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Our Mission is 
to do justice, to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with God. 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 

   

Sunday, February 16, 2020 
Upcoming Events & Opportunities to Serve 

 
 

Welcome to worship at HopeGateWay!  
We’re so glad you’re here today! We’d like to get to know you, 
so please take a minute to fill out a Welcome card, and join us 
for conversation, a cup of coffee or tea, and a bite to eat! 
 

Sundays at HopeGateWay 
   9:00 am Worship Celebration  
 10:15 am Coffee and conversation 
   10:15 am    HopeGateWay Kids 
 11:00 am Worship Celebration  
Share the joy! Invite a friend to join you next Sunday!  
 

HopeGateWay Kids | Every Sunday | 10:15 am  
Join us between service for HopeGateWay Kids a fun, 
interactive time for kids in grades kindergarten through 5th 
grade. Each week we engage different stories of faith through 
games, songs, drama, crafts and more! Erica@hopegateway.com  
 

Current Worship Series:  Active Hope 
"When I consider the condition of our world, I think things are 
getting..." The answer to that question for most people today is 
not a positive one. How do we find hope in times like these?   
We will begin the year with a worship series and a book group 
based on JoAnna Macy’s book Active Hope.  The challenges 
we face can be difficult even to think about.  Starting from 
gratitude, facing our pain, seeing with new eyes, and going 
forth are a frame for us to work with.  Active Hope shows us 
how to strengthen our capacity to face this crisis so that we 
can respond with unexpected resilience and creative power. 
Active Hope is a readiness to engage.  
 

Active Hope Small Group 
Dig deeper into our Active Hope sermon series by reading our 
guiding text and meeting with a small group to discuss it. 
Carter Friend will lead the 2nd book discussion on Tue. 2/18 
at 7pm at HGW. Join the group in-person or online via Zoom. 
It's ok if you missed the 1st session. See sign up at the back 
table for more information. 
 

Upcoming Worship Series:  
Radical Jesus: A Lenten Worship Series 
Over the weeks leading to Easter we will tell the story of Jesus 
life as he gained popularity, notoriety, and criticism.  The 
journey of his life predictably leads to his execution.  He was a 
radical, meaning he was extreme, unconventional, 
extraordinary, but also meaning he was "rooted" in his own 
tradition. Jesus has a very radical way of dealing with his own 
nation and its significance. Join us for worship during the 
season of Lent as we get to know Jesus the man as we seek 
to be radicals in our own culture and society today.  
 

Parking at 509 Forest Avenue 
We have use of the underground parking garage, weeknights 
after 5 pm and weekends. Access ramp is located just beyond 
Portland Ballet / Casco Bay Movers. Keypad code: 1101* 

An Invitation to embrace our Community Practices  
NEXT Sunday, Feb 23 |  9 am & 11 am 
On Sunday, February 23, we’ll invite you to express your 
commitment to God and to the HopeGateWay community by 
signing your name to our 2020 Community Practices 
commitment wall. This is the way we do membership at 
HopeGateWay, one year at a time.  Several people from the 
HGW community will be sharing what it means to them to be 
community together.  It’s a Sunday not to miss! 
This is an annual practice – an opportunity to say yes to 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness — yes to God — 
and yes to HopeGateWay! 
 

A World on Fire: An Ash Wednesday Evening of Ritual 
Wednesday, Feb 26 | Drop in 6-8pm  
First Cong. Church | 301 Cottage Ave. | South Portland 
Join us for a labyrinth, ashes, and four ritual stations. Drop in 
for a twenty-minute time of contemplation or explore your 
Lenten journey over the full two hours. This service will focus 
on themes of Earth Care and Climate Justice and is a 
collaboration between Arise Portland, HopeGateWay and FCC 
South Portland.  Childcare provided.  
 

Family Promise Host Week  |  Sun, Feb 23- Sun, Mar 1  
Sign up now! On February 23- March 1, we will be hosting 
families from the Greater Portland Family Promise program. 
Some volunteer slots require that you have attended a 
Volunteer Training; others do not. Whether you provide a hot 
meal, play with children, come to share dinner, help with set-
up or laundry or clean-up, or stay overnight, you can make a 
difference in the lives of these families  For more information, 
or to receive the link for online sign-up, contact our Host 
Coordinator, Shantia or Jonathan Wright-Gray or Cassie 
Moon: cassiemoon@ymail.com. 
 

Discernment Session #5 | Sunday, Feb 23 | 12:30-1:30pm 
HGW is engaging in an 8 month long intentional process 
about our identity and relationship with the United Methodist 
Church. Join us for our first official “listening session” in our 
process of discernment about HopeGateWay’s relationship 
with the United Methodist Church.  John Blackadar a United 
Methodist Elder and representative of our District 
Superintendent will be joining us.  We hope to have the whole 
community engaging in this process as much as possible. 
Lunch will be provided.   
 

Intergenerational Game Night 
Saturday, March 7th | 3-6pm | HopeGateWay 
This family friendly event is for anyone who enjoys being 
around kids and playing games. Drop in anytime between 3 
and 6pm, pizza will be served at 5:00pm, bring a side dish to 
share. Games of all kinds will be available for folks ages 2-
102, if you have a favorite game bring it along! We’d love to 
have you join us. 

509 Forest Avenue 
Portland, ME 04101 
207.899.2435 
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We Disagree, Now What? 
Sundays, March 1, 8, 15 | 10:30-11:45 AM 
Join Mike Davis and Evelyn Johnson Moore in a 3 weeks 
small group setting (with an option of a 4th week) to explore 
ways to have difficult conversations, especially when we 
disagree with one another.  At this time in our culture civil 
conversations between persons of differing strongly held 
opinions seems a rarity. Yet such conversations are at the 
heart of authentic community. Using a variety of resources, we 
will explore our guiding values, practice civil conversation skills 
and look at Jesus’ example. 
 

Storm cancellation notifications  
Normally, even if it’s snowing, HopeGateWay will have 
worship on Sundays, but on rare occasions, when the roads 
are dangerous, we may decide to cancel. If so, you will find 
notices on the HopeGateWay website, on our Facebook 
page, and on Channels 6, 8 and 13 closings / delays listings.  
 
Goodbye to Tricia Gilbert 
This is Tricia’s last week with us. She has taken a job as an 
overnight chaplain at Maine Medical Center.  We will miss her 
but we are happy for this new opportunity for her.  Please take 
an opportunity this week to send her well wishes. From now 
on please use the email address hello@hopegateway.com to 
communicate with the office.  Liz Luethner will be monitoring 
email and phone calls for us starting next week as we move 
through this transition. 
 

Consider Electronic Giving  | hopegateway.com/give 
Your generosity fuels our ministry and mission. Consider 
setting up a weekly or monthly recurring gift with a transfer 
from your checking account or with a credit or debit card.  
Visit www.hopegateway.com and click on “Give.” 
 

Ongoing Groups:  
Pick up a separate flyer with details of the weekly 12-Step 
meetings here at HGW every day of the week. In addition, 
these are some other ongoing groups: 

• Bible Study | Thursdays | 10:15-11:30 am | 75 State St. 
• Drumming Circle | 2nd Friday | 7:00-8:30pm | HGW 

 

 

Lead Pastor 
Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill sara@hopegateway.com 
 

Administrative & Program Assistant 
Tricia Gilbert            hello@hopegateway.com 
 

Children & Family Ministries Coordinator 
Erica Lovejoy  erica@hopegateway.com 
 

Worship Coordinator   
Ophelia Hu Kinney ophelia@hopegateway.com 
 

Program Coordinator 
Mike Davis  mike@hopegateway.com 
 

Community Care Coordinator  
Jeff Huot  jeff@hopegateway.com 
 

Intercultural Community Coordinator 
Nathan Ndayiziga  nathan@hopegateway.com 
 

Youth Group Coordinator 
Katie Holicky   katie@hopegateway.com 
 

Musician 
Kelly Muse 
 

Childcare Provider 
River Hodgdon 
 

This Week Office Hours:  
Tues 8:30-2:30, Wednesday 8-12, Thursday 8:30-2:30  
 
Doing justice    Loving kindness    Walking humbly with God  

Share the Warmth 
Over the coming weeks, please continue to bring winter hats, 
gloves, and mittens — handmade or purchased, all sizes. 
Place them in the basket, and we’ll distribute them to help 
keep our neighbors warm during the cold winter months.  
 

Grab a Wooden Nickel  
If you give electronically with a card or a funds transfer, pick 
up a wooden nickel from the red bowl in the back and drop it 
in the basket as it comes around, as a symbol of your offering. 
 

Prayer and Care 

Kathy Harris – diagnosed with pancreatic cancer this week 
Hayli Hu Kinney’s Mom, Kelli—in critical condition 
Loved ones of Tom Vacca – mourning his death 
Loved ones of John Hodgkins (Wanda Stahl’s brother-in-law) – 
mourning his death  
All affected by the Coronavirus in Wuhan and around the world 
All those affected by the fires in Australia 
Fred and Irma Baker – health concerns 
Marilyn Noble – undergoing medical treatment for lung issue 
Our elected leaders – for bold, justice-seeking leadership 
Family Promise families and volunteers-connections 
Sara Ewing-Merrill recovering from a concussion  
Barbara Kszystyniak – living with ALS  
Churches in New England discerning disaffiliation from the UMC 
The Bahamas as they recover from Hurricane Dorian 
Fany-(daughter of Ezequiel & Judith)– Separated from her family  
Bethany, Rick, Ksenia, and Annika Smart as they travel  
Communities in Maine/ host families welcoming asylum-seekers 
Asylum-seekers new to Maine, seeking a home here 
The United Methodist Church and the LGBTQ community  
ALL who are searching for housing 
Our planet Earth – the devastation of climate change 
Immigrant families – especially children separated from parents 
All immigrants, including refugees and asylum-seekers 
An end to gun violence 
Our country, during this time of polarization and turmoil 
Families and individuals experiencing homelessness 
All who are affected by the disease of addiction 
Shantia Wright-Gray’s cousin, John – awaiting liver transplant 
Shasta Beane – living with Parkinson’s disease 
Peace in Rwanda, DR Congo, Burundi, and Angola   
 

Hospitality 

Feb 16 Katie Mears, Elisabeth Snell 

Feb 23 Carolyn Baxter, Janette Gustafson, Shantia 

Offering Counters  

Feb 16 Sam Johnson, Michael Hennault 

Feb 23 Sara Bruce, Pascoal Francisco 

Nursery Volunteers  

Feb 16 Courtney Tabor 

Feb 23 Elizabeth Beane 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

     HopeGateWay 
     an open & affirming community 

     Our Reconciling Statement 
 

We worship an inclusive and loving God, who calls all 
persons into relationship, both with God and with 
neighbor. In response to this love, demonstrated most 
perfectly in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as an open 
and affirming community, welcoming and celebrating 
people of all races, gender identities, sexual orientations, 
abilities, economic situations, and social statuses. 
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