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Sunday,  October 14,  2018 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities to Serve
 
	  

Welcome	  to worship at HopeGateWay!  
We’re so glad you’re here today! We’d like to get to know you, 
so please take a minute to fill out a Welcome card, and join us 
for conversation, a cup of coffee or tea, and a bite to eat! 
 
Sundays at HopeGateWay 
   9:00 am Worship Celebration  
 10:15 am Coffee and conversation 
   10:15 am    HopeGateWay Kids 
 11:00 am Worship Celebration   
Share the love… Invite a friend to join you next Sunday! 
 
Grateful  
New worship series begins today  |  9 am + 11 am 
Today we begin a new worship series exploring the 
transformative power of giving thanks. During this stewardship 
series, we will give thanks for all of the blessings of life, 
including the blessings that come with a life defined by 
generosity, culminating with our Stewardship Commitment 
Celebration on Sunday, Nov. 4. Join us for worship next 
Sunday at 9 am or 11, and invite a friend to join you! 
 
HopeGateWay Kids 
Sundays at 10:15 am  |  Room 3-4 
All kids, grades K-5, are invited for engaging, multi-sensory 
explorations of the Bible and concepts of faith through 
storytelling, art, and creative activities. HGW Kids meets in 
room 3-4 between our two worship gatherings. Invite a friend! 
 
Confirmation Gathering 
TODAY  |  4 – 6 pm  |  HopeGateWay 
Teaming up with Woodfords Congregational Church, we’ve 
just launched Confirmation, a spiritual journey for youth 
grades 7 and up. Over the next nine months, youth will learn, 
grow, ask questions, make new friends, enjoy overnight 
retreats, and have fun while exploring the Christian faith. 
Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers! Need more 
information? Contact Allen: allen@hopegateway.com 
 
Sign up to bring snacks for an upcoming Sunday 
Coffee and snacks are an important part of our Sunday 
morning hospitality, and you can help. There are openings on 
the sign-up sheet — can you sign up for one of those weeks? 
 
Grateful  |  Stewardship Commitment Celebration 
Sunday, November 4  |  9 am + 11 am 
Sometimes we need to be reminded that everything we have 
in life is a gift from God. Even life itself is a gift! This fall, we 
invite you to express gratitude to God by committing your 
prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your 
witness. We look forward to our Stewardship Commitment 
Celebration on Sunday, November 4. We’re counting on 
100% participation to enable our ministry and mission in 2019. 
 
 
 

 

We Believe You: A Service of Grief, Healing, and 
Empowerment  |  Tuesday, Oct. 16  |  5:30 pm 
Congregation Bet Ha’am, South Portland 
In the days following the confirmation of Judge Kavanaugh to 
the Supreme Court, our communities are gripped by a 
collective sense of anger, fear, grief, and betrayal. Some are 
processing resurfaced trauma. Some are grieving the loss of 
hope. Some are fearful about what the future will bring. In the 
midst of all of these feelings, let’s come together in safe space 
to share in the power of ritual — candles, water, words of 
comfort, music, emotion, supportive community. People of all 
spiritual paths are invited. Following the meditative portion of 
the ritual (which should last about 45 minutes), all are invited 
to stay for a simple vegetarian meal of bread and soup, 
conversation, and a chance to engage in new opportunities 
for action. Childcare will be available for infants through  
age 8. ASL interpretation will be provided. Congregation Bet 
Ha’am is located at 81 Westbrook Street in South Portland. 
 
Book Study  |  Being Mortal: Illness, Medicine and What 
Matters in the End, by Atul Gawande  |  begins this week! 
Four Monday evenings  |  6 pm  |  Rm 3-4 
Jen Dimond and Chris Abbott will co-lead this small group, 
starting tomorrow evening, based on Gawande’s timely book. 
Full of eye-opening research and riveting storytelling, Being 
Mortal asserts that medicine can comfort and enhance our 
experience not only for a good life but a good end. Session 
dates are: October 15 & 29, November 12 & 19. Sign up 
today, indicating whether you need a copy of the book. 
 
Bible Study on the book of James 
Tuesdays, through November 6  |  7 pm  |  Room 3-4 
 Charity Perrier is leading a six-week study on the book of 
James – a book full of practical wisdom about living a life of 
faith. Join with others for this opportunity to deeply reflect on 
this sacred text and hopefully internalize its message. Sign up 
today, and join the group this Tuesday evening!  
 

Celebrating Home: a benefit for Hope Acts 
This Thursday, October 18  |  6 pm  |  Woodfords Club 
Last chance to purchase your tickets for this year’s Hope Acts 
benefit: $40 at www.hopeacts.org. All are invited to join in the 
festivities this Thursday evening. The celebration includes a 
silent auction, delicious food, lively music, and more! Bethany 
Smart is one of the two individuals being honored! Come 
celebrate the work of Hope Acts and lend your support! The 
Woodfords Club is located at 179 Woodford Street, Portland.  
 

Grab a Wooden Nickel 
If you give regularly through our electronic giving system, with 
a credit or debit card or through a funds transfer, pick up a 
wooden nickel from the red bowl in the back and drop it in the 
basket as it comes around, as a symbol of your offering.  

509 Forest Avenue 
Portland, ME 04101 
207.899.2435 
 
 



Youth Group Halloween Party 
Next Sunday, October 21  |  2 – 5 pm  |  HopeGateWay 
Next Sunday afternoon the youth of HopeGateWay, Trinity 
Episcopal Church, St. Luke’s Episcopal Cathedral, and 
Woodfords Congregational Church will gather for a Halloween 
Party — pumpkin carving, movie, games, and of course, 
treats! Youth grades 7-12: Bring a pumpkin for carving, bring a 
snack to share, and bring a friend! Interested youth are invited 
at 1:30 to participate in a planning session for future events. 
Next gathering: Cooking a meal for Family Promise Guests on 
Nov. 4. Questions? Katie Holicky: katie@hopegateway.com 
 
Greater Portland Family Promise Volunteer Training 
Tuesday, October 23  |  9:30 am – 12:30 pm  |  HGW 
We will be hosting families experiencing homelessness again 
in December. If you want to volunteer and have not yet 
attended a training, consider attending this one. Whether you 
provide a hot meal, arrange activities for children, transport 
beds, or stay overnight, you can make a difference in the lives 
of families who have suffered the ordeal of losing their home.  
 

What Next, HopeGateWay? 
Over the past few months, dozens of people have gathered in 
small groups to share their experiences, hopes and dreams, 
as part of our process to envision the next few years for the 
HopeGateWay community. Didn’t get a chance to attend one? 
Respond to five questions on an online survey. Your response 
will help in planning the identity and future of HGW. Watch for 
the link to the survey in the private HGW Facebook group and 
in an email that goes out, or contact Allen to receive it. 
 
How to Be a Successful Tenant 
Thursday, November 15  |  1:00 – 3:30 pm  |  Hope House 
Learn about the rights and responsibilities of landlords and 
tenants, as well as security deposits, leases, and safety 
concerns. Interpretation available in French and Portuguese. 
This workshop is required for those wishing to apply for a 
SIT Security Deposit Loan. Hope House is at 14 Sherman 
Street, Portland. To register, email sit@prosperityme.org.  
 

Ongoing Groups:  
• Shambala Heart of Recovery / Mondays, 6:30 pm 
• Women’s Conduct / 12 Steps / Tuesdays, 5:45 pm 
• Step Sisters / Women’s Big Book / Tuesdays, 7 pm   
• Tai Chi / Wednesdays, 9 am 
• Chapter 2 / AA / Wednesdays, 7 pm  
• Bible Study / Thursdays, 10:15-11:30 am / 75 State St. 
• LGBTQ Group / 3rd Thursdays, 7 – 8:30pm 
• Ladies Night / CA / Thursdays, 7:30 pm  
• Drumming Circle / 1st Fridays, 7 pm  
• Late Night Faith / AA   Fridays, 9 pm  
• SLAA / Augustine Fellowship (Men) / Saturdays, 9 am 
• Out of the Dark / Candlelight CA / Saturdays, 6 pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Pastors  
Rev. Allen Ewing-Merrill   allen@hopegateway.com 
Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill sara@hopegateway.com 
 

Administrative & Program Assistant 
Bethany Smart            bethany@hopegateway.com 
 

Musician 
Kelly Muse  kelly@hopegateway.com 
 

Youth Group Coordinator 
Katie Holicky  katie@hopegateway.com 
 

Childcare provider 
Keera Swan  childcare@hopegateway.com 
 
 

Doing justice  �  Loving kindness  �  Walking humbly with God 

Consider Electronic Giving  |  hopegateway.com/give 
Your generosity fuels our ministry and mission. Consider 
setting up a weekly or monthly recurring gift with a transfer 
from your checking account or with a credit or debit card.  
Visit www.hopegateway.com and click on “Give.”  
 

Parking at 509 Forest Avenue  
In addition to street parking, we have use of the underground 
parking garage, weeknights after 5 pm and weekends. Enter 
at the access ramp just beyond Portland Ballet / Casco Bay 
Movers dance studio. At the keypad, use code: 1101* 
 

Prayer and Care 
All affected by Hurricane Michael in Florida and the Southeast 
All affected by the earthquake / tsunami in Indonesia, including  
       Margaret Menger’s nephew and his family 
Our nation following the Supreme Court confirmation process 
Victims of sexual violence 
Kelly Frey, Patsy’s mother, for good news & continued healing 
Nathan Ndayiziga – grieving the loss of his sister Edith 
Robin Jellis – as she begins her studies at ChIME 
Our country, during a period of polarization and turmoil 
Roland Oligny – Jean Oligny-Warrow’s dad – health concerns 
Bill Bruce – recovering from quadruple bypass surgery 
Shantia Wright-Gray’s cousin, John – awaiting liver transplant 
Cassie & Steve Moon’s friend, Stu – health concerns 
Immigrant families – especially children separated from parents 
Emile Uwimana – complications with diabetes 
Our Muslim sisters & brothers experiencing persecution 
The people of Burundi during a time of unrest and violence 
A just and peaceful path forward for Israel & Palestine 
Tim Warrow & Jean Oligny-Warrow – working on new home 
Victims of gun violence everywhere 
Fred & Irma Baker – health concerns  
Teresa Lefebvre – health concerns 
Shasta Beane – living with Parkinson’s Disease 
Our planet Earth – the devastation of climate change  
All immigrants, including refugees and asylum seekers 
Families and individuals experiencing homelessness 
Our elected leaders – for bold, justice-seeking leadership 
All who are transgender – experiencing persecution 
Ongoing concern for the future of health care in the U.S. 
All who are affected by the disease of addiction 
An end to racism, bigotry, and violence – everywhere 
All who are looking for employment or housing 
Peace in Rwanda, DR Congo, Burundi, and Angola 
 
Hospitality 
Oct. 14 Eileen Purdy, Matt Frey-Davis, Stephanie Cooke 
Oct. 21 Cassie Moon 
 

Offering Counters  
Oct. 14 Beth Turnidge & Annika Smart 
Oct. 21 Rick Smart & Pascoal Francisco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     HopeGateWay 
     an open & affirming community 

     Our Reconciling Statement 
 

We worship an inclusive and loving God, who calls all 
persons into relationship, both with God and with 
neighbor. In response to this love, demonstrated most 
perfectly in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as an open 
and affirming community, welcoming and celebrating 
people of all races, gender identities, sexual orientations, 
abilities, economic situations, and social statuses. 


