
 
 
 
 
 
November 10, 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
	
The year 2019 has been a year of brave change, and as 2020 approaches,  
we are living into some new realities while exploring some big questions about our identity and vision for the future. 
	
Now five months in the making, our transition to a team model of staffing has gone smoothly, and with a 
tremendously gifted staff team — all of us serving in a part-time capacity — the year 2020 brings exciting new 
possibilities. We’ve just begun an eight-month discernment process to prayerfully consider separating from The United 
Methodist Church. In so many ways, the year 2020 will bring clarity and new opportunity. The needs of the world are 
pressing, and struggle and strife swirl around us. In moments like this, our life together as a community called 
HopeGateWay keeps us grounded, prayerful, focused, spiritually healthy, and ready to put our faith into action. 
	
In the face of all the big questions confronting us, all the challenges that threaten to stop us in our tracks, all that 
would divide us, we have a choice:  Will we isolate, retreat, hunker down and hope for the best? Or will we recommit 
to the difficult but rewarding work that comes when we follow Jesus into deeper waters? 
	
I know you see this as clearly as I do: the ministry of HopeGateWay matters. Maybe now more than ever what 
Portland needs, what the world needs, what each of us needs, is a community like this: diverse, united in love, growing 
in faith, sharing our gifts, extending hospitality to the newcomer, celebrating the belovedness of those on the margins, 
caring for neighbors who are struggling, holding fast to a vision of a better world — doing justice, loving kindness, and 
walking humbly with God.  
	
That’s what we’re about, and that’s why God invites each of us to commit ourselves fully – through our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. Recognizing the profound truth that everything we have in life – even 
life itself – is a gift from God;  acknowledging that God has given us enough;  and recognizing the tremendous 
opportunities and challenges before us, will you offer not your leftovers but your very best to God? 
	
On Sunday, November 17, you will be invited to make a stewardship commitment for 2020.  This packet contains 
your Stewardship Commitment Card, as well as some materials which are intended to help you make decisions about 
your stewardship in the year ahead. This week, please spend some time in prayer. Then complete the enclosed card, 
expressing your commitments for the year 2020. 
	
Please bring this card with you, completed, to worship on Sunday, November 17 — 9 am or 11 am.  As an act of 
worship, we will bring our commitment cards forward, giving thanks for God’s many blessings and committing 
ourselves to God through our faithful stewardship in the year ahead.  (If for some reason you are unable to be with us 
for worship on the morning of Sunday, November 17, please try to drop your commitment card off ahead of time, or 
mail it back to us as soon as possible.) We look forward to a joyful and hopeful Stewardship Commitment Celebration. 
	
If you have questions or concerns about stewardship, or about any aspect of your spiritual life, please don’t hesitate to 
be in touch.  It is a joy to serve as partners in ministry with each of you, and we look forward to seeing all that God will 
accomplish through our church in the year ahead. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
 
 
 
Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill 
Lead Pastor 

509 Forest Avenue 
Portland, ME  04101 

207.899.2435 
www.hopegateway.com 

stewardship 2020  
 


