
  



 

 

Introduction 

James is a book that has a bit of a reputation. Martin Luther, the 
great reformer, referred to it as the “epistle of straw”. While he 
stopped short of wanting it removed from the Bible, he did feel that 
it was a less useful book. One of Luther’s concerns was that James 
only makes 2 references to Jesus (1:1 & 2:1). But his main concern 
was the idea of “faith without works is dead”. Luther felt that this 
undermined the idea of salvation by grace through faith … “not by 
works, so that no one can boast” (Eph 2:9).  

But most people love the book of James because it is immensely 
practical. James uses down-to-earth images and repeatedly sets 
before us practical examples of what the Christian life will look like 
when it is lived out faithfully. You can’t read James without being 
challenged about your own life. We are challenged about how we use 
our tongue, how we use our money, and the list could go on. 

James has written a letter that challenges us to be faithful followers 
of Jesus. It may not have the theological depth of Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, but it points us clearly to what a Christ-like life will look like. 



Study 1 – James 1:1-27 

Read James 1:1-18 

1. As a Christian, what would you say have been the biggest challenges 
you have faced in living out your faith? Have you faced hardship just 
because of your faith as a Christian? 

2. James’ letter begins by talking about facing trials/hardship. What are 
the positives that James suggests trials can bring? 

3. How is maturity developed in us by enduring trials (vs 3-4)? Do you 
think that has been the case in your Christian life? 

4. James will have more to say about the rich later in his letter, but what 
advice does he have for the rich & poor in vs 9-11? 

5. Using the word “tempt” (vs 13-15) is slightly misleading. It is the same 
word he used above as “trial”. What difference does that make to how 
you read vs 13-15? 



Read James 1:19-27 

6. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak” (vs 19). Can you think of times when 
you really should have heeded this advice? 

7. James says that God’s “word” has been planted in you. What does he 
mean by that and how should that change our lives? 

8. James compares the “word” to a mirror. What is the point of his 
illustration? 

9. Looking into the mirror that is God’s word requires (at the very least) 
reading the Bible. Are you in the habit of reading your Bible regularly? 
Share with the group the most helpful things you have done in  

 

 

 



Study 2 – James 2:1-13 

We are all inclined to label or categorise people; conservative/progressive, 
clever/dumb, warm/distant, humourless/flippant, Australian/un-Australian, 
old/young. This might be a way to describe genuine differences, but it can 
also have a profound influence on the way we see and treat people. 

1. What kinds of things might make you inclined to favour one person 
over another?  

2. James has a bit to say about favouritism, especially in relation to a 
person’s wealth … 

Read James 2:1-13 

3. What is the situation James ‘imagines’ might occur in a local church 
service (v2-4)? 

4. Why is this sort of behaviour and those attitudes not acceptable for 
people who ‘believe in our Glorious Lord Jesus Christ’ (v1)? 



5. Why are we are inclined to give preferential treatment to wealthy 
people? What do you think would happen if Chris Hemsworth and an 
unwashed vagrant both showed up at our church one Sunday? 

6. James suggests it’s ironic if Christians are behaving this way; given how 
God has chosen to treat the poor, and how the ‘rich’ treat God’s 
people (vs 5-7). Do you think James, and God, are guilty of a kind of 
reverse snobbery towards the rich? What point is James making? 

7. James says showing favouritism in not only inconsistent with the 
gospel, but it also amounts to breaking the ‘law’. What law is he 
talking about? What do you make of his argument in verses 8-13? 

8. Take some time to consider, (and if you’re willing, discuss), the ways 
you are inclined to show favouritism, as well as the judgemental 
thoughts and attitudes you might feel towards others (perhaps it’s 
towards people of a ‘certain background’, or LGA, or level of 
education, or political identity…). 

9. Ask God to help you understand your own heart, and to change. 



Study 3 – James 2:14-26 

The section we are looking at is the passage that Luther felt was 
questionable: faith vs works. It was things like “Can such faith save them?” 
(2:14b) that had Luther concerned. But I think Luther would be fully 
supportive of the idea James is addressing: hollow faith, “faith” that has no 
impact on the life we live, is really no faith at all. 

Read James 2:14-26 

1. James starts with what sounds like a “straw man”. Have you ever 
encountered the kind of person James is describing? (NB we don’t 
want to be “judgemental” about this, so choose your words carefully.) 

2. Verse 19 gives us a better idea of the “faith” James is trying to correct. 
How would you describe that “faith”? What is the difference between 
intellectual agreement and faith? 

3. James jumps right back to Abraham as a great example of faith. He 
points to Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son. What other 
examples of faith do we see in Abraham’s life? 

4. Verse 22 seems to be the heart of what James is saying in this section. 
Rewrite verse 22 in your own words. 



5. James’ second example is Rahab from the book of Joshua. (You can 
read the story in Joshua 2). What did Rahab’s faith cause her to do? 
How could this have been costly? 

6. Can you think of a time in your life when you faith could have or did 
involve a cost? 

7. James never say that “works” can save or make you right with God 

8. How do you feel when you see those who would claim to have faith 
but they are living anything but a Christian life? 

9. After looking at this passage can you think of any areas in your life 
where you might need to bring your actions more in line with your 
faith? 

 



Study 4 – James 3:1-12 

Stick and stones ... must be one of the least accurate ‘sayings’ ever invented. 
Where have you seen, or been affected by, the destructive power of words? 

Read James 3:1-12 

1. What analogies and comparisons does James use to describe the 
tongue in verses 3-6? How does each image help us understand the 
impact and influence of our words?  

2. Why do you think we find it so hard to control our tongues (v7-8)? 

3. James uses more analogies (springs, trees, vines) to talk about 
inconsistency and hypocrisy when it comes to how we use our mouths. 
What is James saying ‘ought not to be’ (v10)? 

4. How does all of this help us understand James’ particular warning to 
‘teachers’ at the start of this chapter (3:1)? 



5. James has focussed primarily on the destructive power of the tongue, 
but how can our words be powerfully used for ‘good’? 

6. Can you share any practical tips you’ve learnt that help you to control 
your tongue? 

 

For personal reflection: 

Can you think of a situation where your words have caused harm, or wronged someone? 
Was this just about a lack of self control, or evidence of something deeper coming to the 
surface? (Jesus’ teaching from Matt 12:33-37 & 15:17-19 might be helpful here). If your 
words have been harmful to someone else, what do you think you should do about that? 

 

  



Study 5 – James 3:13-4:10 

In this section of James, it sounds like he is writing to a church divided. He 
highlights what it is that can cause division and quarrels and how we can 
avoid those things. 

1. Have you ever been in a church where there was “fights and quarrels” 
between church members? What was the cause of the division? 

2. Christians will often think differently to the rest of our society. What 
would be the issues where your neighbours might think you are 
strange for the attitude you hold or the way you live your life?   

Read James 3:13-18 

3. What do you think James means by “deeds done in the humility that 
comes from wisdom” (James 3:13)? 

4. James contrasts godly wisdom with worldly wisdom. List the 
characteristics of each: 

  



5. Godly Wisdom           Worldly Wisdom 

6. James suggests that the opposite of “humility” is “bitter envy and 
selfish ambition”. How might that show itself in someone’s life? 

Read James 4:1-10 

7. What does James says is the cause of our “quarrels” (4:1-2) 

8. What strategy does James give for avoiding the quarrels? (4:7-10) 

9. Where would you say you face the greatest struggle of “friendship 
with the world”? 

10. If you had to pick the single verse that best summarizes this section 
of James (3:13-4:10), what would it be?  



Study 6 – James 4:11-17 

We have seen already in James that his readers have issues with favouritism, 
gossip, pride, quarrels and discontent…James wants to share a perspective 
on life that they (and we) need to hear. 

Read James 4:11-17 

1. What do you think is the difference between slandering a fellow 
believer and challenging their behaviour (as James himself does 
repeatedly in this letter)? 

2. How does a right attitude towards God help us have a right attitude 
towards others (v12)?  

3. How is the behaviour and attitude of the ‘schemers’ described in verse 
13, inconsistent with the reality of the world we live in? 

4. How do you feel about your life being described as a ‘mist’? How might 
this inform the way you think about the future, and your life in the 
present? 



5. Is there anything wrong with being a careful ‘planner’? Are there areas 
of your life where you struggle to hand your plans over to God? 

6. In verse 17, James says it’s a sin to fail to do the good we know we 
should. How could understanding our place in God’s eternal ‘scheme’ 
help us to do the good we know we should? 

 

  



Study 7 – James 5:1-11 

Is it wrong for Christians to be rich? Why or why not? Can you think of any 
examples you have seen that support your answer? 

Read James 5:1-6 

1. James offers a rebuke directly to those who are wealthy. What is his 
criticism? List the things they doing that was wrong? 

2. Most of the things James mentions in these verses seem to reflect a 
different time and a different culture. What might James say to 
wealthy Christians today (some may be different, and some may be 
similar)? 

3. Is James speaking to all rich people in what he says? 

Read James 5:7-11 

4. James’ tone changes rather dramatically in verse 7. He is no longer 
talking to the rich, but it seems he is talking to those on the other end 
of the economic spectrum. What does he call on them to “Be” and 
what illustration does he use? 



5. James gives us 3 examples of patience: The farmer, the prophet & Job. 
What does he want us to learn from each of these examples: 

a. The Farmer 
 

b. The Prophet 
 

c. Job 
 

 
6. Are there areas of your life where you are impatient? What might you 

be able to learn from this passage? 

7. Twice in this passage James reminds his readers that Jesus is coming 
again (5:7 & 5:9). Does the idea of the return of Jesus enter into your 
financial plans? 

8. There is a great verse in Proverbs that seems to sum up that attitude 
that James is calling for in this section – an attitude we should have 
and a prayer that we should pray: 
 

8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches,  
     but give me only my daily bread.  
9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’  
     Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.  

 

  



Study 8 – James 5:12-20 

This passage has given rise to a lot of unhelpful practices and beliefs when it 
comes to healing.  

However, it will be the assumption of this study that there is an alternative 
(and we’re convinced ‘better’) translation of verses 14-15.  

14 Is anyone among you weak? Let them call the elders of the church to 
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And 
the prayer of faith will save the one who is weary, and the Lord will raise 
them up/restore them. And if they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 

 

A helpful article on these verses and their translation can be found here: 
https://macarisms.com/2012/12/19/diagnosing-james-chapter-5/ 

This reading has the potential to resolve many misunderstandings. The 
affliction James has in mind is more spiritual than physical, and more like the 
weariness of Hebrews 12:3, which uses one of the same Greek words, 
kamnonta. This is also a better fit with the kind of concerns James expresses 
for believers in other parts of his letter (e.g. 1:12, 4:4-10, 5:13, 5:19-20). 

Read James 5:12-20 

9. In verse 12, James appears to be quoting from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt 5:33-37). Honesty and integrity in our speech has 
become a bit of a theme in James (1:26; 3:9-10, 4:11). Do you think 
your ‘yes’ and ‘no’ matter as much as they should? 

10. What advice does James have for the person who might be feeling 
spiritually defeated and depleted (v14-16)? 

https://macarisms.com/2012/12/19/diagnosing-james-chapter-5/


11. Would it be fair to say that few of us are very good at ‘confession’ 
(v16)? What do you think is needed in order for people to be willing to 
do this kind of thing for/with each other? 

12. What does James want us to appreciate about prayer from the 
example of Elijah’s ministry? 

13. Drawing from verses 13-20, what might you want to say about the 
responsibility we each have for our fellow believers? 

14. James has told us to pray, to ask others to pray for us, and to pray for 
each other. Why do we need to be people of prayer? 

15. Take some time to share in your group what have you found most 
challenging or helpful as you’ve studied the book of James this term. 

 


