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Sunday,  Apri l  14,  2019  |   Palm / Passion Sunday 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities to Serve
 
	

Welcome	to worship at HopeGateWay!  
We’re so glad you’re here today! We’d like to get to know you, 
so please take a minute to fill out a Welcome card, and join us 
for conversation, a cup of coffee or tea, and a bite to eat! 
 
Sundays at HopeGateWay 
   9:00 am Worship Celebration  
 10:15 am Coffee and conversation 
   10:15 am    HopeGateWay Kids 
 11:00 am Worship Celebration  
Share the joy! Invite a friend to join you next Sunday!  
 
Today is Palm / Passion Sunday 
Today we begin our journey through Holy Week, which leads 
us to Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and finally Easter. Today’s 
worship will begin with celebration, remembering Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem, with the waving of palm 
branches. Abruptly, though, we’ll transition to a more solemn 
tone as we recall the events of Jesus’ final days leading to the 
cross. Our time of worship this morning invites us to begin 
Holy Week prayerfully and intentionally. Next Sunday is 
Easter — but please don’t skip straight ahead to the 
resurrection: Join us for some of our Holy Week gatherings. 
All the details are here and on our special Holy Week flyer. 
 
Thank you for all the white socks! 
Thank you for all the donations of new white socks brought in 
during the Season of Lent. On Holy Thursday, Sara and Allen 
will be at Preble Street Resource Center with Portland clergy 
to wash feet and assist with the foot clinic for persons 
experiencing homelessness. All who come to the foot clinic 
will receive the gift of a new pair of clean, dry socks. 
 
HopeGateWay Kids 
Sundays at 10:15 am  //  Room 3-4 
All kids, grades K-5, are invited for engaging, multi-sensory 
explorations of the Bible and concepts of faith through 
storytelling, art, and creative activities. HGW Kids meets in 
room 3-4 between our two worship gatherings. Invite a friend! 
 
An Invitation to embrace our Community Practices 
We invite you to express your commitment to God and to the 
HGW community by signing our 2019 Community Practices 
commitment wall today. This is an annual opportunity to say 
yes to prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness —  
yes to God — and yes to HopeGateWay!  
 

Centering Prayer Group 
Tuesdays  //  12:00 – 12:50 pm  //  HGW Room 5 
Jonathan Wright-Gray leads a Tuesday mid-day Centering 
Prayer group. All are invited to join in the contemplative 
silence and reflection on a sacred text, listening for God's 
word for our lives. Newcomers are always welcome. 
 
 
 

 

Holy Thursday Potluck Dinner & Worship 
This Thursday, April 18  //  5:30 pm  //  Trinity Episcopal 
We’ll join with our neighbors to remember the Last Supper. 
Bring a main dish, side dish, or salad to share, or just come. 
The meal will include simple worship and Communion.  
Trinity Episcopal Church is at 580 Forest Avenue, Portland. 
 

Good Friday Mid-Day Worship   
Friday, April 19  //  12:30 pm  //  Woodfords Cong. Church 
Take a mid-day break and join in an ecumenical Good Friday 
gathering recalling Jesus’ crucifixion, meeting in the chapel at 
Woodfords Congregational Church, 202 Woodford Street. 
 
Good Friday Evening Tenebrae Worship  
This Friday, April 19  //  6:30 pm  //  HopeGateWay 
On Good Friday evening, we’ll gather for quiet, prayerful, 
candlelight worship, called the Tenebrae Service (Tenebrae, 
in Latin, means “shadows”) recalling Jesus’ crucifixion. Please 
take the time to be present and prayerful on Good Friday. 
 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil   
This Saturday, April 20  //  7 pm  //  St. Luke’s Cathedral 
All are invited to a community celebration on the eve of Easter 
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Cathedral (143 State St.) — a service 
with all the smells and bells, rich with liturgy and tradition. 
 
Wanted: Easter flowers 
Next Sunday (or Saturday), if you'd like, please bring in your 
favorite potted spring flower – Easter lilies, tulips, daffodils, or 
hyacinths – to decorate our worship space for Easter.  
 
Preparing for Easter Worship 
Saturday, April 20  //  9 am – 12 noon  
This Saturday morning, we'll transform our worship space 
from Holy Week to Easter, adding color and flowers and 
butterflies! Please join us if you can! Sign up on the clipboard. 
 
Community Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 20  //  10 am – 12 noon  //  Trinity Church 
Our friends at Trinity Episcopal Church (580 Forest Avenue) 
invite all kids to this fun event: Easter bag decorating, a 
toddler area for those 3 and younger, and snacks of popcorn 
and fruit. Eggs are candy-free / allergy friendly. 
 
Easter Sunday 
Next Sunday, April 21  //  9 am + 11 am  //  HopeGateWay 
Easter means new life! New hope! New joy! Make sure you’re 
with us for this beautiful, inspiring, colorful celebration of 
resurrection hope! Invite a friend to join you for Easter! 
 
Volunteers Wanted: Sacred Heart Food Pantry 
Have some time on Tuesday mornings? Can you lift 30-35 
pounds? The pantry on Sherman Street helps more than 100 
families per week. Consult the flyer in the lobby for details. 

509 Forest Avenue 
Portland, ME 04101 
207.899.2435 
 
 



Potluck Lunch & Community Conversation 
Sunday, April 28  //  12:30 pm 
On the Sunday after Easter, following the 11:00 worship 
gathering, we’ll gather around the tables for a potluck lunch 
and a Community Conversation — a chance for information-
sharing and dialogue with HopeGateWay’s Leadership Team. 
Bring a main dish, side dish, snack food, or dessert to share, 
if you can, or just come. All are welcome! 
 
New Hospitality Team forming 
Shantia Wright-Gray is organizing a new hospitality team, to 
serve on the 4th Sunday of each month. The goal is for 
individuals and families from both services to collaborate, 
covering all the mornings’ hospitality responsibilities, including 
providing snacks and coordinating clean-up. A hands-on 
orientation will be provided to anyone interested in helping.  
Interested? Email Shantia: shantiawg@gmail.com 
 
Greater Portland Family Promise Volunteer Training 2.0  
Saturday, May 4  //  9:30 am – 12 noon  //  HopeGateWay 
Trained GPFP Volunteers are invited for a next-level training. 
The GPFP Staff will provide information about the basics of 
housing, financial assistance programs, and the asylum 
process. We will also re-examine and look deeper into the 
concepts of hospitality and volunteer roles. Registration 
required. https://forms.gle/wgrvUMZBQh1cLnSn8 
 
Rainbow Ball Service Project 
Haddie Tennenhouse and Hayli Hu Kinney are collecting 
clothing and cash donations for the Rainbow Prom, an 
inclusive dance for LGBTQ Maine teens. They’re accepting 
donations of gently used formal wear and casual clothes, as 
well as new socks and underwear for teens of all genders and 
sizes. Cash donations to purchase clothes are also 
appreciated! You can place your donations in the bin or give 
them to Haddie or Hayli directly.  
 
Ongoing Groups:  
• Shambala Heart of Recovery / Mondays, 6:30 pm 
• FA / Food Addicts in Recovery / Tuesdays, 9 am   
• Centering Prayer / Tuesdays, 12pm 
• Women’s Conduct / 12 Steps / Tuesdays, 5:45 pm  
• Step Sisters / Women’s Big Book / Tuesdays, 7 pm  
• Tai Chi / Wednesdays, 9 am 
• Chapter 2 / AA / Wednesdays, 7 pm  
• Bible Study / Thursdays, 10:15-11:30 am / 75 State St. 
• Ladies Night / CA / Thursdays, 7:30 pm  
• Drumming Circle / 1st Fridays, 7 pm  
• Late Night Faith / AA   Fridays, 9 pm  
• SLAA / Augustine Fellowship (Men) / Saturdays, 9 am 
• Out of the Dark / Candlelight CA / Saturdays, 6 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pastors  
Rev. Allen Ewing-Merrill   allen@hopegateway.com 
Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill sara@hopegateway.com 
 

Administrative & Program Assistant 
Bethany Smart            bethany@hopegateway.com 
 

Musician 
Kelly Muse  kelly@hopegateway.com 
 

Youth Group Coordinator 
Katie Holicky  katie@hopegateway.com 
 

Childcare provider 
Keera Swan  childcare@hopegateway.com 
 

Office Hours:   Tues, Wed, Fri:  8:30 am – 2:00 pm 
 

Doing justice  �  Loving kindness  �  Walking humbly with God 

Parking: Use our underground parking garage. 
In addition to street parking, we have use of the underground 
parking garage, weeknights after 5 pm and weekends. Enter 
at the access ramp just beyond Portland Ballet / Casco Bay 
Movers dance studio. At the keypad, use code: 1101* 
 

Consider Electronic Giving  / hopegateway.com/give 
Your generosity fuels our ministry and mission. Consider 
setting up a weekly or monthly recurring gift with a transfer 
from your checking account or with a credit or debit card.  
 
Prayer and Care 
Fred and Irma Baker – health concerns 
Heather Barry’s father, Bill Barry – recovering from a broken hip 
Jane Ives – recovering from hip replacement surgery 
Tim Smith, friend of Miranda Rooney – awaiting heart transplant 
Barbara Kszystyniak – recovering from surgery  
Evelyn Johnson Moore – upcoming medical tests 
All who are searching for housing, especially Shirley Martell 
The people of Christchurch, New Zealand – gun violence 
Our planet Earth – the devastation of climate change 
Communities affected by flooding in the Midwest  
Central American Countries and migrants and U.S. relations 
All affected by devastating floods in Mozambique & Zimbabwe 
The Muslim community, processing violence and Islamophobia 
Sara’s grandfather, Rev. Charles Turkington – health concerns 
Margaret Menger’s friend, Denise Bruchmiller – cancer  
The United Methodist Church and the LGBTQ community  
Our Confirmation Youth  
The people of Venezuela 
Shantia Wright-Gray – undergoing radiation 
Immigrant families – especially children separated from parents 
Stephanie, Peter, Eva, and Jonah Cooke – in Costa Rica 
Our elected leaders – for bold, justice-seeking leadership 
Mike Davis – recovering from surgery 
Robin Jellis as she continues her studies with ChIME 
All immigrants, including refugees and asylum seekers 
Kelly Frey, Patsy’s mother, for continued healing 
All who have been affected by gun violence 
Our country, during this time of polarization and turmoil 
Families and individuals experiencing homelessness 
All who are affected by the disease of addiction 
Shantia Wright-Gray’s cousin, John – awaiting liver transplant 
Emile Uwimana – complications with diabetes 
Shasta Beane – living with Parkinson’s disease 
Peace in Rwanda, DR Congo, Burundi, and Angola 
 

 

Hospitality 
April 14 Eileen Purdy & Matt Frey-Davis 
April 21 Emilia Lovejoy & family 
 

Offering Counters  
April 14 Odette Nyirabahire & Rick Smart 
April 21 Mike Hennault & Don Rudalevige 

Michael Hennault 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     HopeGateWay 
     an open & affirming community 

     Our Reconciling Statement 
 

We worship an inclusive and loving God, who calls all 
persons into relationship, both with God and with 
neighbor. In response to this love, demonstrated most 
perfectly in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as an open 
and affirming community, welcoming and celebrating 
people of all races, gender identities, sexual orientations, 
abilities, economic situations, and social statuses. 


