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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away;  

behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

 “The new has come.” With those words we will begin our New Year 

together as we gather for worship on New Year’s Day. It certainly is the sea-

son for new.  

 Many of us will still be enjoying the new we got for Christmas - new 

clothes, new toys, and new gadgets.  Oh, what fun!  But the new quickly 

wears off as things become broken and worn or quickly outdated as an even 

newer version is released.  

 We look forward to a new year - leaving behind the old frustrations, 

beginning new adventures or setting resolutions to create new habits.  It’s a 

time of hope.  But the New Year often looks about the same as the old and 

despite our best intentions those old habits are hard to break.  

 How good it is to know that the new has come.  We don’t have to 

hope to receive the newest fad wrapped up under the Christmas tree.  We 

don’t have to resolve to create a new you or wait for a new start.  For us, in 

Christ, the new has come.  It has already arrived and through Christ, the new 

has come to you, as you have been made a new creation.   

 As this New Year begins, we will celebrate the new that has come as 

we take a look at our New Year Blessings.  This new sermon series will focus 

on the Beatitudes and the many blessings that are promised to us in Christ.  

 I hope you will join us to celebrate our New Year Blessings.  But even 

more I pray that whether it was through your recent celebration of Christmas 

or the excitement of the New Year you will remember that the new has come 

to you and for you through the work of Christ.   

      Pastor Steve 
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JANUARY // THE MARRIAGE COURSE 

In January we will offer another round of the marriage course.  This is a 

skill based class that provides tools for all marriages.  Pray for the up-

coming course.  Pray that this can be an opportunity to reach out to our 

community.  Pray for the couples attending the course and all marriages in 

our community that God would strengthen the bond between husband and 

wife and every home would know the blessings of His love.   
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SERVING THE LORD 
JANUARY 2023 

 

ELDERS OF THE MONTH   

     - 8:00 AM     SCOTT WYMER 

    - 10:30 AM     

 

ALTAR SERVICE   

      

                         

          

VAN DRIVERS 

   1 //   

   8 //   

 15 //   

 22 /     /   

 29 //   

  

 If you need to call to request a  

ride or cancel a ride for Sunday 

mornings, call 222-8579 before 

11am on Friday or to cancel a ride 

after hours,  leave a message at 

extension #408 for the Van Driver. 

       

 

     

Holy Communion will be served 

on the Wednesday, January 8th, 

22nd and 29th; the 2nd, 4th & 

5th Sundays. 

 

 

       

  The January to March  

  Portals of Prayer are  

  available to pick up. 

SERVING THE LORD 

The Lutheran Church of  St. John 

Phone number:     222-8579           Fax number    222-1182 

Emails: Pastor Steve Hayden – pastor@lcosj.org 

           Marilyn Humphrey – secretary@lcosj.org 

 Noah Boudreau — worship@lcosj.org  

           Amy Rainbolt—openhands@lcosj.org 

           Website:  www.lcosj.org       Facebook      YouTube 

 Church office hours: Mon.-Fri.: 8:00am-4:00pm, call ahead   
 

 

New Year Blessings 

The New Year is a time filled we look forward to new 

beginnings.  In worship during the month of January we will look 

at the blessings that God brings to us this new year and always.  

This new sermon series will be looking at the Beatitudes of Jesus 

and the blessings they provide.   

January 8 - Come meet the leaders of the church, during worship 

this morning we will install our congregational officers and lead-

ers at both services.   

January 15 -  Come celebrate St. James School as the children of 

the school sing during the 10:30 am worship service.   

Midweek Advent Worship                            

Join us every Wednesday night at 6:30 pm in the Oasis for a 

time of worship.  It’s a great way to be refreshed in the midst of 

a busy week.   
 

For the last year the church leadership has been reviewing and 

updating our constitution and bylaws.  In February, the congrega-

tion will be asked to formally approve the changes.  But in prepa-

ration, you will have a chance to review the changes, ask ques-

tions, and offer suggestions.  Copies of the proposed changes are 

available on the information table.  There will also be two town 

hall meetings to learn more about the changes.  You can attend 

either Sunday, January 15 at 9:30 am or Wednesday, January 

11 at 6:45 pm, both in the Oasis.  Please be part of the process 

and let your voice be heard.   

        WORSHIP HAPPENINGS 

New Constitution and Bylaws 

mailto:secretary@lcosj.org


Sunday School in January:   

January 1—No Sunday School 

January 8th—Sunday School resumes:  The theme 

for this month is  Think Tank.: Put Your Knowledge to 

the Test.  All knowledge ultimately comes from 

God—and each day is a chance to learn something 

new so you can be better at whatever you do.   The 

memory verse is “The Lord gives wisdom, 

knowledge and understanding comes from his 

mouth.”  Proverbs 2:6, NIrV 
 

 

 

Junior High Youth Night  
All youth 6th-8th grade are invited to our Youth 

night on January 11th.  Worship is at 6 and youth 

activities start at 6:30.  Friends are encouraged to 

join us.   
 

 

High School Youth Night 
All high school youth are invited to the next Youth 

Night at 6:30pm on Sunday January 15.  Friends 

are invited to join us. 

 

 

SCRIP for the Youth 
The Youth have Hy-Vee and other cards to pur-

chase at church. Or, https://

www.shopwithscrip.com/  Click “Join a Program”, 

and enter account code 9788D9D162L7L  when 

signing up.  Thank you for your support.    

They make great Christmas gifts. 

 

 

CRADLE ROLL—There are 8 children enrolled.  

Children receive materials until age 3, that parents 

can share with them about God’s love.   

 January Birthday 
 Charlotte Lorene Wolf    January 18, 2 years old 

              --Wilma Tieman, Nursery Roll Coordinator    

HAVE A SAFE, HAPPY AND BLESSED 

          NEW YEAR IN 2023!  

   

One Voice 

Do you enjoy music?  Now is your chance 

to join One Voice and help lead music in 

our late service.  Both singers and musicians are need-

ed.  If you are interested speak with Noah Boudreau.   

 

Whether you’ve been married 6 months 
or 40 years, whether you are in a good 
place or struggling, The Marriage 
course offers practical support to 
strengthen your relationship.  The course 
helps couples communicate more effec-
tively, understand each other, resolve 

conflict and much more.  The course begins at 6:30 pm 
on Thursday, January 19 in the Oasis.  Childcare will 
be available.  Register at http://www.lcosj.org/i-am-
grace-overflowing 
    ______________________________________ 
 

KIDS NIGHT OUT—FRIDAY—JANUARY 13th 

Infant to 12 yrs. Limited to 20 kids.  Drop off at 
5:45pm & pickup by 8:15pm. Call church office to 
register, 217-222-8579. 
   

The Men’s Club 

The members will meet at St. John’s on Monday, Janu-

ary 19 at 7:00pm.  All men and young men are wel-

come to join them for devotion and the topic will be 

“Called—A Nurturing Your Faith Study” led by Pastor 

Steve Hayden.  Les Kaufman and Paul Johnson are on 

the Social committee. 

Lutheran Women in Mission of  St. John’s 

    The Mary & Martha group will not meet in January.    
     The Ladies Aid Society will not meet in January or 
February.  The Ladies Aid “Help the Elf” collected 182 
items for our Open Hands Food Pantry and with the 
help of a Thrivent Action Team Grant, contributed an-
other 180 items.  Thank you all that contributed. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Horizon’s 

Monday meals at Horizon’s (224 S. 8th Street) on the 

2nd & 4th Mondays, January 9 & 23.  Volunteers are 

needed.  See Bill or Lynda Keller or Amy Rainbolt if 

any questions.   

    SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 



Income/Expenses for month–to-date 

12/30/2022:               

   Income:                    $  36,306.16 

   Total All Expenses:    $  37,809.74 

 Expenses: over Income   $   -  1,503.58 
 
  

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

The Monday night group will meet at Bill and Lynda 

Keller’s home.  They are currently studying the book 

of Ephesians.  If you would like to join the group, con-

tact Lynda or Bill at wlkeller@att.net.  They will not 

meet on Monday, January 2rd nor the 23rd. 
 

GOD OF DELVERANCE 
TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Women’s Bible study group meets on Tuesday 

mornings at 9:30am in the Oasis.  They will be contin-

uing the book study, “God of Deliverance”, a study 

of Exodus, 1-18 by Jen Wilkin.  They will not meet on 

January 3rd.  If you have any questions contact 

Lynda Keller at wlkeller@att.net.   All ladies are  

welcome to join the group.  
 

 

 

THE APOCRAPHA 
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

Maybe you’ve heard of those extra books in some 

Bibles - Tobit, Maccabees, and others.  In this study 

we will discover why these aren’t in our Bibles and 

explore some of the stories they share.  We will kick-

off this new study on Wednesday, January 4.  It’s a 

great time to join us.   

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

Join us every Sunday in the Oasis for donuts and  

coffee from 8:45-10:15am.  It’s a great place to 

gather with your fellow LCOSJ members after or  

before services.   

 

 

STRIKE OUT CANCER —  

       Silent Auction & Bowling Night! 

Ashley Otten (age 34) was recently diagnosed with 

non-smokers lung cancer.  As Ashley, along with hus-

band Kyle and daughter Felicity, navigates this diffi-

cult time, friends and loved ones are helping to ease 

the financial burden.  Join the fight thru a silent auc-

tion (All proceeds will go directly to the Otten Family. 
 

January 10th at Tangerine Bowl (3530 Maine St) 

6 PM—10 PM.  Bowling, Food, Drinks—Self pay. 

 

Online Auction  will be Jan 2—10 and items will 

be in the party room for viewing.  Link to auction: 

https://www.32auctions.com/ashleyotten 

BIBLE STUDIES 

OPEN HANDS  FOOD PANTRY 

The Food Pantry—Choice Pantry is 

open on Thursdays from 10am—2pm.  

We served In December we served 

145 households that included 532 individuals, of 

which 214 of those were children.   
  

Contact Amy in the office if you are able to volun-

teer with unloading shipments, portioning or sorting, 

setup or on Thursdays for distribution.   

The Pantry is collecting canned soups (no tomato), 

Laundry Detergent, Dish Detergent, and Paper    

Towels.  Any donation is appreciated.   
 

The Mobile Food Pantry van will be rolling across 

town to serve the residents at Lampe Apart-

ments on December 17h..  The volunteers  

distributed items to 33 apartments.  The 

schedule for January includes Saturday, 

Jan. 14, 11am—Noon at Bella Ease and Saturday, 

Jan. 28, 10am—11am at the Payson Elementary 

School.  If you are able to help,  see Amy or email 

to openhands@lcosj.org. 

 

CLOSET OF GRACE—Clothing Donations Accepted 

We are accepting clothing donations for all ages, 

preferably Fall & Winter.  Gently used and clean/

stain-free, pet hair-free please.  Do not leave items 

outside. Call the office if needed to arrange a time.  
 

TREE OF LIFE  - We were able to served 23 house-

holds that included 48 children with 102 gifts by the 

generous donations from members and Thrivent Fi-

nancial grants.  We had at least 78 attend the 

Christmas Party on Dec. 10.    Thank you to all. 

 
ONLINE OFFERINGS 

Forgot your envelope?  No worries, 

giving online is easy!  Click on the 

image on www.lcosj.org to make 

your donation or give offering 

TREASURER REPORT 

CARE GIVING BOARD 


