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 Brothers and Sisters of New St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church, 

 Your Pastoral Search Committee has been hard at work this past month - in prayer, 
 listening, labor, and decision-making. And we are encouraged by both our progress and by 
 your continued support. Just in the last couple weeks, we have completed an important 
 phase of the process we have been undertaking the last couple months. We have referred to 
 that process as our “Discovery” phase, in which we have taken significant time to pause and 
 consider: Who is New St. Peter’s at this critical juncture? What do we hope to be going 
 forward? In what ways does that influence our search process? 

 Rather than do this alone, we have asked for wisdom and advice from multiple sources. We 
 take our cue from the Scriptures, for instance, from Proverbs 11:14: 

 “When there is no guidance, a people falls, 
 but in abundance of counselors there is safety.” 

 As a reminder, one particular counselor we have asked to help us is McGowan Global 
 Institute, an organization that helps churches with the process of identifying and calling a 
 pastor. A representative from McGowan has helped us gather insight into NSP, including 
 through interviews with sta� and leadership, and through a Discovery Weekend three 
 weeks ago conducted with dozens of church members. McGowan has followed up on all of 
 those discussions by writing a detailed report for NSP. Now, the session and committee will 
 spend the coming weeks digesting this report as a source of input for our next steps. 

 We have received a few questions from church members about the scope of the role 
 McGowan is playing, so please allow us to make one thing clear. McGowan is serving the 
 committee and NSP by o�ering their time, experience, and advice. And we are very 
 thankful for all that they are providing. But your Pastoral Search Committee is not 
 depending on McGowan (or any other counselor) to lead this work, or to make any 
 decisions on our behalf. We will continue to seek wise counsel, but the work, the decisions, 
 and the responsibility rest on the seven of us whom you have elected. 

 We implore you, please keep praying for the committee: for wisdom, clarity, and unity. And 
 pray for deep unity in our whole church body during this time of unknowns. If you have 
 questions, as always, we welcome you to contact us by email at  psc@newstpeters.org  , or to 
 speak with us (several of us will remain up front after the service to speak with anyone). 

 Peace of Christ be with you all, 
 Brian (on behalf of the PSC: Sheryl, Brian, Cotty, Je�, Arleen, Tricia, and Dan) 
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