
 

 

 

January 18, 2021 

Beloved: 

Here we are at the threshold of a new year, and a new opportunity to decide what ma>ers. Life has been a 
rollercoaster ride over these last few years for our community, bringing change and challenge to us. And though the 
future is unknown and so much about it is tentaEve, we are hopeful.  

Our stewardship theme for this year is Ojalá — hopefully, in Spanish. This word comes from the Arabic word, 
Inshallah, meaning “God willing.” Arabic and Spanish speakers use this phrase at the beginning or end of any 
statement about future plans, adding the idea that everything is tentaEve but we live in hope. 

In moments like this, when life shows itself to be tentaEve, we hold on to hope — not a hope that is secure in knowing 
what the future holds, but a hope that we walk forward into that future together. When we are hopeful and invested 
in a future we are creaEng together, then anything is possible.  

I know you believe as I do that the ministry of HopeGateWay ma>ers. Maybe now more than ever what Portland 
needs, what our country needs, what each of us needs, is a community like ours: diverse, united in love, growing in 
faith, sharing our giPs, extending hospitality, celebraEng the belovedness of those on the margins, caring for 
neighbors who are struggling, holding fast to a vision of a be>er world — doing jusEce, loving kindness, and walking 
humbly with God.  

That’s what we’re about, and that’s why God invites each of us to commit ourselves fully — through our prayers, our 
presence, our giPs, our service, and our witness. Recognizing the profound truth that everything we have in life — 
even life itself — is a giP from God; acknowledging that God has given us enough; and recognizing the tremendous 
opportuniEes and challenges before us, will you offer not your lePovers but your very best to God?  

On Sunday, January 30, you will be invited to make a stewardship commitment for 2022. This packet contains some 
materials which are intended to help you make decisions about your commitments for the year ahead. When we are 
thoughYul and intenEonal, we are giving the best we have to offer. Over the next few days, please spend some Eme in 
prayer with these resources and make some thoughYul commitments to our community for the year 2022. 

If you have quesEons or concerns about stewardship, about our community pracEces, or about any aspect of your 
spiritual life, please don’t hesitate to be in touch.  It is a joy to serve as partners in ministry with each of you, and I 
look forward to seeing all that God will work in and through us in the year ahead, ojalá. 

In Christ’s love, 
 

Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill

509 Forest Avenue
Portland, ME  04101

207.899.2435
www.hopegateway.com
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