
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CoVid-19 Update 2         Tuesday March 17, 2020 2:18PM 

 
Good afternoon beloved, 
 
As you can imagine, the last 72 hours have been something of a marathon as we consider exactly how this outbreak affects us. 
Like some of you, there are ways in which I feel like the media coverage has made this sound worse than it is. Perhaps it’s right 
to feel this way because we don’t see it happening here in York County. We have the benefit of some distance from this 
reality. Let me assure you, however, that the threat posed is a very real and substantial one. The actions being taken by 
federal, state, and local governments should not be taken lightly. For a country so proud of its economic might to impose 
restrictions that mitigate that strength would not be taken hastily.   
 
On Sunday, Gov. McMaster shut down all SC schools for the remainder of this month. While the current shutdown is just a 
little over 2.5 weeks, you should be aware that some healthcare leaders are hinting at even longer shutdowns. These events 
have caused your church staff to have lots of conversations with church leaders, other pastors, denominational leaders, 
healthcare, and governmental leaders. The pace has been rather hectic.  
 
At this point, having consulted with the deacon chairman, we are electing to cancel all church activities to match the state’s 
school closure policy through the end of the month. To be clear, that means no worship services, small groups, Sunday School, 
Wednesday night activities, or special events. If teams or committees MUST meet, we are suggesting the use of video 
conferencing technology (like Zoom or Google Hangouts).  
 
We are working hard to ensure that we have alternative opportunities to worship and connect with each other. So, we will be 
taking our worship service online through a livestream this weekend! The details are still in process and we plan to update you 
by Thursday evening on how to access this content. We’re also exploring a midweek livestream to give us another connecting 
point throughout the week, set to go live next Wednesday, March 25.  

 
Should the ban on mass gatherings get extended, we are even preparing for some innovative ways for our small groups to 
meet.  We’re exploring all kinds of ways to help people grow spiritually during this season, so pay attention to other resources 
coming your way in the near future. Our deacons and staff are meeting tomorrow night to brainstorm the most creative and 
faithful ways to continue our discipling and caring ministries 
 
Let’s remember that the church is not a building, but the people of God. So be the people of God! Closing our doors should 
not mean that we are closing our hearts! Perhaps a practical way you can put your faith into action is for some of you to open 
your homes to someone without internet access to watch our services with you?  
 
Remember, it’s not fear, but faith that overcomes the world. While some (physical) doors may be closing, perhaps God will 
use this time to open new (spiritual) ones. This season will certainly shake us all out of our comfort zones – and I for one 
believe that God will use it for our good and His glory.  
 
You are loved! 
Pastor Scott 

 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:6-7 

 


