
NEW ST. PETER’S  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

May 9, 2021 
Celebration of Worship 

 

Welcome and thanks for joining us for worship online today. If you’re 
visiting with us today, we especially welcome you. We invite you to receive 
with us God’s gracious gifts: The reasoning of His Word, rest in His grace, 
renewal of His image in you, and the hope of restoration for all things. 

Parents: Elementary age readers may engage with the worship service 
both during and after by using the Work for Young Worshippers 
which can be found as a separate download on our website. You can also 
download the age appropriate lessons for Worship Training which you 
might do with your younger ones at another time. 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. I will dwell in 
you and walk among you; and I will be your God, and you shall be My people.” 

 

 
Scripture References from the English Standard Version ©2002 

Songs printed with permission, CCLI #2521275 
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NEW ST. PETER’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH !
CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP !

May 9, 2021 

STRIKING OF THE HOUR 

“How Firm a Foundation 

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said,  
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

CALL TO WORSHIP                PSALM 27 

The LORD is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 
stronghold of my life. Of whom shall I be afraid? 

Silence 

LITURGY OF THE WORD                PSALM 27 

One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: That I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of 
the LORD and to seek Him in His temple. I am confident of this: I will see 
the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! Wait for the LORD! Be 
strong and take heart and wait for the LORD! 

INVOCATION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER         MATTHEW 6 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we also 
forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
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HYMN: “O God beyond All Praising” 

O God beyond all praising, we worship You today 
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay 

For we can only wonder at every gift You send 
At blessings without number, and mercies without end 

We lift our hearts before you, and wait upon Your word 
We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord 

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring 
That we who know your favor may serve You as our King 

And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill 
We'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless You still 

To marvel at Your beauty and glory in Your ways 
And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise 

CONFESSION OF SIN AND PLEA FOR PARDON            ROMANS 4, GENESIS 15 

O Sovereign LORD, we come to confess our sins before You and hope in Your 
grace and mercy. Abraham believed You, and You credited it to him as 
righteousness. We know that this same life-giving grace is ours too in 
Christ, and still we doubt Your kindness. We would strive to prove 
ourselves before each other and before You, holding forth our own 
good works. All the while, the water of baptism assures us that Your 
covenant promise remains true. We yield our emotions to the frenzy 
of the day because we fear men more than we trust You, but life is 
found only in the righteousness that comes through faith. Father, 
forgive us, and help us to believe that You have power to do what You 
have promised – to save us from our sins and raise us to life with 
Jesus.  

Worshippers may continue to confess their sins in silence. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON          GALATIANS 3 

Church, no one is justified before God by the law, but the righteous will live by 
faith. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us. He did this so that the blessing given to Abraham might 
come to us through Him, and so, we have received the Spirit of 
holiness. Amen. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING 

A reading from Paul: The Apostle commends the faith that God freely gives to all 
of Abraham’s children (Romans 4:9b-21) 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 May the peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you. 

The musicians will play for a moment before singing so that you  
can share the peace with those in your home, or by text, etc. 

DOXOLOGY 
“How Firm a Foundation” 

Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed 
For I am your God, and will still give you aid 

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand 

PREPARATION FOR BAPTISM                                  DEUTERONOMY 6, ACTS 2 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children and shall talk of them when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. 

Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of His Holy Spirit. For 
this promise is for us and for our children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself. 
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WORDS OF INSTRUCTION 
  
SIGN OF GOD’S COVENANT IN BAPTISM 

1. Do you acknowledge your son’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ 
and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you look in faith 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation as you do for your own? 

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your son to God, and promise, in humble 
reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before him a godly 
example, that you will pray with and for him, that you will teach him the 
doctrines of your holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring him up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord? 

THE BAPTISM OF TOBY ALEXANDER BELL 
  

Will you the people of New St. Peter’s pray for Toby, that this water would be to 
him the joyful sign of the Father’s gracious election, the covenant faithfulness of 
the Son and the washing of regeneration by the Spirit? And will you pray that 
this remembered sign will stir in him and his parents lively Gospel faith and 
abundant Gospel fruit? Will you? 

We will pray these covenant promises for the Bell family. 

And will you pray for all our recently baptized: Lydia Ricketts, Caroline and 
Margaret Mullenix, Lucy Dean, Daphne Opgenorth, Sophie Clay, and Whit 
Jumonville, and for yourselves, that this sacrament would preach to our souls 
the Covenant of Grace, that we are washed in Christ, engaged to be His and 
eagerly look for His return as a watchful bride? Will you? 

We will pray these covenant graces for our church family. 

 
HYMN: “Jesus Let Us Come to Know You” 

Jesus let us come to know You 
Let us see You face to face 

Touch us, hold us, use us, mold us 
Only let us live in You 

Jesus draw us every nearer 
Hold us in Your loving arms 
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Wrap us in Your gentle presence 
And when the end comes, bring us home 

SERMON: “Certainty…” (Genesis 15:1-21) 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O 
Lord GOD, what will You give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, You have given me no 
offspring, and  a member of my household will be my heir.”  4 And behold, the 
word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own 
son  shall be your heir.”  5 And He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then He said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and He counted it 
to him as righteousness. 
7 And He said to him, “I am the  LORD  who  brought you out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I 
to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years 
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10 And he brought Him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over 
against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful 
and great darkness fell upon him.  13 Then the LORD  said to Abram, “Know for 
certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will 
be servants there, and they will be afflicted for  four hundred years.  14 But I will 
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out 
with great possessions.  15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you 
shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth 
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces.  18 On that day the  LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates,  19 the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,  20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,  21 the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and 
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell*, the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*He descended into judgment and continued in the state of the dead until the third day. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND FENCING THE TABLE  
REVELATION 19, SCOTTISH COMMUNION HYMN, 1881 

Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and 
give Him the glory. 

For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His Bride has made 
herself ready, washed in one blood and clothed in bright and pure 
linen. 

Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. Feast with 
Him here and look in faith to the feast to come. 

As we sit and eat and hope, this sign speaks the soul-reviving words 
from above: “Behold, I am coming soon!” 

Come to the Table… 

HYMN: “Psalm 42 (O My Soul, Hope in God)” 

As a deer pants for water, so my soul thirsts for You 
O my soul thirsts for the living God 

When shall I have a chance to come appear before God? 
Day and night, my tears have been my food 

While they say to me all day long 
While they say to me, "Where is your God?" 
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O my soul, O my soul; why are you cast down? 
O my soul, hope in God; my salvation and my God 

All these things I remember as I pour out my soul 
How I went down to the house of God 

How I went down with glad shouts and with songs of praise 
O but now that joy within is gone 

All the multitude keeps a song 
But within my heart there is a storm 

O my soul, O my soul; why are you cast down? 
O my soul, hope in God; my salvation and my God 

Deep calls to deep at your waterfalls 
All your waves and breakers cover me 

By the day the Lord commands His steadfast love 
And at night His song is within me 

O my God and my Rock, have you forgotten my plea? 
Why must I go mourning all day long? 

Like a wound in my bones, my enemies torment me 
While they say to me, "Where is your God?" 

While they say to me, all day long 
While they say to me, "Where is your God?" 

O my soul, O my soul; why are you cast down? 
O my soul, hope in God; my salvation and my God 

HYMN: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing call for songs of loudest praise 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I’m come 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure safely to arrive at home 
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Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God 
He to rescue me from danger interposed His precious blood 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be 
Let that grace now like a fetter bind my wandering heart to Thee 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above 

HYMN: “Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat” 

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat where Jesus answers prayer 
There humbly fall before His feet, for none can perish there 

 
Thy promise is my only plea, with this I venture nigh 

Thou callest burdened souls to Thee, and such, O Lord, am I 
Bowed down beneath a load of sin, by Satan sorely pressed 

By wars without and fears within I come to Thee for rest 

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat, where Jesus answers prayer 
There humbly fall before His feet, for none can perish there 

Be Thou my shield and hiding place, that sheltered by Thy side 
I may my fierce accuser face and tell him Thou hast died 

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat where Jesus answers prayer 
There humbly fall before His feet, for none can perish there 

O wondrous love! To bleed and die, to bear the cross and shame 
That guilty sinners such as I might plead Thy gracious name 

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat, where Jesus answers prayer 
There humbly fall before His feet, for none can perish there 

PARTING LITURGY                  PSALM 18 

As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield for 
all who take refuge in Him. For who is God besides the LORD? And who is 
the Rock except our God? He arms me with strength and makes my 
way perfect in Jesus. 

9



BENEDICTION             NUMBERS 6 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you; the LORD turn His face toward you and give you peace. 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

Any of our elders would be happy to pray for you on the phone if you would like to call 
them. Their names are listed below. For security purposes we will not list phone 
numbers here, but NSP members can find them in the church directory. If you don’t 
have a printed directory then log into ShelbyNext with this link: 

https://newstpeters.shelbynextchms.com/user/login 

If you have not logged in before then follow the directions here: 

https://newstpeters.org/login 

If the elder you call is not able to answer then feel free to leave a message and he will call 
you back. 

Scott Covington  Alex Dean  Frank Honeycutt  Jay Horne 
Jeff Murray   Tyler Ozanne  Colin Peters    Jim Pocta 
Mark Ratliff   David Rice  Noah Wiersema
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