
Winter/Spring 2020 
School of Life and Doctrine 

Worship Training for Worship Trainers 
Week 5—Story and Imagination 

I. Brief Review 

A. Discipleship (for children, adults…anyone) assumes something about who we are, what 
we want, and what story we are part of… 

1. Teleological creatures—oriented toward some vision of the “good life” 
Test Case A: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

2. Worshipping creatures—we can’t NOT worship something as ultimate…and so, 
discipleship is a “re-orientation of our loves” 
Test Case B: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

3. Storied creatures—we assume some version of the character we were made to play 
Test Case C: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

B. So, we lean into the ordinary means of grace, understanding that they provide a weekly 
rhythm to the shape of our stories…and they orient our hearts, minds, and imaginations 
toward our heavenly telos. 

II. Tolkien on Heaven 
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III. Why Story? 

A. Stories shape our worldview 
 
There are four questions every worldview must answer: 

 
 

 
 

B. The Story in Christian Worship (the story we try to tell at NsP) 

A. Call to Worship, songs of praise—God speaks all things into existence (creation), 
and He calls us into worship (answers to questions 1-2) 

B. Confession of Sin— We confess our brokenness (fall), both generally and 
particularly; both corporately and individually (answer to question 2) 

C. Assurance of Pardon, Sacraments, Preached Word—God redeems through Christ and 
confers the benefits of His grace on us (redemption) 

D. Parting Liturgy, Benediction—We lift our eyes and hands heavenward, receiving 
Christ’s blessing, and awaiting His return (consummation). Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus! 
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Scripture

God Man Christ Salvation Church Last Things

1. Where did we 
come from? 

2. What are we 
here for?

3. What 
went 

wrong?
4. How will it be set right?

Creation Fall Redemption Consummation



C. Subplots in your home (how to connect to the overarching story) 

A. Tell the story—read the Bible 
 
Helpful resources for young ones: 
The Jesus Storybook Bible* (Lloyd-Jones) 
The Gospel Story Bible* (Machowski) 
Sophie and the Heidelberg Cat (Wilson) 
The Garden, the Curtain and the Cross (Laferton) 
 
*A potential objection and a helpful tip 
 
Thoughts for Teens 
Know the stories they inhabit (ex. Avengers) 
Know the stories their friends tell 
Re-tell the stories of the faith in their language  

B. Sing the Story 
 
Helpful Resources: 
SoLD Children’s playlist—search SOLD Music by Saralyn Corey 
NsP Worship playlist—search “New St. Peter’s Playlist” on Spotify 
Randall Goodgame—search “Randall Goodgame” or Slugs and Bugs on Spotify 

C. “Carry" the story after Sunday 
1. Children’s Bulletin 
2. Worship Bulletin 
3. Prayer for the recently baptized 
4. Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

D. Watch our for unintended stories (what Smith calls rival liturgies) 

Q: How have you had success telling the gospel story in your home? 

IV. Why Imagination? 
A. Puritans on the Power of Imagination 

“Imagine two thoughts sitting on the intellect: ‘This sin will feel good if I do it’ and ‘This 
sin displeases God if I do it.’ Both are facts of the mind. You believe both to be true. But 
which one will control your heart? That is, which one will capture your thinking, your 
emotions, and your will?”  14

 Tim Keller, “Puritan Resources for Biblical Counseling,” in The Journal of Pastoral Practice, Volume 9, No. 3, 14

1988.
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SO…How do you decide between the two? 
 
Modern Answer: Cognitive Behavioral Therapy 
 
Puritan Answer: “The thought that possesses the imagination will control the mind, 
will, and emotions. The imagination is that which makes a thought vivid. It is the faculty 
for appreciation and value…from the imagination come thoughts, which illumine the 
mind, stir the emotions, and move the will to choose.”  15

 

 
Owen explains the operation of the imagination through the “lust of the eyes” (1 John 
2:16): 
 
“Now, it is not the bodily sense of seeing, but the fixing of the imagination from that 
sense on such things, that is intended. And this is called the ‘eyes’, because thereby 
things are constantly represented unto the mind and soul, as outward objects are unto the 
inward sense by the eyes. And oftentimes the outward sight of the eyes is the occasion of 
these imaginations. So Achan declares how sin prevailed with him, (Josh. 7:21). First, he 
saw the wedge of gold and Babylonish garment, and then he coveted them. He rolled 
them, the pleasures, the profit of them, in his imagination, and then fixed his heart upon 
the obtaining of them. Now, the heart may have a settled, fixed detestation of sin; but yet, 
if a man find that the imagination of the mind is frequently solicited by it and exercised 
about it, such a one may know that his affections are secretly enticed and entangled.”  16

 

 Ibid.15

 John Owen, Works Volume 6, p. 246. 16
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B. Lewis on Myth 
 
“You cannot study Pleasure in the moment of the nuptial embrace, nor repentance while 
repenting, nor analyze the nature of humor while roaring with laughter….Of this tragic 
dilemma, myth is the partial solution. In the enjoyment of a great myth we come nearest 
to experiencing as concrete what can otherwise be understood only as an abstraction.”  17

 
“The heart of Christianity is a myth which is also a fact. The old myth of the Dying God, 
without ceasing to be a myth, comes down from the heaven of legend and imagination to 
the earth of history. It happens—at a particular date, in a particular place, followed by 
definable historical consequences…By becoming fact it does not cease to be myth: that is 
the miracle. To be truly Christian we must both assent to the historical fact and also 
receive the myth (fact though it has become) with the same imaginative embrace which 
we accord to all myths. The one is hardly more necessary than the other.”  18

C. Ex. The Lord’s Table and mystery 
 

Questions for Discussion: 
1. What are your favorite stories, and how have they shaped you? 
2. How can you connect stories your children love to the overarching story told in 

worship? 
3. What role does the imagination play in Christian growth and dealing with sin?  
4. How can you help stoke the imagination of your children for the great “myth become 

fact” of the Christian story?

 C.S. Lewis, “Myth Became Fact,” in God in the Dock, p. 66. 17

 Ibid., 67.18
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