
RYF DEVOTION MONDAY MARCH 23RD, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 14:15-17 

15 “if you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 and I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 

you and will be in you. 

REFLECTION 

 At this point Jesus is still talking to His disciples in the upper room . They are worried that Jesus 

is going away and He is giv ing them reassurance. In this passage Jesus begins to describe the 

Holy Spirit. The Spirit is called “another Helper”, meaning someone who represents us, 

encourages us, and helps us better understand God. Jesus uses the word “another” because He 

had done these things for the disciples, but He was leaving. The Holy Spirit, as Jesus explains , 

will be with all believers. The disciples could take comfort in the fact that although Jesus was 

leaving, God would still be with them. The Holy Spirit is given to all b elievers and Jesus will 

continue to describe the work of the Spirit in the coming chapters. Although Jesus has ascended 

into heaven, there is great comfort in knowing that all of us who believe in Him have God the 

Holy Spirit dwelling in us! 

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks to God that the Holy Spirit dwells within you. Pray that you 

would be able to better listen to the Holy Spirit. If you are not a believer, consider where Jesus 

was going, and what it would be like to have such a Helper.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The Holy Spirit descends on the Disciples in Acts 2:1 -13 



RYF DEVOTION TUESDAY MARCH 24TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 14:18-24 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will 

see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments 

and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, an d I 

will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it 

that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone 

loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him , and we will come to him and make 

our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that 

you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.  

REFLECTION 

Jesus here repeats His commitment to the disciples and to all who love  Him; He will not leave 

us leaderless. Though Christ “went away” to die on the cross, He was raised from the dead! 

Because of His work, we are now in God’s family and in the words of 1 John 4:19, “We love 

because He first loved us.” The love we now have is  why we keep God’s word, why we live in 

obedience. This passages also explains our future hope, that God will come and make His home 

with us. 

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks to God that we have not been left as orphans but have the 

Holy Spirit as we await Christ’s return. Pray also that you would love as you have been loved 

and be obedient to God’s word. Pray for ways to show God’s love to your family, friends, and 

strangers even without seeing them in person. If you are not a believer, consider w hat it would 

be like to be in the family of God, where you would be known and loved.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

John, the author of this Gospel, defines what love is and what that means in 1 John 4:7 -21 

  



RYF DEVOTION WEDNESDAY MARCH 25TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 14:25-31 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you . 26 But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,  he will teach you all things and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you.  27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not 

as the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your hearts be troubled, neither  let them be 

afraid. 28 you heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ if you loved me, 

you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than 

I. 29 and now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may 

believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for  the ruler of this world is coming.  He has no 

claim on me, 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me,  so that the world may know that I 

love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.  

REFLECTION 

 These words from John give comfort to all Christians. At the same time, some of these words 

are specific to the disciples alone. First, Jesus said the gift of the Holy Spirit would enable the 

disciples to remember and record His life (v. 26). The fulfillment of this promise is the New 

Testament, the fact that we can read these words today!  While we are not original d isciples, 

nor can we add to the bible, the Holy Spirit still brings us understanding and reminds us of 

God’s Word (see 1 Corinthians 2:12 -13). Lastly, the promise of peace in verse 27 is an important 

promise to all believers. This peace is unique, coming f rom Christ’s obedience to God the Father 

in His death and Resurrection. It is not like any other “peace” out there (v 27) but rather it’s the 

only peace that can calm our troubled hearts.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks to God for the gift of th e Holy Spirit, the New Testament, and 

that we have been given peace! Pray that the Lord would calm our troubled hearts during this 

time and that He would give you opportunities to share His peace with others. If you are not a 

believer, consider what it would be like to have a peace that is different from any you have ever 

known.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

An Old Testament Prophecy about the coming of the Holy Spirit in Joel 2:28 -32 

  



RYF DEVOTION THURSDAY MARCH 26TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 15:1-11 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes 

away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean 

because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 

my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

REFLECTION 

In the last of His 7 “I am” statements, Jesus says He is “the true vine”. The Old Testame nt often 

refers to Israel as a vine; God brought them out of Egypt and planted them in the Promised 

Land, only to have them wander away. Now Jesus declares Himself to be the true vine, faithful 

to God. Since Jesus is the vine, we are the branches, meant to  “bear fruit” (For what it means to 

bear fruit, see Galatians 5:22-24). In order to bear fruit, to be made more like Christ, this 

passage describes the painful process of “pruning”. The Christian life is not all sunshine and 

rainbows, but as we face trials , God is making us more Holy as we remain in Christ (James 1:2). 

Also, Jesus is clear. This is so our “joy may be full”.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, pray that the Holy Spirit would strengthen you when you face trials. Pray 

specifically for any trials that you are facing right now. Pray that God’s pruning would produce 

good fruit in you. If you are not a believer, what “vine” are you apart of? What does it produce?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

An Old Testament Promise for God’s people to return and bear fruit in Hosea 14 

  



RYF DEVOTION FRIDAY MARCH 27TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 15:12-17 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has 

no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  14 You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,  for the servant does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, for  all that I have heard from my Father  I have 

made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that  whatever you ask the Father 

in my name, he may give it to you.  17 These things I command you, so that you will love one 

another. 

REFLECTION 

Why does God love us? Often, we slip in to thinking that God love us because Christ died for us. 

However, this leads us into thinking that God only loves us grudgingly, that He is forced into it. 

This is not true! Rather, Because God loves us, Christ came and laid down His life for us. The 

sacrifice of Jesus is the proof of God’s love, not the origin. Christ’s work has brought us back to 

God and now we are not mere servants, but beloved friends in the family of God! He has made 

known to us His Word and those who are  in Christ have been appointed to bear enduring fruit 

(v. 16). So what are we to do with all this? Jesus says it simply: love one another as we have 

been loved. 

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks for God’s great love, His steadfast love for His peop le! Pray 

that He would enable you to bear enduring fruit and to love believers around you, especially 

those in your family right now. If you are not a believer, consider what it would mean for the 

God who created the universe to love you.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The Apostle Paul describes Christ’s sacrifice while we were still enemies in Romans 5:1 -11 

  



RYF DEVOTION SATURDAY MARCH 28TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 15:18-27 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the  world, 

the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 

the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 

greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, the y will also persecute you. If they kept my word, 

they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because 

they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have 

been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father 

also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, 

but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. But the word that is  written in their Law 

must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send 

to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness 

about me. And you also will bear witness,  because you have been with me from the beginning.  

REFLECTION 

 As Jesus prepares to go to the cross, to be put to death, He continues to comfort His disciples. 

Though they will be hated, (many of them killed!) they are following in His footsteps. While we 

don’t fear being put to death today, we are still hated when w e live according to biblical 

standards. Despite how we love others, if we believe, for example, that no one comes to God 

except through Jesus (John 14:6), we are labeled as exclusive, intolerant, and ignorant.  Keeping 

God’s word will not make us popular, will not bring us worldly success, nor does it promise 

money and power. But Jesus does promise that we will have the Holy Spirit, our Helper, who 

will aid us in bearing witness to Jesus and living as our Creator God desires.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, pray for strength to persevere. Pray that the Lord would enable you to 

share the love of Christ with others, despite the cost. If you are not a believer, consider if there 

is any truth worth being hated for.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Peter describes suffering in the Christian life in 1 Peter 4:12-19 

  



RYF DEVOTION SUNDAY MARCH 29TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 6:1-15 

“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of 

the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service 

to God. And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. But I have 

said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. “I 

did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to 

him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these 

things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth:  it is to your advantage 

that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him 

to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I 

go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 

world is judged. “I still  have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 

but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 

glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; 

therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

REFLECTION 

 We often think that things would be much easier if we had lived in the time of Jesus. If we only 

could have been there, seen Him, and heard His teaching. Wouldn’t it be much easier to believe 

and follow? Yet Jesus tells His disciples that it is better for Him to leave, to go to the cross and 

then ascend to the Father. They could not “bear” all the “many things” Christ had to tell th em, 

and so they needed the Holy Spirit, the Helper. So do we. Not only, as we have seen, does the 

Spirit give understanding, but it also convicts us concerning sin, righteousness, and judgement. 

The Holy Spirit brings the light of the Gospel into the darkn ess of our hearts, both when we 

come to faith and as we continue on in service to Christ.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, ask the Spirit to continue to convict you of sin and enable you to walk 

deeper with the Lord. Pray also that the Spirit would work in t he hearts of unbelievers to bring 

them to Jesus. If you aren’t a believer, reflect on what it could mean to be convicted of sin, 

righteousness, and judgement. What would you do if this conviction came?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Read Peter’s sermon and see the Ho ly Spirit at work in Acts 2:14-47 

  



RYF DEVOTION MONDAY MARCH 30TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 16:16-24 

16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and  again a little while, and you will see 

me.” 17 So some of his disciples said to one another, “Wha t is this that he says to us,  ‘A little 

while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’;  and, ‘because I am 

going to the Father’?”  18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by  ‘a little while’?  We do not 

know what he is talk ing about.”  19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to 

them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you 

will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’?  20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you 

will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but  your sorrow will 

turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but 

when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human 

being has been born into the world.  22 So also you have sorrow now, but  I will see you again, 

and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.  23 In that day you will  ask 

nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name,  he will give 

it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name.  Ask, and you will receive,  that your 

joy may be full.  

REFLECTION 

 At first glance, this passage seems like a confusing mix of things  happening “now”, “in a little 

while”, and “again in a little while.” What’s going on? Here Jesus describes what is about to 

happen. As He continues to move toward the cross, He declares that soon the disciples will not 

see Him; He will die. This is when they will weep and lament and the world will rejoice: the 

death of Jesus. And yet, after that, Jesus will be raised from the dead and they will see Him 

again! But it also is a reference for the time after those things. After Jesus ascended into 

heaven, believers no longer see Him. This is where we are now. But again, He will return and 

this time it will be to bring His everlasting kingdom. Though we will have sorrow now, that 

sorrow will turn to ultimate, lasting joy. As we say every Sunday, “Come quickly, L ord Jesus!”  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, pray in the name of Jesus. Give thanks for His work on our behalf, for His 

love, and pray for faithful obedience as we wait for Him. If you are not a believer, what would it 

be like to see Jesus return?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

An Old Testament promise that God will bring comfort to His people in Isaiah 66:7 -14 

  



RYF DEVOTION TUESDAY MARCH 31ST, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 16:25-33 

“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no 

longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day 

you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for 

the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and hav e believed that I came from 

God. I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and 

going to the Father.” His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using 

figurative speech! Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question 

you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now 

believe? Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his 

own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said 

these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But 

take heart; I have overcome the world.”  

REFLECTION 

 The Christian life is not free from trouble. Look at the disciples, even with their knowledge of 

Jesus, they were scattered when He went to the cross, even denying they knew Him. After 

Christ’s glorious resurrection, they were also not free from suffering. In fact, because they 

remained faithful,  their suffering increased. But the promise of Jesus here is the ultimate hope 

of the Christian life. His words bring peace. We can take heart because He has overcome the 

world. He has conquered sin and death once and for all; the battle is won and we are moving 

towards glory.   

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks that God’s love is at work, despite our failures to honor Him. 

Pray that the Lord’s peace would fill your heart and help you to stand firm in your faith. If you 

are not a believer, what does peace look like in times of trouble?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Present Suffering and Future Glory in the Christian life in Romans 8:18 -37 

 

 

 



RYF DEVOTION WEDNESDAY APRIL 1ST, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 17:1-5 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words,  he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 

said, “Father,  the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify 

you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh,  to give eternal life to all  whom 

you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life,  that they know you, the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  4 I glorified you on earth,  having accomplished the 

work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 

the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 

REFLECTION 

 In this chapter, Jesus gives what is known as the High Priestly prayer. In these first few 

verses, we get a picture into how Jesus talks to God the Father  about Himself, a glimpse 

into their relationship. The time has now come for Jesus to be g lorified, and this route 

goes through the cross. Jesus goes to the cross not simply to die, but to “give eternal 

life” to all those whom God gave Him, those He chose “before the foundation of the 

world” (Eph 1:4). And how could Jesus do this? Because, as t he last verse makes clear, He 

was there with the Father before the world existed, indeed all things were made through 

Him (John 1:3). Jesus is God. As we have seen in previous chapters, the Holy Spirit is also 

God.  This is the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

PRAYER 

Give thanks to the Triune God! The Father for His creation and the sending of the Son, 

The Son for His work in redeeming us by coming in the Flesh to save us at the cross, The 

Holy Spirit who helps us understand God’s Word, convicts us, and comforts us.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The Preeminence of Christ for God’s people  in Colossians 1:3-23 



RYF DEVOTION THURSDAY APRIL 2ND, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 17:6-19 

6 “I have manifested your name to the people  whom you gave me out of the world.  Yours they 

were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  7 Now they know that 

everything that you have given me is from you.  8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, 

and they have received them and have come to know in truth that  I came from you; and they have 

believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for 

those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I 

am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but  they are in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even 

as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I 

have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled.  13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, 

that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  14 I have given them your word, and the world 

has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  15  I do not ask that 

you take them out of the world, but that you  keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world.  17  Sanctify them  in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent 

me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  19 And for their sake I consecrate myself,  

that they also may be sanctified  in truth. 

REFLECTION 

 In the second part of His prayer, Jesus prays for His disciples. While these words have specific 

implications for the original disciples, these promises also have application for all believers. 

Jesus prays that God would preserve and protect the disciples , evening bringing them joy 

despite their being hated by the world. In fact, Jesus does not ask for God to remove them from 

the world, but rather that He would protect them and make them more holy (“sanctify” them) 

as they live in this world. We too remain  in the world. God didn’t take us straight to heaven 

after we believed, and this ultimately leads to true joy. We can trust the Lord to “keep” us, as 

Jesus prays here, because we have actually been “sent into the world.” In this time, where it 

feels like we aren’t exactly “in the world”, how is the Lord still continuing to make you more 

like Jesus and still calling you to spread His truth to an unbelieving world?  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks that God cares for you, loves you, and has sent you i nto the 

world. Ask that He might continue to make you more like Him and enable you to live out the 

Truth of who Jesus is and what He has done. If you are not a believer, reflect on why you are in 

this world, and who, if anyone, “keeps” your life?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The disciples work a miracle and boldly preach the Gospel in Acts 3  



RYF DEVOTION FRIDAY APRIL 3RD, 2020 

TODAY’S READING:  JOHN 17:20-26 

20 “I do not  ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that  they also may 

be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22 The glory that you have given 

me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one,  23 I in them and you in 

me, that they may become perfectly one,  so that the world may know that you sent me 

and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 

me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved 

me before the foundation of the world.  25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not 

know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me.  26 I made known to them your 

name, and I will continue to make it known, that the lo ve with which you have loved me may be 

in them, and I in them.”  

REFLECTION 

Jesus now prays for all believers, for you and for me. He asks two things of the Father: that we 

would be one and that we would see His glory. Jesus prays for our unity, that we wou ld as close 

to one another as Jesus is to the Father! The purpose of this unity, beyond being a blessing to 

us and a result of the Gospel, is so that the world would see and believe. When it comes to 

spreading God’s word, we often don’t think how we love o ne another. However, Jesus clearly 

says that by our unity the world will see Jesus. The way we treat our sisters, brothers, parents, 

friends, members of New St. Peter’s, and other Christians should be a testimony to the Love 

that God has showed us, an arrow pointing unbelievers to Christ. Is it?  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks for the unity we have in Jesus. Ask the Lord that He would 

show you how to love those around you and that He would enable you to do so more and more, 

and that such love would testify to His love. If you aren’t a believer, look at the Christians you 

know. How does their love for you and love for one another testify to the ultimate love of God?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

See the unity and love of the early church, even amidst oppo sition, in Acts 4 

  



RYF DEVOTION SATURDAY APRIL 4TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 18:1-11 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, 

where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, 

also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a 

band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with 

lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came 

forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus 

said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, 

“Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I 

am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: 

“Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it 

and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 
11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the 

Father has given me?”  

REFLECTION 

 The book of John now transitions into the arrest, trial, and death of Jesus. John is clear, these 

events were not unexpected by Jesus. Instead , He was really the one in control. This truth is 

made clear in His arrest. First, though opposed by Roman soldiers and their officers who were 

armed with weapons and torches, it is Jesus who has all the power. At His simple words “I am 

he”1 (literally “I am”), all those opposed to Him fall to the ground. Clearly, if Jesus did not 

submit to be arrested, it would not have happened. Next, Jesus has enough control to make 

sure His disciples were let go, despite the fact that Peter tried to start a fight. If th is were not 

clear enough, Jesus then says in verse 11 that He will drink the cup. Jesus knowingly and 

willingly went to the cross for us. He freely laid down His life, taking the cup of God’s wrath 

that we deserve, so that we might live and experience hope , joy, and peace.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks to Jesus that He drank the cup of wrath, that He willingly went 

to the cross for us and ask how you might honor and follow Him today. If you are not a believer, 

consider why Jesus would willingly  submit to such a death.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Jesus prays in the garden of Gethsemane in Matthew 26:36 -46 

                                                                 
1 Literally “I am”. Jesus uses this phrase throughout the gospel of John and it is a reflection of the divine name; the name that God 
used to reveal Himself to Israel in the Old Testament.  



RYF DEVOTION SUNDAY APRIL 5TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 18:12-14 AND JOHN 11:47-53 

12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of t he Jews arrested Jesus and 

bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father -in-law of Caiaphas, who was 

high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient 

that one man should die for the people.  

47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For 

this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and 

the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nati on.” 49 But one of them, 

Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you 

understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole 

nation should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year 

he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to 

gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they made 

plans to put him to death. 

REFLECTION 

 In order to understand John 18:14, we need to also have read John 11:47 -53. The earlier 

passage tells us what Caiaphas had said concerning Jesus. The Jews in power at that time faced 

a problem. Jesus, by His truth and influence, was threatening the positions of power that they 

had carved out for themselves. Their solution: His death. In doing so, they believed Him to be a 

sacrifice “for the people”, meaning to keep themselves in power and Rome off their backs. In 

reality, the words of Caiaphas were far truer than he knew. For Jesus did die so that a people 

would not perish, but it was not first century Israel. Jesus died so that all those who follow Him, 

gathered together from all nations, might become Children of God. The “powerful” people of 

Christ’s day were so eager to protect themselves that they missed the truth. When we only 

want to reinforce our own positions of power, we forget the truth: we are in desperate need of 

the sacrifice of Jesus and that all we have is given to us by Him. 

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, ask the Lord that He would reveal what positions of power you are holding 

on to too tightly, and how to honor Him with your gifts and abilities. If you are not a believer, 

how does the truth of the bible threaten your positions of power? What is worth holding on to?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

A prophecy of redemption and restoration by God’s servant in Isaiah 49  

  



RYF DEVOTION MONDAY APRIL 6TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 18:15-27 

Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to 

the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter stood 

outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high pr iest, went out and 

spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. The servant girl at 

the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am 

not.” Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they 

were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming 

himself. The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus 

answered him, “I have spoken open ly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in 

the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? 

Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said 

these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you 

answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the 

wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” Annas then sent him  bound to 

Caiaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to 

him, “You also are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of 

the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man wh ose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I 

not see you in the garden with him?” Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.  

REFLECTION 

In this passage, the questioning of Jesus before Annas is sandwiched by Peter’s denials. The 

effect of this is striking. Jesus is the one who stands firm before those questioning Him, and 

Peter shrinks back in fear. Jesus answers their questions simply, that He taught in public, not in 

secret, and that He only has spoken the truth. In contrast, Peter denies being a d isciple of 

Jesus. No amount of good intentions, honest effort, or even righteous passion is a substitute for 

What Jesus has done. We must continue to return again and again to the cross, for in that cross 

can we find hope and peace, no matter our fear and failings. If there was mercy and grace for 

Peter, surely there is mercy and grace for you.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, confess your sins to the Lord. Give thanks that Jesus stood firm and 

suffered for us. Thank the Lord for His mercy given to us in Jesus . Ask that He would root you 

firmly in Christ and in nothing else. If you are not a believer, why do you think Jesus stood firm 

under trial even if it meant His life?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Salvation comes from the Lord who does not speak in secret in Isaiah 45:14-25 



RYF DEVOTION TUESDAY APRIL 7TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 18:28-40 

Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It was 

early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would 

not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What 

accusation do you bring against this man?” They answered him, “If this man were not doing 

evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “T ake him yourselves 

and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to 

death.” This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was 

going to die. So Pilate entered his headquart ers again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others 

say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests 

have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of 

this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I 

might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate 

said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I 

was born and for this purpose I have come into the world —to bear witness to the truth. 

Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What  is truth?” After he 

had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. But you 

have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to 

release to you the King of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now 

Barabbas was a robber.  

REFLECTION 

 Here the Jews take Jesus before Pilate since he is the Roman governor. The Jews needed his 

permission to execute Jesus, but he first decides to question Jesus. He begins by ask ing if Jesus 

is, as they say, “king of the Jews.” Notice, Jesus turns this question around and instead is 

interested in what Pilate himself thinks, “Do you say this of your own accord…?” This is the 

same question Jesus asks everyone, it is what He also ask ed His disciples: “Who do you say that 

I am?” (Matthew 16:5). Are we like Pilate, skeptically asking, “what is truth?” or do we know 

Jesus as the One who is the Truth (John 14:6). Who do you say that He is?  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks to the One who is Truth. Ask that He would help you live 

according to the truth. If you are not a believer, what do you make of Jesus and His claims?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

John writes to believers who “are walking in the truth” in 3 John  



RYF DEVOTION WEDNESDAY APRIL 8TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 19:1-16a 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted together a crown of 

thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They came up to him, saying, 

“Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again and said to 

them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So 

Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold 

the man!” When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify 

him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” The 

Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has 

made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He 

entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no 

answer. So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority 

to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority 

over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to 

you has the greater sin.” From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If 

you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes 

Caesar.” So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judg ment 

seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your 

King!”  They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” P ilate said to them, “Shall I 

crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he delivered 

him over to them to be crucified.  

REFLECTION 

 There are only two options when it comes to Jesus: rejection or worship. In this passag e, Pilate 

and the Jews choose rejection. They mock the “king of the Jews” and believe they have 

authority over His life. They go so far as to affirm “no king but Caesar”, rather than the Son of 

God who stands before them. Yet in the midst of such pain, the re are hints of hope. This is at 

“the sixth hour” on the “day of preparation” meaning in the temple the sacrificial lambs were 

being killed to temporarily cleanse the people. In reality, the ultimate Lamb of God was going to 

the cross to take away the sin of all who worship Him, one perfect sacrifice for all time.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, spend time in prayer and silence, thinking about the physical pain and 

rejection that Jesus underwent. If you are not a believer, is Jesus king? If not, who or what is?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

A vivid prophetic description of Christ’s sacrifice in Isaiah 52:13 -53:12 



RYF DEVOTION THURSDAY APIRL 9TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 19:16b-30 

So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place 

of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.  There they crucified him, and with him two 

others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an i nscription and put it 

on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this 

inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in 

Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief p riests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, 

‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’  ” Pilate answered, 

“What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 

garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the 

tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let 

us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the S cripture which 

says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the 

soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 

Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to 

his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), 

“I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 

hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 

finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  

REFLECTION 

 Jesus was meant to go to the cross. He was meant to bear the burden, not simply of a cross, 

but rather the burden of all of our sin and rebellion against God. And He did all of this willingl y. 

Here we see Jesus, knowing full well what He is doing, and proving the whole Bible true. His last 

word is particularly striking, “it is finished.” This is one word in the Greek, meaning that Jesus 

totally accomplished His purpose at the cross; By His de ath He ransomed a people for God 

(revelation 5:9). This is also beautifully pictured by His uniting His mother and John (the loved 

disciple) into a new family relationship with one another. This He does for all Christians  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks to Jesus who has ransomed us and united us together as His 

people by His death. Ask that the Lord would help you love your family, both by birth and by His 

blood. If you are not a believer, what would it mean for Jesus to have borne your burden?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

A Psalm of David which also describes the future death of Jesus in Psalm 22  



RYF DEVOTION FRIDAY APRIL 10TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 19:31-42 

Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross 

on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 

broken and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, 

and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they cam e to Jesus and saw that he 

was already dead, they did not break his legs.  But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 

spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who saw it has borne witness—his 

testimony is true, and he knows that he is tell ing the truth—that you also may believe . For these 

things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 

And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” After these 

things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked 

Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came 

and took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing 

a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took the body of 

Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in 

the place where he was crucified there was a garden, a nd in the garden a new tomb in which no 

one had yet been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at 

hand, they laid Jesus there.  

REFLECTION 

 John continues here with his detailed account of the death and burial of Chris t, but he stops to 

interject something important. He himself saw all these things and that he is telling us, so that 

we might believe . As he says later, this book was written so that we would believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the son of God, and that in be lieving we would have life in His name! (John 20:31) 

The death of Jesus is the path to life. Here John also continues to point out Old Testament 

prophecies that were fulfilled in every way by the death of Jesus. As we read this, we get the 

overwhelming sense that Jesus came to do this, it was all on purpose. He came to die and 

through His death give life to those who believe in Him. If you are in Him you have life!  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks for God’s word that testifies to us about the truth  of Jesus. 

Ask that you would be a faithful witness to the death and resurrection of Jesus like John. If you 

are not a believer, what do you make of what John has said about Jesus?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The prophet Zechariah prophesies about the death of Je sus in Zechariah 12:10-13:1 

  



RYF DEVOTION SATURDAY APRIL 11TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 20:1-10 

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and 

saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were 

going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 
6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and 

the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by 

itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 

went back to their homes.  

REFLECTION 

 What do you make of the empty tomb? In this passage, Mary Magdalene, Peter, and John all come face 

to face with it. Not only is the tomb empty, but look at the details. The disciples run to the tomb, the linen 

cloths are still lying there, and the face cloth has been folded and set aside. No one coming to steal the 

body, be they grave robbers, Jewish or Roman officials, or even other disciples would have taken the time 

to do this. John sees this empty tomb and believes (v. 8), even though none of them yet understand how 

all of this fit in to God’s plan (v. 9). We too are confronted with this tomb, these details in John, and 

though we might not understand with perfect clarity all that it means for us, we too are called to believe. 

Not just to believe in anything, but to believe in the full, bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead!  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, spend time praying and thinking about what the empty tomb with all these details 

means for us. If you are not a believer, what do you make of this detailed account in John?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The first half of Paul’s great chapter on the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:1-34 

  



RYF DEVOTION SUNDAY APRIL 12TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 20:11-18 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 

tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the 

head and one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have lai d him.” Having said this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the 

gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet 

ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.’  ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.  

REFLECTION 

 After His resurrection, Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene. This woman, who had 

experienced significant healing from Jesus (Luke 8:2), is who Jesus chooses to reveal Himself. 

He does not go to the Pharisees or Pilate, not to the intellectual leaders of the day, but rat her 

to someone who people, both past and present, would overlook. A humble woman who simply 

loved Jesus. The Lord does not only reveal Himself to her, but He also gives her a mission: go 

and tell the disciples. And look closer at His message, “my Father an d your Father”, “my God 

and your God”. What glorious news! Jesus is alive and has made us right with God. May we, like 

Mary, spread this good news.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, on this Resurrection day, give thanks for the resurrection of Jesus! Ask 

that God would embolden you to spread this good news. If you are not a believer, what do you 

think happened on that day, all those years ago?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Read about our future resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:35 -58 

  



RYF DEVOTION MONDAY APRIL 13TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 20:19-23 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace 

be with you.” 20 When he had said this,  he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”  

REFLECTION 

 No doors are locked for the gospel. Though the disciples were gathered in fear, behind a locked 

door, Jesus came into their midst and proclaimed peace to them. He says it twice, “Peace be 

with you.” Such peace is the direct result of the resurrection of Jesus. The resurrection means 

that Jesus is who He says He is, the “I am” who laid down His life f or His sheep (John 10:11), 

making a way for our own resurrection. This is our hope and encouragement, even in the midst 

of suffering. As the Westminster catechism says, “the souls of believers are at their death made 

perfect in holiness, and do immediately  pass into glory, and their bodies, being still united to 

Christ, do rest in their graves till the resurrection day.”  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, ask that the Lord’s peace would be with you in this time. Pray that your 

life would be filled with hope coming from the resurrection. If you are not a believer, I 

encourage you to consider what hope you have now, and at death.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The power of God to raise His people from the dead in Ezekiel 37:1 -15 

  



RYF DEVOTION TUESDAY APRIL 14TH, 2020 

TODAY’S  READING: JOHN 20:24-29 

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 

in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my f inger into the mark of the nails, and place my 

hand into his side, I will never believe.”  
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be w ith you.” 27 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 

place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because yo u have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.”  

REFLECTION 

 Many of us may know the story of “doubting Thomas”, but what does this passage reveal about 

Jesus? Not only is He still not bound by locked doors, He also knew what Tho mas had said to 

the other disciples. Look at how closely Jesus quotes the words of Thomas in verse 27. 

Amazingly, we never actually read that Thomas did touch Jesus, but we do see that he believed. 

His confession is also very important; Jesus is not just H is Lord but also His God. Thomas, along 

with the disciples, recognized after the resurrection that Jesus is God. Lastly, Jesus speaks a 

word to us, who unlike Thomas don’t see the risen Christ in front of us. Even though we have 

not seen Him, we still believe and are blessed by Him 

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks God knows our hearts, knows our doubts, and draws near to 

us. Pray that you would confess with your mouth and life that Jesus is your Lord and God. If you 

are not a believer, what evidence are you looking for to believe?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The living hope we have in the resurrection in 1 Peter 1:3 -12 

  



RYF DEVOTION WEDNESDAY APRIL 15TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 20:30-31 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 

book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

REFLECTION 

 These two verses lay out the entire purpose for the Gospel of John. First, not everything Jesus 

did was written down in John, as we know from having the other three gospels. Second, why did 

John write this? I cannot make it clearer than his own words, “th ese are written so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 

his name.” John was written so that we might believe in Jesus, all of who He is, and that by 

believing we would have real, full, and eternal life through Him. The question then remains, 

what do you believe about Jesus?  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks for these words of John given to us by God and ask that they 

would continue to lead readers to believe in Jesus and find life  in Him. If you are not a believer, 

what do you make of the claims of John concerning Jesus?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The final chapter of John’s first letter in 1 John 5  

  



RYF DEVOTION THURSDAY APRIL 16TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 21:1-14 

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he 

revealed himself in this way. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in 

Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. S imon Peter said to 

them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into 

the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  

Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” He 

said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast 

it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity  of fish. That disciple whom 

Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the 

Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 

The other disciples came in the boat , dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 

the land, but about a hundred yards off.  

When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 

bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you ha ve just caught.” So Simon Peter 

went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were 

so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the 

disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the 

bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus was 

revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.  

REFLECTION 

 We often approach our faith by asking the question, what does God want from me? What do I 

need to give Him in order for things to work out? This is not the gospel, and this is not the 

pattern of Jesus in this passage. The disciples haven’t caught anything, despite fishing all night, 

and they are tired and hungry. Jesus comes to them and they suddenly have an abundance of 

fish (153 as John notes) and Jesus asks them to breakfast. This is a God who wants to love us, 

despite the fact that we really have nothing to offer in return. This sort o f love is what gives us 

the desire to serve Him, not out of necessity, but also out of love.  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, reflect on the ways that God has provided for you and your family in the 

past. Give thanks for that provision. Pray for your current  needs and the needs of those around 

you. If you are not a believer, consider your desire to show love to those who love you  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Peter preaches the gospel and references this breakfast in Acts 10:34 -43 



RYF DEVOTION FRIDAY APRIL 17TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN  21:15-19 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to 

him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He 

said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he  

said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; 

you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when 

you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever yo u wanted, but when you are 

old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not 

want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after 

saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”  

REFLECTION 

 Why is our church named New St. Peter’s? It is because Peter was made new by the grace of 

Jesus. Even though Peter had denied Him three times, Jesus made a way. Through His death and 

resurrection Jesus made a way for Peter to be restored to G od. And if there is grace for Peter, 

there is surely grace for us. No matter who you are and what you have done, the grace of the 

cross can make you new. And for all who believe, who have been made new, the command of 

Jesus here stands as our purpose in li fe: “Follow me.”  

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks that there is redemption in Jesus for us. Reflect on the 

questions that Jesus asks Peter and ask the Lord to reveal how you can follow Him, both today 

and always. If you are not a believer, consider what it would be like to be made new like Peter.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

Peter boldly proclaims the grace of Jesus to all believers in Acts 15:1 -11 

  



RYF DEVOTION SATURDAY APRIL 18TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 21:20-24 

Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also 

had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to 

betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to 

him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” So the 

saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say 

to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I c ome, what is that to 

you?” This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these 

things, and we know that his testimony is true.  

REFLECTION 

 In this passage, Peter continues to talk to Jesus. If we remember, Jesus had j ust referenced 

Peter’s death for following Him (John 21:18 -19). Peter then sees John nearby and basically asks, 

“well what about Him? Will he die like this too?” Peter wants to know what will happen to John, 

but Jesus does not tell Him all He wants to know . Instead, Jesus steers the conversation back to 

Peter. What is more important for Peter is that he himself follows Jesus, not what John’s life 

will look like. The same focus should be true of us today. Our Christian life is not based on how 

someone else relates to Jesus, but on how we relate to Jesus . We are not Christians because of 

what our friends, parents, or pastors think about Jesus, but because we ourselves believe in 

Him and follow Him. God does give us the gift of Christian community, He gave us t he gift of His 

Word, this gospel written by John, but the Christian faith still hinges on whether we ourselves 

believe and follow Him 

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, give thanks for faithful witnesses to God’s truth! For pastors, parents, and 

faithful friends who point you to God. Pray for strength to follow Him and ask that He would 

show you how to follow Him today. If you are not a believer, you may have heard about Jesus 

from many people, but what do you think?  

FOR FURTHER READING 

The beginning of the book of Revelation (Revelation 1)  

  



RYF DEVOTION SUNDAY APRIL 19TH, 2020 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 21:25 

Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I 

suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that  would be written. 

REFLECTION 

 The Christian faith is many things, but it is not shallow. Just by reading one verse or book of 

the bible, you will not understand it all. But the Christian faith is simple. In John’s words, we 

believe in Jesus and have life in His name (John 20:31). So what does this mean? It means the 

Christian life is a journey where we come to know and love Jesus more and more. No matter 

who you are, there is more of Jesus to know and there are depths of His love for you that you 

haven’t seen.   

PRAYER 

If you are a believer, praise the Lord for His endless love and grace for us!  Ask that He would 

continue to show Himself to you though His Word and that you would continue to love and 

serve Him more and more. If you are not a believer, consi der reading more of God’s word, to 

see if this verse rings true.  

FOR FURTHER READING 

John’s ending to the book of Revelation in Revelation 22:6 -21 

 


