
 

 

NSP COVID-19 Mitigation Plan 

In light of the serious health risks associated with the continued spread of COVID-19 in Dallas County, 
New St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church has implemented a phased approach to governing our Lord’s Day 
worship and other church ministries. 
 
The Session has established a commission to determine the key principles of each phase and which 
phase is appropriate at a given time. The commission works consultatively with NSP doctors and other 
church members whose work focuses on the impact of COVID-19 in Dallas County. Mandates, 
recommendations, and data is evaluated from several key sources: 

1. Dallas County’s Public Health Committee 
2. Dallas-area hospital reports 
3. relevant state and federal authorities and health officials 
4. NsP Medical Professionals and health data specialists 
5. the Dallas Children’s Theater 

Among other factors, the key statistics evaluated in this process include: 

1. cases of COVID-19 within our congregation 
2. the trendline of COVID-19-related Dallas county hospital admissions 
3. the trendline of COVID-19-related Dallas county ICU admissions  
4. current R t for Dallas county (a measure of the exponential transmission of the disease) 

In this way, the commission created and maintains the phased approach that governs how we practice 
Lord’s Day worship and the other ministries of the church (documented in the chart below), as well as 
determining the current phase of the plan. Our desire is to enjoy the grace of fellowship among our church 
body, yet to acknowledge the hard providence of God ordaining this pandemic and act accordingly. 
 
May God grant us the graces of wisdom and of charity in abundance as we continue to navigate these 
uncharted waters together. 
 

Phased Approach  

The following chart will help to govern our approach to Lord’s Day worship and other ministries during this 
season. While the chart includes four (4) broad, color-coded phases, know that each phase represents 
maximum limits for ministry activities, not necessarily the immediate operational capacity when 
moving to a given phase . For example, “orange” does not mean automatically re-instituting worship 
training, or increasing capacity to 40%. It simply means those activities and capacities are the maximum 
allowed within that colored phase. The Session will continue to monitor the situation according to the 
factors outlined above and make changes as necessary. 
 
Additionally, we will continue to work in conjunction with the Dallas Children’s Theater to abide by all of 
their requirements and stipulations, seeking to be good tenets and stewards of their space. 
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Lord’s Day Worship 
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Masks (worship 
service only- see 
below for further 
guidance)* 

N/A 

Masks at all times in 
DCT (required for ages 
10+, recommended for 
ages 6+) 

Masks at all times in 
DCT (required for 
ages 10+, 
recommended for 
ages 6+) 

Masks worn at the 
discretion of each 
individual/family** 

Seating Livestream only 

General Admission 
reservations 
 
Staggered seating 
chart; seated by 
deacons 
 
Two empty seats 
between households 
 
Up to 40% capacity 
(carefully evaluated by 
Session) 

General Admission 
reservations 
 
One empty seat 
between households 
 
Up to 60% capacity 
(carefully evaluated 
by Session) 

No Restriction 

Baptism None 
Masks and other 
measures at discretion 
of participants 

Masks and other 
measures at 
discretion of 
participants 

No Restriction 

Lord's Supper None 

Servers wear masks 
and gloves 
 
Bread (pre-broken) & 
cups spaced apart in 
trays 
 
One household per 
station/table 

Servers wear mask 
and gloves 
 
Bread (pre-broken) 
& cups spaced apart 
in trays 
 
2 households per 
station/table 

No Restriction 



 

 

*We will follow all local, state, and national mask mandates 
**The Dallas Children's Theater has specific guidelines for space utilization that might impact how we 
enter and exit the building and which classrooms we use, and especially mask requirements 
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Giving Online 

Online 
 
Collection bowls with 
communion lines 

Online 
 
Collection bowls 
with communion 
lines  

No Restriction 

Congregational 
Singing Livestream only 

Masks (see above), 
reduced singing 

Masks (see above), 
up to normal amount 
of singing 

No Restriction 

Worship Training None 

Range of no worship 
training to limited 
worship training (by 
age, number of spaces, 
and other factors) 
 
Available during 
sermon only; sign up 
required 

Available during 
sermon; sign up 
required 

No Restriction 

Family Worship Area 
in Lobby 

None 
Yes; when space 
available 

Yes; when space 
available 

No 

Fellowship 
Online passing of 
the peace 

Online & in-place 
passing of the peace 
 
After service fellowship 
outside (socially 
distant) 

Online & in-place 
passing of the peace 
 
Indoor: w/ mask & 
socially distant 
 
Outdoor: discretion 
of the participants 

No Restriction 

Livestream Yes Yes Yes As needed by most 
vulnerable  



 

Other Ministries 
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Groups of 2-15 (such as 
home groups, small group 
Bible studies) 

Outdoor: 
Social Distancing 

Outdoor: 
No restriction 
 
Childcare possible 

Outdoor: 
No restriction 
 
Childcare possible 

Outdoor: 
No restriction 

Indoor: 
None 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing 
 
Childcare possible 

Indoor: 
No restriction 

Groups of 16-30 (such as 
large home groups, large 
Bible studies, men's and 
women's fellowships) 

Outdoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks 

Outdoor: 
Social Distancing 

Outdoor: 
No restriction 
 
Childcare possible 

Outdoor: 
No restriction 

Indoor: 
None 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing 
 
Childcare possible 

Indoor: 
No restriction 

Groups of 31-50 (such as 
RYF, larger men's and 
women's fellowships, 
larger children's activities 

Outdoor: 
None 

Outdoor: 
Social Distancing 

Outdoor: 
Social Distancing 
 
Childcare possible 

Outdoor: 
No restriction 

Indoor: 
None 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks and other 
precautions (at 
discretion of the 
Session & 
participants) 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks 
 
Childcare possible 

Indoor: 
No restriction 

Groups of 51+ (such as 
Traditional School of Life 
& Doctrine, large 
fellowships, or special 
services) 

Outdoor: 
None 

Outdoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks 

Outdoor: 
Social Distancing 
 
Childcare possible 

Outdoor: 
No restriction 



 

 

Additional Protocols 

1. All members are exhorted not to physically attend worship if they are symptomatic or have been 
in contact with a confirmed case within the past 14 days, and reminded/informed of those who 
may be at higher risk of severely negative outcomes from contracting COVID-19. 

2. We will abide by Dallas Children's Theater's specific guidelines for space utilization that might 
impact how we enter and exit the building and which classrooms we use, and mask requirements. 

3. Dallas Children’s Theater will thoroughly clean and disinfect the spaces that we occupy each 
Sunday immediately after our departure. 

4. In the event of a confirmed case having been present at worship, we will need to revert to 
online-only worship for at least two consecutive Sundays and be able to provide a roster of all 
attendees to public health officials to facilitate contact tracing. 

 

6 

Indoor: 
None 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks and other 
precautions (at 
discretion of the 
Session) 

Indoor: 
Social Distancing, 
masks 
 
Childcare possible 

Indoor: 
No restriction 


