
New St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church

Celebration of Worship

September 4, 2022

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. I will dwell in you
and walk among you; and I will be your God, and you shall be My people.”

(Music by permission: CCLI #2521275)

This Week

• PSC Update    Immediately following the service the Pastoral Search Committee will 
      give a brief update.

• Visitors Café   If you are visiting us and would like the chance to meet our staff, hear
      about our church ministries, and meet other visitors, please join
      us for a brief Visitor’s Café next Sunday immediately after the  
      morning worship service. You can also hear more about the process
      of membership at the café. Register on our website, or contact 
      Jan (email below) with any questions.

Upcoming

• School of Life   Join us next Sunday at 5:00 p.m. for a potluck dinner (A–L main dish, 
 and Doctrine   M–Z sides/dessert). Youth begins at 5:30, with all other classes 
     beginning at 5:45. 
 
• New Member Class   Two consecutive Friday evenings (September 30, October 7) from 6:00
     to 9:00 p.m. This is a required class for membership at NSP, and it is
     an opportunity to dive deeply into the DNA of our church. We have 
     options to help with childcare, so please contact Alex if this is a need.
     You may register for the class on our website.
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Striking of 
the Hour 

Worshipers may 
find their places 

and be seated 
as we sing.

Work for Young 
Worshipers 

(ages 6–10) on 
Bulletin Table.

Call to Worship
(Hosea 6)

Liturgy of

the Word

(Hosea 6)

Invocation
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Order of Worship
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“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   Azmon 

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name.

Come, let us return to the LORD; for though He has torn us, He will heal 
us, and He will raise us up, that we may live before Him.

Silence

As the spring rains that water the earth, the LORD will come to us. Let us 
press on to know the LORD; His going out is as sure as the dawn. 
“What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud 
that goes away, yet I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice.” Refine us, 
O LORD, by the word of Your prophets. Wound us and bind us 
up by the words of Your mouth.   

Latecomers may be seated as we stand to sing our first hymn.2

Home Groups

Home groups at NsP seek to gather regularly for food, fellowship, and prayer. Home 
groups are also the place where gospel friendship and care take place in small communities. 

Below is a list of our current groups. Please contact a group leader for current 
information for the dates and times they are meeting. You can find their contact info at: 
https://newstpeters.org/connect/groups. If you have any questions, or if you would like 
help getting connected to a group, contact Noah Wiersema at 270.331.1766.

LAKE HIGHLANDS

Steve & Sheryl Brown: 1st Sunday for lunch and 3rd Sunday at 7:00 p.m.
Grant and Stephanie Clay: 1st Friday night and 3rd Sunday lunch 

Brandon & Amanda Jumonville: 1st Sunday and 3rd Friday
Andy & Cindy Klein: One Sunday per month for dinner

LAKEWOOD

Rodman & Becky Ricketts: 1st Saturday at 5:30 p.m.

NORTH DALLAS and RICHARDSON

Brien & Kelly Meyer: 1st Sunday lunch and 3rd Friday dinner
Jim & Linda Pocta: 1st Saturday dinner 

Mark & Carly Hallman: 1st Sunday at 7:00 p.m.

OAK CLIFF

Clayton & Rachel Hagan: 1st Saturday at 7:00 p.m. and 3rd Sunday at 5:00 p.m. 
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“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”  Madrid
text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843
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Ministries

Women’s:

Fall Bible Studies: 

A Study of Revelation, Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. — noon at the Browns’ home (9833 
Broken Bow, Dallas, 75238). This study dives deep into the book of Revelation using 
Nancy Guthrie’s newly released study, Blessed. The study will begin with a brunch 
this Wednesday, September 7, and then break for the holidays on November 16. 
Sign up on our website to reserve your book and study guide. Please indicate if you 
have children who will need childcare. 

Standing Alone: Scenes from Elijah and Elisha, Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Honeycutts’ home (11606 Sasanqua Lane, Dallas, 75218). Join us as we tune in to a 
lecture given by Paige Benton Brown followed by a time of discussion and prayer. 
The study will meet weekly from September 7 through November 2. Please sign up 
on our website if you plan to join. 

Men’s:

Men’s Prayer: Every Tuesday morning at 7:00 a.m. via a conference call. All 
men are welcome. Email markratliffcpa@gmail.com for info or to submit a 
prayer request.

Bible Study: A survey of the Minor Prophets continues with the Zoom option (only 
way we attend). If you are interested in attending, please contact Peter Moore, 
pmoore@smu.edu. Beginning in October, we will study 2 Peter.

Men’s Reading Groups: These are currently full, but more will be announced in the 
future.

Men’s Fellowship: Every third Wednesday of the month at Vector Brewing in 
Lake Highlands. 
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Parting 
Liturgy
(Hebrews 10)

Benediction
(2 Thessalonians 3)

Postlude

“Psalm 61 (Hear My Cry, O God)”  Brian Franklin, 2018 So run with endurance, so that when you have done the will of God 
you may receive what is promised. For God’s judgment will not delay, 
“but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul 
has no pleasure in him.” But we are not of those who shrink back 
and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve 
their souls. 

May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the 
steadfastness of Christ.  

Come quickly, Lord Jesus! Amen.

Please pick up your children from their childcare rooms 
immediately following the benediction, and then enjoy the fellowship 

of believers in that part of the lobby or outside.



“O Love that Will Not Let Me Go”  Christopher Miner, 1997
text: George Matheson

12

Confession of 
Sin and Plea
for Pardon
(1 Kings 18, 
Galatians 3)

Assurance 
of Pardon
(Galatians 2)
and
Intercessory
Prayer

New Testament
Reading

Sharing the 
Peace of Christ

Doxology
(Worshipers Will 
return to their 
seats and remain 
standing.)

5

O LORD, You call us further up and further into a deeper rest by faith in 
Christ. But so often we seek to justify ourselves and appease You 
in order to get what we need. We frantically dance around the 
altars of our idols, always doing and achieving, buying and 
selling, acquiring intelligence and talking. When we get 
desperate for that which we cannot wait, we act desperately, 
rather than faithfully. We are addicted to self-help, even in our 
Christian growth. Having begun by the Spirit, we think we can 
be perfected by the flesh! Though we have died to the law, we 
strive for eternal life by it. Save us, Father. Forgive our futile 
efforts to justify ourselves, and help us to rest in Jesus’ finished 
work for us.  

Worshipers may continue to confess their sins in silence.

Mr. Mark Ratliff
 

Church, you have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer you who 
live, but Christ who lives in you. And the lives we now live, we live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
Thanks be to God in Christ our Lord. Amen.

A reading from the Gospel of Luke: Our savior gives the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus. 

    Luke 16.19-31

May the peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

Those who are taking their children 4–5 years of age to 
Worship Training may do so, and retrieve them 

after the sermon for Communion.

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinners’ ears,
‘Tis life and health and peace.
He breaks the power of reigning sin,
He sets the pris’ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.

 



1 Kings 18.1-46 Rev. Noah Wiersema 

“Waiting for God”

1 After many days the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, 
saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.” 2 So Elijah 
went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria. 3 And 
Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the 
Lord greatly, 4 and when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah 
took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with 
bread and water.) 5 And Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the 
springs of water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses 
and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.” 6 So they divided the land 
between them to pass through it. Ahab went in one direction by himself, and 
Obadiah went in another direction by himself.

7 And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah 
recognized him and fell on his face and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?” 8 And 
he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here.’” 9 And he 
said, “How have I sinned, that you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to 
kill me? 10 As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord 
has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would take 
an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. 11 And now you say, 
‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.”’ 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, 
the Spirit of the Lord will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell 
Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the 
Lord from my youth. 13 Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed 
the prophets of the Lord, how I hid a hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by fifties in 
a cave and fed them with bread and water? 14 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, 
“Behold, Elijah is here”’; and he will kill me.” 15 And Elijah said, “As the Lord of 
hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today.” 16 So 
Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 
18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father’s 
house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the Lord and followed the 
Baals. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 
450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together 
at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How 
long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow 

“God of My Life, to Thee I Call Benj Pocta, Clint Wells, Brian T. Murphy
text: William Cowper, 1779
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Sermon
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Him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a 
word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of 
the Lord, but Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let 
them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, 
but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and 
put no fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon 
the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, He is God.” And all the 
people answered, “It is well spoken.” 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of 
Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and 
call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the bull 
that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of 
Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was 
no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that 
they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for 
he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, 
or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and 
cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood 
gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, they raved on until the 
time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one 
answered; no one paid attention.

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people 
came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been 
thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the 
tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, 
“Israel shall be your name,” 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the 
name of the Lord. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would 
contain two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order and cut the bull 
in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water and 
pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34 And he said, “Do it a second 
time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And 
they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran around the altar and filled the 
trench also with water.

36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came 
near and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this 
day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done 
all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people 
may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 
38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering and the 
wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in 
the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and 

“Hast Thou Heard Him, Seen Him, Known Him?” Joel Littlepage
text: Ora Rowan (alt. Kevin Twit)
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I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; He descended into hell*, the third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

*He descended into judgment and continued in the state of the dead until the third day.

The cup of blessing we bless, is it not a participation in the blood 
of Christ?

No priestly spell or rite, no word or touch or sign, is needed 
to transform the earthly to the divine.

The bread we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?

“I am with you in the bread and wine,” He speaks to our 
souls, present to faith’s far-reaching eye, the faith that makes 
the distant near. 

Come to the Table…

Please wait for directions from the ushers who will guide you.

Those leading music will be served first with their families. 
Ushers will then lead the rest of the congregation. 

Grape juice is in the outer ring of the tray and wine in the center. 
Gluten-free is available at the table — please indicate your need. 

Those bringing offerings and gifts may place them 
in the offering box as they return to their seats.
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said, “The Lord, He is God; the Lord, He is God.” 40 And Elijah said to them, “Seize 
the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah 
brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there.

41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the rushing 
of rain.” 42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top 
of Mount Carmel. And he bowed himself down on the earth and put his face 
between his knees. 43 And he said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” 
And he went up and looked and said, “There is nothing.” And he said, “Go again,” 
seven times. 44 And at the seventh time he said, “Behold, a little cloud like a man’s 
hand is rising from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot 
and go down, lest the rain stop you.’” 45 And in a little while the heavens grew black 
with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode and went to 
Jezreel. 46 And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he gathered up his 
garment and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

Waiting for God
1 Kings 18.1-46

Secrecy and Revelation

 

Silence and Revelation  

Similarity and Revelation

Apostles’ 
Creed

Words of
Institution 
and Fencing 
the Table
(1 Corinthians 10, 
Scottish 
Communion 
Hymn, 1881)

First 
Communion
(Mary Wood)

Directions for 
the Table


