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I CORINTHIANS 
 
HOW TO STUDY THESE LESSONS: 
 
1.  PRAY to God and ask Him to open your mind and teach you by His Holy Spirit. 
 
2.  READ the scripture portion several times before you begin to answer the questions. 
 
3.  ANSWER EVERY QUESTION by searching for the answer in the lesson or from the 
scripture portion you have read. 
 
4.  In each lesson you will find several parts: 
 

FIRST, you will find some answers in the commentary in your book. 
SECOND, you will find other answers from the scripture portion which you read at the 

 beginning of the lesson. 
THIRD, you will answer some questions from your own experience or understanding of 

 the lesson. 
FOURTH, you will be asked to do something to put what you  have learned into practice. 
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OUTLINE OF I CORINTHIANS 
 
Part One: In Answer to Chloe's Report of Divisions (1:1-4:21) 
 
I. Introduction       1:1-9 
 
II. Report of Divisions      1:10-17 
 
III. Reasons for Division      1:18-4:21 
 

A. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Message   1:18-3:4 
B. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Messenger   3:5-4:5 
C. Misunderstanding of Paul's Ministry    4:6-21 

 
Part Two: In Answer to Reports of Fornication (5:1-6:20) 
 
I. On Incest        5:1-13 
 

A. Deliver the Fornicators for Discipline   5:1-8 
B. Separate Yourselves from Immoral Believers  5:9-13 

 
II. Concerning Litigation Between Believers   6:1-11 
 
III. Warning Against Sexual Immorality    6:12-20 
 
Part Three: In Answer to the Letter of Questions (7:1-16:24) 
 
I. Counsel Concerning Marriage     7:1-40 
 

A. Principles for Married Life     7:1-9 
B. Principles for the Married Believer    7:10-16 
C. Principle of Abiding in God's Call    7:17-24 
D. Principles for the Unmarried     7:25-38 
E. Principles for Remarriage     7:39-40 

 
II. Counsel Concerning Things Offered to Idols   8:1-11:1 
 

A. Principles of Liberty and the Weaker Brother  8:1-13 
B. Illustration of Paul and His Liberty    9:1-27 
C. Warning against Forfeiting Liberty    10:1-13 
D. Exhortation to Use Liberty to Glorify God   10:14-11:1 

 
III. Counsel Concerning Public Worship    11:2-14:40 
 

A. Principles of Public Prayer     11:2-16 
B. Rebuke of Disorders at the Lord's Supper   11:17-34 
C. Principles of Exercising Spiritual Gifts   12:1-14:40 
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IV. Counsel Concerning the Resurrection    15:1-58 
 

A. Fact of Christ's Resurrection     15:1-11 
B. Importance of Christ's Resurrection    15:12-19 
C. Order of the Resurrections     15:20-28 
D. Moral Implications of Christ's Resurrection   15:29-34 
E. Bodies of the Resurrected Dead    15:35-50 
F. Bodies of the Translated Living    15:51-58 

 
V. Counsel Concerning the Collection for Jerusalem  16:1-4 
 
VI. Conclusion       16:5-24 
 
OUTLINE OF 2 CORINTHIANS   
 
Part One: Paul's Explanation of His Ministry (1:1-7:16) 
 
I. Introduction       1:1-11 
 
II. Paul's Explanation of His Change of Plans   1:12-2:13 
 

A. Paul's Original Plan      1:12-22 
B. Paul's Change of Plans     1:23-2:4 
C. Paul's Appeal to Forgive     2:5-13 

 
III. Paul's Philosophy of Ministry     2:14-6:10 
 

A. Christ Causes Us to Triumph     2:14-17 
B. Changed Lives Prove Ministry    3:1-5 
C. New Covenant Is the Basis of Ministry   3:6-18 
D. Christ Is the Theme of Ministry    4:1-7 
E. Trials Abound in the Ministry    4:8-15 
F. Motivation in the Ministry     4:16-5:21 
G. Giving No Offense in the Ministry    6:1-10 

 
IV. Paul's Exhortations to the Corinthians    6:11-7:16 
 

A. Paul's Appeal for Reconciliation    6:11-13 
B. Paul's Appeal for Separation from Unbelievers  6:14-7:1 
C. Paul's Meeting with Titus     7:2-7 
D. Corinthians' Response to Paul's Letter   7:8-16 

 
Part Two: Paul's Collection for the Saints (8:1-9:15) 
 
I. Example of the Macedonians     8:1-6 
 
II. Exhortation to the Corinthians     8:7-9:15 
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A. Example of Christ      8:7-9 
B. Purpose of Giving      8:10-15 
C. Explanation of the Delegation    8:16-9:5 
D. Exhortation to Giving      9:6-15 

 
Part Three: Paul's Vindication of His Apostleship (10:1-13:14) 
 
I. Paul Answers His Accusers     10:1-18 
 

A. The Charge of Cowardice is Answered   10:1-2 
B. The Charge of Walking in the Flesh is Answered  10:3-9 
C. The Charge of Personal Weakness is Answered  10:10-18 

 
II. Paul Defends His Apostleship     11:1-12:13 
 

A. Paul's Declaration of His Apostleship   11:1-15 
B. Paul's Sufferings Support His Apostleship   11:16-33 
C. Paul's Revelations Support His Apostleship   12:1-10 
D. Paul's Signs Support His Apostleship    12:11-13 

 
III. Paul Announces His Forthcoming Visit    12:14-13:10 
 

A. Paul's Concern Not to be a Financial Burden   12:14-18 
B. Paul's Concern Not to Find Them Carnal   12:19-21 
C. Paul's Warning to Examine Themselves   13:1-10 

 
IV. Conclusion       13:11-14 
 
These outlines were taken from Nelson=s Bible Dictionary 
 

  
5 



 1 & 2 Corinthians 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
     We have already studied the life of Jesus in the Gospels.  We have learned His teachings.  
We know that He was crucified, died, and rose again.  His death was for our redemption from 
sin and its power. 
 
     In the book of the Acts of the Apostles  we saw the fulfillment of the last command of 
Jesus to go and make disciples of all nations.  The disciples went everywhere announcing the 
Good News.  Wherever they went they founded churches. 
 
     The Apostles put the new churches into the hands of responsible and Spirit-filled men.  
These churches started well, but later had some problems and some questions about what 
they should do in the church.  As a result, the Apostles wrote letters, called Epistles, to 
instruct these new churches in the way of the Lord. 
 
     Among these Epistles or letters were  two written to the church in the city of Corinth.  
Paul had reports of some problems that had come in that church and sent the first letter, I 
Corinthians, to try to instruct them on how to live for Christ. 
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 LESSON 1 
 
 DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH 
 
 I Corinthians chapters 1-3 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1. Explain why Paul wrote this letter. 
     2. Tell what Paul taught about church strife and division. 
     3. Explain how to avoid strife between church leaders. 
 
READ I Corinthians chapter 1.   
 
HUMAN WISDOM CAUSES DIVISION 
     
1.  Who wrote this letter to the church at Corinth? __________________________________ 
 
2.  Why did he write this letter? I Cor 1:11 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What right did Paul have to write such a strong letter of correction? 1 Cor. 4:15 _________ 
  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We must remember how the church at Corinth was started.  Read Acts chapter 18.  
Corinth  was in the country of Greece.  It was a city full of all kinds of sin and idolatry.  
However, there was a group of Jews who lived there also.  Paul  started evangelizing the 
Jews first in the synagogue.   
 
4.  Where did Paul begin his ministry in Corinth? ___________________________________ 
 
5.  Why did he stay in Corinth so long? Acts 18:9-11 ________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Who came and preached Corinth after Paul left? Acts 18:24 ________________________ 
  
     Priscilla and Aquilla lived in Corinth and taught, too.  Several people are often involved in 
starting a new church. Each one of them is different with different ministries.  If every 
member of the body were the same, it would be deformed.  But problems come when people 
begin to follow different members of the body instead of just following the head.  
 
7.  What does Paul thank God for? I Corinthian 1:4 _________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________________________________   
 
8. How had the Corinthians been blessed? (three things) 1:5-7 _________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     This church was not only well-founded but had received God's blessing and gifts.  They 
had been well-taught but had not learned their lessons well.  There were problems because 
they had not done what they had been taught.  The best church can still experience problems 
if they do not practice what they know.  
 
9. What will happen if we do not practice what we have learned from the Bible? __________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
     All churches have problems. Anytime several people get together there will be problems 
because we are still humans and each one an individual.  However, God has given us the 
solution to our problems in His Word. 
 
10. What was the first problem Paul talks about? 1:10 _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
     Notice that even though Jesus had said that we are not to judge one another, He has given 
his ministers the responsibility to correct those that stray from the Truth. 
 
11.  What was Paul's advice to correct the problem? 1:10 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The church had begun to divide into groups according to what preacher had won them to 
Christ or had baptized them.  Jesus had said that the world would recognize  His disciples 
because we love one another.  There can be no division in love.  The Church is the Body of 
Christ. The body cannot be divided. 
 
12.  What was the cause of their divisions?  1:11,12 _________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13.  Is it important who baptizes you? _________  Why? _____________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are not saved by baptism.  We are saved by Jesus Who was nailed to a cross on 
Calvary.  No man died for us.  We cannot put our trust in any ceremony or any man for 
salvation.  It is faith in Christ and what He has done.   
 
14. What had God called Paul to do? 1:17 _________________________________________ 
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15. Why did Paul not preach with the wisdom of men? 1:17 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
16.  What were the Greeks looking for? 1:22 
_______________________________________ 
 
17.  What were the Jews looking for? 1:22 ________________________________________ 
 
18.  What is the Gospel for us who are called of God? 1:23,24 _________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. Why do you think it is hard for educated, wealthy people to be saved? 1:26 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The educated, intelligent, wise mind does not accept the Gospel because it is too simple.  
They cannot be proud of what they have done to gain salvation. 
 
20. What kind of people does God choose to save? 1:27,28   (5 kinds of people) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. Why does God choose these kinds of people? 1:29 _______________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
22.  How do we get wisdom? 1:30 _______________________________________________  
 
23.  What four things does Christ become for us? 1:30 _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. So, in whom do we glory? 1:31 ______________________________________________ 
  
 
25. As a result of that fact, what had Paul decided was the only message he would preach?  
 
2:1,2 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. What was Paul's attitude when he preached? 2:3 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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27. Why do you think Paul was fearful when he preached? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     No one can save us, and we cannot save ourselves.  We are not saved because we are 
better than others, know more than others, or have done more than anyone else.  Everyone in 
Christ has been saved by God's grace alone.  We are all equal in the body of Christ. There 
can be no division.  
 
READ I Corinthians chapter 2.   
 
CHRISTIAN REVELATION DOES NOT DEPEND ON HUMAN 
WISDOM. 
 
     The second division in the church at Corinth was because certain ones thought they had 
special knowledge.  They said because they had received these secret revelations from God 
that they were better than others.   
 
28.  Is there a secret knowledge that only a few can know in Christ? ____________ 
 
29. How did Paul preach? 2:4 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30.  On what is our salvation based? 2:5 __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The wisdom of God is Jesus Christ Himself.  When we accept  Him, we will get 
understanding.  We don't have faith because we understand, but we understand when we 
believe. 
 
31. What is the first step a person must take to begin to understand spiritual things ________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
32.  How can those who believe understand the will of God? 2:10-12 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
33.  Can we understand the will of God with our minds? __________ 
 
34. Why can't people of the world understand spiritual things? 2:13,14 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
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     The wise and educated cannot understand the mind of God because the things of God are 
not natural but spiritual.  Those who are of the world understand material and worldly things 
only.  Those who have received the Holy Spirit understand spiritual things because the Spirit 
of God reveals them. 
 
     That is why a sinner will not and cannot receive the Word of God. Those things seem 
foolish to him.  The human spirit cannot receive them. If you have a problem understanding 
spiritual things, ask God to give you His Spirit. 
 
READ I Corinthians chapter 3.    
 
CARNALITY BRINGS DIVISION 
 
35.  Why was Paul not able to teach the Corinthians spiritual things? 3:1 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
36. What did Paul compare them to? 3:2 __________________________________________ 
  
     The Corinthian Christians had received the baptism of the Spirit. They spoke in tongues, 
prophesied and had other spiritual gifts. But because they were carnal, they could not 
understand and receive spiritual teaching. So we see that even though we may be Christians 
and have the Holy Spirit, if we continue to do the things of the flesh, we cannot understand 
the spiritual things of God. We are like babies who need milk.  
 
37. What was the cause of division in the Corinthian church? 3:3,4 _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There were people in the church who claimed to be Paul's people, others Apollos's people. 
 Each apostle had a ministry among them, but it was Christ Who was  and is the Head of the 
Church.  We must say we are Christ's people. 
 
38. What position did Paul and Apollos hold in the Church of Christ? 3:5 ________________ 
 
They were all servants, not rulers, not bosses, not saviors. 
 
39.  What was the special work of each of these leaders? 3:6 
 
     Paul ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Apollos _________________________________________________________________ 
 
40.  Who had given each one his special ministry? 3:5 ________ 
 
     In verse 10 he explains that anything he had done was only by God's power and authority. 
 He  only laid the foundation of the church in Corinth, others had built on that foundation. 
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41.  Who is the foundation of the Church? 3:11 _____________ 
 
42. Why then must each church leader be very careful how he builds on the foundation of  
 
Christ? 3:14,15 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
43.  What is the temple of God? 3:16,17 _________________________ 
 
44. What will happen to the person who destroys the temple of God or the church? 3:17 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Every true believer is a part of that Church.  Just as God dwelt in the tabernacle or the 
temple in the Old Testament, He still wants to dwell among His people, the Church.   
     If we divide and destroy the unity of the Church by false doctrines, making divisions, or 
any other reason, we are destroying the unity of His Body and He will destroy us. 
 
45. Why should we not glory in men or men's wisdom? 3:19-22 
________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
46. To whom do we belong? 3:23 __________________________________ 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   What causes division in the church according to I Corinthians chapters 1-3?  
2.   Is your church having problems with division in the body?  
3.   What is dividing your church today? 
4.   How can you solve division in the church?  
5.   Can we be proud or boastful of gifts, ministries, or special knowledge? 
6.   Compare the wisdom and knowledge of the world with that which comes from God. 
7.   How should we preach the gospel according to the example of Paul? 
8.   How will our ministries be judged? 
9.   What will happen to those who bring division and destroy the body of Christ?  
10. Be ready to Recite one of these verses:  I Corinthians 1:30 or 2:4,5 or 2:9 or 2:14  
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LESSON 2 
 

PROBLEMS IN THE CHURCH 
 

I Corinthians chapters 4-6 
 

OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Discuss how God is going to judge our work. 
     2.  Discuss the attitude of a faithful steward. 
     3.  Explain what the church must do when there is immorality in the Body. 
     4.  Explain what a believer is to do if there is a quarrel with another believer.  
     5.  Give four principles that limit our liberty in Christ. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 4.       
 
PROBLEM 1 - PRIDE 
 
     A person may be strong, intelligent, rich, poor, ignorant, handsome, or ugly, but what is 
important in the eyes of God  is that a person is faithful in what God gives him to do. In 
Matthew chapter 25 it was the faithful servant that entered the Kingdom of God.  Paul gives 
the same teaching in Corinthians. 
 
1.  What does God require of a steward? 4:2 _______________________________________  
 
2.  Who was qualified to judge Paul and his work? 4:3-5 _____________________________ 
 
3.  How will Christ judge each person's work? 4:5 and 3:13 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Many people work in the ministry to impress others.  They seek praise and authority.  
They want the approval and good name of men.  Paul says no one will judge his ministry.  He 
cannot even judge his own ministry, because it is only God Who knows the heart. Our work 
may seem good and great, but what is more important is our reason for that service. 
 
4. No matter what a great work a person does, who is to get the praise and glory? 4:6,7 _____ 
 
     All that we do and all that we have comes from God.  We have no right to be proud.  The 
Corinthians had forgotten who they were and what God had done FOR them and had given 
them.  They had become proud and were now ready to put down Paul's authority. Paul 
defends himself by reminding them what he has suffered for Christ. He does this as an 
example for them and for us to follow. 
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5.  Write the sufferings of Paul for Christ. 
   
  In 4:9_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  In 4:10 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  In 4:11 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  How did Paul answer those who attacked him? 4:12,13 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Whose example was he following? ________________ 
 
8.  Why was he writing these things? 4:14 _________________________________________ 
 
4:15 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4:16 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Yes, Paul was following the example of Jesus when He blessed those who were wronging 
Him.  Paul was showing his love for the Corinthians.  They were moving away from Christ, 
and he calls them back to Christ again.  He felt responsible for them as a father does for his 
children.  He wanted to serve as an example for them. 
 
9.  Are you following the example of Christ and of Paul in your life and ministry? _________ 
 
10.  Is your life a good example for others to follow? __________ 
 
     In chapter 5, Paul wanted to correct another problem in the church at Corinth.  It is still 
found in the church today. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 5.   
 
PROBLEM 2 - IMMORALITY IN THE CHURCH 
 
11.  What was the second problem in the Corinthian church? 5:1 _______________________ 
 
12.  How did Paul find out about this problem? 5:1 
__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Everyone knew about it and talked about it.  Notice that only one man had committed this 
sin, but Paul rebukes the whole church. 
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13.  Does the whole body suffer if only one member is sick? ______ 
 
14. What order did Paul give the church to do with the  man who had sinned in fornication? 
 
5:2,5 ______________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  Why did Paul want them to turn the man over to Satan? 5:5 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There are several reasons for this order.  First, it is to guard the purity of the Body of 
Christ because such an infection in the Body quickly spreads and affects the whole body.  It 
was also because the man had brought a bad testimony on the whole church. But more 
importantly, it was to make the man suffer that he might repent and be restored.  The 
restoration of the person was  the most important goal.  We will see in II Corinthians that this 
goal was accomplished. 
 
16. Why must we deal with sin in our churches? (3 reasons) __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul, too, was affected by the sin as well as their actions.  He compares the sin in the 
Church with the little bit of yeast it takes to make a big batch of bread rise. He exhorts them 
to take the yeast out of the loaf.    
 
17. To what does Paul compare yeast? 5:8 ________________________________________ 
 
18. To what does he compare unleavened bread? 5:8 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. What kind of people should we not have company with or even eat with? 5:11 _________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20.  Is he talking about people of the world or Christians? 5:11 ________________________ 
 
21. Whom are we to judge, the people of the world or the ones in our church? 5:12 ________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What are we to do with a Christian who is walking in sin but refuses to repent and leave 
 
that sin? 5:13 
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________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are not to separate from that brother forever, but only until he is willing to repent of 
that sin and come back again. We will see in II Corinthians that this brother who had 
committed fornication was put out of the church, but he repented and was brought back into 
the church. 
 
     So we see in I Corinthians chapter four, that we are not to judge other peoples' ministries 
whether they are great or small. But in chapter five, Paul teaches us that we are to judge 
Christians who are walking in sin and separate ourselves from them until they repent.  
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 6.   
 
PROBLEM 3 - TAKING ONE ANOTHER TO COURT 
 
     We have already studied about division, pride, and  immorality in the Corinthian church.  
Paul said in chapter 1 that we should be in one accord and speak as one body.  But another 
error had come out because of their pride and sin. They began having  quarrels and taking 
each other to court to settle their disputes. 
 
23. Whom did Paul say should be judging the disputes in the church? 6:1,2 ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24. Why is it better for a believer to judge instead of a man of the world? 6:2 _____________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. What is better than going to court against another Christian? 6:7 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul said that he was ashamed of that sort of conduct as it showed that they did not have 
Christ, because Christ is love.  It is better to suffer loss than to lose your testimony to the 
world.  If a man is evil, he has no part in the Kingdom of God. 
 
26. What other sins can keep a man from entering into the Kingdom of God?   I Cor. 6:9-10 
 
1. ___________________  2.  ______________________ 3. ______________________ 
 
4. ___________________  5. ______________________ 6. ______________________ 
 
7. ___________________  8. ______________________ 9. ______________________ 
 
     Paul tells them that they all lived in those sins, too, but have been delivered and changed.  
We must not turn back to the former way of life. 
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27.  What did Christ do for us? 6:11 (3 things) _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God has saved us by grace, but if we turn back into the old life of sin, we have no place in 
Him. 
 
     Paul begins by talking about the wrongs we do to one another but finishes back on the 
subject of immorality, the sins of the flesh. I Corinthians 6:12-20. 
 
28. What do some people say to prove that they are free to do as they please? 6:12 ________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29. What was Paul's response to this teaching? 6:13 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30. What happens if we are living in immorality? 6:15,16 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We see that everything we do affects the whole body of Christ, which is the church and 
Christ the head. So if a Christian is in immorality, then the whole body is in immorality. 
 
HERE ARE SEVERAL RULES TO SHOW US IF WE ARE FREE TO DO AS WE WANT: 
I Corinthians 6:13-20 
 
     a.  If it will bring us back into slavery to Satan and the desires of our flesh, it is sin. 
     b.  Our body is the Lord's, so we can only do what God wants us to do.      
     c.  We are members of the body of Christ. So whatever we do affects the whole body         
            including the head, Christ. 
     d.  Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. So any sin you do makes that temple dirty. 
     e.  We have been bought by the blood of Jesus, so everything we do should bring glory to 
          Him. If something doesn't give glory to Jesus, don't do it! 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1.  Discuss the problems that were in the church at Corinth.  
2.  Do we have these same problems in our churches today?  
3.  What can we do to solve these problems in our churches? 
4.  What are five rules that limit what we can do with our bodies? 
5.  Be ready to recite I Corinthians 6:19,20. 
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LESSON 3 
 

 QUESTIONS OF CHRISTIAN CONDUCT 
 
 I Corinthians chapters 7-9 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell what Paul teaches about marriage. 
     2.  Tell what Paul says about divorce. 
     3.  Tell what the relationship between a Christian husband  and wife should be. 
     4.  Explain the limits of the Christian's liberty. 
     5.  Tell what rights an apostle has. 
     6.  Explain how the Christian minister should be supported. 
 
     In this lesson Paul is responding to questions that were being asked by Christians in the 
churches at that time.  These problems were not unique to the church in Corinth, for they still 
are here today. Although the answers were written long ago, they are good for us. 
 
READ  I CORINTHIANS 7:1-16.  
 
THE DUTIES OF CHRISTIANS WHO ARE MARRIED  
 
     The questions in this chapter are asked based upon the expectation of Christ's soon return. 
 They thought if Jesus was coming so soon, was it a good thing to be married?  There was 
also the problem of persecution and possible martyrdom for Christ, leaving a family without 
a head. 
 
1.  What was Paul's first reason for a young man to marry? 7:2 ________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
2.  If Christians do marry, what are they to do? 7:3,4 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
               
     Before their conversion, the people of Corinth were into all kinds of immorality. Paul 
concludes that it is better to marry than to give oneself to very strong temptation.  And when 
you marry, you must commit yourself completely to the one you married. You cannot marry 
and still continue to give your body to other men or women.  
 
3.  Is a married person the master of his own body? _____________ 
 
4.  Who is the master of a married person's body? 7:3,4 ______________________________ 
   
     Paul may have been married before he was saved. We do not know. But when he wrote I 
Corinthians he was not married.  
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5. Why did Paul think that all men should remain single like himself? 7:7 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     A single person can have more time and freedom to travel and minister than a married 
one.  However, in some cultures, a single person's ministry would not be accepted, so it 
would be better to marry.  
 
6. Why did Paul say some should marry? 7:9 
_______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     To sum up what Paul is saying: Because of the corrupt pagan customs of their culture and 
to avoid falling into immorality, he would advise marriage.  It is better also to be married 
than to have to constantly fight the fleshly desires.  We must remember all men are not the 
same with the same discipline or the same calling.  Some people are called to remain single, 
but most of us are to be married. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 7:10-16. 
 
THE PROBLEM OF MARRIAGE TO AN UNBELIEVER 
 
7.  What commandment of Jesus did Paul give? 7:10,11 ______________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. What should a Christian do whose unconverted mate wishes to continue to live with him or  
 
her? 7:12 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There have been cases where a convert wished to divorce his or her unconverted mate and 
take a new one who was a Christian.  Paul says that if the unconverted one wants to stay, you 
as a Christian must let her stay. 
 
9. What does Paul mean in 7:14 in saying that the unconverted is sanctified by the Christian  
 
mate? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul does not mean the unconverted is saved and made holy by the marriage, but rather in 
living together they can influence the other person and help them come to know Christ.  The 
children also can grow up and be taught under the influence of the Christian witness.   God 
also holds us responsible for our children until they reach the age when they accept Christ for 
themselves.  This principle carries over from the Hebrew  custom under the law where the 
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father made sacrifices for the family. But when a Jewish boy reached the age of 13, he took 
responsibility for his own commitment to God. 
 
10. Should a Christian allow their unbelieving partner a divorce if he or she decides to leave? 
 
7:15 ____________ Why? _____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We don't become Christians to quarrel and fight but to show the character of Christ, that is 
to demonstrate love and peace.  Read I Corinthians 7:17-24 to see Paul's conclusion of what 
we should do when we are converted.  We see that a converted person becomes a totally new 
person.  
 
11. Should new converts be circumcised? 7:17-19 _________ 
 
12. Should a slave try to become free when he is liberated by the Gospel? 7:22-23 ________ 
 
13. What general rule does Paul give on questions like these? 7:20,24 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Our hearts are changed. Our lives are changed.  Our desires are changed. Our conduct is 
changed.  But, our position in the world is not changed because of our conversion.  We are to 
live for the glory of God in whatever position or condition we find ourselves. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 7:25-39 
 
SHOULD WE MARRY IN SUCH HARD TIMES? 
 
     Paul has given these rules because they all felt that the coming of the Lord was near.  God 
doesn't say that either marriage or remaining single is better, but either way it is important 
that we serve God and do not let anything hinder our walk with Him.  Jesus said, "Seek ye 
first the Kingdom of God." 
 
14.  What reason did Paul give for a man not marrying? 7:32,33 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      The Catholic Church teaches that it is the will of God to remain single.  However, Paul 
did not teach that it was the will of God to remain single. He taught that if you were single 
you would be freer to give all of your time to serve God.    
 
 
15. When is a woman free to marry again? 7:39  ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. With whom is she at liberty to marry? _________________________________________ 
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READ I CORINTHIANS 8:1-13. 
 
THE QUESTION OF EATING FOOD OFFERED TO IDOLS 
 
     Remember that many of the people of the church in Corinth came out of a pagan religion.  
Many of their relatives were still idol worshipers.  When the family or friends had feasts, they 
would have a ceremony honoring their idol or god.  They would invite the Christians, too.  
The problem they had was whether to eat the food that had been sacrificed to idols or even 
blessed in the name of another god.  Some said yes, as they knew that an idol was nothing 
more than a stone or a piece of wood, while others said no, that it would destroy their 
testimony. 
 
17.  What can knowledge do? 8:1 _______________________________________________ 
 
18.  What is better than knowledge? 8:2,3 _________________________________________ 
 
19.  Why do we not need to worry about eating things offered to idols? 8:4-6 _____________  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20.  Why is it bad for some Christians to eat food offered to idols? 8:7 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If a person doesn't believe in these things, they have no power over them. But if they do, 
their faith gives the things power over them. Many people live in fear because of their former 
traditions and customs, but when they stand by faith in Christ, these things they feared have 
no more power over them. But if a weak Christian still fears some old customs and traditions, 
then he should stay away from them because they still have power over him. 
 
21. What rule does Paul give for judging what we should or should not do? 8:9 ___________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
22. If we make our brother fall by what we do, whom are we sinning against? 8:12 ________ 
 
     If a brother who is weak in faith falls because of what we do, we are sinning against 
Christ.  We cannot despise our weaker brother, because we must love him just as Christ loves 
him. 
     We are liberated from the slavery of fear to the powers of this world, but we are limited in 
our freedom because of our weaker brother or sister. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 9. 
 
 
THE PROBLEM OF CRITICISM OF PAUL'S APOSTOLIC 
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AUTHORITY 
 
     Paul had a problem with the church in Corinth.  Some other false teachers, or apostles, had 
come to minister in the  Corinthian church. Some members had begun to follow them and to 
claim that their apostle was the true apostle.  They had begun to criticize Paul and his manner 
of life. In chapter 9, he wants to prove that he really does have the office of apostle, but to 
avoid being accused of wrongdoing he had not claimed any rights of an apostle.   
 
     Paul says he is an apostle  because he had seen Christ in a vision on the road to Damascus. 
Also, it was he who had founded the church in Corinth, and his life-style also demonstrated 
his apostleship. 
 
     So, from Paul's testimony we see an apostle is one  WHO HAS BEEN CHOSEN BY 
GOD TO FOUND CHURCHES IN UNEVANGELIZED PLACES AND WHO LIVES AS 
JESUS LIVED. 
 
23.  Do you know any apostles according to the definition above? _____________ 
 
24.  What rights did Paul say he had as apostle? 
 
in 9:1______________________________________________________________________ 
 
in 9:4______________________________________________________________________ 
 
in 9:5______________________________________________________________________ 
 
in 9:6______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     As an apostle, Paul had the right to eat, marry, and travel with a wife, and to live on the 
tithes and offerings from others. But we will see that Paul did not claim these rights of an 
apostle.  

 
WHO PAYS THE PREACHER? 
 
25. What examples did Paul use to explain his apostolic right to receive money for his  
 
ministry? 9:6-11 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He argues that even in the world a workman works in hope of receiving his wages.  Isn't it 
reasonable that those who minister the Gospel receive wages for their work? 
 
26.  What did Jesus  say about a Christian worker getting wages? 9:14 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 27. Where should the money for the minister's wages come from? _____________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28.  Why didn't Paul take his living expenses from the offerings of the people? 9:13 and 15-
18  
 
(3 reasons) _________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul had the right to receive money, but he gave up his right so that the heathen would not 
think that he was preaching the Gospel for money. Missionaries often live at the expense of 
the sending churches rather than take from the young churches because they do not want to 
put a burden on a new church nor seem to be profiting from their ministry.  Paul did not ask 
or command others to do as he did but that the  minister is to be supported by his church. 
 
29.  Why did Paul preach the Gospel? 9:16 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30.  What was Paul's reward? 9:18 _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul felt obliged to preach the Gospel and that if he didn't, he would be accursed by God 
after having received so much from God. His reward was the privilege of preaching the 
gospel without charge. 
 
 31. What did Paul do so that others might be saved? 9:19,22  _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul was willing to do anything necessary to win everyone to Christ. In I Corinthians 
9:24-27 he gives the example of a person in a race.  We are all running the race. This race is 
to do the will of Him that sent us and to finish His work. John 4:34-36. 
 
32.  What race are we in? ______________________________________________________ 
 
33.  What must we do to win that race? 9:25,27 (2 things) ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
34. What will we receive if we win this race? 9:25 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Paul gave up a home and a family and worked without any wages.  He suffered hunger 
and physical pain.  He was criticized  by his own converts, because he knew that the only 
way to win that race and gain the crown from Jesus was to run with all his might and never 
give up. 
 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   Discuss what Paul taught about marriage. 
2.   Discuss what Paul taught about divorce and being single. 
3.   Discuss the limits of our liberty in Christ.   
4.   Discuss our rights as ministers of the Gospel 
5.   Discuss how ministers should be supported today. 
6.   What are you willing to sacrifice in order to preach the Gospel and win others to Christ? 
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 LESSON 4 
 
 SANCTIFIED LIVING  
 
 I Corinthians 10:1 to  11:16 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Give a reason a Christian cannot mix with the ungodly. 
     2.  Give a scripture that shows how the Old Testament applies to us today. 
     3.  Explain how we can make decisions about things the Scriptures do not tell us about. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 10. 
 
PROBLEMS OF SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD 
 
     Remember that Paul was writing to people who had recently come out of heathen, idol-
worshiping society.  They were often weak in faith, and their friends and relatives still 
practiced the old traditions. Their culture was completely bound up in idol worship and 
practices.  They were converted to Christ, but there was always the danger of falling back 
into old traditions.  The key thought is, "BE ALERT, BE CAREFUL." 
 
1. What happened in the Old Testament that symbolized baptism in the New Testament?  
 
10:1,2 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What two things did Israel do that symbolize communion in the New Testament? 10:3,4  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Even though they were baptized and took communion, what did God do to them? 10:5  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     All the Israelites were delivered out of Egypt.  All passed through the Red Sea.  All were 
led and protected by the cloud and the fire.  All drank of the water from the rock. But they  
never entered into the promised land. 
 
4.  What do you learn from this Old Testament story? _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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 5. What were Israel's sins that hindered them from receiving God's promises? 10:7-10 (four 
 
sins)_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What was the result of these sins? (3 things) _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
You can read these stories in Numbers 25:1-9,21:6-9 and 14:2-29. 
 
7. Why were all these stories written? I Corinthians 10:11 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. What warning does Paul give us? 10:12 
_________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that even though we have been saved, baptized and take communion, we must 
be careful that we do not yield to temptation and fall back into sin and under God's 
judgement. 
 
9. What three things does Paul teach us about temptation? 10:13 
 
   1. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
   2. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
   3. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We must not be discouraged when we are tempted. Everyone is tempted to sin. But when 
we are tempted, we must stand strong and resist the temptation. As we resist the temptation, 
God promises to provide a way of escape. James 4:7 says, "Submit yourself therefore to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from you." 
 
10. What three things does I Peter 5:8,9 tell us to do to overcome temptation? ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY IN CHRIST 
 
11. Why shouldn't a Christian go along with those who worship other gods? 10:14 
_________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     We can be strong Christians, but if we spend our time with those who do not serve our 
Lord, they tempt us to return to the old traditions from which we were delivered, even as the 
Israelites did. 
 
12. What is another reason not to fellowship with idol worshipers? 10:20 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Idols, charms, magic and ancestor worship are all demonic. Paul says we cannot take part 
in these demonic things and still eat of the body and blood of the Lord in communion. I 
Corinthians 10:21,22. 
 
13.  What are two reasons for not participating in non-Christian activities? 10:23,24 _______ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Everything we do should edify the body of Christ and be for the good of others. This 
principle can help us decide what we can or cannot do, where we can or cannot go, what we 
say or what we cannot say. 
 
14. What are three other rules Paul gives to help us decide what we can and cannot do. 
      
10:31 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
10:32 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
10:33 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are to live for the glory of God.  Before we enter into any activity, ask yourself, "Will 
it bring glory to God or will it bring a bad name on the Church of Christ?"   
 
15. Why must we walk with a holy life? 11:1 ______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 11:1-16. 
 
QUESTIONS ON RULES OF WORSHIP 
 
     This portion has been interpreted by some to mean that men are superior to women.  That 
is not true. Paul makes a rule in the family to maintain orderly relationships in the home. 
 
16.  To whom is the man responsible? _____________________________ 
 
17.  To whom is the woman responsible? ___________________________ 
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18.  When was a woman to cover her head? 11:5 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19.  With what was her head to be covered? 11:15 __________________________________ 
 
     Prostitutes in the Roman empire shaved their heads. So Paul admonished the women in 
Corinth not to shave their heads as the prostitutes did. This is a standard taken from the 
culture of Paul's time and place. Every culture has different standards of what is modest. As 
Christians we must dress in a way that is modest according to the culture where we live.   
 
20. Is a woman to be permitted to prophesy and pray in the church? ______________ 
(Prophesy means to speak a word from God.) 
 
21.  Who is the superior, man or woman? 11:11____________________ 
 
     One thing is to be noticed.  We are not to be "contentious" (v.16) about practices.  Our 
practices in the church change from generation to generation, but our faith in Jesus remains 
the same.  Love is eternal and will govern our attitudes toward our brothers and sisters. 
 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Discuss how  Old Testament stories are important for us today. 
2.  Discuss what we should do as Christians concerning idol worship, charms, magic, 
 ancestor worship and other traditions that are practiced in our culture. 
3.  What rules does Paul give us to help us decide what we should or should not do? 
4.  What must we do to overcome temptation? 
5.  What has God promised to do to help us overcome temptation? 
6.  Discuss the order that God has established for the home. 
7.  What is the position of a woman in the church? 
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 LESSON 5 
 
 THE LORD'S SUPPER  
 
 I Corinthians 11:17-34 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell why Paul gave these instructions about communion. 
     2.  Tell why and how we should partake of the communion. 
     3.  Explain the significance of communion. 
         
READ I CORINTHIANS 11:17-34. 
 
CELEBRATING THE LORD'S SUPPER IN A DISORDERLY MANNER 
 
1. Who began the celebration of the Lord's Supper or Holy Communion? 11:23 and Luke  
 
22:7-20 ______________________ 
 
     Jesus commanded that they continue to observe this ceremony in His memory.  The 
disciples and their converts taught this to their people in the churches.  Paul had taught it in 
Corinth. Just like the last supper of Jesus, the church at that time had communion after eating 
 a meal.  It came to be called an "agape" or love feast. 
 
2. How did they take communion in the church in Paul's day? _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Why was Paul unhappy about the way the Corinthians took communion? 11:17-22  
 
(Two reasons) _______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     As in every church, there were the rich and the poor. The problem in the Corinthian 
church was the division between the wealthy and the poor.  At communion the wealthy had a 
lot of food, while the poor went hungry. They called it a love feast, but there was no love 
being shown. 
 
4. Were the Corinthians showing love and unity when they took the Lord's Supper? 
________ 
 
     Paul told the Corinthians to eat their meals at home instead of in the church because it was 
causing division and problems in the church. (I Corinthians 11:22,34)   
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TAKING COMMUNION CORRECTLY 
 
5. Why do we eat the Lord's Supper? 11:24 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What do we show to the world when we eat the Lord's Supper? 11:26 ________________  
 
Here are the three elements of the Lord's Supper. 
 
     1.  We remember that He shed his blood for our sins. 
     2.  We accept the contract of His death for us. 
     3.  We demonstrate that we await His return to take us to where He is. 
 
     When we eat of the bread, we stop to thank Him for His broken body which gives us 
healing and life.  When we drink the wine, we thank Him for shedding His blood in our place 
for our sins.  We show our faith in what He has done and promised us. 
 
7.  Who shouldn't take the Lord's Supper? 11:27 ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This does not mean that we must be holy and without sin to take the Lord's Supper, 
because all of us have sin. What Paul means here is that we must take the Lord's Supper in a 
way that is proper. We should not take the Lord's Supper when there is strife and division like 
there was in the Corinthian church. 
 
8.  What should a person do before taking the Lord's Supper? 11:28 ____________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. If a person looks in his heart and discovers sins or has something against another Christian,  
 
what should he do? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Jesus died and shed His blood so that we could receive forgiveness of our sins. So as we 
remember His death, it is a good time to examine ourselves, confess our sins and consecrate 
our lives to Him. If we have something in our heart against another Christian that is causing 
division, then we should make our relationship right with that person before we take 
communion. 
 
10. What are we to do AFTER the self-examination and confession? 11:28 
_______________ 
 
 11. What is the result if we take communion when there is immorality, jealousy, hate or  
 
strife in our lives? 11:29,30 ____________________________________________________ 
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     We aren't saved by taking the bread and wine, but if we confess our sins and accept His 
death for us, we are making an agreement with Him to be our Savior.  We are announcing our 
faith. 
 
     Jesus said, "Whenever ye do it."  He does not specify any time or how often to take the 
Lord's Supper. Many churches take the Lord's Supper once a month, others do it every 
Sunday. You can also take the Lord's Supper on special occasions or in home meetings, if it 
is approved by the pastor of the church. The important thing is not when we take it but that 
we do it to honor Jesus and to remember His death for us. We do not take the Lord's supper 
because we are good. It is only in accepting His death for us that we can be saved.  
 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Why did Paul write to Corinth about eating the Lord's supper? 
2.  Discuss how we should eat the Lord's supper. 
3.  Discuss why we should eat the Lord's supper. 
4.  Discuss when we should eat the Lord's supper. 
5.  Discuss who should serve the Lord's supper. 
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 LESSON 6 
 
 GIFTS AND MINISTRIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
 I Corinthians chapter 12  
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Write the names of the 9 gifts of the Spirit and explain why  God gives them to us. 
     2.  Explain how we are to use these gifts. 
     3.  Discuss the relationship between members of the church . 
     4.  Write the names of the 4 ministries of the Spirit in the church. 
 
     Paul had said that the Corinthian church had all the gifts of the Spirit. 1:7   However, they 
had a problem in the use of the gifts.  They were asking Paul to explain the use of the gifts.  
Chapter 12 is an explanation of how to use the gifts of the Spirit. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 12:1-11. 
 
THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 
 
1.  Did the church at Corinth have the power of the Holy Spirit? _________________ 
  
2.  What did Paul say they lacked? 12:1 __________________________ 
 
     Paul says, "I don't want you to be ignorant about spiritual gifts."  They had the gift but 
didn't know how to use it.  They lacked wisdom, so Paul gives them some rules to follow. 
 
     They were like a person with his first car. The car is powerful but the person does not 
have the ability and wisdom to use it. 
 
RULES ON THE USE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS. 
 
3.  The first rule is in verse 3.  Write it here. _______________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Write the second rule from verse 4. ___________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
5.  Write the third rule from verse 6. _____________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6.  Write the fourth rule from verse 7. ____________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Now check to see if you found the right answers. 
 
     1.  Whoever speaks a message by the Spirit of God must confess Jesus as Lord.  
     2.  There are different gifts but the same Spirit. 
     3.  It is God who gives each man his gift. 
     4.  The gift is to serve or minister to the whole church. 
 
7.  Make a list of the names of the 9 gifts of the Spirit that you find in verses 8-10. 
 
  1.______________________________  2.___________________________ 
 
  3.______________________________  4.___________________________ 
 
  5.______________________________  6.___________________________ 
 
  7.______________________________  8.___________________________ 
 
  9.______________________________ 
 
     Paul says that there are different gifts, different ministries, and different manifestations, 
but only one Spirit and one Lord.  For that reason, all the gifts will agree with one another 
because they come from the same source.       
 
     Any time a person ministers a gift such as wisdom, that wisdom is greater than that which 
he naturally possesses.  What he knows by the power of the Holy Spirit is greater that what is 
natural. What you can do by the power of the Spirit, you can't do yourself. We call these 
"gifts" because they are given, not earned, not natural abilities, and not of self.  God gives 
these gifts of the Spirit to enable a person to minister to the body of Christ.  
 
     These gifts are not a personal possession. A person who has the gift of knowledge does 
not know everything, and a person with the gift of healing cannot heal everyone. Only God 
has all wisdom and all power. The gifts operate through us according to the will and power of 
the Holy Spirit, and according to our faith.  
 
8. Can we use the gifts for our own benefit, our own will, our own pleasure? 12:11 ________ 
 
9. Should the church judge and control the use of the gifts in the church? ________ 
 
10. Which one of the 4 rules above should you use to decide if a message is from God?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
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     If we see a person that is using a gift for his own benefit, to control others, or make 
disorder in the body, it is not of God. The church leaders should speak with the person, and if 
they don't repent and change, they should not be allowed to continue to use that gift in the 
church. 
 
11. What should we do if we see someone using a gift of the Spirit in an improper way?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Remember, Paul is giving this teaching on the use of the gifts of the Spirit because the 
Corinthians were using the gifts improperly and causing confusion in the church.  
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 12:12-27. 
 
DIFFERENT MINISTRIES IN ONE BODY 
 
     Paul will give us three important principles  that he illustrates from the human body. 
 
12.  What principle does he show in verse 12? _____________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
13. What are some things we have in common in the body of Christ? ___________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     The FIRST PRINCIPLE is that the unity of the church is like the unity of the body.  There 
is no rank of importance depending on race, social standing, sex or age.  All people in Christ 
form only one Body. 
 
     The SECOND PRINCIPLE IS  even though we form one body, each member is different 
from the others.  Each member of the body has its own work to do. 
 
14.  What does Paul teach us in verses 15-17? ______________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The THIRD PRINCIPLE is that God gives each member his own gift according to His 
own will. 
 
15.  Who decides what gift each one of us will receive? 12:18 ________________ 
 
16.  Can one member of your body hate or despise another member of your body?_________ 
 
 
17.  What do you do when one part of your body is hurt? 12:26 _______________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Shouldn't we treat the different members of the body of Christ in the same way? 
 
     Every member of the body is attached and dependent on the other parts.  They are all 
dependent on one HEAD.  When one part suffers, the whole body suffers. 
 
18.  Do you criticize the other members of your church? _____  Do you speak evil of other 
 
churches? ______  Are you jealous of other members' gifts or ministry? ______ 
 
19.  Do you take care of and love all the members of your church? _____ Are their problems 
 
your problems? ______  their pain your pain? _______ 
 
     God wants us to live in unity as the body of Christ. We should encourage, build up, and 
love one another. Even though we are different and do different things, we must work 
together to build up the body of Christ. Most important is that we must all obey Christ Who 
is the head of the Church. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 12:28-31. 
 
SPECIAL MINISTRIES IN THE CHURCH   
 
     We have spoken of the gifts the Spirit gives each of us in the Church. Now in 12:28-30 
Paul speaks about some special ministries that God gives to the Church.  
 
20.  Make a list of the different ministries God has put in the Church. 
 
     1.____________________________  2.__________________________ 
 
     3.____________________________  4.__________________________ 
 
     5.____________________________  6.__________________________ 
 
     7.____________________________  8.__________________________ 
      
     9.____________________________ 
 
     Some of these are the same as the gifts of the Spirit. But these are people who have a 
special position in the church because of the gifts God has given them. They are placed in 
that position by God. The church recognizes the ministry God has given to them and 
promotes that ministry to help build up the body of Christ. 
 
21. Who gives these positions in the church? 12:28 ______________ 
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22. With what gifts would an apostle minister? _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23.  What gifts would a director need? ____________________________________________ 
 
24.  Should one person do all the ministry in the church? _______ 
 
Why? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     No, each one has his own gift and his own ministry.  A minister may have several gifts as 
he has need. But God's plan is for the body to have many different people with different gifts 
and ministries. One person should not be doing all the ministry. But each person should be 
free to work with the ministry or gift God has given to them. The shepherd of the flock 
should oversee the use of everyone's gift and ministry, so that there will be no confusion or 
division.  
 
25.  Which gift is the best gift? 12:31 _________________________ 
 
26. Which part of your body is the most important? _______ What part of your body do you 
 
 not want? ______________________________ 
 
     Every member has its own importance.  One cannot perform the work of the other 
member. In chapter 14 Paul will discuss the important ones. 
 
27. Should we seek to get the gifts? 12:31 _________ 
 
     God does not always give us what we want and ask for.  But as we seek him for the power 
of His Spirit and do His will, He will give us the gifts we need to do the work He wants us to 
do.  
 
28. Can we be proud of our gift and compare ours with those of other people? _____ Why?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We cannot boast of our spiritual gift because we did nothing to receive it. It was given to 
us by God according to His will, so that we could use it to do His work. 
 
29. What is the better way Paul is talking about in verse 31? __________________________ 
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CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   What four rules does Paul give to govern the use of the gifts of the Spirit? 
2.   Discuss the nine gifts of the Spirit Paul gives in this chapter.  How should they be used in 
      the church? 
3.   What is the difference between a natural talent and a gift of the Spirit. 
4.   Discuss the nine ministries Paul gives in this chapter.  How are they to work in the 
 church? 
5.   Discuss how the church is to work together like a body. 
6.   How can we develop the gifts and ministries in our churches? 
7.   Do you have a gift of the Spirit? Are you using it for your church and to the glory of 
God? 
8.   If you haven't received a spiritual gift, there are three things you must do to receive your  
       gift from God. 
 

1.   Pray and ask God to baptize you in the Holy Spirit as He did the disciples in Acts 2. 
2.   Pray and ask God to give you a gift of the Holy Spirit in order to serve Him. 
3.   Begin to work in the church doing whatever the Pastor asks you to do.  Ask God 

every   day what He wants you to do.  As you begin to serve God, He will give you 
the power   and the gifts you need to do His work. 
 
REMEMBER, THE GIFTS AND THE MINISTRIES OF THE SPIRIT MUST ALWAYS BE 
USED IN A WAY TO BRING GLORY TO GOD AND TO BUILD UP THE BODY OF 
CHRIST. 
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 LESSON 7 
 
 THE BETTER WAY, LOVE 
 
 I Corinthians chapter 13 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell what love is and how it is different from the love of the world. 
     2.  Explain how we can show love in our church.   
     3.  Explain why showing love is more important than the gifts of the Spirit. 
       
READ I CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 13. 
 
     This is an important chapter in that it teaches us about the kind of love God has and that 
we should have as His children. Paul wants to show that the gifts are worthless without 
divine love. God is love, so the spirit of the church will be love, too. 
     Paul ends chapter 12 by telling us to seek for the best gifts, but that he was going to show 
us a better way. 
 
1.  What is more important than the gifts of the Spirit? ________ 
 
2. What should control our gifts, our ministry and all that we do? __________ 
 
3.  If we minister without love, what are we? 13:2 ______________  
 
4.  If we have great knowledge and great faith without love, what are we? _______________ 
 
     Paul shows us that the fruit of love is greater and will produce more for the kingdom of 
God than all the gifts of the Spirit. 
 
5.  Is Paul telling us not to minister in the gifts? ____________ 
 
6.  Why did Jesus come to earth, minister with great power, then give his life on the cross? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT LOVE IS 
 
     Paul in verses 4-8 describes what God's love will and will not do.  
 
7. Write 7 things a person who has the love of God WILL DO.11:4-8 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Write 9 things a person who has God's love WILL NOT DO. 11:4-8 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Look in questions 7 and 8 to see the things a person who has God's love will do and not do. 
Put an "A" over the things that you are doing and an "F" over the things that you are failing.  
 
10.  What things are going to finish? 13:8 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  What will never fail or come to an end? ____________________ 
 
     In verse 11 Paul explains that love is a sign of maturity. When we can love people no 
matter what they do to us, then that shows that we are adults. But when we have jealousy, 
pride or anger that makes us fight with one another, then we are still children.  
 
12.  What does Paul tell us to put away? 13:11 __________________ 
 
13.  What are some childish things we must stop doing? 
______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  Are you acting like a child or an adult? ___________________ 
 
15.  How can we develop divine love in our life? ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16.  Is your church controlled by the Holy Spirit in love?_______ 
 
     There are so many things we do not understand about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the 
future, love,  etc.  We are still like little children.  One day  we will know all these things. 
 
17.  When will we know  and understand the ways of God? 13:10 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Some people use 13:8 to show that prophecy and tongues "have been" done away with.  
All we need now is love. 
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18.  When will these gifts of the Spirit cease because they are no longer needed? 13:12  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. What will never pass away? ___________ ____________ _________ 
 
20. Why are the gifts still needed today? Ephesians 4:12 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     As long as we need to minister to one another in the body of Christ, we need all the gifts 
and ministries of the Holy Spirit. But when Jesus comes, we will be made perfect and will no 
longer need these gifts and ministries. 
 
21.  What is the most important attitude in ministry? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  What will a ministry without love do to the body of Christ? _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   Discuss the difference between God's love and the love of the flesh. 
2.   Is love a feeling or an action?  Think about John 3:16. 
3.  How can you know if a person is acting in love? 
4.   Discuss how the gifts and ministry work in love. 
5.   What are the results of a church that is controlled by love? 
6.   Are your life, ministry and gifts controlled by love? 
 
REMEMBER, LOVE IS THE GREATEST LAW. READ MATTHEW 22:37-40 AND JOHN 
13:34,35. WE JUDGE PEOPLE'S LIVES AND MINISTRIES BY THE LAW OF LOVE. IF 
A PERSON DOES NOT HAVE LOVE, HE IS NOTHING. HIS MINISTRY IS NOTHING. 
HIS GIFTS ARE NOTHING. THAT IS HOW GOD JUDGES OUR LIVES AND 
MINISTRY.  
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LESSON 8 
 

THE ORDERLY USE OF THE GIFTS 
 

I Corinthians 14 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain why prophecy is more important than speaking in tongues. 
     2.  Explain the correct way to use the gift of tongues and the interpretation of tongues. 
     3.  Explain how the use of the gifts should be controlled by the congregation of the 
church. 
 
     Remember that Paul wrote this epistle to correct some faults in the church at Corinth and 
give them instructions. Paul listed 9 gifts of the Spirit in chapter 12.  Some of them are the 
speaking gifts, such as speaking in tongues, interpreting messages in tongues, and prophecy.  
 
    We must examine these and see what they mean before giving the rules for their use.  In 
Acts 2:4 those who received the Holy Spirit first spoke in other languages or "glossais" in 
Greek. Glossais is used in the Greek to mean a heavenly language not understood by other 
people. In Acts 2:6 they also spoke in languages. But this time the Greek word used is 
"dialektos," which means languages that are understood by people. There are three times in 
the book of Acts where it talks about speaking in tongues. Let us look at them. 
 
1.  What signs accompanied the coming of the Holy Spirit? Acts 2:2-4  
 
________________   ___________________  ___________________ 
 
2.  What languages did they speak in Acts 2:6-11? __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    This is the only time in the New Testament that we see the speaking in a language 
unknown to the speaker but understood by the people who were listening. Since that time, 
though, other Christians have had this experience of speaking in a language they did not 
know by the power of the Spirit. 
 
     In Acts 10:46 when Peter preached at Cornelius's house, the people believed in Christ and 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit just like on the Day of Pentecost.   
 
3.  What happened when they were filled with the Spirit? ____________________________ 
 
     Here again, we see that speaking in tongues (glossais) was a sign to the people that they 
had received the Holy Spirit.   
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4.  What 2 things did they do in Ephesus when the Holy Spirit came on them?  Acts 19:6  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Therefore, it seems that the speaking in unknown tongues and prophecies are a sign that a 
person has received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.   
 
5. What sign does God give to show that a person has received the baptism of the Holy  
 
Spirit? _____________________________________ 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS CHAPTER 14.      
 
THE USE OF THE GIFTS 
 
     In the church at Corinth there was a group that spoke in tongues and prophesied. Notice 
how I Corinthians 12:31 finishes and 14:1 continues the same theme, LOVE. The gifts are the 
action, and love is what produces the action. We minister the gifts in love. The problem in 
Corinth was that they were bragging about their gifts even while still living carnal lives.  
 
6.  What did Jesus say would be the sign to the world that we are His disciples? ___________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Which gift is the most important? 14:1-4 ____________________ 
 
8.  Why is it more important than tongues? ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     One of the rules of ministering the gifts is that they are for the edification of the body.  
When we speak in tongues, only we are benefited. It would  be better to either prophesy in 
their language or interpret what was said in tongues.  Then it becomes a blessing to the 
church. 
 
9.  What should a person do when he speaks a message in tongues in church? 14:5,13 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The gift of interpretation of tongues is also a spiritual gift that can only operate by the 
power of the Spirit. When we are praying as a group, it is all right to pray in tongues to the 
Lord. But if you feel the Spirit wants you to give a message in tongues for everyone else to 
hear, there must be someone there who will be able to give the interpretation by the Spirit, so 
that everyone will understand the message you have spoken. If there is no one there to give 
the interpretation, you should not give a message in tongues. 
10. What should a person do if there is no one to interpret a message in tongues? 14:28 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  To whom does a person speak when speaking in unknown tongues? 14:2 
_____________ 
 
12.  Who is praying when we speak in tongues? 14:17 _________________________ 
 
13.  Did Paul speak in tongues? 14:18 ________ 
 
     Paul already spoke Hebrew, Roman, and Greek, but he also spoke a language of the Spirit 
when he was praying to God.   
 
14.  Who is edified when a person speaks in tongues? 14:4 
____________________________ 
 
     The problem in Corinth was that they had used the gifts of God for their own personal 
advantage and blessing.  They wanted to show how spiritual they were.  They wanted to gain 
control over others as the gifted ones were honored.  Paul says that if that is our motive, we 
are acting like children.  Jesus said that we will know a person by their fruit, not by their gift. 
 
     When we speak of manifestation of the Spirit, we are not talking about a physical action.  
Jumping, rolling,  shaking and such actions are manifestations in the flesh.  We don't see any 
examples of that in scripture.  
 
15.  What will a stranger think if he comes into a service and everyone is speaking in 
unknown 
 
tongues? 14:23 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What would happen if an unbeliever came into a church where people were prophesying? 
 
14:24,25 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Should people with gifts of the Spirit be free to use their gift in the church? 14:26 ______ 
 
18.  Write several things a person might do in a service. 14:26 ________________________ 
      
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These are just a few of the gifts that should be in our church services. We need to be 
developing and using the spiritual gifts that God has provided for us to build up His church. 
 
19. What rule does Paul give for the use of all the gifts? 14:26 _________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. Write some regulations on how to conduct an orderly service:  
 
14:27____________________________________________________________ 
 
14:27b___________________________________________________________    
 
14:28____________________________________________________________ 
 
14:29____________________________________________________________ 
 
21.  Can a person who is under the power of the Spirit control himself? 14:32 ___________ 
 
22.  Why did Paul give these rules of conduct? 14:33 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23.  Write a short summary of what Paul taught about speaking in tongues: ______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If we follow those rules we will not have a disorderly service but one that brings glory to 
God. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 14:33,34. 
 
WOMEN SPEAKING IN CHURCH 
 
24. On what did Paul base his rule for women not speaking in the church service? 14:33  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In Paul's day the women sat on one side of the church and the men sat on the other side 
according to Jewish tradition. A disorder had come into the Corinthian church because during 
the service the women would disrupt the service by speaking to their husbands, sometimes 
even shouting to the other side. So Paul makes a command for women not  to speak during 
the service causing confusion.  
 
25. When was a woman supposed to ask her husband a question? 14:35 _________________  
 
 
 
26. When is a woman to cover her head in the church? I Cor.11:5 ______________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     So we see that women were allowed to speak in the church at the proper time and to edify 
all the church. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   Why is the gift of prophecy better than the other gifts? 
2.   What are some of the other gifts that we need in our church? 
3.   Discuss how the gifts should be used in the church.  Give some examples of how the gifts 
      are badly used. 
4.   Who should judge the use of the gifts in the church? 15:29 
5.  Why do we need the gifts in the church? 
6.  What gifts of the Spirit are working in your church? 
7.  How can we develop the use of the gifts in our church? 
8.  What work should women do in the church? 
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 LESSON 9  
 
 THE RESURRECTION 
 
 I Corinthians chapter 15 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain the importance of the resurrection of Jesus. 
     2.  Give several proofs that Jesus rose from the dead. 
     3.  Describe the resurrection of the Christian. 
 
     In the church at Corinth there were many problems.  Paul's solutions to those problems 
gives us solutions for our problems today. What Paul wrote is the foundation of much of our 
doctrine.  The great theologian, Paul, did not plan to write a book of theology or doctrine, but 
his letters give us a great understanding of what God wanted us to know about Himself. This 
knowledge of God is what makes our theology. Using that knowledge of God, Paul shows us 
some practical ways to live to please God.  
 
     In this church some members began to teach that the Christian's body would not rise from 
the dead.  The spirit might live on but the body died forever.  The teaching of Jehovah's 
Witnesses is very similar because they say that there is no life after death or resurrection.   
So, this teaching is very much needed still today. 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 15:1-9.        
 
THE GOSPEL 
 
1.  Of what does Paul remind this church after all the teaching on church order? __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Being a Christian is not following some laws, rituals, or good living. It is believing and 
accepting the GOSPEL. 
 
2.  What is the Gospel according to 15:3,4? (3 things) _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  How is a person saved? _____________________________________________________ 
 
     Everything else we do is of no value without faith in what Jesus did. That is the doctrine 
of salvation.  See Romans 10:9, also.  Some churches might say you must be baptized in a  
 
 
 
certain manner and accept their particular doctrine.  Paul says: 

46 



 
     1.  I preached the Gospel. 
     2.  You received it.  
     3.  You stand on it. 
     4.  If you have left it for some other teaching, you are lost, and your original faith is for     
             nothing. 
 
     The death of Jesus is important, but the most important truth is that He rose again.  
Everybody dies.  Many great people have died for what they believed, but only Jesus rose 
again from the dead. 
 
4.  If Jesus said He would rise again but didn't, can we put our faith in Him or His Word? ___ 
 
5.  How many saw Him after His resurrection? ___________ Write who they were: 
 
     1.___________________________ 2.____________________________ 
 
     3.___________________________ 4.____________________________   
 
     5.___________________________ 6.____________________________ 
 
     Paul says to King Agrippa in Acts 26:26, "None of these things happened in secret." 
 
6.  How can we know that Jesus rose from the dead? ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Can we then put our faith, confidence, and hope in Him and His Word? _______________ 
  
8. How did Paul describe himself in 15:9? _________________________________________ 
 
9. But what had he done? 15:10 _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. How could he who was the least do the most? 15:10 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 15:12-34.     
 
OUR HOPE IN THE RESURRECTION 
 
     Paul now points out the importance of the resurrection to every believer.  
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11.  What does it mean to us if Jesus never rose from the dead?  
 
15:14 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
15:15 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
15:17 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. What is the result of Christ's resurrection? 15:20 
_________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     HALLELUJAH! Because He rose we shall rise also.  HIS RESURRECTION IS A 
GUARANTEE THAT WE TOO SHALL RISE.  He is the first fruit.  We the believers are the 
harvest.  We shall live as He did. The vine will continue to bear the same fruit, Eternal Life. 
 
13.  How did death enter into the world? 15:21,22 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  How did Adam bring death for all people in the world? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  But how was Christ different from Adam? 15:21,22 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Even as Adam was the father of the human race, so Christ is the father of the New race, 
the children of God. Adam  brought death upon all his race through his disobedience to God. 
 But Christ brought life through His obedience and resurrection.   
 
      The Bible talks about several resurrections that sometimes cause confusion to believers. 
Paul talks about two resurrections in verse 23. 
 
16. What was the first resurrection? 15:23 _________________________________________ 
 
17. What is the second resurrection? 15:23 ________________________________________ 
 
      Jesus is first  and has already risen. Then we have those who belong to Jesus when He 
returns to take His own. (I Thes. 4:13-17)  This is called the rapture because not only the 
dead will rise, but also the living believers will be taken up to be with Jesus. John, in Rev. 
20:5,6, calls this the first resurrection. We find the final resurrection is of all the dead for the 
time of judgement.  Revelation 20:12-14  
 
18. What will happen to the wicked dead at the last resurrection? ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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19. Who is the last enemy that will be destroyed? 15:26 ______________________________ 
 
     When the redeemed have been taken home to heaven and the wicked have been judged 
and punished, Jesus Christ will have conquered all His enemies and as the Victorious King 
hand over the kingdom to His Father. 
 
20. What is every Christian's hope in times of opposition, persecution, and death? _________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     We are on the winning team. The Christians of Paul's day suffered so much, and many, 
many were put to death for their faith in Jesus. The one thing that gave them the courage was 
the promise of resurrection and life in heaven with Jesus.  Even death will be destroyed.  
Why fear death? 
 
21. What should we do if we hope in the resurrection? 15:34 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In I Corinthians 15:29-32 Paul concludes that it is of no value to be baptized into death if 
there is no resurrection. Some people have interpreted this to mean that the church in Corinth 
baptized people for the salvation of dead relatives or friends. But in verses 30-32, Paul is 
talking about giving our life for Christ in persecution and death. In Corinth, as in many other 
countries today, if a person is baptized in water, they are cast out of their families, suffer 
rejection, persecution, and even death for their faith. So Paul is asking the Corinthians, what 
is the value of being baptized into death if there is no resurrection?   
 
READ I Corinthians 15:35-40.     
 
THE RESURRECTED BODY 
 
     The Corinthians wanted to know what kind of bodies they would have when they were 
resurrected. Paul compares the change in our body as a seed that changes into a plant. 
 
22. To what does Paul compare the body? _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The stalk of corn is not the same as the grain of corn. Resurrected bodies are not the same 
as our present bodies, but they will have a resemblance.  The disciples recognized Jesus in 
the resurrected body, but it was different.  He could pass through locked doors, appear and 
disappear at will.  Jesus never did that in His earthly body. 
 
23.  Our present body is made for what? 15:40 _____________________________________ 
 
24.  Our resurrected body is made for what? 15:40 __________________________________ 
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25. Write some qualities of the new body comparing it to the present body. 
 
                       EARTHLY BODY                                     HEAVENLY BODY 
 
15:40_______________________________          _____________________________ 
 
15:42_______________________________          _____________________________ 
 
15:43a______________________________           _____________________________ 
 
15:43b______________________________           _____________________________  
 
15:44_______________________________           _____________________________ 
 
     Paul compares Adam, as the  father of all mankind, with Jesus Christ, the Father of all 
who believe.  We are all like our father, Adam, but we all will be like Jesus Christ when we 
get our new bodies. 
  
26.  What kind of body can get into heaven? 15:50 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ I CORINTHIANS 15:51-55.      
 
WHEN DO WE GET OUR NEW BODY? 
 
27.  What will happen when Jesus comes back again? 15:51 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28.  How long will it take to happen? 15:52 
________________________________________ 
 
29.  What will we hear on that day? 15:52 _________________________________________ 
 
30.  What will happen with the trumpet call? 15:53 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
31.  Why do we not have to be afraid of death? 15:55-57 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
32. Because Jesus has given us the victory over death, what should we be doing? 15:58 
_____ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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33. Is what we do for God in vain? 15:58 _________ 
 
     We all live in hope of a change from corruption and death to eternal life.  This must 
change our attitude toward both our present life and our attitude toward physical death.  If we 
will be judged for the way we live having known the truth, we need to be careful how we 
walk each day. 
 
 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   What Gospel did Paul preach according to I Corinthians 15:3,4? 
2.   How do we know that Jesus rose from the dead? 
3.   Why is it so important that Jesus rose from the dead? 
4.   Explain the three resurrections and who is in each resurrection. 
5.   How should the hope of the resurrection change the way we live? 
6.   Discuss what our new body will be like.  
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 LESSON 10 
 
 PAUL'S PLANS 
 
 I Cor. 16:1 to II Cor. 1:1 - 2:17 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
   1.   Explain the reason Paul wrote these two letters to Corinth. 
   2.   Explain how the Church should consider those who have sinned and later repented of 
 that sin. 
   3.   Explain the meaning of suffering in the life of a Christian. 
  
     I and II Corinthians must be connected together because the instructions Paul gave in his 
first letter to the Corinthians were obeyed by the Corinthians. Now Paul gives them further 
instructions on what to do. So we see that the second letter is built upon the first letter.  
 
READ I Cor. chapter 16:1-4.     
 
CHRISTIAN GIVING 
 
1. When should offerings be collected? 16:2 _______________________________________ 
 
     The first day of the week is Sunday. It had become the day of worship for the Gentile 
Church. 
 
2.  How much should each believer give? 16:2 _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Should we wait until we get to church to see how much we have  left in our pocket to give?  
 
16:2 ____________  
 
     Paul teaches us two things about giving here. 1. We should give according to our ability. 
2. We should plan in advance how much we are going to give. 
 
4.  For whom was this offering to be given?16:3 ____________________________________ 
 
     The church in Jerusalem was in poverty. Many Christians had lost their jobs when they 
were saved because Jews would not hire Christians. Also, famine had come to the country of 
Israel. This offering was to be sent by a delegation from the Corinthian church as a sharing in 
their need. 
 
READ I COR. 16:5-24.      
 
 
A CHANGE OF PLANS 
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5.  What was Paul's plan? 16:5-7 ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Why was Paul not able to go to Corinth according to his plan? 16:8,9 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What did Paul counsel them to do until he got there? 16:13,14 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     This is good advice for any church body.  If we would do this, we would not have 
problems in the church. 
 
II CORINTHIANS 
 
     A little after Paul had written this letter, there was an attack upon the church in Ephesus. 
(Acts 19)  Paul was almost killed, so the Lord led him to go into Macedonia and Philippi.  
There he met Titus, who was just coming back from delivering the first letter to Corinth. 
 
     Titus gives him the news of what had happened as a result of the first letter.  All was not 
well yet.  The church was divided over who had authority over the church.  Some had 
rejected Paul's authority over them as an apostle. So Paul writes a second letter, II 
Corinthians. 
 
8.  Why did Paul leave Ephesus ? 
________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  Who brought Paul bad news from Corinth? _____________________ 
 
     The bad news was that some of the Christians in Corinth were questioning Paul's authority 
as an apostle.  It had become an attack not only upon Paul, but upon what he had taught them. 
 If he had no authority as an apostle, then his teaching had no authority. Remember there was 
no New Testament yet, so Paul's authority as an apostle was very important. Today we check 
on the authority of people's teaching in the New Testament. 
 
10. Why did Paul write II Corinthians? ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ II COR. 1:1-11.    
THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT 
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11. Who gave Paul his authority to be an apostle? 1:1 ___________ 
 
12. How does Paul explain the reason for his sufferings? 1:3-6 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Many times when we have gone through a test or trial, the story of how God helped and 
encouraged us becomes a means of encouraging others also.   
 
13. How much did Paul suffer in Asia? 1:8 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  If we haven't experienced God's deliverance and grace in suffering, how can we tell others 
how to overcome their problems? 
 
14. What had Paul learned from his suffering? 1:9 __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     When suffering and problems are too great for us, then we learn to trust in God. Great 
faith comes from deliverance from an impossible situation. Paul had been a Christian for a 
long time, was filled with the Holy Spirit, had preached the Gospel and was an apostle who 
did miracles, but he was still tested by God through suffering and problems to develop his 
faith. 
 
15. How often will God deliver us if we trust in Him? 1:10 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. How can we help others in their suffering? 1:11 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Here is what Paul learned: 
 
  * Christians suffer that they may learn to understand the sufferings of others so they can 
 help others. 
  * Suffering strengthens our faith in God only. 
  * The church learns how to support one another and work together in trials. 
      
 
 
 
17. How did Paul act toward Christians and non-Christians? 1:12 ______________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. Write three things has God done for us. 1:21,22 _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
READ II CORINTHIANS 1:23-2:11.       
 
CHURCH DISCIPLINE  
 
19. How did Paul write the Corinthians? 2:4 _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. Why do you think Paul wrote them with such sorrow? ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      Paul wrote I Corinthians with much sorrow because he had to discipline them for 
allowing sin and disorder in the church. Church discipline is never easy for the pastor or the 
church. But without discipline the church cannot grow. When sin and disorder affects the 
whole church, discipline cannot be done in secret, but the church that had been wronged by 
sin was to participate in the disciplining. And just as discipline was public, so should the 
forgiveness be public. 
 
     We see that Paul had to discipline the church. But he did it in an attitude of sorrow and 
love, with many tears. He was not the great judge but a compassionate father who had to 
discipline his children for their own good. 
 
21. What should be our attitude when we are forced to discipline? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Notice Paul's willingness to share his own feelings.  He was able to share with the church 
how he had been hurt by their sin, and how God had helped him and comforted him. This 
tells us that correction is painful to the apostle as well as to the person disciplined. 
 
     Often a pastor or leader feels that he must show he is strong so that people will respect 
him. But love is more important than respect. And if people love us, then they will respect us. 
 
22.  Does God expect the church to discipline its members? ________________ 
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     Remember in I Corinthians 5:1-5 Paul commands them to put out of the church the man 
who was living in fornication. The Corinthians followed Paul's advice and put the man out of 
the church. Now in II Corinthians 2:6-12 we see that the man has repented and Paul is 
instructing the church to forgive him and bring him back into the church. 
 
23.  When the person repents of his sin, what must the church do? 2:7 __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We are not to judge people as God does, but to discipline them so that they will repent of 
their sin.  When they have repented and left that sin then the church must forgive and restore 
the person to fellowship.  It is a time to encourage and show God's love. 2:8  
 
24.  Why must we forgive and restore a person who has repented of his sin? 2:11 _________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We must not destroy the man for whom Christ died.  We want to bring repentance, 
healing, and love. 
 
25. What was Paul's purpose in writing the first letter? 2:9 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   What was happening in Ephesus when Paul was writing this letter? 
2.   Can God use circumstances to change a Christians plans?  Why did Paul Decide to stay in 
 Ephesus? 
3.   How are 1 and 2 Corinthians related to each other? 
4.   What did Paul teach in 1 Corinthians 16 about giving? 
5.   Why does God allow Christians to suffer? 
6.   Who should discipline sin in the church? 
7.   What attitude should we have when we discipline sin in the church? 
8.   How should we discipline sin in the church according to the Bible? 
9.   What should we do if the person we have disciplined repents and leaves his sin? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LESSON 11 
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PRINCIPLES OF MINISTRY 
 

II Cor. 2:14 to 4:18 
 
OBJECTIVES:   When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Describe what ministry is. 
     2.  Give an explanation of ministry.  
     3.  Describe the attitude of a minister. 
     4.  Give the message of a minister. 
     5.  Tell what motivates a minister.  
 
READ II COR. 2:14-17.       
 
THE VICTORY IN MINISTRY 
 

Paul tells the stories of his suffering and problems for Christ's sake, but he finishes by 
proclaiming the victory in Jesus. 
 
1. What does Paul compare our victory in Christ to? 2:14-16 __________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 

He speaks of an "odor" in victory.  He is speaking of the incense the priests burned with 
the sacrificial offerings.  He wants to say that our suffering can serve to bring glory and 
pleasure to God even as the incense on the altar. When others smell the incense they know an 
offering has been made.  When we suffer with patience and grace, others will see it as a 
sacrifice being offered to God.  They will rejoice with us.  Sinners think it stinks because 
they do not understand our love for God.       
 

Remember the perfume that Mary poured on Jesus' feet? Did the people understand her 
sacrificial love?  John 12:1-8 
 
2.  How can we become a sweet smelling offering to God? ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Our lives and our ministry should be a sweet odor to other Christians and to God. Our 
humility,love, and gentleness are a sweet odor. Our faith, hope and victory in the midst of 
suffering are a sweet odor. God is more interested in our attitude in ministry than by what we 
say. 
 
     Some of the members in the church at Corinth had begun to criticize Paul and his ministry 
for various reasons.  Some did it out of jealousy.  Others felt that other prophets and apostles 
were more gifted.  Some felt that because they were converted under the ministry of an 
apostle that came after Paul,  "their apostle" or minister was greater than Paul.   
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     We saw in the first book of Corinthians that the church was divided over whom they had 
been converted under. Evidently the people didn't understand what an apostle was or what his 
ministry or qualifications were.   
 
READ II COR. 3:1-5.        
 
THE AUTHORITY OF MINISTRY 
 
3. How does someone become an apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor or teacher? Ephesians 
 
4:7,8,11 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Some prophets, preachers, evangelists and apostles had come to Corinth with their letters 
of recommendation from other churches. Paul said that the church in Corinth which he 
established was his letter of recommendation that he was an apostle. 
 
4.  Why didn't Paul need letters of recommendation? 3:1-3 
____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Who wrote Paul's letter of recommendation? 3:3 _________________________ 
 
6.  Where were his letters of recommendation written? 3:3 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  What then is the best way to judge a person's ministry? ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Most people never read the Bible, but Paul says that it is the believer who is read every 
day everywhere.  Your life is the Gospel that is read by everyone. And the recommendation 
of your ministry is what the Spirit has done in the lives of those to whom you have 
ministered. 
 
READ I Cor. 3:6-18.          
 
THE GLORY OF MINISTRY 
 
8. To  whom did Paul give credit and glory for the ministry he had done in their church?  
 
3:4-6  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul is defending his ministry as an apostle and his right to correct the church in Corinth. 
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He is not claiming anything for himself, but it is God ministering through him by the power 
of the Spirit. 
 
     He begins to talk about his apostolic ministry in verses 1- 6, but now in verse 6 he says he 
is serving under a new covenant or contract with God.  He wants to demonstrate that the 
apostolic ministry is not a continuation of the priestly ministry.  He will compare the two. 
 
9.   What was the old covenant? 3:6 ______________________________________________ 
 
10.  What does the law give? ___________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Where was that law written? 3:7 _____________________________________________ 
 
     The first covenant was written on stones that God gave to Moses. The Law had a glory of 
its own because it came from God.  After Moses had received it, his face shone so brilliantly 
that he  
had to cover his face with a veil, BUT that glory faded away later. 
 
12.  What is more powerful than the law? 3:8-11 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13.  What problem do men have when they read the law of God? 3:14,15 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. When will the veil over the eyes of men be taken away? 3:16 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     There are many who read the Bible yet today without understanding what God wants 
because of the sin in their hearts.  They are spiritually blind.  But, when they accept Christ 
their spiritual eyes are opened.  Their hearts will understand. 
 
15.  What does the Holy Spirit do when we accept Jesus as our Savior? 3:17,18 (2 things)  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The law cannot change us but condemns us to death. But the Holy Spirit by the Word of 
God changes us to become more and more like Jesus. If we fix our eyes on Jesus in His Word 
and have communion with Him through prayer, we will become like Him. It is like a child 
who watches his father or mother and becomes more and more like him/her.  He will think, 
act, and talk more and more like them.   
 
17.  What can we DO to be more like Jesus? _______________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 READ II COR. 4:1-6.           
 
HONESTY IN MINISTRY 
 
19. What ministry is Paul talking about in 4:1? _____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. Because God has chosen us for this ministry, what must we do?  4:1,2 (6 things) _______ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. Why is the Gospel hidden to the world? 4:3,4 ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Satan has blinded the eyes and minds of the ungodly so that they prefer a lie to the truth.  
Rom. 1:21,22 
 
22. What must we preach so that people will receive the Gospel? 4:5 (2 things) ___________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. What will God do when we preach in this way? 4:6 ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     As we preach by the power of the Holy Spirit, God will command the light of the 
knowledge of Christ to shine into the darkness of the minds and hearts of men. 
 
READ II COR. 4:7-15.          
 
SUFFERING IN MINISTRY 
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     Paul had written of the glory of the Gospel that he had preached in the power of the Holy 
Spirit in  II Cor. 3:6 to 4:5. Now Paul returns to the defense of his apostolic ministry.  
 
24. Where has God placed His glory? 4:7 _________________________________________ 
 
25. Why has God put His glory in earthen vessels? 4:7 _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     We humans have been created from the clay or dust.  God has chosen to place His 
glorious presence in that clay container.       Do you know of someone who is weak or 
uneducated whom God has used in a wonderful way? 
 
     In verses 8-12 Paul tells how much his clay pot or his body had suffered, and even broken. 
  
 
26. Why does God allow us ministers to have so many troubles, persecutions and sufferings?  
 
4:8:-11 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Only when the container is broken are the contents seen by others. 
 
ARE YOU WILLING TO BE BROKEN THAT GOD MIGHT BE GLORIFIED AND SO 
THAT THE WORLD CAN SEE JESUS IN YOU AND BE SAVED? 
 
27. Should we be defeated by problems, persecution and suffering? ______________ 
 
28. How can we have victory in the midst of all these things? 4:13 (2 things) _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29.  What is our hope even if we face death for the Gospel? 4:14 _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30. What is the result if we do not faint or give up when we suffer? 
 

4:15 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4:16 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4:17 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
31. What should be our attitude when we are suffering? 4:18 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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     This was Paul's attitude when he suffered because of the ministry that God had called him 
to.  What is happening is only temporary.  The Holy Spirit strengthens us for the need. The 
eternal reward far exceeds the temporary trouble.  Earthly things cannot compare with 
spiritual things in value.   
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   What is ministry? 
2.   What are the qualifications of a minister? 
3.   Why are you in the ministry? 
4.   What is the proof of your ministry? 
5.   Why must a minister be broken? 
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LESSON 12 
 

OUR ETERNAL HOPE 
 

II Cor. 5:1 to 6:13 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain Paul's teaching on physical death. 
     2.  Explain why Paul loved to minister the Gospel. 
     3.  Explain why Paul was willing to suffer for the Gospel. 
 
READ II Cor. 5:1-10.            
 
HEAVENLY HOPE 
 
     In chapter 4 Paul had told them that in every trial and test he had hope because this life is 
temporal. We are all going to die, and everything is this life is going to finish. In 4:18 he 
encouraged the Christians not to look at things that are seen but to look at things that are not 
seen which are eternal. So we need to be willing to suffer in this life in order to have a life 
eternal with Christ. In chapter 5 Paul explains this hope we have of eternal life. 
 
1.  With what does Paul compare our physical bodies? 5:1 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
2.  What kind of a house (body) did Paul expect to have? 5:1 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
3.  Who built this other house that Paul expected to live in after his body was gone?  _______ 
 
4.  Where does a believer go when his body dies? 5:1 ________________________________ 
 
     We can work on building a temporary house here on earth or work on building a 
permanent house in heaven that will last for eternity. That permanent house is built by the 
Spirit of God who dwells in us.  
 
5. Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to work in you to build that permanent house that will  
 
last for ever? ________ 
 
     Some people believe that our body goes back to dust and that is the end of everything. 
Others believe that our body lies in the grave until Judgement Day, while our spirit wanders 
over the earth. Some teach that our spirit returns as an animal or bug. The Roman Catholic 
Church teaches that the soul goes into Purgatory, there to be purged of sin before entering 
into Paradise. 
WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE WILL HAPPEN WHEN WE DIE? 
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6.  What did Paul long for? 5:2 
__________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Why did he want to leave his body to enter into heaven? 5:2-4 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Who will we be with when we leave this body? 5:6-8 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  How can we know that what Paul believed is true? 5:5 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What two things must we do to receive our heavenly body? 5:7,9 ___________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. What will one day happen to us all? 5:10 
_______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul has told us already in I Corinthians that the righteous will be resurrected to life 
eternal with Jesus.  The judgement spoken of here is for both believers and unbelievers. 
Unbelievers will be judged for rejecting Christ and condemned to the lake of fire for their 
sins. The believers will be judged and receive their rewards for what they have done.   
 
READ II COR. 5:10-6:1.         
 
THE REASON FOR MINISTRY 
 
12. What are some reasons Paul worked so hard for God? 
 
    5:10 _____________________________________________________________________ 
    
    5:11 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
    5:13 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
    5:14 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
    5:15 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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The most important reason for serving God is in verses 14,15. Because God loved us and 
sacrificed His Son for our salvation, we have a debt to God to serve Him and do His will. 
And secondly, because of the love of Christ in us, we give our lives to serve Him.  
 
MEMORIZE 2 CORINTHIANS 5:14,15 & 17. 
 
13. Why can't a Christian continue to walk after the flesh? 5:17 ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONVERSION means a total change of heart, mind, and soul.  This would then bring about 
a change of lifestyle, walk, talk, attitude, and goals in our lives. 
 
     Paul in these scriptures reveals his philosophy of life.  We, too, who are believers take a 
new look at sinners knowing what will happen in their lives if they let Christ take control. 
This new way of looking at life motivates us to work hard for God and to preach the Gospel 
everywhere. 
 
14.In verse 16, what does Paul mean when he tells us not to know anyone after the flesh? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Oftentimes we judge people by what we see. We see them as small or big, smart or stupid, 
like us or unlike us, rich or poor, black or white. 
 
15. How does God see us? _____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     God is not concerned with our outward appearance, but He is concerned about our heart. 
God is not concerned about what is temporary, but He is concerned about the eternal souls of 
people. Like God, we need to be more concerned about the spirit of people, rather than their 
body and what they possess. 
  
16. Because of this, what was Paul's ministry? 5:18 _________________________________ 
 
 
    RECONCILIATION means making something wrong to be right. Our ministry should be 
making people right with God.  
 
17.  If a person is reconciled to God and made a new person, will his former sins ever be  
 
brought up against him again? 5:19 ___________   
 
     That is why Paul was always excited about proclaiming the Good News of reconciliation.  
Paul says God has given us the job of preaching the word of reconciliation. (5:19) Not just to 
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preach against sin but to show people that God wants to forgive them of their sins and make 
them right with Him through Jesus Christ. That is the message of reconciliation that God has 
given to us. 
 
18.  What are we all to be? 5:20 _________________________________________________ 
 
19.  For whom do we speak? _____________ 
 
     When the U.S. ambassador to Russia speaks, he is speaking for the president and all the 
people of the U.S.  We can speak for the Almighty God. 
 
20. How are we made righteous? 5:21 ____________________________________________ 
 
21. Because of all Christ had done for us, what does Paul ask the Corinthians to do? 6:1 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ II COR. 6:1-13.         
 
SUFFERING FOR THE GOSPEL 
 
22. In these verses Paul shows us the attitudes we need to have when we are suffering for the 
Gospel. On the left side write Paul's suffering. On the right side write his attitude during this 
suffering. 
 
        PAUL'S SUFFERING                       PAUL'S ATTITUDE 
 
vs.4,5_______________________________ vs.6,7_______________________________ 
 
___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
vs.8________________________________  vs.8________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
vs.9_______________________________ vs.9________________________________ 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
vs.10______________________________ vs.10_______________________________ 
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__________________________________    ____________________________________ 
 
__________________________________    ____________________________________ 
 
 23. Why do you think Paul was able to have such a good attitude in the midst of all this  
 
suffering and persecution? _____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul now explains why he had spoken so openly to them. There is a risk we take when we 
are open and honest with people about what we think and feel. The wicked see love and 
honesty as weaknesses and despise the person that confesses his weaknesses and faults. But 
Paul is taking the risk of opening his heart and being honest with them because he wants 
them to understand his ministry. Then they will be willing to submit to him in love.  
 
24.  How did Paul speak to the Corinthians? 6:11-13 ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25.  What should be a minister's attitude toward the people to whom he is ministering?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ARE YOU A TRUE MINISTER FOR CHRIST?  WHEN YOU COVET THE GIFTS, BE 
SURE YOU ARE READY TO USE THEM IN A WAY THAT IS WORTHY OF CHRIST. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   What hope do we have that gives us courage in suffering and persecution? 
2.   What two things must we do to receive our heavenly body? 
3.   What reasons does Paul give for doing the work of the ministry? 
4.   What is the work of the ministry according to 2 Corinthians 5:19,20? 
5.   What things did Paul suffer for the Gospel? 
6.   What should be the attitude of a minister to persecution and suffering? 
7.   Why did Paul open his heart and share all of these things with the Corinthians? 
8.   Be ready to recite 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 OR 5:17 by heart. 
 
 
 
     
 
 LESSON 13 
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 SANCTIFICATION AND SEPARATION 
 
 II Corinthians 6:13 to 9:15 
 
OBJECTIVES: When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Write several reasons why we must separate ourselves from the world system. 
     2.  Explain what the Bible teaches about sanctification. 
     3.  Explain how we are to sanctify our money as well as our hearts, minds, and bodies. 
 
     Remember that Paul had written to the Corinthians telling them to discipline the person 
who had caused the church problems by committing adultery.  He had seen that the sins and 
customs of the world had crept into the church. Paul teaches in these chapters that the church 
must keep holy and separate from the world. 
 
READ II CORINTHIANS 6:14-7:1.    
 
SANCTIFICATION AND SEPARATION 
 
1.  What is the first thing Paul teaches? 6:14 _______________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
What does that mean? ________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What reasons does Paul give in these verses for separating from the world? 
 

in vs. 14 ________________________________________________________________ 
 

in vs. 15 ________________________________________________________________ 
 

in vs. 16 ________________________________________________________________  
 
     A true Christian is completely different from the world. He cannot mix with the world, 
just as you cannot mix oil and water, light and darkness, heat and cold. We are children of the 
light, so we cannot mix with the world which is in darkness. 
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Here are some differences between us and the world. 
 
CHRISTIANS    THE WORLD 
 
good     evil 
light                                 dark 
Christ                                Satan 
believers                             unbelievers 
temple of God                         idols 
faith                                 unbelief 
 
3.What are we? 6:16 _________________________________________________________ 
 
     Just as God dwelt in the temple at Jerusalem, the Spirit of God now dwells is our bodies 
and hearts.  We cannot allow anything that is unholy to enter into God's house. 
 
4. What does God command us to do? 6:17 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What did Jesus say in Matt. 6:24? _____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What happened when we were saved? Colossians 1:13 ____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What will happen if we separate ourselves from the old life and old friends, and give 
ourselves wholly to God? II Cor. 6 
 

in verse 16 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
in verse 17 ______________________________________________________________ 

 
in verse 18 ______________________________________________________________ 

 
8.  Now, because of these promises what are we to do? 7:1 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
     You can't be in the dirt without getting dirty.  God's righteousness is given to us with 
salvation, but we are to complete the work of holiness by putting all those things away that 
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would make our hearts and minds dirty.  
 
9. Write some things you now see that you need to separate yourself from. _______________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ II CORINTHIANS 7:2-16.     
 
THEIR OBEDIENCE BRINGS PAUL JOY 
 
     In verses 2-8 Paul writes the Corinthians that it made him sorrowful to write his first letter 
about church discipline. But now he is glad because they obeyed him and disciplined the man 
who was walking in sin. 
 
10.  Why was Paul happy with them? 7:9 _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Why did Paul, in the Spirit, cause them to have sorrow? 7:10 ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Godly sorrow is good. It doesn't create despair but causes us to repent and change our 
action and attitude. When you are sorry for what you have done, then you will not do it any 
more.  
 
 
12.  Why would God allow Satan to give us suffering and sorrow? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In verse 15 we see why Paul was so happy.  They had shown their love for him in 
obedience.  But even more, he was happy because the discipline had brought about the 
sinning person's repentance and restoration.  
 
     Titus returned to Paul filled with happiness, not only for their obedience, but because the 
church had shown so much love for Paul.   
 
13. What does Hebrews 12:5-8 say  about  why  God  punishes His own people? __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
READ II COR. 8:16-9:5.     
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PAUL'S PLANS CONTINUED (from chapter 1) 
 
     Before we go into the subject of offerings, we will look at Paul's plan. Titus has been a 
faithful messenger, so Paul planned  on sending him back to Corinth to prepare for his visit. 
 
14. What did Paul say about Titus? ______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  What does Paul tell us about the men he sent  along with Titus? 8:18,19,22 ___________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. Why was Paul so concerned about the men he chose for his messengers and co-workers? 
 
8:20,21 ____________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 

God's servants must be careful when they are handling God's money.  Every precaution 
must be taken that the Gospel and God's servants not be suspected of evil. 
 
17. How did Paul consider Titus? 8:23 ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. Do you have brethren in the ministry whom you can consider in this way and trust them  
 
to be honest with any money that is entrusted to them? ________________ 
 
19. As you read 9:1-5, what is the purpose of these men going ahead of Paul to Corinth? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Palestine was in the midst of a drought and famine.  Besides that, the church was under 
heavy persecution.  Many of the members had lost their jobs and homes because they had 
abandoned their  Jewish religion to follow Christ.  Paul teaches a new lesson to the members 
of the body of Christ about sharing their abundance with other members who were in need.  
He had already talked to the churches about it, and Corinth had promised an offering the year 
before.  Some of the other churches of Asia and Macedonia had already prepared and given 
their part.  These men were going to carry it to Jerusalem.   
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READ II COR. 8:1-14 AND 9:6-15.        
 
GIVING GENEROUSLY  
 
THE MACEDONIAN CHURCHES--Corinth was in the South of Greece while Macedonia 
was up north.  Philippi and Thessalonica were in Macedonia. The Philippian church 
especially responded to Paul's appeal to give a special offering for the poor in Jerusalem.   
 
20. In what condition were the churches in Macedonia? 8:1,2 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. How did they respond to Paul's plea for an offering? 8:2,3 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  What had they already done that made them ready to give so generously? 8:5 (2 things)  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     That is really what God wants.  Once you have given yourself to God, it is easy to give 
your money.  Most people have a hard time giving of their money because they have never 
surrendered themselves totally to God.  
 
23. What did Paul say to encourage the Corinthians to give? 8:7- 11 ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul praised them for all that they had already done. To encourage people to give we must  

 
FIRST, praise them for what they have done, not condemn them for what they have not 

done. 
 

SECONDLY, we see in verses 8,9, Paul challenges them to give by the example of how 
Jesus gave Himself for us. 
 

THIRDLY, in verses 10,11, Paul reminds them of their promise to give that they had 
made a year earlier. 
 
24.  How will our offering be judged? 8:12 ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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25.  What will be the results of abundant giving to God or His people? 
 

in 9:6 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

in 9:8 ___________________________________________________________________ 
  

in 9:10 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

in 9:11 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
     If we give as much as we are able, He will reward us abundantly.  We cannot out give 
God.   
 
26. What example does Paul use to illustrate the principle of giving? 9:6 ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Giving is a blessing to God, to the church, to other people, and a blessing to you. So, 
giving blesses many people.  
 
27. Who is blessed by giving in 9:12? ____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
28. What is the result of giving in 9:13? 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
and in 9:14? ________________________________________________________________ 
 
      Everybody gets blessed when we show our love in giving.  
 
29. Do you believe that God is interested in your money? __________ 
 
     God wants to bless you and prosper you financially so that you can be a blessing to others 
and help to build up His kingdom. But if you are selfish with what God has given you, then 
God will not be able to bless you. 
 
     Remember, all you have is from God and belongs to God. We are just stewards of what 
He has given to us. If we are faithful with what God has given to us, then God will bless us 
with more to use for His service. God has clearly explained in His Word how we should use 
our money. As faithful stewards we need to obey our Master's instructions. 
 
 
 
30. What have you learned about giving from God's Word? ___________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION  
 
1.   What does the Bible mean when it commands us to separate ourselves from the world? 
2.   Why is it necessary for us to separate ourselves from the world? 
3.   What is the difference between separation and sancitfication? 
4.   What is the difference between Godly sorrow and human sorrow? 
5.   What did Paul teach about giving? 
6.   What kind of people did Paul choose to take the offering to Jerusalem? 
7.   How can we encourage people to give? 
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LESSON 14 
 

PAUL EXPLAINS HIS APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY 
 

II Corinthians chapter 10 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell why Paul felt he had to explain his authority. 
     2.  Give three things we must do to have spiritual authority. 
     3.  Explain how we should judge our ministry and the ministry of others. 
 
     Paul in II Corinthians chapters 11 and 12 defends his ministry as an apostle of Jesus Christ 
to the Gentiles. He is not defending himself but his authority in the churches that he had 
founded. It was important for him to clearly establish that his authority was from God 
because many false prophets were coming into the churches to deceive Christians and turn 
them away from their faith in Christ.       
 
1. Why was it so important for Paul to defend his ministry? ___________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
2. With what attitude did Paul come to the Corinthians? 10:1 __________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Meekness is often mistaken for fear.  The world often honors and obeys the arrogant.  
That is a worldly standard.  Paul said he would rather come to them in meekness and 
gentleness than to come in boldness.   
 
     After the revival, new Christians with a little knowledge and lots of arrogance began to 
reject the very leaders who introduced them to Christ. They had become proud of their gifts 
and positions and had forgotten about the meekness and gentleness of Christ. 
 
3. How did they judge Paul's ministry? 10:2b ______________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
4.  What is Paul's response to them? 10:3 _________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  How do you judge people's ministry? __________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Paul came to them in meekness and gentleness because he knew that his battle was not 
with people. His weapons were not worldly authority and power that bound people in fear.  
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     The world uses great words, laws, curses, speaking evil of one another, and lies to gain 
power over others. The Christian minister must not use these things. As Christians we come 
in love, humility, and gentleness, depending on the power of the Holy Spirit to defeat the 
enemy and bring people to Christ. 10:4 
 
6. What is the first thing we must do to have spiritual authority over Satan? 10:4 __________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
7. What are some strongholds we need to tear down in our lives? ______________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     A stronghold is something that Satan uses in your life to discourage you, defeat you, and 
cause you to fall into sin. It is something that hinders you from having total victory in your 
life. In the book of Joshua, God commanded the children of Israel to completely destroy the 
people of Canaan. But the children of Israel did not obey God and made peace with some of 
the people and forced others to be their slaves. Later in the book of Judges, these people rose 
up and defeated the children of Israel. When we compromise and disobey God's Word in 
small things, these same things may defeat us later on in our lives. 
  
8. What is the second thing we must do to have spiritual authority over Satan? 10:5 (2 things) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
9. What are some things that we must cast down that are against the knowledge of God? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Some of these things may be family traditions or church traditions. Maybe it is fear, 
rebellion, or pride. Maybe it is some other teaching we have received that is not in the Bible, 
or a dream or vision we have had that does not agree with the Bible. All of these things must 
be cast down if we are going to have spiritual authority over Satan. 
 
10. What does Paul mean to bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      The devil first attacks our thoughts. If we can cast out evil thoughts and bring every 
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thought into the obedience of Christ, then Satan will not be able to work in us. 
 
11. What is the last thing Paul said we must do to have authority over the enemy? 10:6 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     So we see that victory and power do not come from being able to control other people. But 
we receive victory and power through Jesus Christ as we learn how to bring ourselves totally 
under His control.  
 
12. Why does God give ministers authority in the church? 10:8 ________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
13. What did Paul say was not wise to do? 10:12 ___________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
14. With what must we all measure ourselves and others? 10:13 _______________________ 
  
__________________________________________________________________________  
 
     The Corinthians were the proof of Paul's ministry. He didn't compare his ministry to 
others, but their faith was a result of his ministry.  
 
15. What should we boast about? 10:17 ___________________________________________ 
  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
     Never tell what "I" did but what "HE" did.  No matter how we judge ourselves or our 
ministry, it is still God who is the judge. Pride of what we have done for God may be one of 
the worst sins we could commit in our life. Be meek and gentle, so that God's power may be 
seen in you, and then everyone will give glory to God for what is done.  
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.   Why was it necessary for Paul to defend his authority as an apostle? 
2.   What is spiritual authority?  How should it be used? 
3.   What three things must we do to have spiritual authority? 
4.   How should we judge our ministry and the ministry of others? 
 
 
     
 
 LESSON 15 
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 FALSE APOSTLES 
 
 II CORINTHIANS 11 to 12:10 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Explain why Paul was so unhappy about the problems caused by others coming into 
the           church at Corinth to teach. 
     2.  Explain what our attitude should be to those who teach that which is contrary to the      
          Bible. 
 
READ II COR. 11:1-15.       
 
A JEALOUS FATHER 
 
1.  Why was Paul jealous? 11:2 _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
      
     Paul uses an example from their marriage customs.  He presents himself as the father of 
the bride to be.  Many times a father would promise his daughter to a man long before she 
was of marriageable age.  He then would watch out to keep his daughter pure, a virgin for the 
future bridegroom.  The church is the bride, Jesus the bridegroom. Paul wanted to keep the 
Corinthian church, which he birthed, pure for the bridegroom, Jesus Christ.  
 
2. Paul said he was jealous with a "godly jealousy." What is the difference between godly  
 
jealousy/and human jealousy? __________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
       
3. What did Paul fear? 11:3 ____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How were false teachers deceiving the Christians? 11:4 (3 things) ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Satan deceives Christians by giving them something that seems to agree with the Bible but 
has been changed. Here we see people preaching another Jesus, another spirit, and another 
gospel. They use the same names but the meaning is different. 
 
5.  What does he call these men? 11:13 ___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. How does Satan and his ministers appear before people to deceive them? 11:14,15 ______ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  How can we recognize these ministers of Satan? 11:15b ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Every false doctrine teaches: 
 
       A.  Another Jesus(different from the one we have in the Bible),  
       B.  A different spirit (than that of love and grace),  
       C.  A different gospel (another way of salvation than by grace through faith in the  
        redemptive work of Jesus on Calvary). 
 
BE CAREFUL OF NEW MESSAGES FROM GOD, NEW SPIRITS, AND NEW WAYS OF 
SALVATION. 
 
     These false teachers had asked for pay for their ministry, and later they even forced people 
to pay for their services. The people felt if they paid for their ministry, it would be better than 
what Paul did for free.  
 
8. Did this church support Paul financially, or did he ask for offerings? 11:7-12 __________ 
 
9. How did Paul support himself when he was ministering in Corinth? 11:8,9 _____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     He didn't want any heathen to be able to say that he ministered for the money. So 
whenever he ministered in a new place, the churches that he had already founded helped him 
financially. We also know that he often worked making tents to meet his needs. 
 
READ II COR. 11:16-33.           
 
PAUL'S BOASTING 
 
10. Why do you think Paul boasted about himself and his ministry? ____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. How does he feel about himself when he is forced to boast? _______________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. How had the false apostles treated the people in the church at Corinth?11:20 __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     When you see a minister who is arrogant, rules over people like a dictator and demands 
money, you know that he is a false minister and is not a Christian.  A true minister of God is 
like Jesus. 
 
13. What does Paul state as his claim to be a true apostle?11:22  
 
     His race.______________________ 
 
     His nationality. _______________________ 
 
     His ancestry._________________________ 
 
     He feels foolish to boast about these things, but this is what the other apostles were 
boasting about. So, he was showing these foolish Corinthians that he had the same 
qualifications as these other apostles. 
 
     However, Paul feels that his suffering for the work of Jesus is the greatest proof that he is 
a true apostle of Jesus Christ. Most false ministers run away when persecution and problems 
come. But Paul rejoiced that he was able to suffer for Christ. 
 
14. Write what Paul had suffered for the ministry of the Gospel. 11:23-27 (start with verse 
24) 
 
     1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     4. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     5. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     6. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     7. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     8. ______________________________________________________________________ 
     9. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     10. _____________________________________________________________________ 
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     11. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     12. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     13. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     14. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     15. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     16. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     17. _____________________________________________________________________  
 
     18. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     19. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     20. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul suffered all these things willingly for the Gospel. 
 
WHAT HAS YOUR FAITHFULNESS TO THE GOSPEL COST YOU? 
 
WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO SUFFER FOR CHRIST'S SAKE? 
 
     The early Christians didn't feel that they were really worthy to call themselves Christians 
if they hadn't suffered.  The highest honor was to die for the name of Jesus. 
 
15.  Are you qualified to be a minister of the Gospel? ___________ 
 
     Jesus said that "if you want to be My disciple, then take up your cross," (instrument of 
humiliation, suffering and death) "and follow Me." 
 
16.  What else had Paul done for Christ besides suffer? 11:28 _________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17.  What did Paul say he would glory in? 11:30 
____________________________________ 
 
18.  What does he boast about in 12:1-6? 
__________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     These false apostles taught from visions and revelations rather than from God's Word.  
Some people boast about what has happened to them rather than what they have done.  Paul 
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shares with the Corinthians a vision he had. But he ends up by reminding them in verse 5 that 
he does not glory in visions and revelations, but in his infirmities or the things he has suffered 
for the Gospel. God gives visions and dreams to encourage us. We should not boast in these 
things or use them for teaching doctrine. We need to boast in the Lord and teach from His 
Word. 
 
19. What did God allow in Paul's life so that he could not boast about all the revelations God  
 
had given to him? 12:7 ________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     No one knows what Paul's "thorn in the flesh" was, but it left him weak, so that he could 
not depend on his own strength or ability.   
 
20. Why didn't God answer Paul's prayer for deliverance from the "thorn"? 12:8,9 _________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. Why did Paul glory in his infirmities? 12:9b ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.  What had Paul learned from this experience? 12:10 _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Have you been sick and you weren't healed?  Have people mistreated you, spoken evil of 
you, and persecuted you for the Gospel's sake?  Have you ever suffered hunger or had a great 
need that God did not seem to meet?   Were you tempted to give up and go back in your 
faith?  God says, "My grace is sufficient for you."  God does not always give us everything 
we want. He doesn't always deliver us from suffering. But as we keep our faith in Him, He 
will glorify Himself through us. 
 
CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
1.  How can we recognize a false minister? 
2.  How can we recognize a true minister of the Gospel? 
3.  What should our attitude be to those who teach false doctrine? 
4.  Why do great men of God often suffer and have weaknesses? 

LESSON 16 
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 INSTRUCTIONS AND SALUTATIONS 
 
 II Corinthians 12:11 to 13:14 
 
OBJECTIVES:  When you complete this lesson, you will be able to: 
 
     1.  Tell why Paul wrote this letter. 
     2.  Explain Paul's attitude toward the Corinthian church.  
     3.  Write some warnings and instructions  for the Corinthian church that are also for us 
     today. 
 
READ II COR. 12:11-21.      
 
WHY PAUL WROTE THIS LETTER 
 
1. Why did Paul write this letter to the Corinthians? _________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What did Paul say about himself and his ministry? 12:11 ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Paul had a confidence in his calling as an apostle, yet he knew he was nothing without 
Jesus Christ. He said that he was not any less then the greatest apostle, but even in that great 
position he was nothing. We can never boast in our greatness, because all that we have done 
for God is made possible through Jesus Christ. 
 
3. What signs of an apostle did Paul give in verse 12? _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What wrong had he done to the Corinthian church? 12:13 __________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Why was it wrong not to take money from them to support himself? __________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     When we as ministers do everything for the church, then they do not learn the 
responsibility of taking care of themselves. The work of God should be a team effort with the 
minister and the church working together to build God's kingdom. In this way the church will 
not be spoiled but grow strong. 
 
6.  What showed Paul's love for them? 12:15 ______________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As we give ourselves to the people of our church, they will be glad to give themselves to 
help us in the work of God. 
 
7. Did Paul or Titus take anything from them? 12:17,18 _______________ 
 
8. What was the goal of what Paul and Titus did? 12:19b _____________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Not only had he not taken offerings, but he had sent messengers and ministers at his own 
expense. 
 
     He speaks about three visits in 12:14 and 13:1.  He had  been to Corinth on his first and 
second missionary trips.   He was planning on going again but didn't make it because he was 
arrested in Jerusalem and imprisoned. His two letters replaced the visit he wanted to make. 
 
9. What was Paul afraid he might find when he went to Corinth? 12:20,21 _______________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Even though they had disciplined the man who was in adultery, there were still a lot of sin 
and problems in the church. 
 
10. Was Paul afraid to discipline those who were in sin or caused problems in the church? __ 
 
11. How did Jesus conquer Satan? 13:4 ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The world thought Jesus was weak, because He did not come down off of the cross. But it 
was in weakness that Jesus defeated Satan on the cross. What the world thought was defeat, 
God turned into victory. For the world judges by what they see, but victory is gained by what 
is not seen. While Jesus hung on the cross and lay in the tomb, His Spirit was conquering 
Satan and his forces in hell. What may often seem as weakness or a defeat in the natural, may 
be a victory in the spiritual. Our battle is not with flesh and blood but with spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 
 
 
 
 
12.  Why is it not important for a minister to look big or powerful? _____________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     The little woman in her prayer room may be far greater and more powerful than the great 
minister who is doing so many great things.  
 
READ II COR. 13:5-14.           
 
FINAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
     Paul repeats much of what he has said before but adds some final instructions. 
 
13.What are the first instructions to these arrogant Christians? 13:5 (2 things) ____________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14.  What are other instructions? 13:11 (4 things) ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15.  Why was Paul writing all this? 13:10b ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. Where did Paul get the authority to write the Corinthians in this way? 13:10 __________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVIEW OF THE BOOK 
 
Go back over the lesson titles in this course and try to remember what you have learned.  
Write several things that have spoken to your heart and that you don=t want to forget. 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now write what you will change in your own life and ministry as a result of what you have 
learned in each answer above.  
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 
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