
“For the last several years, my search for a spiritual home brought me to several churches in 
the Greater Portland area, but I could never find one that quite fit my beliefs and values. That 
changed when I began attending HopeGateWay worship services, first on Facebook during 
the pandemic and now in person. HopeGateWay is different than any other church I have 
attended in that they walk the talk, invite dialogue, practice loving their neighbor through 
action, and are fully inclusive. This is a place where I feel like I am a part of something 
beautiful, sacred, and powerful.”    — Stacey Knight

“I support HopeGateWay because we are not a passive community — we work to live into our 
values. We stay static, satisfied with what we’ve done previously, but ask What next? Who do 
we need to be serving? Who do we need to be meeting? Who do we need to be ready to 
welcome when they walk through our door?”   — Matt Frey-Davis

“I appreciate that I can remain a peripheral member 
of HGW even if I don’t attend worship often. It helps 
to know that I have a spiritual home with this 
community, no questions asked — all I have to do is 
show up as myself.”    — Liam

Our group focuses on the 11th 
Step: “Sought through prayer and 
meditation to improve our 
conscious contact with God as we 
understood Him, praying only for 
knowledge of His will for us and 
the power to carry that out.” AA 
groups are usually confined to 
small church basements, so it’s 
very nice to have such a cozy 
environment to help people feel 
welcomed and comfortable. Every 
week people comment on how 
inviting and welcoming the space 
is. The string lights provide 
perfect lighting for our dimly lit 
meeting. 😊 — John

“I am a part of HopeGateWay 
because of its community. I 
appreciate that this is a place 
where my children and I are 
welcomed and cared for, and also 
where we are challenged to think 
in new ways and to reach beyond 
ourselves. When things in the 
world are hard, I appreciate that 
HGW is willing to confront those 
challenges honestly, without a 
need to have all the answers. 
I am grateful to be a part of a 
community where people of 
different generations and 
backgrounds can engage in the 
common, life-giving work of 
embodying love.”

— Courtney Tabor
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