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I & II THESSALONIANS 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
     The two Epistles to the Church in Thessalonica were written by the Apostle Paul about 50 
AD probably while he was in Corinth.  They are maybe the first of the New Testament books.  
This was only twenty years after Jesus died and rose again.  The apostles were looking for the 
soon return of Jesus and were preaching and living in that  expectation.  Even writing the 
story of the life of Jesus had evidently not been considered.  They were too busy evangelizing 
the world. 
 
     Problems of theology were not yet being discussed.  Later Paul would write the great 
books of doctrine to defend the truth, but in this book he is simply writing back to one of the 
baby churches he had founded to encourage and correct some mistaken ideas. 
 
     Although we take much of our teaching about the Second Coming of Jesus from I 
Thessalonians, it was not intended to be doctrinal, but simply an encouragement to the 
believers. 
 
     This study manual was designed to help the serious student learn what is taught in these 
epistles and to find application for those lessons in their own lives.  The student will gain the 
most by  seriously preparing the lesson in advance and be prepared to discuss and ask 
questions in the group class session. 
 
HOW TO LEARN FROM THIS COURSE. 
 

• FIRST, you will read the portion of the Bible that is assigned at the beginning of 
each lesson. 

 
• SECOND, you will then answer the questions in the lesson.   
 
• THIRD, you will find some teaching from the lesson that you can apply in your own 

life. 
 

• FOURTH, you will be prepared to discuss the lesson in class and ask questions. 
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OUTLINES 
 
1 THESSALONIANS   
 
I. Paul's Personal Reflections on the Thessalonians1:1-3:13 
 
 A. Paul's Praise of Their Growth     1:1-10 
 B. Paul's Founding of the Church    2:1-16 

  C. Timothy's Strengthening of the Church   2:17-3:13 
  1.  Satan Hinders Paul       2:17-20 
  2.  Timothy's Visit       3:1-5 
  3.  Timothy's Encouraging Report     3:6-10 
  4.  Paul's Desire to Visit Them     3:11-13 
 
II. Paul's Instructions to the Thessalonians   4:1-5:28 
 
 A. Directions for Growth      4:1-12 

  B. Revelation Concerning the Dead in Christ   4:13-18 
 C. Description of the Day of the Lord    5:1-11 
 D. Instruction for Holy Living     5:12-22 
 E. Conclusion       5:23-28 
OUTLINE OF 2 THESSALONIANS  
 
I. Paul's Encouragement in Persecution   1:1-12 
 
 A. Thanksgiving for Their Growth    1:1-4 
 B. Encouragement in Their Persecution    1:5-10 
 C. Prayer for God's Blessing     1:11-12 
 

II. Paul's Explanation of the Day of the Lord   2:1-17 
 
 A. The Events Preceding the Day of the Lord   2:1-12 
  1.  First a Falling Away     2:1-3 
  2.  The Man of Sin Is Revealed    2:4-5 
  3.  The Restrainer Is Taken Out of the Way   2:6-7 

  4.  The Second Coming of Christ     2:8-12 
 B. The Comfort of the Believer on the Day of the Lord  2:13-17 
 
III. Paul's Exhortation to the Church    3:1-18 
 
 A. Wait Patiently for Christ     3:1-5 
 B. Withdraw from the Disorderly    3:6-15 
 C. Conclusion       3:16-18 
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LESSON 1 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND COMMENDATIONS 
 

I Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 

1. Tell the story of the founding of this church and tell why Paul wrote this letter to them. 
2. Describe the good things that were happening in the church and the problems Paul will              

talk about. 
     3.  Describe the steps of disciples to full membership in the Body of Christ. 
 
THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH IN THESSALONICA 
 
     This city in Greece still exists as Salonika.  It was the second city in Europe to hear the 
Gospel.  On a previous missionary journey Paul had only gotten as far as Asia Minor, or what 
we would now call Turkey.  It was an important city on the route from Italy, the seat of the 
Roman Empire, to the East. 
 
READ ACTS 17:1-10 to respond to the following questions. 
 
1.  Where did Paul come from when he arrived in Thessalonica? Acts 16:12 ______________ 
 
2.  What had happened to him to make him leave? Acts 16:16-36 
_______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Paul had been divinely led to Philippi in Macedonia.  He did not have too many converts 
but had been beaten and imprisoned for preaching the Gospel. 
 
3.  Does God's leading always produce what we expect? _________ 
 
4.  Should we expect and accept suffering for Christ? _________ 
 
     Note that Paul didn't quit ministering but moved on to the next town to preach.   
 
5.  Where did Paul go first to preach the Gospel in this pagan city? Acts 17:1 _____________ 
 
Why? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul explained that his first duty was to announce the Good News to his own people the 
Jews.  Some were converted as well as some Greeks.   
 
6.  How long did he minister in this city? __________________ 
 
     In such a short time a church was founded and instructed well enough to begin 
evangelizing other towns too.  But they had misunderstood some of Paul's teaching, so 
needed further instruction. 
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7.  How did Paul know what was happening in Thessalonica? I Thessalonians 3:6 _________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Timothy was Paul's assistant so had brought news from the church there. Even though 
they were in some error and a very young group of believers, Paul addresses them as the 
Church in Thessalonica. Wherever a group of believers gather, they are the Body of Christ in 
that particular location and a part of the Body of Christ, the Church Universal. 
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS CHAPTER ONE 
 
PRAISE AND COMMENDATION   
 
8.  What two things did Paul do for the church? 1:2,3 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul will be correcting an error later on in the book, but he first expresses his own 
personal feelings for them.  He was only there a few days but because they were members of 
the same family he already had a great love for them.  He not only feels it but he expresses it. 
 
9.  What does a baby church need very much? _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Just like any child, they need love and reassurance that they are cared for and some 
reinforcement of their own worth.  It is easy to be harsh or critical in exhortation, but Paul's 
way was to begin with love, remember the good things they had done. 
 
10.  What had their faith produced? 1:3 ___________________________________________ 
 
     That goes along with what James teaches, "Faith without works is dead".  Here the word 
"works" is not talking about good works but rather ministry to others.   
 
11.  What does he call these works? ______________________________________________ 
 
     A labor of love should be the normal outcome of being born again of the Spirit.  Our 
salvation is the result of God's labor of love in sending Jesus and Jesus' labor of love in 
giving His life for us. 
 
12.  Is a conversion that does not produce labor of love genuine? _______________ 
 
13.  What else had their faith produced in their lives? 1:3 _____________________________ 
 
14.  How could they keep on going in spite of persecution and opposition both from the Jews 
 
and the Gentiles? ____________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul preached the blessed hope right from the beginning.  Not only hope that Jesus would 
soon return, but also hope of eternal life. One of the prime thoughts in salvation is 
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faithfulness, endurance, or  fidelity to what you have believed. This faithfulness and 
endurance is produced by faith in who Jesus is and His power and love to do what He has 
promised to do. 
 
15.  How can we have this hope in Christ? 1:4 _____________________________________ 
 
 Paul reminds them that they are all brothers in Christ, loved by God, and chosen by God. 
Maybe they had some doubts about their salvation and who they were.  Babies and children 
need love and encouragement, even spiritual children. 
 
     The Gospel is the key.  Paul preached the simple Gospel of who Jesus is and what He has 
done for all men. 
 
16.  How was the Gospel preached to them? 1:5 (4 things) ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     How we preach the Gospel is the key to successful ministry. Paul preached a simple 
Gospel of who Jesus is and what He has done for all men. But He preached it not only in 
word but in power. Paul had evidently preached with the authority of the HOLY SPIRIT and 
probably seen people healed and delivered from sin. The Holy Spirit not only gives the 
preacher  POWER, He also brings DEEP CONVICTION in the hearts of the hearers.  Paul's 
life also confirmed what he preached. 
 
17. If we do not live what we preach will the fruit of our ministry remain? ______ 
 
     Jesus said, "If you have seen me, you have seen the Father."  Like Jesus, Paul modeled 
Christ to the hearers of the Gospel. We can preach in power with signs and wonders, but if 
our life is not right the fruit we produce will be poor quality. 
 
18.  What was the result of Paul's preaching and life? 1:6 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19.  What had their new walk in Christ before the ungodly world produced for them?  1:6  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Live like Christ and you will probably experience His suffering too.  Peter says, "Don't be 
surprised." 
 
20.  What else had their faithful obedience accomplished? 1:7 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look  at this progression: 
 

• Paul followed Christ's example 
• the Thessalonians disciples followed Paul's example  
•  the other churches had followed the Thessalonians' example.   
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     Our lives are like a stone thrown into a pool of still water.  The effect of our life goes 
farther than we think.  We do not live for ourselves, but for the world. 
 
21.  What is the world saying about us as representatives of the Church and what Christianity 
 
is all about? _________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  How far had the Gospel gone as a result of their obedience? 1:8 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This was an exemplary church.  Even though a baby church they had fully followed and 
walked out the Gospel.        
 
23.  What was the world saying about this church in Macedonia? 
 
     In 1:9a __________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In 1:9b __________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In 1:9c __________________________________________________________________      
 
     In 1:10 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These are four steps in becoming fully Christian. 
 

1. Turning to God. Many people come to God for help when they are in need.  When                    
hurting.  When in despair, etc. 

 
2. Turning from the past life and sin.  Many turn back to the world and its idols once                     

their need is met. 
 

3. Serve the living God.  We don't stop with salvation.  We make Christ Lord of our                      
lives and live and walk for Him. 

 
4. Wait for His Son from heaven.  We remain faithful and obedient until He comes                         

again or He takes you home.  
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Tell the story of how the Thessalonian church was founded. 
2.  What can you do as a labor of love. 
3.  Discuss how we should preach the gospel and disciple others. 
4.  What should be the results of our preaching the gospel. 
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LESSON 2 

PAUL'S MINISTRY 
 

I Thessalonians 2:1-3:9 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson you will be able to; 
 
     1.  Describe Paul's motivation for ministry. 
     2.  Tell why he defends his ministry. 
     3.  Explain how he judged his ministry's success. 
     4.  Tell what he expected as compensation for his ministry. 
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 
 
MOTIVATION FOR MINISTRY    
 
     In lesson one we said that Paul had only been able to spend about three weeks in this town 
before he was driven out.  Time has passed.  He wonders if his ministry has really 
accomplished anything and if the church is still going on.  He sends Timothy to bring a report 
and to encourage this little group.  Timothy brings back good and bad news. Chapter one is 
filled with affirmation about the good news but in chapter two, he begins to reveal his heart.  
He is very personal, even revealing his very motives for preaching the Gospel. 
 
1.  What did Timothy's visit reveal about the success of those three short weeks of teaching?  
 
2:1 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We  will discover that the church had some problems but Paul looks and talks first about 
the success. 
 
2.  How was his evangelistic campaign received in Philippi? 2:2 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  How did Paul preach in the midst of persecution? 2:2 _____________________________ 
 
4.  Why did he keep on in spite of opposition, persecution and suffering? 2:4 _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What was he NOT seeking? 2:4-6 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
METHODS IN MINISTRY 
 
6.  What methods or means does he say he never used to build this church? 2:3-6 _________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Many a minister has worked with unworthy motives and used unworthy methods to build 
a church.  They are seeking success at any cost and in any way. 
 
7.  What then was Paul's motive? 2:4 _____________________________________________ 
 
     We are flattered and influenced when men praise us or when we can get people to follow 
us.  Often we are tempted to use methods that are not wholly Christlike. 
 
     In 2:7-12, Paul defends himself against some accusations some people were making 
against him. Both people in the church and outside of the church. 
 
8.  Why do people IN the church sometimes join in criticizing the preacher? _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What should be our attitude when we are criticized after doing our best in good conscience 
 
before God? 2:4 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If we become men pleasers, we defeat ourselves for no one can please all men all the time.  
Even though we make ourselves servants of all, we are first of all responsible to God to be 
approved of Him. 
 
10.  After reading 2:6,7, what do you think they were accusing Paul of doing? ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  How does Paul answer that accusation? 2:9 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________      
 
     Paul established the policy to support himself by  his craft of tent making while founding a 
church.  There is no shame in a minister working with his hands.  There is nothing wrong 
with a minister working as long as his ministry comes first over his work.  Paul worked night 
and day plus preaching the Gospel.  
 
    Thriving, growing churches are often built by volunteer ministries.  The danger comes 
when ministry becomes professional and the people pay the preacher and demand service. 
 
12.  What motivated Paul to give himself so completely in ministry? 2:8 ________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     LOVE does not seek it's own advantage, but works to build up others. 
 
ATTITUDES IN MINISTRY 
 
13. How should we care for those we minister to? 2:7 _______________________________ 
 
 
14. How can we show our love to those we minister to? 2:8 (2 things) __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  How did Paul live among them for those three weeks? 2:10 (3 words) 
 
________________________   ________________________   ________________________ 
 
     They speak of three aspects of Christian conduct.  HOLY is being set apart to God.  
RIGHTEOUS is the way we act.  BLAMELESS is the way people perceive us.   
 
16.  What is just as important as our message and motivation in ministry?  _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God knows our holiness and motivation, but people judge our message on what they can 
observe in us.  If our Gospel has not changed us, how will anyone believe our message. 
 
17.  What does Paul compare himself to in 2:11 ____________________________________ 
 
18.  What three things did he do as their father? 2:11 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. What did he exhort them to do? 2:12 __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 That is good exhortation for all of us and for us to exhort one another to do. 
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS 2:13-3:9 
 
JOY IN MINISTRY    
 
20.  What made Paul happy? 2:13 ______________________________________________ 
 
21.  What happens to those who receive and believe the word of God? __________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  Who did they imitate? _____________________________________________________ 
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     PAUL LIKE A FATHER LONGS TO SEE HIS CHILDREN IN THE LORD. (2:17-18) As 
he writes he recalls the wonderful response to the Gospel  in this city, even though enemies, 
who were probably Jewish zealots, had forced him to leave. (2:14-16)  We can understand the 
concern that this immature group of believers caused him.   
 
23.  Why hadn't Paul gone back to minister in Thessalonica? 2:18 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     He doesn't mention HOW Satan stopped him.  
 
24.  What did Paul consider to be his joy and crown? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25.  What brings you joy? _____________________________________________________ 
 
26.  What was Paul's great burden he endured? 3:1,5 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     It is not enough to win people to Christ, but we must watch over them, nourish them, and 
encourage them to keep on in their faith because Satan is always at work to discourage and 
destroy.  
 
27.  Why did Paul send Timothy to them? 3:2,3 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28.  What was Timothy's report? 3:6 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29. How did this report affect Paul?  
 
 3:7 __________________________________________________________________  
 
 3:8 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 3:9 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Paul's greatest burden was for the churches he had founded. He greatest joy was to see 
these churches grow in the Lord. His greatest desire was to help these churches grow even 
more in their faith and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  What was Paul's motivation to ministry? 
2.  What were Paul's attitudes in ministry? 
3.  What were Paul's methods in ministry? 
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4.  What were Paul's concerns and burdens in ministry? 
5.  What gave Paul such joy in ministry? 
6.  What are the motivations, attitudes, methods, concerns and joys of most ministers today? 
7.  What can we do to develop the same motivations, attitudes, methods, and concerns that            
Paul had? 
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LESSON 3 

EXHORTATION TO HOLINESS 
 

I Thessalonians 3:10-4:12 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Define holiness. 
     2.  Explain why holiness of life is demanded of every believer. 
     3.  Explain how to please God in holiness. 
 
     Some Christians had become too concerned about knowing the time and manner of the 
coming of Jesus. Paul was going teach them about the return of Christ in chapters 4 and 5. 
But what is more important is how they live today in preparation for the return of Christ. And 
that is what Paul talks about first in chapter 3.. 
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS 3:10-13   
 
PAUL'S PRAYER FOR THE THESSALONIANS 
 
1. How often did Paul pray for them? 3:10 ________________________________________ 
 
     This shows Paul's deep concern and burden for the churches that he had established. Even 
though he couldn't be with them, he could pray for them. How much time do we spend 
praying for our children in the Lord? 
 
2.  What was his prayer request in 3:10,11? ________________________________________      
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What were his two requests of God in 3:12,13 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are often praying for the things that will meet our physical material needs.  Most 
prayer request are for ourselves or our loved ones physical well being, healing, jobs, etc.  It is 
far more important, like Paul, that we pray for our spiritual development and the spiritual 
development of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
    In III John verse 2, John prays that "we may prosper and be in health even as our soul 
prospers." Often times our physical condition depends on our spiritual condition. A person's 
physical problems may just be a reflection of his spiritual problems. So we need to pray for 
our fellow Christians spiritual development first.  
 
4.  Why is love so important to a Christians spiritual development? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Paul's first request is that we may "abound in love to one another."  "Love covers a 
multitude of sins." I Peter 4:8   Love is the first and greatest command. Love brings unity and 
peace in the church. WE NEED TO LOVE AND TO PRAY FOR LOVE! 
 
5. Why do we need to pray for love in the church? __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Where does love begin? _____________________________________________________ 
 
 Paul's second request is that they BE BLAMELESS AND HOLY. Holy means that we 
have been set apart to God. Blameless is how we live before the world. Paul says we must 
live in this way in preparation for the return of Christ. 3:13 
 
7.  Why is holiness so important in the Christian's life? ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Just as God is Love, God is also Holy.   To be holy is to be like God.  When Jesus comes 
He will be checking to see if we are holy.  We are justified by grace through faith, but we are 
then to live holy lives. 
 
     Paul is stressing these aspects as these were babes in Christ living in a extremely corrupt 
society much like ours today.  Immorality of all kinds was so open and rampant that even 
mature believers began to change their standards of thinking if not their action.  We tolerate 
what we once would not even discuss.  The new believer in Thessalonica needed both a 
warning and a way to LIVE HOLY. 
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-8 
 
LIVING HOLY     
 
8. What did Paul first exhort them to do? 4:1 ______________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
9. What is the will of God? 4:3a _________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul states categorically that it is God's will for you to live holy. It is not an option.  If you 
are a child of God you are to be holy as your Father in heaven is holy. 
 
10.  What is the first command in being holy? 4:3b _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     When Jesus redeemed us, He redeemed spirit, soul, and BODY.  Your body belongs to 
Him. If you commit sexual immorality you effect many people. 
 
 Firstly, you corrupt yourself and sin against God.   
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 Secondly, it corrupts another person as well as yourself.  
      Thirdly, it destroys relationships, husband/wife, parent/child, brother/sister, neighbors. 
 Fourthly, it destroys your witness as a child of God.   
 
11. If we allow lust to control us, who are we like? 4:5 _______________________________ 
 
     The prophets in the Old Testament put adultery and idolatry in the same category. 
Revelation 21:8 also says that adultery is idolatry. When you obey the demands of your body 
you are worshiping and serving the flesh.  It has become your god, your idol.  
 
12.  Give five reasons why sexual immorality is such a great sin before God? 
 
 1. ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 2. ___________________________________________________________________ 
  
 3. ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 4. ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 5. ___________________________________________________________________  
 
13. Is holiness a gift of God or is it something we are to practice through a decision we make 
 
to live holy? 4:4 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are to "present our bodies to God" Romans 12:1, but here Paul says we are to 
"control"  our own bodies.  No one, not even God will do it for us, but He will enable us.  If 
you are involved in immorality, don't blame the other person. You are the one to control your 
body. As you decide to walk in holiness and bring your body under the subjection of the Holy 
Spirit, He will help you walk in holiness. 
 
14. What must we do to walk in holiness? _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  What will happen if we don't control ourselves? 4:6b 
_____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Look at Hebrews 13:4 also. 
  
16. Who do we reject if we walk in sexual immorality? 
_______________________________ 
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 READ 1 THESSALONIANS 4:9-12 
 
BROTHERLY LOVE   
 
 Godly love is just the opposite of lust. Lust seeks to please the flesh while godly love 
seeks to please God and our brothers and sisters in Christ. Paul has made a clear contrast 
between the life of the unconverted with those who have become children of God in 
Thessalonica.  We too should stand out in the world from which we have been redeemed.  
 
17. How did God teach us how to love? 4:9 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
18. What did Paul urge them to do? 4:10b _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. What does he advise them to do in 4:11?  3 things. 
 
     1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. What two reasons does he give for us to do these three things? 4:12  
 
   1. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
   2. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Paul has a reason for this advice.  He will deal with that in the rest of this chapter.  What 
had happened was that they had accepted the wonderful truth that Jesus would soon return to 
take His own to heaven.  Jesus himself had promised that and the apostles had taught it.  
Most Christians in the early church believed that Jesus would return in their lifetime.   
 
     Because they believed Jesus was coming back any day, they did not plan for the future. 
Some had even quit working, planting gardens, and were waiting for Jesus's return. 
 
21.  Could Jesus come any day, any moment? _______ 
 
22.  What should be our way of life if we believe that?  Look back over the lesson and 
describe what Paul taught about it. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Discuss what living a holy life means to us today. 
2.  Discuss what we can do to live a holy life. 
3.  Discuss how the love of Christ can be displayed in us. 
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LESSON 4 

OUR HOPE IN CHRIST 
 

I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Describe "Our hope in Christ." 
     2.  Tell on what our hope rests. 
     3.  Describe the Second Coming of Jesus. 
     4.  Tell how, when, and where it will happen.    
     5.  Explain how knowing that affects us. 
 
     Paul  introduced an important doctrine in chapter three verse 13. But it is also a word of 
encouragement.  In the preceding chapters Paul had been dealing with how the Christians 
were living.  This HOPE is one good reason for living  for God in a way that pleases Him.   
 
     We will not try to teach the whole doctrine of the second coming, the end times, nor the 
resurrections in this lesson.  We will just study what Paul has taught in this letter to the 
Thessalonians. 
 
     Jesus' parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30 teaches us that we are accountable to 
God for how we have used the gifts of grace.  The King will come back one day.  Here, 
however, we do not find a warning but an encouraging word about the coming of the Lord. 
 
MOURNING 
 
1.  What does it mean for a person to fall asleep in 4:13? _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jesus used this term in John 11 to describe what had happened to Lazarus.  He was asleep. 
This refers to those who have died in the faith. 
  
2.  Who should not grieve when their loved ones die? 4:13 ___________________________ 
 
     "The wages of sin is death."  That is separation from God, but the believer who has died in 
Christ is not separated from God but only from us who are yet alive.  They are with Christ.  A 
person that is asleep will awake again. Therefore the person who had died in Christ will 
awake again too.   
 
     On the contrary the ungodly or unbelievers have a reason for grief and mourning.  They 
have no hope.  Those in Christ have a hope that makes mourning unnecessary.   
 
3.  Does Paul teach that we aren't to be sad or have sorrow over the death of a loved one? ___ 
     
     No, but we are not to mourn "as those who have no hope".  To see the manner of 
mourning of the heathen or in other religions is quite different from that of a believer.  Some 
tear out their hair, their beards, cut off their fingers, throw themselves onto the dead person, 
commit suicide, scream for days, roll on the ground, etc.  We are sad at the loss of a loved 
one.  Even Jesus wept, but not like the ungodly. 
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HOPE 
 
4.  On what is our hope built? 3:14 (2 things)  ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Life has not ended when we bury a loved one in Christ.   
 
     a. Because Jesus rose from death, so will we.   
     b. Jesus promised He would come back again. John 14:1-3  
     c. Lastly, the dead in Christ have gone to be with Jesus and will come back again with 
Him.   
 
5.  Where does Paul write more on the subject of the importance of the death and resurrection 
 
of Christ? _____________________________ 
 
     Those who died physically but still live in the spirit in heaven, will come back with Jesus.  
You see the physical body is only the house that the real person lives in while on earth.  The 
real person lives on either in heaven with Jesus or in hell. 
 
6.  From where did Paul receive this knowledge? 4:15 _______________________________ 
 
7.  What will happen to the physical bodies of the dead believers when Jesus comes back? I 
 
Corinthians 15:52 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
8.  What will happen to the living believers when Jesus comes back? 4:17 _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Perhaps Paul's statement about the living not preceding the dead in Christ in joining Christ 
in the air in 4:15 might come from the Jewish teaching that the only resurrection was the one 
on judgment day.  Paul teaches that even the sinners will rise in the final resurrection of the 
dead. I Corinthians 15:24  It is also found in Revelations 20:11-15.  Paul teaches in 
Corinthians that the resurrection of the righteous will come first, while the resurrection of the 
unsaved will be for judgment at the very end. 
 
9.  Who will be raised when Christ comes? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  What three sounds will come from heaven when the dead in Christ are raised? 4:16 ____ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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11.  Why did Paul share these things with them? (3 reasons) 4:13,18 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     What a convention the coming of the Lord will be.  Only spiritual people will see and hear 
all this because the ungodly do not hear or understand spiritual things.  
 

1. Dead believers rise first and receive their heavenly bodies. 
2. Living believers are raised, receive their new bodies and join those who have risen 

from the dead. 
3. All will accompany Jesus into heaven to live forevermore with Him. 

 
12.  What kind of body did Jesus have when he was raised? _________________________ 
 
 
13.  What could He do with his heavenly body? ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:5-11 
 
WHEN WILL JESUS COME   
 
     We have seen how Jesus will come. But now we will see when he will come and what we 
should be doing while we wait for His coming   
 
14.  What will announce His coming? 4:16 ________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
15.  The time of the coming of the Lord is likened to what? 5:1-2 ______________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16.  Why do you think Paul said He would come like a thief in the night? ________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.  How will his coming be like the labor pains of a woman? _________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     A woman knows she is soon going to give birth but does not know the exact time it will 
happen.  So we can know the signs of the soon return of Christ but not the exact time he will 
appear.   
 
18. What sign did Paul give for Jesus's coming? 5:3 _________________________________  
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
19. What are some signs Jesus gave of His coming? Matthew 24:3-14 __________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. Why should the return of Christ not overtake us as a thief? 5:4,5 ____________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. How should we live as children of the light? 5:6-8 (4 things) _______________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  What then is the purpose of this teaching on the Second Coming? 5:11 ______________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23.  How does this encourage us? 5:9,10 __________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We may not know everything about the future, but we do know that through the salvation 
that Christ has given us we are saved from wrath and will one day be with the Lord. Let us be 
watchful and sober, living in love as children of the light. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Discuss what we have learned in this lesson about the coming of Christ. 
2.  Discuss any questions you have about His coming. 
3.  Discuss the importance the coming of Christ has for us. 
4.  Discuss what we should do to be prepared for the coming of Christ. 
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LESSON 5 

LIVING IN EXPECTATION OF THE RETURN OF JESUS 
 

I Thessalonians 5:12-28 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Describe how we are to treat our leaders. 
     2.  Describe how we are to treat each other. 
     3.  Describe our attitudes during our time of waiting. 
     4.  Describe our resources to live out what we have learned. 
 
     Paul had heard some reports about the church that prompted him to be quite specific in 
what it meant to live "lives worthy of God" 2:12. It seems that some had quit work and were 
doing nothing while they waited for Jesus to come back.  Idleness breeds problems in any 
group, so Paul gives them some very practical counsel on how to live.   
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:12-22 
 
HOW TO TREAT YOUR LEADERS AND LIVE IN PEACE 
 
1.  What are church leaders to do? 5:12 (3 things) ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  How are we to treat these kinds of leaders? 5:13 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Why are we to honor our leaders? 5:13 _________________________________________ 
 
4.  How are we to live with one another? 5:13 ______________________________________ 
 
DISCUSS SOME THINGS THAT CAUSE QUARRELS IN THE CHURCH 
 
     Paul says that we are to live in peace with one another. There is a little poem that says: 
 
      "To live above with the saints we love, 
       O that will be glory,  
           but To live below with the saints we know, 
       Is quite a different story." 
 
5.  Do you find that true in your own church body? _______ 
 
     This problem gets a lot of attention in the Scripture.  It is easier to get along with a sinner 
because we do not expect as much from them.  But we are often very tough on our fellow 
Christians who sometimes stumble and fall. 
 
6.  What does Paul say we are to do for the three different types of people in the body? 5:14 
 
For the idle _________________________________________________________________ 
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For the fearful _______________________________________________________________ 
 
For the weak ________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We need to discern why people are the way they are and do the things they do, then adjust 
our ministry to meet their own particular need.  
 
7.  What are we to do for everyone? 
 
     5:14 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     5:15 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are all in the same process of spiritual growth. Paul says be kind to each other and 
everyone else.  It is amazing how eager we are to demand that the church do this and that, but 
we often are so slow to be kind to one another. 
 
     We are to be kind to others, even those who have done something bad to us. Paul repeats 
Jesus' command to not return evil for evil but good for evil. 
 
8.  How are we to treat those who are evil to us? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What should our attitudes be toward life while waiting for Jesus? 5:16,17 (3 things) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Why should we have this kind of an attitude in life? 5:17 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. Should we have this attitude only when things are going good? _______ 
 
     The natural response to our circumstances is to pray to have our circumstances changed.  
If they aren't changed we begin to loose faith or question God's goodness. But true faith, 
rejoices, prays and gives thanks in every circumstance, whether good or bad. 
 
     Paul had learned to be content in every circumstance. In hunger, beatings, prison, 
shipwrecks and persecution from Jews, Gentiles and other Christians. 
      
12. What do you do when people come against you and problems arise? _________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REMEMBER TO BE PATIENT AND FORGIVING OF CHRISTIANS AS WELL AS NON-
CHRISTIANS. 
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13. What two things does Paul warn us not to do? 5:19,20 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Prophecies here could mean messages from a man of God who preaches, teaches or 
exhorts us from the Word. Or it could be a word of prophecy that is spoken directly from God 
through a prophet to us.  
 
14. What are we suppose to do with every sermon, teaching, prophecy, word of knowledge,  
 
interpretation of tongues, dream or vision? 5:21 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     No matter how spiritual a message is or how good it sounds, if it does not agree with the 
Bible, do not receive it.  If someone has a word of instruction for you that they claim is from 
God, don't receive it unless God has spoken it to you too. Hide it in your heart and wait to see 
if God confirms it to you in your heart and through someone else.  
 
DISCUSS WHAT IT MEANS TO "QUENCH THE SPIRIT." 1:19 
DISCUSS WHAT YOU THINK PAUL MEANT "TO ABSTAIN FROM EVERY FORM OF 
EVIL." 1:22 
GIVE SOME EXAMPLES OF "FORMS OF EVIL" WE NEED TO ABSTAIN FROM?  
 
READ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:23-28 
 
PAUL'S BENEDICTION AND FINAL ADMONITION 
 
     Read this beautiful prayer for those he has been instructing.  Note that this is neither a 
doctrinal teaching nor a promise.  Some use this verse to teach a doctrine called a "second 
work of grace."  They believe and often teach that it is an experience that one must have after 
salvation.  If one experiences this total sanctification, the sin nature is removed and  the 
"wholly sanctified" person can no longer sin. 
 
15.  What two things does he ask for them? 5:23 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     "Sanctify" in most places means "set apart to God", but here it means to be purified and 
made holy.  It is a work of the Holy Spirit and the Word.   
 
 "Preserved" means to keep or protect. God is interested in keeping and protecting us 
body, soul and spirit until the coming of Christ. 
 
16.  Who will do all these things for us? 5:24 ______________________________________ 
 
     But we have a responsibility to cooperate with God to allow Him to sanctify and preserve 
us. He can not sanctify us and protect us if we choose to walk in sin and disobedience to him. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
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1. Discuss how the anticipation of the return of Christ should effect our relationships with 

others. 
2. Be prepared to share the most important thing you have learned from this book. 
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LESSON 6 

THANKSGIVING - PRAYER -ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

II Thessalonians 1:1-2:2 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 

1. Explain the reason for this second letter. 
2. Explain the reference to another coming of Jesus quite different from the one in I                       

Thessalonians. 
     3.  Explain Paul's prayer in this book. 
 
     We do not know how much time passed between the first epistle and this second epistle to 
Thessalonica.  We do not even know why Paul wrote this second letter but think that the first 
letter had caused some confusion. Remember that the Jews expected the Messiah to come, to 
destroy His enemies and set up His kingdom.  This is not the second coming of Christ that 
Paul was talking about in I Thessalonians.  So in this letter he is trying to clarify what he said 
and ends up talking about another return of Jesus.  
 
     These two epistles seem to be contradictory and people have tried to straighten it all out.  
Then to complicate it more, some have tried to make it all fit in with Daniel's visions and 
prophecies, as well as Revelation.  The New Testament must agree with the Old Testament 
but we will look at Paul's explanation, letting it stand upon its own without trying to make it 
fit with all the other  prophecies. 
 
ENCOURAGEMENT 
 
1.  With does Paul thank God for? 1:3 ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What does he boast about? 1:4 ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Paul does not boast about himself or what he has done, but he boasts about others and 
what they had done. In this way he encourages others to do even greater things. 
 
     These people needed encouragement.  They were suffering persecution and trials.  They 
needed to believe that it would all change some day and the wrongs made right.  This was 
always the conclusion of all the messages of the prophets to suffering, disobedient Israel. 
They confronted Israel with their sin and God's judgment but always finished by prophesying 
of a future deliverance, hope and glory. 
 
3.  What promise of hope does Paul give them? 1:7 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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4.  What will Christ do when He comes? 1:6 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     "Vengeance is mine saith the Lord.".  Oh, how we long sometimes to help Him do it. 
 
5. Who will be judged by Christ? 1:8 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What will be their judgment? 1:9 (2 things) _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 "Vengeance is mine saith the Lord." We are not to take vengeance on the ungodly or 
disobedient Christians who persecute us. Leave them in the Lord's hands. He is the judge. 
 
7. What are we who believe going to do at His coming? 1:10 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  What was He promising Jesus would do when He comes in I Thessalonians 4:13-18  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Evidently they are not the same event.  In one He will come to raise the dead believers and 
translate them to "ever be with the Lord".  In the other He is coming to...  
 
     *  punish the ungodly,  
     *  vindicate the righteous,  
     *  be glorified in His holy people 
     *  and be marveled at among all those who have believed. 
 
9. What must we do to be prepared for His coming? 1:11 (3 things) ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCUSS THE MEANING OF THESE THREE THINGS. Are you prepared for the return of  
 
Christ? _____ 
 
10. Where must Christ be glorified first before He is glorified in the earth?1:12 ___________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     So we see that Paul has given two different events of the coming of Christ.  The most 
acceptable explanation is that Jesus will come to take His own people to heaven. Then later 
He will come in glory when every eye shall see Him.  He will punish the world for its sin and 
establish His kingdom.  This probably is a parallel to Revelation 19.   
 
     Teachers and theologians have argued and still do argue about the order, time, and signs of 
the coming of the Lord.  Paul is not so concerned about when Christ will come but more 
important our conduct in preparation for His coming.  We will not fully understand when and 
how He will come until he appears. So we need to be prepared for His coming at any time. 
 
11. Compare this study with some scriptures you already know about the coming of Jesus.  
Write what you know about the coming of Christ and the scripture where you found it. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What is Paul's advice now that you know this teaching? 2:1,2 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There were people who pretended that they had a new message from God.  These kinds of 
people still exist today.  People set times and dates.  Some make charts and make predictions 
based on their studies. And there are those who claim that Jesus has already come.   
 
TALK A BIT ABOUT SOME PREDICTIONS YOU HAVE HEARD AND HOW IT 
AFFECTED BELIEVERS. 
 
13.  Up to the present have these special revelations come true? _______ 
 
14.  Should we be "shaken" by what we hear? ________ 
 
15.  Should we spend our time arguing about the second coming of Christ? _______ 
 
     Rather than worry about when Jesus may come, it is better to live your life one day at a 
time just as though this is the day ofhis coming, but also planning a future that will be 
pleasing to the Lord when he comes. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Discuss Paul's purpose in writing about the coming of Christ. 
2.  Discuss how we can be prepared and help others to be prepared for the coming of Christ. 
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LESSON 7 

THE LAWLESS ONE 
 

II Thessalonians 2:3-12 
 
 OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain who the Lawless One is. 
     2.  Tell what he will do when he comes. 
     3.  What His coming will signify. 
     4.  Explain what his coming or revelation will mean to you. 
 
     Paul began this chapter with the warning about getting too shaken about the coming of the 
Lord. He then gives them soon signs of the coming of Christ and warnings against false 
teachings and the "lawless one." 
 
DON'T LET ANYONE DECEIVE YOU  
 
1.  What must occur before Jesus comes back? 2:3 (2 things) __________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________       
     We are certainly in an age of rebellion against God.  It is not only the communist countries 
such as the USSR and China, but the Western nations have rebelled against God.  America 
today is trying to outlaw the knowledge of God under the guise of separation of church and 
state. 
 
2.  What other signs of rebellion against God do you see today? _______________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     It is not only a rebellion against God but a rebellion against all authority.  We can best 
describe our age as an age of world wide rebellion. 
 
3.  Who is the author of all rebellion? _____________________ 
 
     Satan led the first rebellion against God. Isaiah 14:13-15  He also led the rebellion of 
Adam and Eve, of Cain, of Babel, and the many rebellions of the Israelites against God and 
rebellion of Israel against Jesus Christ. 
 
4.  What signs of rebellion or falling away do you see in the church? ___________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul calls this "the falling away" that must come first before the lawless one or man of sin 
is revealed. 
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5.  What are some other names of this lawless one? 2:3, Revelation 20:1-3 _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
6.  What will be the end of the lawless one? Revelation 20:1-3,7-10 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  What is the goal of this lawless one? 2:4 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Who is God in the flesh? ________________ 
 
9.  Who is Satan in the flesh? I John 2:18 and II John 7 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The Antichrist is not only against Christ, but he also is the complete opposite of Christ.  
He wants Christ's position and authority.  He is attempting to establish his kingdom 
consisting of those  who have rejected the true Christ. 
 
10.  How has he attempted to destroy the Christ?  ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He tried to destroy Adam and Eve who would be the ancestors of the Christ, he attempted 
to destroy Israel, Mary, and Jesus himself. He tried through Harod's attack on the children, 
through the temptation in the wilderness, through the men of Nazareth, through the Jews, and 
thought he had finally accomplished his goal at the cross.  But, the Bible says that if he had 
only known he would not have done it for through it he brought about the salvation for all 
mankind. Today he is trying to destroy the body of Christ, the church. And in the end he will 
fight Jesus the coming King and all his armies, but he will be defeated and cast into the lake 
of fire for eternity. 
 
11.  How can we identify this Antichrist? 2:9,10 (4 things) ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  Who will destroy him? 2:8 ______________ How ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     This battle is portrayed in Revelation 12.  Read it, but we will not teach that portion in this 
lesson as we want to stick to this epistle to Thessalonica. 
 
13.  Who do you think is holding back the full power of lawlessness that he cannot 
accomplish 
 
his goals? 2:7 _______________________________________________________________ 
  
     Many answers have been given.  One is that it is the Holy Spirit in the world.  Others say 
that it is the Church.  
 
14.  Why is God waiting? 2:6b __________________________________________________ 
 
     There we are back to the term, "In the proper time".  Even Satan's plans are subject to 
God's plans. Nothing can happen outside of God's time and plan. 
 
     In one place Paul uses "what is holding him back" and in another "the one who holds it 
back".  And again "he will do so till he is taken out of the way".  Is Paul talking about a 
person or a group or an event, or maybe all three? 
 
15.  Why was Paul teaching about the coming of the lawless one? 2:2,3 (2 reasons) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Remember the Roman Emperor was persecuting and killing Christians to such an extent 
that they thought that they were already in the great tribulation. They may have thought that 
Caesar was the Antichrist. Paul was warning them not to be shaken or deceived. Throughout 
the history of the church there have been many Antichrist, and others will come. We to 
should not be shaken or deceived by these things. 
 
BEWARE OF UNBELIEF OR HUMAN LOGIC THAT OPPOSES 
REVELATION. 
 
16.  Why will people believe in this Antichrist?  
 
     In 2:9 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In 2:10 __________________________________________________________________ 
     
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In 2:11 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul talks about the progress of sin in people's lives in Romans 1:18-28.  When we reject 
God and His revelation, He sends a spirit of delusion until lies become truth.  We will believe 
anything.  Think of those who deny that God created the earth and thus deny God.  They can 
easily believe any lie Satan will give them. 
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     And we must be careful that we are not deceived by those who have power to do signs and 
wonders. We must judge them according to their teaching and the fruit of their lives and 
ministries. 
 
17. What must we do to not be deceived? 2:10,12 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT GREAT FACTS DO WE LEARN FROM THIS PORTION? 
 
     1.  There is a devil that opposes God. 
     2.  Satan or the devil's aim is to take God's position. 
     3.  He is in a battle against God, His Son and His people. 
     4.  It will terminate in this Lawless One or Anti-Christ. 
     5.  There will be a final world battle to try to defeat Christ. 
               BUT.... 
     6.  God is still in control of every event. 
     7.  God will triumph as He always has. 
     8.  Satan's doom is already known. 
     9.  We, along with all the Church, are on the winning side. 
               THEREFORE... 
    10.  Don't be shaken. 
    11.  Don't worry. 
    12.  Keep your faith. 
    13.  Know the truth and walk in the truth. 
    14.  Live lives worthy of your Master. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1. Discuss what you know about the lawless one. 
2. Discuss how he is working in these last days. 
3. Discuss how we can avoid being shaken and deceived and help others not to be shaken 

and deceived.  
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LESSON 8 

AFFIRMING RELATIONSHIPS 
 

II Thessalonians 2:13 - 3:18 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson you will be able to: 
 
     1.  State the problems that arise because we expect the soon return of Jesus.        
     2.  Tell how we can solve these problems. 
     3.  Summarize what our attitudes and actions should be while we await His coming.  
 
     In I Thessalonians 4:1 Paul told them that "we had instructed you how to live in order to 
please God."  So the question we want to answer in this lesson is "how do we then live?"  
How do we balance the hope and expectation of Jesus' soon return with the demands of 
everyday life?  Paul gets real specific.  In fact he comes back to this theme all the way 
through both books. 
 
HOLD FAST 
 
1.  What was Paul thankful for? 2:13 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Had their mistaken doctrine of the second coming cut them off from God's grace and  
 
salvation? ________ 
 
3.  What does Paul exhort them to do? 2:15 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In 2:3, Paul tells them not to let anyone deceive them.  We are not to cut people off who 
believe a little different from us but to encourage and teach them. As for us, we are to hold on 
to the teaching that was given to us by God's leaders.  Beware of new  teachings.  Make sure 
they agree with established interpretations of the Bible.  Peter warns over and over again that 
in the last days there would be false prophets and teachers. II Peter 2:1-4; II Peter 3:3-9.  John 
also spoke about this in I John 2:18,19. 
 
4.  What does Paul request in prayer for them? 2:16,17 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 We need to pray this prayer for ourselves and for our brethren in Christ so that they will 
be established in "every good word and work." 
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PRAY FOR YOUR LEADERS 
 
     He had prayed for them in the last chapter.  But now, he asks them to pray for him.  We 
are never too great to need the prayers of the least among us.  In spite of their 
misunderstanding of truths, they were still saved and sanctified and had access to God's 
throne in prayer. 
 
5.  What are Paul's prayer requests? 3:1,2 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ASSURANCE 
 
6.  What assurance does Paul give this church who was going through suffering for their 
faith?  
 
3:3 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  What confidence did Paul have? ______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He expresses both his confidence in them and his confidence in God, that God will help 
them to do what has been commanded them. 
 
PROBLEMS AND THEIR SOLUTIONS 
 
     After expressing his confidence that with God's help they will obey his commands, Paul 
finally gets to the questions that had troubled him and caused him to write this second epistle. 
 
8. What is Paul's first command? 3:6 _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 These were Christians who were idle and were causing disorder in the church through 
their example and teaching. 
 
9.  What do you think had caused them to be idle? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  What were some of the results of the idle church members?  
 
     2:10 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2:11 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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11.  What example had Paul given them? 2:8 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  What was his solution to the problem? 3:10 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul uses himself as an example.  If he, Paul the apostle and founder of the church, 
worked, his converts and disciples surely should work.  
 
13.  For what two reasons did Paul support himself? 2:8,9 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  What should we do about people who refuse to work and are a burden to the church? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Even ministers of the gospel should not allow themselves to be a burden to the church. 
Some Christians run from church to church causing confusion, begging for money and 
making demands for their services.  
 
15. What command does Paul give for these people? 3:12 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What discipline does Paul give for these people if they don't change? 3:14 ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There is a place for church discipline, but Paul always insisted that it was for bringing 
them to repentance and back into the fold of the Body of Christ.   
 
17.  What must we do if they repent? 3:15 _________________________________________ 
 
     It is like the family getting together to take care of a problem that a member of the family 
has caused that has brought shame on the entire family. It is for the honor of the family and 
hopefully to help the problem maker to get back in line.       
 
HOW CAN THIS PROBLEM SOLVING EXAMPLE APPLY TO US AND OUR CHURCH? 
 
18.  Did Paul advocate splitting the local church over a doctrine? __________ 
 
19.  Was the doctrine itself the cause of discipline? ____________ 
 
20.  What was the cause for discipline? ___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     It is not only the wrong teaching that effects the church but also the actions and attitudes 
that are a result of false teaching. 
 
21. What encouragement does Paul give this church? ________________________________ 
 
FINAL GREETINGS       
 
     Paul gives them his blessings.   
 
22.  What  things does Paul ask for them? 3:16,18 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Now he signs it with his own hand or seal.  Remember there were no typewriters and 
everyone is not a good writer.  So Paul probably had someone else write his letters as he 
spoke it to them and then signed himself. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1. What was the problem in the Thessalonian church? 
2. What problems have developed in your Church as a result of misunderstanding of                      

interpretation of the Word? 
3. How can we handle such problems in the church? 
4. How should our expectation of the return of Jesus affect our every day life? 
5. What has benefited you most in the study of Thessalonians? 
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LESSON 9 

PERSONAL BIBLE STUDY 
 
Choose a portion you want to teach from in I or I Thessalonians. 
 
SCRIPTURE PORTION YOU ARE TEACHING FROM: ___________________________ 
 
TITLE OF YOUR TEACHING: ________________________________________________ 
 
INTRODUCTION - What you are teaching about. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MAIN POINTS - Four things you ar going to teach and scripture verses for each               
point. 

 
1. __________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ___________________________________________________________________ 
   

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. ___________________________________________________________________ 
   

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. ___________________________________________________________________ 
   

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ILLUSTRATION - An example of how this teaching can be used in our lives. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONCLUSION - Explain what you want the people to do with this teaching. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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	READ 1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-8
	READ 1 THESSALONIANS 4:9-12
	CLASS DISCUSSION



	OUR HOPE IN CHRIST
	
	
	MOURNING

	READ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:5-11
	WHEN WILL JESUS COME
	CLASS DISCUSSION



	LIVING IN EXPECTATION OF THE RETURN OF JESUS
	
	READ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:12-22
	HOW TO TREAT YOUR LEADERS AND LIVE IN PEACE



	THANKSGIVING - PRAYER -ENCOURAGEMENT
	
	
	ENCOURAGEMENT
	CLASS DISCUSSION



	THE LAWLESS ONE
	
	
	DON'T LET ANYONE DECEIVE YOU
	CLASS DISCUSSION



	AFFIRMING RELATIONSHIPS
	
	
	HOLD FAST
	PRAY FOR YOUR LEADERS
	ASSURANCE
	PROBLEMS AND THEIR SOLUTIONS
	CLASS DISCUSSION



	PERSONAL BIBLE STUDY

