
Prayer for our Country: 
The Supreme Court handed down two major victories 
for religious freedom this week. First, the Supreme 
Court ruled 7-2 in Our Lady of Guadalupe School v. 
Morrissey Beru that faith-based organizations have 
the constitutional right to hire those who share the 
organizations’ beliefs, free from interference from the 
government and the courts.

This ruling is crucial; if a religious organization cannot 
recruit leaders who agree with their beliefs and practices, 
then there can be no true religious freedom.

The Supreme Court also ruled 7-2 in Little Sisters of the 
Poor v. Pennsylvania that religious organizations do not 
have to violate their consciences by providing healthcare 
plans covering contraception.

In this victory, the Supreme Court upheld two rules issued 
by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
that provide an exemption from the Affordable Care Act’s 
contraceptive mandate on religious and moral grounds. 

This Supreme Court decision upholds an important 
principle of liberty: that the state does not own the 
consciences of human beings. After years in court on this 
case, it is good to see a just resolution. The hope is that 
the American public can have moral debates without 
forcing people into choosing between their convictions 
and their callings of service to which those convictions 
lead. These joyful nuns can now serve the poor without 
fear that Uncle Sam will try to be their Pope. For all 
Americans, whatever our views, this is good news.

These rulings are good news for faith-based 
organizations worried about the future of religious 
liberty in the United States.  With these crucial decisions 
now adjudicated, let us pray that we can move forward 
as Americans, disagreeing at points (as always), but 
committed to a free church in a free state.

Praying for Rock Hill:
First Responders; Healthcare Workers, Sheriff, Police, Fire, 
EMT

Community Ministries:
 •  Bethel Men’s Shelter •  BCM at Winthrop
 •  Palmetto Womens Ctr. •  Hope House

Prayers for our Guests and Friends:
(names will be removed after two weeks unless otherwise requested)

June 12, 2020
• Debbie Bennett & family in the loss of her husband Tim

June 5, 2020
• Winky Staton - Nephew battling multiple cancers, niece  

 broke all lumbar vertebrae/ruptured all lumbar discs in  
 a zip line accident

• Bonnie Katon - Pacemaker surgery went well, has   
 infection in foot, still needs our prayers

• Martha & Jake Stevenson - Winky’s sister - Both have  
 COVID, Jake at CMC Pineville with pneumonia

• Ned Duncan - At Wayne Patrick Hospice House on   
  Herlong
• Al & Judy Bechtler - Various health issues

Praying for our Members:
Homebound member of the week:
Barbara Knapp, 1861 Charter Dr., Rock Hill, SC 29732

Immediate Prayer Requests:
Doris Boatwright - Leg and knee problems
Bob Allen - Remember Bob and family as they adjust to life  
 without Jerri 
Billy Yates - Recovering from injury at home 
Hilda Beaver - Detached retina, blood pressure, diabetes
Arthur Mason - Loss of sister in Kenya & brother-in-law in  
 Ontario over last two weeks
Larry Gregory - Cement injection for spinal fractures 7/9
Winky Staton - 3 procedures on her foot, home recovering 
Pam Spitzer - At home recovering from ablation procedure
Starsha Thompson - Waiting on mass diagnosis on 7/19
Elaine Hollis - Testing coming up

Current & Upcoming Surgeries and Hospitalizations: 
Thelma Childers - Encompass Rehab, fluid build up, BP issues
Anne Rollings - Carolina Gardens
Bobby Curtis - Moved to Carolina Gardens nursing home

Extended Prayer Needs:
Tom Burroughs, Jeanette Floyd, Brenda Humphries, Bob 
Rodgers

Praying for the Lost in our Community:
 • Josh L., Eli R, David, Brian

PRAYER LETTER
July 12, 2020

Prayer for International Mission Board: 
This report is from Staci Powers, IMB missionary in Zambia 
whom our church has worked with previously. She says 
that food insecurity is a very real reality in some parts of 
Africa due to border closings in response to COVID 19. 
While she and others working with her are not facing 
these issues, she has requested prayer that people will 
see their needs being met as a provision from their 
Creator and not merely from their government. She also 
reports that her country has had only 1,568 cases to date 
and only 22 deaths. While there are restrictions, groups 
of 50 and fewer are able to gather for church. Her region 
is also beginning to engage in a prayer and missions 
emphasis, focusing on the 55 unreached unengaged 
people groups in Sub-Saharan Africa.


