 
church, he begins to evangelize the city of Ephesus. First he PREACHED BOLDLY in the 
synagogue for three months until he was rejected there. Then for two years he preached the 
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Word of God EVERY DAY and taught the disciples in the school of Tyrannus.  
     Notice that where the Gospel was rejected, Paul then moved to a place that was ready to 
receive the Gospel. It is like a farmer testing the soils to see which land will bring forth the 
best crops and then spending time, seed, and labor on that good piece of land. 
 
9. How long was Paul in Ephesus? _______________________________________________ 
 
10. How often did he preach and teach while he was there? ___________________________ 
 
11. How successful was this method of ministry? 19:10______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul established a strong church in the big city of Ephesus. And from there the Gospel 
spread throughout all the province of Asia until everyone had heard the Gospel.      Later in 
Revelation we see that the church at Ephesus was one of the seven churches of Asia to whom 
the Lord spoke.  Rev. 1:11  These six other churches in Asia were probably started from the 
ministry of Paul and the Ephesian church.  
     We, too, should be starting churches in big centers of trade. And these churches then 
should be establishing churches in the area around them. Centers of trade are good places to 
evangelize, as those who hear the Gospel take it back to their homes. Also, churches that are 
in centers of trade usually have members who have more money and are able to help start 
other churches. Today in world missions, missionaries are working harder to reach the big 
cities of thousands of people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If we can change the cities we 
can change the nation.  
 
12.  How does God confirm Paul's preaching? 19:11,12______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Why couldn't Sceva and his sons cast out demons in the name of Jesus? ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Many people know the right methods of ministry, but they have not received Christ or His 
power.  They don't know Him nor does He know them.  They are not ambassadors of the 
King, so they do not have His authority. 
 
14. What happens to people who try to use the name of Jesus but do not have His authority?  
 
19:16 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. What happened in Ephesus when the people heard about this? (three things)  
 
     19:17____________________________________________________________________ 
 
    19:18____________________________________________________________________ 
 
    19:19 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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16.  What happens when God is manifesting His power? 19:20_________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.  What else happens when God is moving in a place? 19:23-29 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. What caused this riot in Ephesus? 19:24-27 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Most religious fighting  is caused by money, politics, and power. These idol makers were 
losing money because so many people were getting saved and leaving idol worship. So much 
fighting between churches is for the same reasons. We are losing members to another church 
or someone is threatening our position in the church, so we begin fighting one another. Let us 
be careful not to fall into this trap of Satan. 
 
19.  Would you like to see a revival like this in your town? ___________________________ 
 
20.  Are you doing what Paul did to bring revival? __________________________________ 
 
21.  Are you ready to face great persecution for the Gospel? __________________________ 
 
     At this time the Christians were protected by the government officials.  Paul's ministry 
was very successful. A good church was founded. The Gospel reached the whole province.  
The new converts had both seen the miraculous power of God and had passed through the test 
of persecution.       
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. What did Paul do that made this great revival arrive in Ephesus?  Have you taken 
these steps in your area? 

2. What three things are needed to establish a new church according to this lesson? 
3. Can God do for us what He did in Ephesus? 
4. Is your church changing your area like the Ephesian church changed the province of 

Asia? 
5. What would be a good plan for evangelizing your area? 
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LESSON 19 

PAUL RETURNS TO JERUSALEM 
 

Acts chapters 20 and 21:1-16 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 

1. Explain how Paul prepared and developed leadership for the new churches. 
2. Tell the main points of Paul's last command to the elders and apply them to the church 

of today. 
3. Explain the purpose of prophecy in the church. 

 
READ ACTS 20:1-6 before answering these questions. 
 
     Paul was on his third missionary journey when the riot occurred in Ephesus.  He had 
already suffered much opposition and persecution.  He was tired and probably not physically 
as strong as before. He is beginning to understand that his ministry will come to an end.  His 
desire is to return to the churches he has founded and strengthen them before going back to 
Jerusalem and the mother church of Antioch.   
 
FOLLOW THIS TRIP ON YOUR MAP. 
 
1.  Where does he go when he leaves Ephesus? (3 places)_____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
These are provinces or countries. 
 
2.  Who accompanies Paul? (7 people) ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Where did these men come from?______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Just as Jesus had traveled and ministered with His disciples, so did Paul.  It was the 
customary method of teaching and training.  He had chosen certain men to follow him to 
learn how to minister as he did.  There were no Bible colleges but the leaders were trained by 
the apostle or pastor.   
     These disciples of Paul were probably also doing some of the evangelization in the 
surrounding towns and villages.  Remember that they still did not have a written New 
Testament.  They were using the Old Testament, oral teaching, and perhaps by this time some 
writings of the apostles.   
 
4. Why were these men traveling with Paul? _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Do you believe this is still a good way to train church leaders today? _________________
 
READ ACTS 20:6-12. 
 
6. Where did they go after visiting Philippi? _______________________________________ 
 
     This was a major port, and as Paul waited to continue his trip by ship, he had an all-night 
meeting with the believers there.   
 
7. How long did Paul preach? __________________________________________________ 
 
8. What happened because of Paul's long teaching? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. What did Paul do? _________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul knew that this was the last time he would speak with these believers. He wanted to 
encourage and establish them in the Lord. God honored Paul's commitment and faith by 
raising this young man from the dead. It was a great sign to these young believers of the 
power of Jesus. 
   
READ ACTS 20:13-21 and follow the trip on your map.  Have you noticed that the writer of 
Acts now says "we" and "he"?  Part of the time Luke traveled with Paul and part of the time 
he did not.    
 
10. Why was Paul in a hurry to arrive in Jerusalem? 20:16 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The day of Pentecost was probably one of the greatest celebrations in the early church.  
Believers may have come from many churches to celebrate the day the church was born in 
the power of the Spirit. 
     Paul did not have time to visit all the churches in Asia, so he called for a meeting of the 
church elders in Ephesus. Remember, in the early church the elders were the pastors of the 
churches. 
 
LET'S LOOK AT PAUL'S FAREWELL SERMON. Acts 20:17-36 
 
     In this message Paul uses his life as an example to these men of how they should be 
ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let's look at what Paul did and see what we can do from 
Paul's example to improve our ministry. 
 
11. How often did he meet with the believers? 20:18 ________________________________ 
 
12. How did he do his work? 20:19 ______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Where did he preach? 20:20 _________________________________________________ 
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14. To whom did he preach? 20:21 ______________________________________________
 
15. What did he preach? 20:21 __________________________________________________ 
 
16. What was his attitude? 20:24 ________________________________________________ 
 
17. What was his goal? 20:24 ___________________________________________________ 
 
18. What did he announce? 20:27 _______________________________________________ 
 
     These should be the goals of our life and ministry. Paul taught that we are saved by grace 
through faith, but he was also very concerned about the way he lived, his attitude, his spirit 
and how the Master would judge his work.  A good elder or pastor should be like the Apostle 
Paul.   
   
     He was always concerned about the needs of others.   
    
     He was honest, never hiding anything from them that would 
     help them.  
   
     He preached the simple Gospel, not with lots of traditions 
     or rules according to the wisdom of men. 
 

He didn't allow anything to hinder him from ministering 
     the Word.  
   
     He felt it was very important to complete the work God had 
     given him.  
 
    Then Paul gives some instructions for elders in these verses. 
 
  verse 28 Keep watch_________________________________________________________ 
 
  verse 28 Be shepherds _______________________________________________________ 
 
  verse 31 Remember that ______________________________________________________ 
 
19. What does he warn them about? 20:29,30 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. What would God give them? 20:32 ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. Why did Paul say he worked to support himself rather than demanding offerings? 20:35  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul did not want to be accused of ministering for the money he had received.   We would 
have less problems in the church today if every Christian leader had the same attitude.  If we 
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are seeking money, we are hireling shepherds. We need to give of ourselves as Paul did and 
allow God to meet our needs in His own way, even if it means working.  
 
22. Why do you think these elders or pastors loved the Apostle Paul so much? 20:37  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. Why were they so sad? 20:38 ________________________________________________ 
 
READ CHAPTER 21:1-16 before answering these questions. 
 
Mark on your map Paul's trip from Ephesus to Jerusalem. 
 
24. Where did Paul stop for a week? _____________________________________________ 
 
25. What did the believers there tell Paul by the power of the Spirit? 21:4 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26.  Who did Paul stay with in Caesarea? _________________________________________ 
 
27.  What did Philip's four daughters do? _________________________________________ 
 
     This is the same Philip who was chosen as a deacon in Jerusalem and went out and had a 
great revival in Samaria and led the Ethiopian to the Lord.  
 
28.  What did Agabus the prophet tell Paul? _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29. What was Paul's response to this prophecy? ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We see now that Paul has had two prophecies about his trip to Jerusalem. In Tyre they told 
him by the power of the Spirit not to go to Jerusalem. Now Agabus prophesies that he will be 
tied up and turned over to the Gentiles in Jerusalem. Yet, Paul refuses to change from His 
plan to go to Jerusalem. 
 
30. Do you think Paul was disobeying God by going to Jerusalem? _____________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. What is the purpose of prophecy in the church? 
2. What are we supposed to do with the word of a prophet? 
3. What can we learn about ministering from the example and teaching of the Aprostl 

Paul to the elders in Ephesus? 
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LESSON 20 

PAUL'S DEFENSE 
 

Acts 21:17-40 with chapters 22,23,24 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1. Explain what got Paul into trouble and into prison. 
     2. Summarize Paul's testimony in defense of his ministry. 
     3. Describe Paul's conversion and some lessons you learn from it. 
     4. Recount the defense of Paul before King Agrippa. 
 
     We left Paul as he gets back to Jerusalem after having been gone for some years. I am sure 
he was glad to be back in his own country among his own people to celebrate Pentecost.  
 
READ ACTS 21:17-36. 
 
1. How did the brothers in Jerusalem receive Paul? __________________________________ 
 
2. What was the first thing Paul did? _____________________________________________ 
 
3. What was the response to His report? __________________________________________ 
 
4. What problem were the elders concerned about? 21:21 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What did Paul try to do to please the Jews? ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     According to Jewish law, a Jew who had been in the house of Gentiles had to make a 
sacrifice and purify himself for seven days before he could enter the temple to worship God. 
 
6. What did the Jews from Asia accuse Paul of doing? 21:28 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These are the same troublemakers  who  had followed him around in Asia Minor telling 
his converts that they were not truly Christian because they had not become Jews by 
circumcision. 
 
7. What groups today continue the same practice of adding other conditions to grace for  
 
salvation?___________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They did not charge Paul with a crime but rather formed a mob to try to kill him.  They 
falsely accused him even as they did Jesus, but there was no trial. 
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8. Do you think this was God's plan? Acts 9:15 _____________________________________ 
 

Remember that  Paul wrote in Rom.1:8-15 that he wanted to visit Rome. Look now 
how God arranges his trip to Rome and right into Caesar's palace.  It wasn't time for Paul to 
be killed.   
 
9. How does God save Paul from the mob that wanted to kill him as they had killed Jesus and  
 
Stephen? 21:31-36 ___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The commander saves him from the crowd, but Paul was not ready to be saved without 
first giving his testimony.  He claims his rights as a citizen of a Roman city, a Jew, and an 
educated man. 
 
READ ACTS 21:37 TO 22:21. 
 
     Paul is not a stranger in Jerusalem.  He was well-known.  He had been educated here 
under the great teacher Gamaliel.  He had been a member of the ruling Sanhedrin.  He had 
received the authorization to imprison and kill Christians from the Jewish religious leaders. 
He felt that they should listen to his testimony. As he begins to speak in their own language, 
they become very quiet. In verses 3-5 he explains to them who he was and what he did before 
he met Jesus Christ. Then in verses 6-21 he gives his testimony of how he was saved.   
 
10. What kind of a person was Paul before he was saved? ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What more did you learn about Paul's conversion that was not in the story of his  
 
conversion in Acts chapter 9? __________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What did Paul say that made them so angry that they wanted to kill him? 22:22  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul gives his testimony four times in Acts, each time adding a bit more information. We 
will try to put together the facts of the whole story of the conversion of Paul before we finish 
with the story. 
 
13.  Of what nationality was Paul?_______________________________________________ 
 
14.  Where was he born?________________________________  Check this is on your map. 
 
15.  Where did he grow up?____________________________________________________ 
 
16.  With whom did he study?___________________________________________________ 
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17.  Was Paul a good Jew obeying the law?________________________________________
 
18.  Why did he persecute the Christians?_________________________________________ 
 
     When Jesus and His disciples said that He was the Son of God, this was blasphemy to the 
Jews and was worthy of death. 
 
READ ACTS 22:22-29. 
 
19. Why wasn't Paul beaten to force him to confess what he had done? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20.  Why was Paul brought before the Jewish Council? 22:30 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ ACTS 23:1-11. 
 
21. What did Paul say to divide the Jewish Council? 23:6-9 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. Was God with Paul through all this opposition? ________________________ What is he  
 
told? 23:11 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23.  What do you learn from this?________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Everything that happens to those who are called of God is according to His will. He knows 
what is happening and has a plan to use it for His purpose and glory. 
 
READ ACTS 23:12-35. 
 
24. How had the Jews planned to kill Paul? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. How did God reveal their plan to the Roman commander? _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God is unlimited in His power to deliver his people from the enemy if they will only trust 
in Him.  
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26. What does the Roman commander do? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      In Acts 24:1-26 Paul is again accused by the Jews and has the opportunity to defend 
himself before Governor Felix. Felix, who knew about Christianity, is very interested in what 
Paul had to say, and Felix asked Paul share his faith in Christ with his wife Drusilla also.  
 
27. What did Paul preach about to Governor Felix and his wife? 24:25 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28. What was Felix's response to Paul's preaching? __________________________________ 
 
29. How long was Paul held prisoner in Caesarea? 24:27 _____________________________ 
 
30. What was life like in prison for him? 24:23 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
31. Did Paul agree to pay a bribe to get out of prison? 24:26 __________________________ 
 
     So we see God's plans are greater than man's plans. Paul has all his needs provided by the 
government. He is free to teach the disciples who come to visit him. He also has many 
opportunities to share the Gospel with Felix and probably many other government officials 
who were with him. 
 
READ  Acts 25:1-12. 
 
32. Who does Paul get to witness to next? _________________________________________ 
 
33. Where does Paul now ask to defend himself? 25:10-12 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God is working out His plan to get the Gospel into Caesar's palace in Rome. Acts 23:11  
 
READ ACTS 25:13-26:1. 
 
34. Who does Paul get to witness to next? _________________________________________ 
 
35. Who all came to hear Paul's message? 25:24 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ ACTS CHAPTER 26. 
 
     Paul now has the opportunity to preach to a king, governors and government officials from 
all over the country. He is not afraid but testifies of all that God has done for him through 
Jesus Christ His Son. 
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36.  What does Paul say God called him to do? 26:18________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
37. What did Paul do? 26:19,20 _________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
     Paul does not tell of all the work he has done or what great miracles he did, but he simply 
says that he did what God gave him to do.  He doesn't compare himself with others but asks 
only that God approve his faithfulness. 
 
38. How does Paul finish his testimony? 26:23 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
39. How does Festus respond to the testimony of Paul? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
40. How does King Agrippa respond to the message?________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
41.  But what is Paul's desire? 26:29 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He doesn't beg for mercy or try to tell how good he has been. Paul's only desire is that they 
might know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Do you share your testimony with government officials as fearlessly as Paul did? 
2. What made Paul so bold to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with kings and governors 

and other government officials? 
3. What is the greatest testimony that a Christian can give? 
4. What was Paul’s testimony? 

 
PRACTICING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED 
 
     Paul decided on the road to Damascus what was  the most important thing in his life.  He 
allowed nothing to turn him away from that goal. It was this knowledge of what God wanted 
him to do that gave him the strength to stand against all problems and persecution that came 
into his life and ministry. Even today, those who know what God has called them to do will 
stand. Those who are not sure of what God wants them to do will fall. 
 
     Find out what God has called you to do. Then make a decision that what God has called 
you to do is the most important thing in your life and you will not leave it no matter what 
problems or persecution you may face. 
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LESSON 21 

PAUL GOES TO ROME 
 

ACTS CHAPTERS 27,28 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell the story of Paul's trip to Rome.    
     2.  Tell how Paul acted in every problem. 
     3.  Give a lesson you found in this story for us today. 
 
READ ACTS 27:1-12.     
 
     Before the Roman governor, Paul had demanded his right to appear before  Caesar, the 
Roman emperor. Our story in this lesson begins with Paul, Luke,  Aristarchus and some other 
prisoners going on a ship to Rome.  This would be a long and dangerous trip. 
 
1.  Who went with Paul to Rome?________________________________________________ 
 
     Luke had become a personal companion of Paul. It seems that Paul was not well, and so 
Luke served as his personal physician.  Luke was also the one who wrote about all of the 
events in the book of Acts.  Aristarchus was a disciple and personal servant to Paul. 
 
FOLLOW THIS TRIP ON THE MAP. 
 
     Paul was going as a prisoner of Rome, but being a Roman citizen he had certain 
privileges.  
 
2. How did they travel to Rome? ________________________________________________ 
 
3.Where did they stop first?____________________________________________________ 
 

You see, the ships did not sail directly to Italy, so they had to change ships along the 
way. Ships didn't travel fast, and they had to make many stops along the way.   
 
4. What was Paul allowed to do in Sidon? _________________________________________ 
 
5. Why were they having so much difficulty? 27:4,7 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Why did Paul advise against trying to go on to Phoenix? 27:10 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The Day of Atonement in verse nine was a special time when the Jews fasted and prayed. 
It took place in October when the winter began and the Mediterranean Sea was very stormy 
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and could not be traveled until winter was over.  
 
7. Why did the captain and owner of the ship want to go on? 27:12 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     They put their confidence in the men with human knowledge instead of God who had all 
knowledge.  God knows what will happen and also controls the circumstances. 
 
8. Is it better to trust in human wisdom or God's? ___________________________________ 
      
READ ACTS 27:13-26. 
 
     The ship captain was happy.  They had found a gentle south wind.  But as so often with us 
when we seek the easy way, it turns into a storm.   
 
9. What did the people on the ship do when the storm came? 27:17- 20 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  What did Paul do? 27:22-25 ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The men did the best they knew how, but it was of no help. But Paul went to God in 
prayer, and he got a message of encouragement from God. 
 
11.  Why did God spare the men on the ship?_______________________________________ 
 
     God had a purpose for Paul to fulfill. 27:23,24    
 
12. According to the example of Paul, what should we do in the midst of the storm and  
 
problems of life? _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The men were safe when they listened to and obeyed Paul.  It was only when they refused 
to listen that they got into trouble.  We are sometimes like these sailors, we try to get out of 
our problems our own way. 
 
READ ACTS 27:27-44. 
 
13.  Write Paul's statement of faith in 27:25?_______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. What did Paul do to demonstrate his faith? 27:34-36 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      There is a time to fast and pray as we seek the will of God. But when God has spoken to 
us, we need to act in faith and obedience to His word. 
 
15. How does God spare Paul's life again? 27:42,43 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16.  Can anything or anyone harm us if God does not allow it?_________________________ 
 
17.  How many died in the shipwreck?____________________________________________ 
 
READ ACTS 28:1-9. 
 
18.  What did Paul do when the others were building the fire? _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     While Paul is gathering wood and putting it into the fire, a deadly snake bites his hand. 
Paul was not afraid. The Jews could not kill him. The Romans couldn't kill him. And a storm 
couldn't kill him because he was in the will of God and under God's protection. 
 
19. What did Paul do when the snake bit him? _____________________________________ 
 
20.  What do the people expect to happen when the snake bit Paul? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jesus had said that if we take up serpents they wouldn't hurt us.  I believe this is what 
Jesus was talking about. 
   
21.  What did the people think when Paul did not die?________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What was the result of Paul's faith in the shipwreck and when the snake bit him? 27:8,9  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul's accident turns into God's opportunity. Paul was always prepared to minister in any 
circumstances.  Because of this, they were provided with all they needed. God has many 
ways to accomplish His plan. 
 
23.  How long did they stay on Malta?____________________________________________ 
 
24.  Do you suppose that Paul preached the Gospel there?_____________________________ 
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READ ACTS 28:11-30.   Finally Paul arrives at Rome. 
 
25. Were there any Christians in Rome? __________________________________________ 
 
    So we see that neither Peter nor Paul started the church in Rome. But Christians from other 
places had moved to Rome, and a church had begun there. Paul had already written the letter 
of Romans to these Christians, so they knew who he was. It encouraged Paul to know that 
there would be some Christians to stand with him here in Rome.  
 
26. What is the first thing Paul did? 28:17_________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
27. Had these Jews heard of the Christian faith? ____________________________________ 
 
     Some Jews in Rome had probably heard the Gospel in Jerusalem at Pentecost. They were 
very interested to hear what Paul had to say.  
 
28. How did Paul try to convince them that Jesus was the Messiah? 28:23 _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29.  What was the result of Paul's explanation of the Gospel to these people of Rome?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30.  Why did many not believe?  28:26,27_________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
31. What does Paul do when they reject the Truth?__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He goes to the Gentiles.  They were all around him as guards and prisoners.  History tells 
us that there was a large group of people in the palace who were Christians.  Most of these 
were probably slaves or soldiers.  Paul in his epistles refers to these believers. 
 
32.  What two things did Paul preach? 28:31 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The story of Paul stops here in Rome.  He spent two years in his own rented house living 
as he was entitled to as a Roman, even though a prisoner.  Later, it was not so good.  He 
ended up in a prison cell chained to the guards. Here he ministered to the people in the jail 
with him.   
 
     The Bible does not give us any information  about his life afterthis, but Paul writes about 
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some of his suffering in prison  in his epistles.  We do not know how he finally dies, but 
tradition tells us that he was beheaded.  I believe his vision to preach to "kings"  was fulfilled, 
and he did get an opportunity to witness to the Emperor himself. 
 
    From the prison he wrote Ephesians, Philippians, and  Colossians. He also wrote to 
Timothy and Titus, the young pastors whom he had discipled and ordained into the ministry.   
 
     Tradition tells us that John Mark did come back to Paul as a disciple. After Paul's death, John 
Mark goes to Peter and writes the book of Mark. 
 
33. What did Paul  do during the two years he was in his own house in Rome? ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
34. What did Paul do when he was later thrown into prison?  (two things)  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
   
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 

1. Tell the story of Paul’s trip from Jerusalem to Rome.  Trace his journey on your map. 
2. To whom did Paul witness on this last missionary journey to Rome? 
3. What have you learned from the way Paul acted as a prisoner? 
4. What did God call Paul to do on the road to Damascus? 
5. Was Paul faithful to what God had called him to do?  Did Paul ever give up and stop 

doing what God had called him to do? 
6. What did Paul say about his ministry in his last letter to Timothy? 2 Timothy 4:6-8 
7. Will you be able to say this about your life and ministry? 

 
PRACTICING WHAT YOU LEARNED 
 
     We have completed this tremendous book of the Church's founding and growth.  We have 
studied the lives of the apostles.  We have seen God act sovereignly in their ministry to 
establish His word. 
 
     WRITE ONE THING YOU HAVE LEARNED FROM THIS SET OF LESSONS THAT 
YOU WANT TO BEGIN TO PRACTICE IN YOUR LIFE. MAYBE THERE ARE 
SEVERAL, BUT CHOOSE THE MOST IMPORTANT ONE, AND ASK GOD TO BEGIN 
TODAY TO DEVELOP YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE SO THAT YOU CAN BE A PETER OR 
A PAUL. 
     GOD IS STILL THE SAME TODAY.  MEN WHO WILL GIVE THEMSELVES TO 
HIM TOTALLY WILL HAVE PAUL'S POWER AND VICTORY. BUT POWER IS 
ALWAYS BORN OUT OF SUFFERING AND DEATH. I TRUST THAT THIS COURSE 
WILL CAUSE Philippians 3:10-14 TO BE THE PRAYER OF YOUR HEART. 
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