
 
 
 
 
 
January 20, 2021 
 
 
 
Beloved: 
	
The year 2020 has been a year that we couldn’t have imagined, but through it all we have remained together in spirit 
even as we have been worshiping and meeting remotely for most of the year. Your faithfulness to our community has 
carried us through, both individually and as a whole. 
	
Last March we moved our worship online, on Zoom, and we’ve been there ever since. We miss the human contact of 
community. We miss the energy of gathering together in one room. We miss the ease of conversation and sharing. But 
we continue to stay together in powerful ways. Over the last six weeks, we have had 160 different individuals connect 
with HopeGateWay through worship or small groups. We are still together.  
	
We have found new ways of supporting vital outreach in our community, even as we encourage one another to stay safe 
by distancing. For the first few months of the pandemic, we had a family living fulltime in our space as a part of our 
partnership with Greater Portland Family Promise. We are grateful to have the ability to use the resource of our space 
creatively during this strange time.  
	
In moments like this, our life together as a community called HopeGateWay keeps us grounded, prayerful, focused, 
spiritually healthy, and ready to put our faith into action.  
	
On January 31, you will be invited to sign your name on our virtual wall and commit yourself to membership in the 
HopeGateWay community for another year. Even if we can’t be in our space together, we can still make commitments 
to our community practices together.  
	
I know you believe as I do that the ministry of HopeGateWay matters. Maybe now more than ever what Portland needs, 
what our country needs, what each of us needs, is a community like ours: diverse, united in love, growing in faith, sharing 
our gifts, extending hospitality, celebrating the belovedness of those on the margins, caring for neighbors who are 
struggling, holding fast to a vision of a better world — doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.  
	
That’s what we’re about, and that’s why God invites each of us to commit ourselves fully – through our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. Recognizing the profound truth that everything we have in life – even 
life itself – is a gift from God; acknowledging that God has given us enough; and recognizing the tremendous 
opportunities and challenges before us, will you offer not your leftovers but your very best to God? 
	
On Sunday, February 7, you will be invited to make a stewardship commitment for 2021. This packet contains some 
materials which are intended to help you make decisions about your commitments for the year ahead. Over the next few 
weeks, please spend some time in prayer with these resources and make some thoughtful commitments to our 
community. This is a way of expressing your commitments for the year 2021. 
	
If you have questions or concerns about stewardship, about our community practices, or about any aspect of your 
spiritual life, please don’t hesitate to be in touch.  It is a joy to serve as partners in ministry with each of you, and I look 
forward to seeing all that God will work in and through us in the year ahead. 
	
In Christ’s love, 
 
 
 
Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill 

509 Forest Avenue 

Portland, ME  04101 

207.899.2435 

www.hopegateway.com 
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