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Striking of the Hour “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

Call to Worship (Genesis 15, Hebrews 11) 

“I am the LORD, who brought you out from your land and called you to a better 

country as your inheritance.” 

Silence 

Liturgy of the Word (Genesis 15, Hebrews 11) 

“Know for certain that you shall be sojourners in a land not your own.” By faith, 

we live in this world as heirs of God’s covenant promises. The LORD 

Himself seals His promise to us and has accomplished it through the advent of 

Jesus Christ. Therefore, we look forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose designer and builder is God. 

Invocation 

Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

Hymn: “Holy is Your Name” 

Confession of Sin and Plea for Pardon (Judges 2, 1 Corinthians 6) 
 

Covenant LORD, you have brought us out from slavery in sin and settled us in a 

new land. And though we have vowed faithfulness to You, we quickly turn back to 

our idols. We abandon You, the God of our fathers, who redeemed us, 

and we worship the idols of our culture—entertainment, comfort, 

immorality, and power. Though we know the unrighteous will not 

inherit Your kingdom, we continue as if we are still in the land of our 

slavery, failing to believe each day in the liberating power of the gospel. 

Instead of fleeing sin, we believe we are strong enough to dabble in it. 

Instead of looking to You, O King, we believe we can look to the things 

of this world for protection and safety. Forgive us, LORD, and remind 

us that You have raised up a deliverer, Jesus Christ, who has saved us 

out of the hand of the evil one. 

Worshippers may continue to confess their sins in silence. 



 

 

Assurance of Pardon (1 Corinthians 6) 

and Intercessory Prayer 

Church, at one time you were among the unrighteous, but you were washed, you 

were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

Spirit of our God. We are not our own; so, may we not be enslaved by 

anything, but instead glorify God in heart, mind, and body. Amen. 

New Testament Reading 

A reading from Matthew: The apostle traces the family line of Jesus so that all 

might see the grace of God in the coming King. (Matthew 1:1-6) 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 

 May the peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Doxology “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

Sermon: “On the Road: Love Surprises” (Ruth 1:1-22) 

The Definition of Chalcedon (AD 451) 

Following the holy fathers, we together confess the one and only Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in deity and complete in 

humanity, truly God and truly man with a rational soul and a body. He 

is of one substance with the Father in His deity, and at the same time 

of one substance with us in His humanity. He is like us in all respects, 

apart from sin. As regards His deity, begotten of the Father before the 

ages, but yet as regards His humanity begotten, for us men and for our 

salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer. We also confess this one 

and the same Christ – Son, Lord, Only-begotten – in two natures 

without confusion, change, division or separation between them. They 

are together one and the same Son and only begotten Logos of God, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. This the prophets of old testified, our Lord Jesus 

Christ Himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed down 

to us. 

Words of Institution and Fencing the Table (1 Corinthians 11, Philippians 3, 

Scottish Communion Hymn 1881) 

The Lord’s coming was proclaimed by the prophets, and as often as we eat this 
bread and drink this cup, we proclaim His death until He returns.  

Until He comes, we wear the mark of an ancient alien people, walking 
as pilgrims toward His promised rest. 



 

 

Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Homeless here, we look for Him, watching in faith and prayer. Until He 
comes, we keep this feast, a foretaste of the feast to come. 

Come to the Table… 

Communion Hymn: “Come All Ye Pining, Hungry, Poor” 

Communion Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Communion Hymn: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

Communion Hymn: “O Love that Will Not Let Me Go” 

Parting Liturgy (Colossians 1) 

Sons and Daughters of Abraham, the LORD has delivered you from the domain of 

darkness. He has transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

Benediction (Colossians 1) 

May you be strengthened with all power according to His glorious might, for all 

endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father who has qualified you 

to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus! Amen. 


