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Sunday, December 8, 2019   
Upcoming Events & Opportunities to Serve

 

Welcome to worship at HopeGateWay!  
We’re so glad you’re here today! We’d like to get to know you, 
so please take a minute to fill out a Welcome card, and join us 
for conversation, a cup of coffee or tea, and a bite to eat! 
 

Sundays at HopeGateWay 
   9:00 am Worship Celebration  
 10:15 am Coffee and conversation 
   10:15 am    HopeGateWay Kids 
 11:00 am Worship Celebration  
Share the joy! Invite a friend to join you next Sunday!  
 
Current Worship Series: Are You Listening? 
Advent is a four-week season of anticipation and preparation, 
leading to Christmas. During this year’s Advent worship series, 
Are You Listening?, we are reminded it’s an old story, and we 
tell it every year: the fear, the readiness, the risk, and the 
listening. Sometimes, the story of Jesus’ birth feels 
unbelievable. But in it, if we still our hearts and listen, we catch 
glimpses of ourselves. This is the story of ordinary people, like 
us, responding with ordinary fear and bravery to the voice of 
God. Do you ever wonder what God is trying to say to you? If 
God is speaking at all? Listen... 
 
Youth Group Christmas Party 
Next Sunday, Dec, 15  |  4-7pm  | Home of Meredith Cough 
Youth grades 7-12 are invited to a Christmas Party: delicious 
food, cookie decorating, a Yankee Gift Swap, and more. Bring 
a re-gifted, homemade, or less than $10 item for the Yankee 
Swap, and bring a food item to share. Christmas sweaters 
encouraged! The party will be at the home of Youth Group 
volunteer Meredith Cough, 32 Orkney Street, across from 
Deering High. Contact Katie Holicky: katie@hopegateway.com 
 
Christmas Caroling & Hot Chocolate Give-Away 
Saturday, December 21 | 1-3pm | Monument Square 
A holiday tradition! Join HGW Friends for a fun afternoon!  
We’ll sing Christmas carols and pass out free hot chocolate, 
cookies, and candy canes in Monument Square, near the city 
Christmas tree and the horse & carriage rides.  We’ll need lots 
of homemade cookies! Sign up on the clipboard.  
 
Christmas Pageant | December 24 | 4pm | HGW 
Calling all HGW kids and teens! This year HGW will have a 
low-key pageant at the 4pm Christmas Eve service! There is a 
part for everyone, whether you want to act, sing, read, or do 
all three. Grownups, we also need your help herding 
sheep/angels/etc., sewing costumes, and more. Join us in the 
HGW Kids room at 10:15 on December 8th and 22nd for more 
information and to do a bit of practicing. If you are interested 
in any way, talk to Elisabeth Snell (efsnell@gmail.com) or 
Erica (Erica@hopegateway.com) 
 

Enough: Practicing Faithful Stewardship in 2020 
If you haven’t had a chance to turn in your 2020 stewardship 
commitment card, please do so this week, either by returning 
your card or by making your pledge online. Take some time to 
give thanks for all the ways HopeGateWay is making a 
difference, and then express your commitment for 2020 
through your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, 
and your witness. We’re counting on 100% participation! 
 
Volunteers Needed before and after Sunday Gatherings 
We are in need of individuals to help in the Set-up and Clean- 
up of our Sunday gatherings. Come at 8:30 to help create our 
worship space or stay after 11:00 worship ends to help reset 
the space to be used by all others all week long.  To learn 
more contact Mike Davis at Mike@hopegateway.com  
 

Sharing the gift of hospitality 
Coffee and snacks are an important part of our Sunday 
morning hospitality — and it’s a great opportunity to serve! 
Sign up to bring snacks, make coffee, and share your gifts of 
making people feel at home by hosting in the coming weeks. 
If you need an orientation to the kitchen, one will be provided. 
 

Advent Conspiracy. Turn your Christmas upside down. 
Discover the true meaning of this season: Worship fully.  
Spend less. Give more. Love all. Replace consumption with 
compassion, and honor the one whose birthday we celebrate. 
We challenge you make a meaningful gift to help people in 
need. This year we will support Greater Portland Family 
Promise and the continuing rebuilding effort after Hurricane 
Dorian on the Abaco Islands in the Bahamas. Your gift this 
year will make a world of difference! 
 
Multicultural Book Drive 
Sponsored by Gateway Community Services 
Gateway Community Services is developing a Multicultural library 
in their Study Lab.  It is their hope to share with the community a 
wide range of narratives with educational books and ones that are 
culturally and racially aware and promote positive racial identity 
and awareness. HGW will have a box in the lobby area for the 
next month for an easy opportunity to drop off appropriate books 
 
HopeGateWay is hiring | Child Care Provider Needed 
Do you know someone who might be interested in caring for 
our youngest members? Please spread the word.  Contact 
Erica Lovejoy FMI: erica@hopegateway.com 
 
Time and Talent Sheet | An Opportunity to Connect 
Stewardship means living a life of gratitude by sharing 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to fill out your Time and Talent sheet 
please do so and return it to the basket marked Time and 
Talent at the back of the gathering space. The Time and 
Talent sheet can also be submitted on-line through our 
HopeGateWay website “Serve” page. 

509 Forest Avenue 
Portland, ME 04101 
207.899.2435 



Grab a Wooden Nickel  
If you give electronically with a card or a funds transfer, pick 
up a wooden nickel from the red bowl in the back and drop it 
in the basket as it comes around, as a symbol of your offering. 
 
Discernment Gathering | Jan 11 | 9a-3p | HopeGateWay 
This year our congregation began an exciting journey of 
discernment. More than ten congregations in New England 
are trying to learn from God whether or not we should 
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. To assist us in 
our learning, a gathering is planned for Saturday January 11, 
2020 at HopeGateWay. Anyone connected with one of the 
congregations in this discernment process is welcome to 
attend.  This is a chance to meet with others who share some 
of the hopes and struggles that you have been addressing in 
your context. It is important that we all know that we are not 
alone. This is an important chance to check in with others, 
compare our progress, strategize around next steps and be 
present for each other. This journey can be exciting, and it 
can also be overwhelming. We will be joined by special guest, 
Dr. Elyse Ambrose, a Christian sexual ethicist and educator 
whose work focuses on “justice love: Fostering right 
relationships with the self, spirit, and all the natural world.  
Bring $10  cover the cost of lunch.  
 
Consider Electronic Giving  | hopegateway.com/give 
Your generosity fuels our ministry and mission. Consider 
setting up a weekly or monthly recurring gift with a transfer 
from your checking account or with a credit or debit card.  
Visit www.hopegateway.com and click on “Give.” 
 
Amjambo Africa: Understanding, Embracing, and 
Celebrating Diversity in Maine  
December Copies of this informative newspaper have arrived 
and are available at the Front Desk of HopeGateWay.   
 
Storm cancellation notifications  
Normally, even if it’s snowing, HopeGateWay will have 
worship on Sundays, but on rare occasions, when the roads 
are dangerous, we may decide to cancel. If so, you will find 
notices on the HopeGateWay website, on our Facebook 
page, and on Channels 6, 8 and 13 closings / delays listings. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill sara@hopegateway.com 
 

Administrative & Program Assistant 
Tricia Gilbert            tricia@hopegateway.com 
 

Musician 
Kelly Muse  kelly@hopegateway.com 
 

Children & Family Ministries Coordinator 
Erica Lovejoy  erica@hopegateway.com 
 

Worship Coordinator   
Ophelia Hu Kinney ophelia@hopegateway.com 
 

Program Coordinator 
Mike Davis  mike@hopegateway.com 
 

Community Care Coordinator  
Jeff Huot  jeff@hopegateway.com 
 

Intercultural Community Coordinator 
Nathan Ndayiziga  nathan@hopegateway.com 
 

Youth Group Coordinator 
Katie Holicky   katie@hopegateway.com 
 

Childcare Provider 
Currently Hiring 
 

Office Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thurs 8:30-2:30p, Wed 8a-12p 
 
Doing justice  �  Loving kindness  �  Walking humbly with God  

Parking at 509 Forest Ave. 
We have use of the underground parking garage, weeknights 
after 5pm and weekends.  Access ramp is located just beyond 
Portland Ballet/Casco Bay Movers. Keypad code: 1101* 
 
Ongoing Groups:  
Pick up a separate flyer with details of the weekly 12-Step 
meetings here at HGW every day of the week. In addition, 
these are some other ongoing groups: 

 

• Centering Prayer |Tuesdays | on hiatus  
• Tai Chi | Wednesdays | 9 am – 10:30 | HopeGateWay 
• Bible Study | Thursdays | 10:15-11:30 am | 75 State St. 
• Drumming Circle | 2nd Friday | 7:00-8:30pm | 

HopeGateWay 
 
 

Prayer and Care 
For the Family of Terri Craig, mourning her death 
Celebrating the marriage of Kelly Muse & Carolyn Nishon 
Family Promise families and volunteers-connections 
For all who struggle during the holiday season 
Sara Ewing-Merrill recovering from a concussion  
Churches in New England discerning disaffiliation from the UMC 
The Bahamas as they recover from Hurricane Dorian 
Fany-(daughter of Ezequiel & Judith)– Separated from her family  
Bethany, Rick, Ksenia, and Annika Smart as they travel  
Pete Lovering, Allen’s cousin, living with stage 4 Cancer 
Sally, Martin Turnidge’s mum, recovering from a heart attack 
Communities in Maine/ host families welcoming asylum-seekers 
Asylum-seekers new to Maine, seeking a home here 
Barbara Kszystyniak – living with ALS  
The United Methodist Church and the LGBTQ community  
Fred and Irma Baker – health concerns 
ALL who are searching for housing 
Our planet Earth – the devastation of climate change 
Immigrant families – especially children separated from parents 
Our elected leaders – for bold, justice-seeking leadership 
All immigrants, including refugees and asylum-seekers 
An end to gun violence 
Our country, during this time of polarization and turmoil 
Families and individuals experiencing homelessness 
All who are affected by the disease of addiction 
Shantia Wright-Gray’s cousin, John – awaiting liver transplant 
Shasta Beane – living with Parkinson’s disease 
Peace in Rwanda, DR Congo, Burundi, and Angola   
 
 

Hospitality 
Dec 8 Eileen Purdy, Matt Frey-Davis, Stephanie Cook 

Dec 15 Open 
 

Offering Counters  
Dec 8 Don Rudalevidge/Michael Hennault 
Dec 15 Sam Johnson, Pascoal Francisco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
     HopeGateWay 

     an open & affirming community 
     Our Reconciling Statement 

 

We worship an inclusive and loving God, who calls all 
persons into relationship, both with God and with 
neighbor. In response to this love, demonstrated most 
perfectly in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as an open 
and affirming community, welcoming and celebrating 
people of all races, gender identities, sexual orientations, 
abilities, economic situations, and social statuses. 


